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SERMON    I. 

Deceitfulnefs  of  the  Heart* 
[  From  Biftiop  Taylcmi^s  Sermons.  J 

J  B  R.  XVH.  9* 

7hie  btart  is  deceitful  above  all  things i  and 

defperateiy  wicked:  who  can  know  it  ? 

CRAFT  and  folly  divide  thegrcateft 
part  of  mankind}  and  there  is 
no  other  difference  but  this,  that 
feme  are  crafty  enough  to  deceive^  others 
foolifli  enough  to  be  deceived.  And  yet 
the  fcales  alfo  turn ;  for  they  that  are  the 
moft  crafty  to  deceive  others^  are  the  ve- 
tied  fools  to  deceive  themfelves*  They  rob 
their  neighbour  of  his  money,  and  lofe 
their  own  innocency j  they  difturb  his  reft^ 
and  vex  their  own  confciencej  they  throw 
him  into  prifon^  and  themfelves  into  hell  j 
they  make  poverty  to  be  their  brother*9 
portion,  and  damnaticHi  to  be  their  own. 

Man  entered  into  the  world  firft  alone  : 

feat  as  foon  as  he  met  with  one  companion, 

Be  met  with  three  to  cheat  him  3  the  Ser- 

VoL.  IV*  B  pent. 
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pent,  and  Eve,  and  himfelf,  all  joined  > 
firft  to  make  him  a  fool,  and  to  deceive 
him,   and  then  to  make  him  miferable. 
But  he  firft  cozened  himfelf,  giving  up 
bimjelf  to  believe  a  lie\  and  being  defirous 
to  liften  to   the  whifpers  of  a  tempting 
fpirit,  he  finned  before  he  fell;    that  is^ 
he  had  within  him  a  falfe  underftanding, 
and  a  depraved  will ;  and  thefe  were  the 
parents  of  his  difobediencc,  and  this  was 
the  parent  of  his  infelicity,    and  a  great 
occafion  of  ours.     And  then  it  was,  that 
he  entered*  for  himfclf  and  his  pofterity, 
into  the  condition  of  an  ignorant,  credii- 
lous,   eafy,    wilful,  paflionate,  and  impo- 
tent perfon  i  apt  to  be  abufed,  and  fo  lov- 
ing to  have  it  fo,  that  if  no  body  elfe  will 
^bufe  him,  he  will  be  fare  to  abufe  him- 
felf ;  by  ignorance  and  evil  principles  be- 
ing open  to  an  enemy,  and  by  wilfulnefs 
and  fenfuality  doing  to  himfelf  the  moft 
unpardonable  injuries  in  the  world.     So 
that  the  condition  of  man,  in  the  rude- 
neffes  and  firft  lines  of  its  vifage,  fcems 
very  miferable  and  deformed. 

For  man  is  helplefs  and  vain  \  of  a  con- 
dition fo  expofed  to  calamity^  that  a  mor-. 

fcl 
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fel  of  bread  is  able  to  kill  him;  any  trooper 
out  of  the  Egyptian  army>  a  fly  can  do 
it,  when  it  goes  on  God's  errand;  the 
moft  contemptible  accident  can  deftroy 
^him,  the  fmalleft  chance  affright  him, 
•  every  future  contingency,  when  but  confi- 
dered  as  poffible,  can  amaze  him  ;  and  he 
is  incompaffcd  with  powerful  and  malici- 
ous enemies,  fubtle  and  implacable :  What 
ihall  this  helplefs  man  do  ?  fhall  he  truft 
in  God  ?  Him  he  hath  offended,  and  he 
fears  him  as  an  enemy ;  and  God  knows,  if 
we  look  only  on  ourfelves,  and  on  our 
own  demerits,  we  have  too  much  rea(ba 
lb  to  do* 

Shalt  he  rely  upon  princes  ?  alas,  kings 
themfclves  rely  upon  their  fubjedls  \  they 
fight  with  their  fwords,  levy  forces  with 
their  money,  confult  with  their  counfels, 
hear  with  their  ears,  and  are  ftrong  only 
in  their  union ;  and>  many  times,  they  ufc 
all  thefe  things  againft  them :  but,  how- 
-  ever,  they  can  do  nothing  without  them 
while  they  live;  and  yet,  if  ever  they  can 
die,  they  are  not  to  be  trufted  to.    Now 
kings  and  princes  die  fo  evidently  and  no- 
tor  ioufly,  that  it  was  u  fed  foraprovcr  in 
B  2  \io\i 
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holy  fcripturc,  Te  /hall  die  like  men,  and 
fan  like  one  of  the  princes. 

Who  then  fliall  we  traft  in  ?  Iq  our 
friend?  Alas,  he  may  help  us  in  one 
thingt  and  need  us  in  ten.  He  may  puit 
us  out  of  the  ditch,  and  bi^  foot  may  flip, 
and  he  fall  into  it  bin^felf.  He  gives  us 
coaniel  in  temporal  things,  and  bioiielf  |s 
to  feek  in  fpiritual.  .  He  counfels  us  to  ah- 
ilaki  from  a  dud»  and  l^mfelf  deftroyedi 
his  own  foul.  Like  a  p^fon  void  of  un* 
derftanding,  he  is  willing  enough  to  pre- 
ferve  our  intereft,  and  is  very  ca^efefs  af 
his  owti ;  for  he  doth  highly  difilain  to 
betray  or  be  falfe  to  us,  and,  in  tbe  mean 
time,  is  not  his  own  friend,  and  is  falfe  to 
God,  And  then,  his  friendship  may  be 
ufeful  to  las  in  feme  circuctiftances  of  for- 
tune, but  no  fecurity  to  our  condttioo. 
He  may  lay  us  by^  juftly  or  unju{J;ly.  He 
may  giow  weary  of  doing  benefits  5  or  his 
forttines  may  change.  Our  need  may  be 
loiter  than  his  kiddnefles,  or  fuch  where- 
in be  cfLfi  jgive  us  no  afliftance.  And  in- 
deed, generally  it  is  fc^  in  all  <he  inftances 
of  men.  We  feek  life  of  a  phyficianthat 
dies  ;  and  go  to  him  for  health.  Who  can- 
3  not 
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not  cure  iiis  own  cU^egipcn  And  io  we 
hecome  vain  in  our  i^i^9£^tiop$t  ^^uM 
in  our  bope^  reiUeis  in  our  paiHoftS^ 
impatient  i»  our  calamity^  unfm^portcd  in 
our  needf  axpo^  (q  eaeq^imSji  wan4er^ 
ing  and  wil4  without  coonfeU  iod  witb-^ 
out  remedy. 

At  laft,  after  the  infatuating  and  de- 
ceiving all  our  ooniidences  without,  we 
have  nothing  left  us  but  to  return  home* 
and  dwell  within  ourfelves.  For  we  have 
a  fufficient  ftock  of  felf^-love,  which  will 
make  us  confident  of  xmr  own  ^t£ktam. 
and  perfuade  us  that  we  may  truft  our- 
felves moft  furdy.  For  what  we  want  in 
ikill,  we  Oiall  make  up  in  diligence ;  and 
our  induftry  (hall  fupply  the  want  of  other 
circumftances.  And  no  man  underftands 
our  own  cafe  fo  well  as  we  do  our&lves ; 
and  no  man  will  judge  fo  faithfully  as  we 
ihall  do  for  ourfelves ;  for  we  are  moft  con- 
cerned nottoabufe  ourfelves;  and  if  we 
do,  we  fhall  be  the  lofers,  and  therefore 
may  beft  rely  upon  ourfelves. —Alas !  and 
God  help  us!  we  (haU  find  it  to  be  no 
fuch  matter.  For  we  neither  love  our- 
felves well,  nor  underftand  our  own  cafe. 
B  3  We 
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We  arc  partial  in  our  own  queftions,  de- 
ceived in  our  fentences^  cardefs  of  our  in- 
tcrefts,  and  the  moft  falfe,  perfidious  crea- ' 
tures  to  ourfelves  in  the  whole  world. 
Even  tAe  heart  of  a  tnan^  a  man's  own 
hpart,  is  deceitful  abo^e  all  things ^  anddef^ 
perately  wicked:  who  can  know  itf 

And  there  is  no  greater  argument  of  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  our  heart  than  this,  that 
no  man  can  know  it  alL    It  cheats  us  in 
the  very  number  of  its  deceits.  But  yet  we 
can  reduce  it  all  to  two  heads.    We.  fay  . 
concerning  ^falfe  man,  Trufl  him  not^  for 
he  will  deceive  you ;  and  we  fay  concen;i- 
ing  a  weak  and  broken  ila6F,  Lean  not  upon 
it,  for  that  will  alfo  deceive  you.  The  man 
deceives  becaufe  he  is  falfe,  and  the  ftafF 
becaufe  it  is  weak ;  and  the  heart,  becaufe  it  > 
is  both.    So  that  it  is  deceitful  above  all 
things  5  that  is,  failing  and  difabledto  fup-: 
port  us  in  many  things;  but  in  other  things 
where  it  can,  it  is  falfe  and  defperately 
wicked.     The  firft  fort  of  deceitfulnefs 
is  its  calamity ;  and  the  fecond  is  its  ini- 
quity, and  that  is  the  worfe  calamity  of 
the  twip, 

Firjl. 
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Firjl,  It  is  deceitful  bccaufe  it  is  weak. 
When  we  have  the  growth  of  a  man,  we 
have  the  weakncffes  of  a  child.  The  heart 
of  man  hath  not  ftrength  enough  to  think 
one  good  thought  of  itfelf  i  it  cannot  com- 
mand its  own  attentions  to  a  prayer  of  tea 
lines  long,  but,'  before  the  end  thereof,  it 
Ihall  wander  after  fomething  that  is  to  no 
purpofe.  And  no  wonder  then  that  it 
grows  weary  of  an  holy  religion,  which 
confiffs  of  fo  many  parts  as  make  the  bu- 
finefs  of  a  whole  life.  And  there  is  no 
greater  argument  in  the  world  of  our  fpi- 
ritual  weaknefs,  and  of  the  falfenefs  of  our 
hearts  in  the  matters  of  religion,  than  the 
backwardnefs  which  moft  men  have  ai- 
rways, and  all  men  have  fometimcs,  to  their 
prayers ;  fo  weary  of  their  length,  fo  glad 
when  they  are  done,  fo  inventive  to  cxcufe 
and  fruftrate  an  opportunity.  And  yet  there 
is  no  manner  of  trouble  in  the  duty,  no 
wearinefs  of  bones,  no  violent  labours ; 
nothing  but  begging  a  bleffing,  and  re- 
ceiving it;  nothing  but  doing  ourfelves  the 
greateft  honour^  of  fpeaking  to  the  great- 
.  eft  perfon,  and  greateft  king  of  the  world- 
B  4  And 
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And  that  we  (bould  be  i^nwiUing  to  do 
this,  {o  unable  to  continue  in  it,  fo  bacJs^ 
ward  to  return  to  it,  io  without  tafte  and 
reliih  in  the  doing  it»  can  have  no  vifiblp 
reafon  in  the  nature  of  the  thini^  but  foiQe* 
thing  within  us,  a  ftrange  ficknefs  in  the 
heart,  a  fpiritual  loathing,  fomething  that 
hath  no  name;  but  we  are  fure  it  comes 
from  a  weak,  a  faint,  and  a  faUe  heart. 

And  yet  this  weak  heart  is  ftrong  in  paf* 
fions,  violent  in  defires,  irrefiftible  in  its 
appetites,  and  furious  in  its  anger :  here 
are  ftrengths  enough,  one  ihould  think. 
But  thefe  are  the  ftrengths  of  a  man  in  a 
fever;  notwithftanding  which,  we ftiil  fay, 
be  is  weak  and  fick  unto  death.  This  is 
not  the  ftrength  of  health,  but  of  furiouf- 
nefs  and  difeafe.  It  is  weaknefs  in  ano- 
ther kind.  And  fo  are  the  ftrengths  of  a 
man's  heart.  They  are  fetters  and  chains  j 
ftrong,  but  they  are  the  cordage  of  impri^ 
fonment  j  fo  ftrong,  that  the  heart  is  not 
able  to  ftir.  And  yet  it  cannot  but  be  a 
mighty  fadnefs,  that  the  heart  fliall  purfue 
a  temporal  intereft  with  wit  and  diligence, 
>nd  an  unwearied  induftryj  and  ihall  not 
have  ftrength,  in  a  matter  that  concerns  its 

eternal 
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eternal  intercft,  to  anfwer  one  objcdbo^ 
to  refid:  one  aifaulti  to  defeat  one  art  of  the 
devil;  but  (hall  ceruinly  and  infallibly  £dlt 
vrhenever  it  is  tempted  to  a  pleafure^ 

Thisy  if  it  be  examined,  will  prove,  to 
be  a  deceit  indeed^  a  pretence^  raUi6r  than 
true  upon  a  juft  caufe ;  that  18,  it  is  not  a 
natural,  but  a  moral  and  a  vicioufi  V9t2k^ 
ne6.    And  we  may  try  it  in  one  or  two 
^miliar   inflances.     One  of   the  great 
ftrength^,  or  rather  weakne0e$,  of  the  heart 
is^  that  it  is  ftrong,  violent,  and  aAive  in 
a  wrodg  caufe.    Take  an  extortioner,  an 
oppreflbr,  a  rebel,  a  traitor,  any  peribn 
that  hath  an  ill  cauie  to  manage  s  what  he 
wants  in  the  ftrength  of  his  reafon,  he 
ihall  make  it  up  with  diligence.    But  a 
perfoQ  that  hath  right  on  his  fide,  is  oold# 
intddligent,  la^^y,  and  unadtive,  trufting  that 
the  goodnefs  (d  his  caufe  will  do  it  alone. 
But  Cch  wrong  prevails;  while  evil  peribns 
are  j^ealous  in  a  bid  matter,  and  others  are 
remifs  in  a  good;   and  the  fame  perfon 
ihdl  be  very  induftrious  always,  when  he 
liath  lead  reafon  (o  to  be. 

The  heart,  in  like  manner,  is  w«ak,  in 
snaking  judgjement  concerning  its  own  ads« 
Jt  doth  nc^t  know  when  it  is  plea£:d  or  dif-* 

pleafed; 
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jlleafed^  it  is  peevifli  and  trifling;  it  would 
and  it  would  not;  and  it  is  in  many  cafes 
impoffible  to  know  whether  a  man's  heart 
defires  fuch  a  thing  or  not. 

Even  in  the  matter  of  repentance :  Sap- 
pofe  a  man,  that  hath  fpent  his  younger 
yeats  in  vanity  and  folly,  is  by  the  grace  of 
God  apprehertfive  of  it,  and  thinks  of  re- 
turftilig  to  fober  counfels;  this  man  will 
find  his  heart  fo  falfe,  fo  fubtil  and  fugi- 
tive, fo  fecret  and  undifcernable,  that  it 
will  be  hard  to  determine  whether  he  re- 
pents or  no.  For  if  he  confiders  that  he 
hates  fin,  and  therefore  repents ;  alas,  he 
fo  hates  it,  that  he  dares  not,  if  he  be  wife, 
tempt  himfelf'  with  an  opportunity  to  a6t 
it.  For  in  the  midft  of  that  which  he 
calls  hatred,  he  hath  fo  much  love  left  for 
it,  that  if  the  fin  comes  again,  and  fpeaks 
him  fair,  he  is  loft  again,  and  falls  into  its 
embraces.  And  why  elfe  fhould  it  be  ne- 
ccflary  for  us  to  pray  that  we  be  not  led. 
into  temptation^  but  becaufe  we  hate  the 
fin,  and  yet  love  it  too  well;  we  difap- 
prove  of  it,  and  yet  follow  it ;  we  are  an- 
gry at  ourfelves,  and  yet  cannot  be  with- 
out it;  we  know  it  undoes  us,  but  we  think 
it  pleafant.    And  when  we  are  to  execute 
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the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  upon  our  fins, 
yet  we  ar6  kind-hfearted,  and  fpare  the 
favourite  fin,  and  have  flill  fome  kindnefifet 
left  towiards  it. 

There  have  been  pcrfons  in  feveral  ages 
of  the  church,  who  have  thought  them- 
felves  in  fo  good  an  eftate,  that  they  made 
ho  queftion  of  their  falvation ;  being  con- 
fident, only  becaufe  they  were  confident; 
and  yet  they  were,  at  the  fame  time,  ex- 
tremely timorous  and  fearful.  How  many 
perfons  'are  there  in  the  world,  that  lay 
they  arc  fure  of  their  falvation,  and  yet 
they  dare  not  die  ?  And  if  any  man  pre- 
tends that  he  is  now  fure  he  (hall  be  faved, 
and  that  he  cannot  fall  away  from  grace ; 
there  is  no  better  way  to  confute  him,  than 
by  advifing  him  to  get  out  of  the  world  a9 
faft  as  he  can.  For  what  ftiould  hinder 
him?  not  the  fin;  for  it  cannot  take  him 
from  God's  favour :  not  the  change  of  his 
condition ;  for  he  fays  he  is  fure  to  go  to  a 
better.  Why  does  he  hot  then  refolve  to 
die  ?  The  reafon  is  plainly  this.  They  fay 
they  are  confident,  and  yet  are  extremely 
timorous;  they  profefs  to  believe  that  doc- 
trine, and  yet  dare  not  truft  it ;  nay,  they 
think  they  believe,  but  they  do  not.    So 

falfe 
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faUe  is  a  maa'e  ht art)  fo  deceived  i(i  its 
own  adsy  fo  great  a  ftranger  to  its  own 
fentence  and  opinions. 

It  is  weak  alfo  in  its  own  refolutions  and 
purpofes.  We  rcfolve  againft  An,  when  the 
opportunity  is  over  j .  and  lay  it  ^fide,  as 
long  as  the  temptation  pleafes;  even  till 
the  temptation  comes  agaip,  and  no  lon- 
ger. How  many  men  arc  there  in  the 
world,  that  againft  every  communion  re- 
new their  vows  of  holy  living?  men  that, 
for  twenty  or  thirty  years  together  have 
been  perpetually  refolving  againft  what 
they  daily  aft;  and  furc  enough  they  did 
believe  themfelves.  And  yet  if  a  man  had 
daily  promifed  us  a  kindnels,  and  failed  U8 
but  ten  times,  wheij  it  was  in  his  power 
to  have  done  it,  we  ftiould  think  we  had 
reafon  never  to  believe  him  more.  And 
can  we  then  reafonably  believe  the  refolu- 
tions of  our  hearts,  which  they  have  falfi-' 
fied  fo  many  hundred  times.?  We  refolve 
againft  a  religious  time,  becaufe  then  it  is 
the  cuftom  of  men,  and  the  faftiion  of 
religion.  Or  we  refolve  when  we  are  in  a 
great  danger;  and  then  we  promife  any 
thing,  poffible  or  impoffible,  likely  or  un- 
likely, all  is  one  to  us  5  we  only  care  to 

remove 
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remove  the  prefent  preffure,  and  when  that 
is  oi^r,  and  our  fear  is  gone,  and  no  love 
remaining,  our  condition  being  returned^ 
our  refolutions  alfo  return  to  their  former 
indifFercncy. 

Thus  the  heart  is  deceitful,  bccaufe  it 
is  weak.  It  is  further  deceitful,  becaufe  it 
18  wicked.  Our  hearts  are  wilfully  blinds 
or  elfe  they  are  hardened. 

We  are  impatient  of  honeft  and  feverc 
reproof;  and  order  our  circumflances  fo, 
that  we  ftiall  never  come  to  the  true  know- 
ledge of  our  condition. 

Wc  are  for  a  cheap  and  eafy  religion ; 
we  make  a  faith  of  our  own,  that  we  may 
build  upon  it  pleafure  and  ambition,  and  a 
tall  fortune,  and  the  fatisfadtions  of  re- 
venge, and  do  what  we  have  a  mind  to; 
fearce  once  in  feven  years  denying  a  ftrong 
and  an  unruly  appetite,  upon  the  intereft 
of  a  juft  confcience,  and  piety  towards 
God. 

We  make  religion  to  be  the  work  of  a 
few  hours  in  the  whole  year.  We  are  with- 
out fancy  or  affeftion  to  the  feveritics  of 
holy  living.  We  reduce  religion  to  the  be- 
fieving  of  a  few  articks,  and  doing  nothing 
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that  IS  confiderable.  We  pray  feldom,  and 
then  but  very  coldly  and  indifferently.  We  , 
communicate  feldom..  We  profefs  Chrift, 
but  dare  not  die  for  him.  We  are  fadious 
for  a  religion,  and  will  not  live  according 
to  its  precepts.  We  call  ourfelves  Chrif- 
tians,  and  love  to  be  ignorant  of  many  of 
the  laws  of  Chrift;  left  our  knowledge 
ihould  force  us  into  ftiame,  or  into  the 
troubles  of  an  holy  life. 

But  the  heart  is  bard  too.  Not  only 
folly,  but  mifchief  alfo  is  bound  up  in  the 
heart  of  man.  If  God  ftrives  to  foften  it 
with  forrow  and  fad  accidents,  it  is  like 
that  of  Pharaoh,  hardened  more  and  n>ore* 
It  is  in  love  with  wickednefs,  againft  not 
pnly  the  laws  of  God,  but  againft  a  man's 
own  reafon,  and  his  intereft.  For  is  it 
imaginable,  that  a  man,  who  knows  the 
laws  of  God,  the  rewards  of  virtue,  the 
curfed  and  horrid  efFedts  of  fin;  that  knows 
and  confiders,  and  deeply  fighs  at  the 
thought  of  the  intolerable  pains  of  hell ; 
that  knows  the  joys  of  heaven  to  be  un- 
fpeakable,  and  certainly  believes  that  an 
holy  life  will  infallibly  bring  him  thither  % 
I  fay,  is  it  imaginable^  that  this  man  {houU» 

for 
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for  a  tranfient  adlion,  forfeit  all  this  hope, 
and  certainly  and  knowingly  incur  all  ^hat 
calamity? — Yea,  but  the  fin  is  plcafant, 
and  the  man  is  clothed  with  flefh  and 
bloody  and  his  appetites  are  bodily,  and 
importunate,  and  prefent;  and  the  dif«- 
courfes  of  religion  are  concerning  things 
fpiritual,  feparate,  and  apt  for  fpirits,  and 
angels,  and  fouls  departed.  To  take  off 
this  alfo;  we  will  fuppofe  the  man  to  con- 
fider,  and  really  to  believe,  that  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  fin  is  fudden,  vain,  empty,  and 
tranfient ;  that  it  leaves  bitternefs,  poifon, 
and  a  fting behind  it;  that  he  remembers, 
and  adually  confiders,  that,  as  foon  as  the 
moment  of  fin  is  paft,  he  fball  have  an 
intolerable  confcience,  and. doth  at  the  in- 
ftant  compare  moments  with  eternity,  and  , 
with  horror  remembers,  that  the  very  next 
minute  he  is  as  miferable  a  man  as  is  in 
the  world :  yet  that  this  man  fhould  fin  ! 
— Nay,  fuppofe  the  fin  to  have  no  pleafure 
at  all,  fuch  as  is  the  fin  of  fwearing ;  nay, 
fuppofe  it  really  to  have  pain  in  it,  fuch  as 
is  the  fin  of  envy,  which  never  can  have 
pleafure  in  its  actions,  but  much  torment 
and  confumption  of  the  very  heart :  what 

fliould 
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fhould  make  this  man  fin  fo  for  nothings 
fo  againft  himfelf^  fo  againft  all  reafoni 
and  religion,  and  intereft,   without  plea« 
fure,  and  for  no  reward  f 

Thi;s  is  the  heart  deceitful  above  all 
things.  We  are  falfe  to  ourfelves,  and 
dare  not  truft  God^  We  love  to  be  de-** 
ceivedy  and  are  angry  if  we  be  told  fo« 
We  love  to  feem  virtuous,  and  yet  hate  to 
be  fo.  We  are  fad  and  impatient,  and  we 
know  not  why*  We  are  troubled  at  little 
things,  and  are  carelefs  of  greater*  We  are 
oveijoyed  at  a  petty  accident,  and  defpife 
great  and  eternal  pleafures*  We  believe 
things,  not  for  their  reafons  and  proper 
arguments,  but  as  they  ferve  our  tums^ 
be  they  true  or  falfe.  We  bng  extremely 
*for  things  that  are  forbidden  usi  and 
what  we  defpife  when  it  is  permitted  us^ 
we  (hatch  at  greedily  when  it  is  taken  from 
us.  We  love  ourfelves  more  than  we 
love  God ;  and  nourifli  our  enemy  in  oat 
bofom,  and  will  not  be  brought  to  quit 
its  but  boaft  of  our  fhame}  and  are 
afhamed  of  nothing  but  virtue,  which  is 
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moft  honourable.   We  fear  to  die,  and  ycC 
ufe  all  the  means  we  can  to  make  death 
tbrtible  and  dangerous.    We  are  buiy  iil 
the  faults  of  others,  and  negligent  of  oui? 
own^    We  live  the  life  of  fpie^,  ftriving 
to  know  others,  and  to  be  unkhown  OUr- 
felves.    We  worfliip  and  flatter  iovcxt  meri^ 
and  fome  things,  becaiife  We  fear  them^ 
ilot  becaufe  we  love  them.    We  are  ambi-^ 
tious  of  greatnefs,  and  covetous  of  wealth} 
and  all  that  we  get  by  it  is,  that  we  arc 
more  fplendidly  tempted.     We  make  our- 
felves  unfafe  by  Committing  wickednefs; 
and  then  we  add  .  mor$'  wickednefs, '  tb 
make  u^  iafe  arid    bdypnd    punifhment* 
We  arc  more  fervile  for  one  kindnefs  that 
we  hope  for,  than   for'  twenty  that .  we 
have  received.     We  entertain  flanderersi 
and  without  choice   fpread  their  calum- 
nies ;  we  chcrifh  flatterers,  and  know  they 
abufe  us.     And  if  we  (hould  gather  all  the 
abufes,   and  impieties,  and  deceptions  of 
the  heart  together,  they  would  fcem  al- 
moft  remcdilefs,  and  beyond  the  cure  of 
watchfulnefs  and  reh'gion*     Indeed  they 
are  great  and  many ;  but  the  grace  of  God 
,VoL.  IV.  C  is 
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is  greater :  i^nd  if  iniquity  abounds,  then 
dotli  grac«  much  more  abound*  And  that 
is  our  cpi&fbrt,  and  our  medicine  s  which 
WQ  iiiui[i  thus  ufe : 

Let  us  watch  our  heart  at  crerjr  turn. 

Let  us  deny  it  all  its  defires,  that  do 
not  direcfUy,  or  by  confequence,  end  in 
godlinefs :  At  no  hand  ihould  we  be  in- 
dulgent to  its  fondnefies  and  peeviih  ap- 
petites. 

Let  us  fufpeA  it  as  an  enemy« 

And  not  truft  to  it  in  any  thing. 

But  beg  the  grace  of  God,  with  perpe- 
tual and  importunate  prayer  ^  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  bring  good  out  of 
thefe  evils  \  and,  by  the  merits  of  Chrift's 
death  and  paffion,  that  he  would  rectify 
our  hearts,  and  finally  fit  us  for  his  ever-' 
lafting  kingdom.^ 
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S   E  R  M  ON     II; 

Hinderanc€§  of  Pf^ef . 

f  From  5l(hop  TAyioi's  Sertno'ns.  ] 

IohbT  ix;  31: 

Now  we  know,  that  God  bearetb  notjiti-^ 
ners:  but  if  dny  man  he  a  worjhipper 
^  God^  and  doetb  bis  wilU  bim  he 
bearetb: 

I  KNOW  nbt  vi^hich  is  the  greater 
wonder^  either  thait  prayer,  wnich  is 
a  duty  fo  eafy,  and  adapted  to  the 
|)owerS  and  ikill  and  opportunities  of  eve- 
ry man,^  (hould  have  fo  great  efFe^fts,  and 
be  productive  of  fuch  mighty  bleffingS  i 
or,  that  we  (hould  be  fb  unwilling  to  ufe 
ib  ready  ath  infirument  of  procuring  fb 
inuch  good:  The  firft  dechres  God's 
goodnefs  i  but  this  publiAies  mane's  folly 
<nd  wtakncfs,  who  finds  in  him&lf  fb 
6  2  .  inueb 
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much  difficulty  to  perform  a  condition  fo 
eafy  and  full  of  advantage.  But  the  truth 
is,  the  very  eafinefs  of  the  thing  becomes 
its  objedtion.  And,  in  every  of  its  ftages, 
we  make  or  find  v^rithal  fome  difficulties. 
At  firft  we  do  not  know  what  to  afk ;  and 
when  we  do,  then  we  find  difficulty  to 
bring  our  will  to  defire  it ;  and  when  that 
is  prepared  and  inflrudled,  it  mingles  in- 
tereft,  and  confounds  the  purpofes  -,  and 
when  it  is  forced  to  afk  honeflly  and  fc- 
verely,  it  fometimes  turns  that  into  eager- 
nefs,  and  that  eagernefs' turns  into  mur- 
murs or  unquietnefs  5  or  if  it  avoids  that, 
the  indifference  turns  into  coolnefs  and  dif- 
regard,  or  the  fire  burns  violently,  and  is 
quickly  fpentj  our  defires  are  dull  as  a 
rock,  or  fugitive  as  lightning;  either  we 
afk  ill  things  earnefily,  or  good  things  re- 
mifsly ;  we  either  court  our  own  danger, 
or  are  npt  zealous  for  our  real  fafety.  Or 
if  we  be  right  in  our  matter^  or  earneft 
.  in  our  affcftions,  yet  we  mifs  in  the 
.  manner f  and  either, we  afk  for  evil  ends, 
or  without  religious,  and  awful  apprehen- 
fions/,  or  we  refl  in  the  words  and  fignifi- 
•3  cation 
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cation  of  the  prayer,  and  never  take  care 
to  pafe  on  to  adlion, 

'Whereas  God  never  accepts,  or  delights, 
in  a  prayer,  unlefs  it  be  for  an  holy  thing, 
to  a  kwful  end,  prefented  unto  him  upon 
the  wings  of  zeal  and  love,  of  religious 
forrow,  or  religipus  joy ;  by  fan(ftified  lips, 
and  pure  hands,  and  a  fincere  heart.    It 
muft  be  the  prayer  of  a  gracioui  man ; 
and  he  only  is  gracious  before  God,  and  • 
acceptable,    and  efFedtive  in  .  his  .  prayer, 
vrhofe  life  is  holy,    and  whofe  prayer  is 
holy.    For  both  thefe  are  neceffary  ingre- 
dients to  the  conftitutioti  of  a  prevailing 
prayer.    There  is  an  holinefs  peculiar  to 
i^tmariy  and  an  holinefs  peculiar  to  the 
prayer^  that  muft  adorn  the  prayer  before 
it  can  be  united  to  the  iriterceffion  of  the 
holy  Jefus,    in    which  union    alone  our 
prayers  can  be  prevailing. — God  heareth 
not  Jinners : — And  this  is  introduced  with 
an    expreffion    of  aflurance  — '  Now   we 
know  that  God  heareth  not  finners.    For 
this  was  a  proverbial  faying  among  the 
Jews,   and  every  where  recorded  in  the 
fcriptures,  which  were  read  in  the  fyna- 
C  3  gogues 
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gogucs  every  Sabbath-day.    Forv  what  h 
the  hope  of  tine  hypocrite  ?  failh  lohi^-^WM  . 
God  bear  his  cry^  when  trouble  comet h  upon 
bim*?'-rlf  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  hearty 
fays  David,  the  Lord  will  not  ieaf  met  t^ 
— And  fo  laid  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  by  tho 
mouih  ofSolomon  :.  fVben  difirefk  andanr' 
gwjh  comet h  upon  you  5  then  Jhall  ye  call 
upon  mey  hut  1  will  not  anfwer^  ye  Jhall 
Jeek  me  early,  but  ye  Jh^aU  not  find  me  %.---. 
And  Ifaiah ;  When  you  fpread  forth  your 
Hands ,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you ;.  yea, 
when  you  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not 
hear ;  your  hands  are  full  of  phod  ||*-^ 
So  the  prophet  Jeremiah  :  When  theyfafi^ 
t  will  not  hear  their  cry  •,  and  when  they 
offer  burnt-offerings  and  oblations^  I  will 
not   accept  them:   For  they  have   loved 
to  wander,  they  have  not  refrained  their 
feet,   therefore  the  Lord  will  not  accept 
them  I  he  will  remember  their  iniquity,  an4 
vifit  their  fns  ++. — ^Upon  thefe  and  inanjr 

•  Job  xxvii.  S,  9.  f  Pfalm  Ixvi.  i|«     " 

X  Prov,  i.  27,  »S.  jl  IfiuaJi  i.  15. 
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other  atttkcN'itie9>  it  grew  iitta  n  ^roVter^ 
and  eftablifhed  maxim»  God  bearetb  hH 

Buty  to  reduce  this  do<5b-tne  ta  a  metbcNi; 
there  are  feveral  things^  which  more  efpe* 
IriaDy  hrader  our  prayers : 

Tiis  FiKsT  iQiat  I  fhaU  QientioD,  is  un^^, 
inereifulnefs.  A  man  cannot  pray  without 
mercy.  There  are  abundance  of  prayer< 
fe&t  forth  by  men>  which  God  never  afe- 
teads  to^  but  as  to  lb,  many  fifis  j  becao^ 
tiie  ihea  live  in  a  comrfe  of  rapicie»  os  ty«- 
ranny,  or  oppre{&>a»  or  ungh^ntaldenefii^ 
or  £)axeth|ing  that  is  moft  contrary  to  Godi^ 
becaufe  it  is  unmerciful. 

God  fometimes  puts  us,  by  refemblaace, 
into  his  own  ftead^  We  beg  of  him  for 
mercy;  and  our  lu^other  begs  it  of  us: 
And  therefore,  let  us  deal  equally  with 
God  and  all  die  wcdd.  We  fee  oqrfdvQB 
faU  by  too  frequent  infirmity,  and  ^ill  wp 
Ibeg  for  pardonr,  and  hope  for  {Mty :  Our 
brother  ^at  offends  us,  be  hopes  fo  tog, 
smd  would  fain  have  the  fame  meafure^ 
^md  would  be  as  glad  we  would  pardon 
C4  him^ 
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hin^f  as  we  would  rejoice  in  our  own  ioty 
giyenefs. 

Wc  arc  troubled  when  God  rejeds  our 
jjrajf^i.  or,  inftcad  of  hearing  our  petition, 
fend^  a  judgement :  Is  not  our  a|fli<ae4 
brother  fo  to  us?  does  he  not  tremble  a): 
our  rebuke,  and  is  of  an  uncertain'  foul 
till  we  fpeak  kindly  unto  him?  When  he 
be®*9  of  ws  for  mercy,  his  vehemence  is 
greater,  his  neceflities  more  urgent,  and 
his  tafe  dreffed  up^  with  all;  the  circnmi- 
ftances  of-  pity,  and,^  from.a  fellow-feeling 
of  his  tcondition,  we  oorfelves  can  better 
apprehertd  it,  than  ,we  ufnally  perceive 
tbe^carneftnefs   of  our.  own    prayers  to 

God. 

•  Arid  if  we  rcjgani  not  our  brotherwhom 
wfe  fee,^vtfhofe  cafe  we  feel,  whofe  circumr 
ftances  can  afflift  us,  and.  whofe  needs  are 
propottioned  fo  our  capacities;  how  fliall 
God  regard  our  diftant  prayer,  or  be 
melted  with  pur  weak  defires,  or  niovcd 
by  out  Wirepenting  foul?  If  we  be  fad, 
wefeek  for  comfort,  and  go.  to  God  aod 
to  the  miniftry  of  his  creatures  for  it ;  and 
>?-it  not  juft   in  Gbd  to  flop  bis  own 

fountains, 
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fbqDtainSji  and  feal  up  the  benefit  of  fais 
creatures  from  us«  who  ihut  our  hand$,  an4 
turn  away  the  bowels  of  pur  compaiHoa 
from  our  brother^  who  would  as  fain  be 
comforted  as  we  would. 

As  we  do.  to  others^  it  (hall  be  done  to 
XL%.  Even  in  the  matter  of  pardon  and 
bounty,  of  gcntlencfs  and  remii^on,  of 
bearing  each  others  burdens,  and  kind  ib^ 
terpretation.— -F(?r^ri;^  us  our  ir^pa[fi^\  as^ 
ivejbr^ive  them  that  irefpafs  a^ainji  us^ 
fo  we  pray.  The  finaj  fentence  in  this  af- 
f;2dr  is  recorded  by  St.  James,  He  Jhall 
have  judgement  'without  mercy ^  that  hath 
Jhewed  no  mercy  ^.  As  our  poor  bro- 
ther hath  groaned,  under  our  cruelty  and 
ungentle  nature,  without  remedy ;  fo  fliall 
we  before  the  throne  of  God.  We  (hall 
pray,  and  plead,  and  call,  and  beg  again, 
and,  in  themidft  of  our  defpairing  cries,  be 
carried  into  the  regions  of  forrow,  which 
never  did,  and  never  ftiall,  feel  a  mercy. 
Cod  can  never  hear  the  prayers  of  an  un- 
jmerciful  man, 

f  James  ij.  13. 
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Aii^THER  thing  fhbt  efpecial^  hkKfers 
praycfrfrom  obtaiimng  its  effcta^  hafigers 
tirbicfa  IS  a  violeAt  ftorrti  in  the  fpivh  of 
hhn  that  prays.  For  anger  fets  thchcmfe 
on  fire^  and  all  the  fpirits  are  bofjr  tmon 
trouble,  and  intend  offence,  difpleaftirtf,  or 
revenge.  It  is  a  ^ort  madnefj;  a^d  tti 
eternal  enemy  to  rfifcourfe,  and  foba:  cbun- 
fels,  and  fair  converfation.  It  pur&es  its 
objeft  with  all  the  eameftnefs  of  percep-f 
tioh,  or  adlivity  qJF  defign,  arid  a  quicker 
motion  of  a  too  warm  and  diftempered 
bloods  It  is  a  fever  in  the  heart,  and  9 
giddinefs  in  the  head,  and  a  fire  in  th^ 
face,  and  a  fword  in  the  hand».  ajid  a  fu^T 
all  over;  and  therefore  can  never  fuffer 
a  man  to  be  in  a  difpofition  to  pray. 

Por  prayer  is  an  adtion  and  a  flate  of  in- 
tercourfe  and  defire,  exadtly  contrary  to 
this  character  of  anger. .  Prayer  k  an  ac^ 
tion  of  likenefs  to  the  Hdy  Ghofl,  th^ 
fpirit  of  gentlenefs  and  dove-like  fimpU-t 
pity;  an  imitation  of  the  holy  Jefus,  whofe 
charaderiftick  is,  that  he  is  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart ;  and  a  conformity  to  God, 
v^hofe  anger  is  always  juft,  and  marches 

flowly^ 
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flowly,  and  is  without  tranfport,  and  often 
hindered^  and  never  hgfty,  and  ia  full  of 
mercy.  Prayer  is  the  peace  of  our  fpirk, 
the  ftilne&  of  our  thoughts^  the  eve&iieia 
of  recollection,  the  feat  of  meditation,  the 
reft  of  our  cares,  and  the  cahn  of  our 
teoeipeil.  Prayer  is  the  iffuc  of  a  quiet 
ixmid,  of  uBtroubletf  thoughts  ;  it  is  the 
daughter  of  charity,  and  the  iifier  of  meek* 
9e& ;  and  he  that  prays  to  God  with  an 
V^ffYy  that  is,  with  a  troubled  and  dif* 
eompofed  fpirit,  is  like  hhn  that  retires 
into  a  battle  to  meditate*  Anger  is  a  per* 
ie^  alienation  of  the  mind  from  prayer  \ 
and  therefore  is  contrary  to  that  attention, 
which  prefents  our  prayers  in  a  dired:  line 
unto  God. 

And,  bisfides  this,  anger  is  a  combina- 
tkm  of  many  other  things,  every  one  of 
which  18  an  enemy  to  prayer.  It  hath  in 
it  the  trouble  of  forrow,  and  the  heats  of 
drunkennefs,  and  the  difeaie  of  revenge, 
and  the  boilings  of  a  fever,  and  the  rafh-- 
nefi  of  folly,  and  the  difturbance  of  per- 
iecuti<m ;  and  therefore  is  a  certain  effec* 
tive  cneoiy  igainft  prayer  i  which  ought 
I  ■     •■    '    ^  to 
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to  be  a  fpiritual  joy,  and  an  a6t  of  mor- 
tification ;  and  to  have  in  it  no  heats,  but 
of  charity  and  zeal;  and  they  are  to  be 
guided  by  prudence  and  confideration,  and 
allayed  with  the  delicioufnefs  of  mercy,' 
and  the  ferenity  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpiritJ 
And  therefore  St.  Paul  gave  Caution,  that 
{iitfunjhauldnot  gadown  upon  ourivrathj 
meaning,  thatit  ihould  not  ftay  upon  us 
dll- evening  prayer,  for  it  would  hinder 
the  evening  facrifice ;  God  having  by.many 
fighifications  taught  his  people,  that  when 
they  went  to  the.  altars  to  pray,  or  give 
thanks,  they  fhould  bring  no  fm  or  vio- 
Jent  paffion  along  with  them  to  the  fa^ 
crifice. 

Another,  thipg,  which  altho*  it  is  not 
a  direft  fin,  yet  is  an  hinderance  .to  our 
prayers,  and  caufes  them  often,  to  return 
without  cflfedl,  is  indifference^  znA^eqfinefs 
of  defire.  We  pray  for  health  oftentimes ; 
and  God,  it  may  be,  gives  us  a  ficknefg 
tliat  carries  us  to  eternal  life..  We  pray 
for  neceflfary.  fupport  for  our  perfon« .  and 
families;  and  he  |;iv?s  us.qioretb.an.we 

need. 
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need.  We  beg  for  a  removal  of  prefent 
fadnefs  ^  and  he  gives  us  that  which  makes 
us  able  to  bear  twenty  fadneffes,  a  chear- 
ful  fpirit,  a  peaceful  confcience,  and  a  joy 
in  God,  as  a  foretafte  of  eternal  rejoycings 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

But  then,  although  God  doth  very  fre- 
quently give  us  beyond  the  matter  of  our 
dcfires;  yet  he  doth  not  fo  often  give  us 
great  things  beyond  the  Jj^irit  of  our  de- 
fires,  beyond  the  quicknefs,  vivacity,  and 
fervour  of  our  minds.  For  there  is  but  one 
thing  in  the  world  that  God  hates  befides 
fin,  and  that  is,  indifFerency  and  luke- 
warmnefs ;  which,  lalthough  it  hath  not  ia 
it  the  dired:  nature  of  fin,  yet  it  hath 
this  teftimony  from  God,  that  it  is  an 
abomination  unto  him  'f- ;  and  excepting 
this  thing  alone,  God  never  faid  fo  of 
any  thing  in  the  New  Teftament,  but 
3what  was  a  dired:  breach  of  a  command- 
ment. The  reafon  of  it  is,  becaufc  luke- 
-warmnefs,  or  an  indifferent  fpirit,  is  an  un-f 
dervaluing  of  God  and  of  religion.  It  i$ 
a  fcparation  of  our  reafoq  froRi  our  af^ 

\  Rev,  iii.  ?5,  . 

fedions. 
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fe(%ions.  It  t6  a  convifiioQ  of  our  UEider-s 
ftanding  as  to  the  goodnefe  of  a  duty,  and 
a  refufing  to  follow  what  v<re  undcrftand. 

For  he  that  is  lukewarm,  underhand* 
the  better  wajr,  but  feldom  purfoes  it; 
He  hath  fo  much  reafoa  as  is  fufikientj 
but  he  will  not  obey  it.  His  will  doth 
hot  follow  tlie  di(ftate  of  his  linderftand^ 
ing,  and  therefore  it  is  unnaturaL  It  is  like 
the  phantaftick  fires  of  the  night,  where 
there  is  light  and  no  heat; 

And  therefore,  although  an  a£l  of  luke* 

warmnefs  is  only  an  indecency,  and  n© 

fin;  yet  zjlateoi  lukewarmnefs  is  6rimi* 

ftal,   and  a  finful  ftate  of  imperfection. 

An   aB  of  indiflcrency  hinders   ^  ^gU 

prayer  from  being  accepted  /  but  a  fiati 

of  it  makes  the  perfon  ungracious  and 

unacceptable  to  God.    And  therefore  St. 

James,  in  his  accounts  concerning  an  ef^ 

f"e(ftive  prayer,  not  only  requires  that  he 

be  a  juft  man  who  prays,  but  his  prayer 

muft  be  fervent ;  — ^  t^  effeBiial  feroerd 

frayer  of  a  righteous  Inan  avaiietb  tmcb^ 

It  mud  be  an  intent,  :^alcms,'  u<^e,.opo*>' 

rative  prayer. 

Poi^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Sfi&M.n.    Uimterances  (^  Prayer.         ji 

For  cQQfider^  what  a  mighty  indecencjr 
it  is,  that  a  man  (hoiild  ipeak  to  God  iox 
a  tbipg  that  he  values  not;  or  that  he 
iho^  not  vahie  a  thing,  without  which 
he  cannot  be  happy  ^  or  that  he  ihould 
i|)end  his  religipn  upon  a  trifle ;  and  if  it 
be  not  a  trifle,  that  he  fhould  not  fpend 
his  affedtions  upon  it. 

If  our  prayers  be  for  temporal  things,  I 
ihall  not  need  to  (lir  up  your  affections  to 
be  earneil  for  obtaining  them.  We  deiire 
t;hem  greedily,  we  run  after  them  intern-  . 
per^ely,  we  are  kept  from  them,  with 
great  impatience,  we  are  delayed  with  in- 
finite regrets  j  we  prefer  them  before  our 
dutyj  we  afk  them  unieafbnably ;  \ire  re^ 
ceive  them  with  our  own  prejudice,  and 
we  care  not;  we  chuie  them  to  our  hurt  . 
and  hinderance,  and  yet  delight  in  the  pur- 
chafe;  and  when  we  do  pray  for  them, 
we  can  hardly  bring  Qurfelves  to  it  to  fub- 
mit  to  God's  will,  but  will  have  them  (if 
we  can)  whether  he  be  pleafed  or  no. 

But  then  ioi Spiritual  things,  for  the  in- 

tereft  of  our  fouls,  and  the  aflairs  of  hea-^ 

■veo,  we  pray  to  God  with  juft  fuch  a 

zeal 
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*zeal  as  a  man  begs  oF  a  furgcon  to  ciit  him 
for  the  ftone ;  or  a  condemned  man  defires 
his  executioner  quickly  to  put  him  put  of 
his  pain,  by  taking  away  his  life;  When 
things  are  come  to  that  pafs,  it  inuft  be 
dorie;  but  God  knows  with  what  little 
complacency  and  defirc  the  man  makes  his 
requeft. 

And  yet  the  things  of  religion  and  the 
fpirit,  are  the  only  things  that  ought  to 
be  defired  earneftly,  and  purfued  vehe- 
mently ;  becaufe  God  hath  fet  fuch  a  va- 
lue upon  them,  that  they  are  the  efFcdfcs 
of  his  greateft  loving  kindnefs.  They  are 
the  purchafes  of  Ch rift's  Blood,  and  the 
effedt  of  his  continual  interceffion ;  the 
fruits  of  his  bloody  facrifice,  and  the  gifts 
of  his  healing  and  faving  mercy;  the 
graces  of  God's  Spirit,  ahd  the  only  in- 
ftruments  of  felicity.  And  if  we  can  have 
fondncfles  for  things  indifferent,  or  dan- 
gerous; our  prayers  upbraid  our  fpirits, 
when  we  beg  coldly  and  remifsly  for  thofe 
'  things,  for  which  we  ought  to  die ;  which 
are  more  precious  than  the  globes  of 
kings,  and  weightier  than  imperial  fcep- 

tres. 
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tres,  richer  tlran  the  fpoils  of  the  fca,  cfr 
the  treafures  of  the  Indian  hills. 

Under  this  title  of  hikewarmnefsi 
may  be  comprifed  alfo  thefe  cautions : 
That  a  good  maa's  prayers  are  fbmetimes 
hindered  by  inadvertency  *,  fbmetimes  by 
want  of  perfeverance. 

For,  inadvertency^  or  want  of  attend-- 
ance  to  the  fenfe  and  intention  of  our 
prayers,  is  ^n  effeA  of  lukewarmnefs,  and 
a  certain    companion  and   appends^  to 
human  infirmity;  and  is  only  £o  reme- 
died, as    ou^  prayers   are  made  zealous^' 
and  our  infinities  pafs  into  the  (Ir^ngths 
of  the  fpirit.  .  But  if  we  were^  quick  in 
our  perceptions^   either   jCbocernipg   our 
danger,  or  our  need,  or  the  excellency  of 
the  objed,  or  the  glories  of  God,  or  the 
perfedlions  of  religion;    we   fliould    not 
dare  to  throw  away   our.  prayers  fo  like 
fools,  or  come  to  God  and  fay .  a  prayer 
with  our  mind  {landing   at   a   diilaucei 
fometim^s  with  little  attentiont  and  fome-* 
times  none  at  all,     I  Ihall  fay  no  more  td 
this,    but  that  in  reafon  we   can  never 
V.o^.  IV*  D  hope, 
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hope,  that  God  in  heaven  will  hear  our 
prayers,  whidi  we  oudelves  fpeak,  and 
yet  liear  not  at  the  fame  time.  If  they 
be  ribt  worth  oiir  own  attending  to,  they 
are  nbt  ^Vorih  God'is  hearing :  If  they  are 
worth  God's  attending  to,  we  rauft  make 
them'  fo'by*  oiir  6wn  Wal,  iiid  induftry^ 
and  attention,  and  -  a'prefent  and  holy 
fpifit.         ' 

Concei'hlrig  perfevetancer  the  rule  is 
this:  Whatfoever  We  need,  we  tauft  afk 
it  of  Ood^folong  as  We  want  it,  even  till 
#e' haVe  it.  For  God  therefore  many 
timfes^efef g  to^  gi^ant,  that  We  may  J)erfe- 
veire  tio  H^k;  ^And  hecdufe  every  holy 
>prayer'fis-a^  gl6rific4t?<in^of  God,  by  the 

•  cdnfeflteg'ihahy  'of  his  attributes;  a  Uft- 
ing   and   peffeveHng ■  priyer    is 'a   little 

•  Itfaaige  trf  the  glories'  and  fefvifces  ot  hea- 
'  ikn.  ^  It  IS  a  'iodtinaation  to  do  that,^  ac- 
'  C0rd8ng^^6  our  mieafurei  here,  which  virc 

(hall  be  dWng  to  etfet-rial  ages.    Thferefore 
let  "us'-ndt  think,,  that'  fome  few  prayers 

•  <;an'fec!tire*to  us  a  mrghty  bleffidg,  and;  a 
fiipply  of  a  great  tieceffity;  He  that  praya 

'  fo,"ahd'^thfen  leaves*  off;  bath'  faid'  fbme 
4  *  "pr^ycrs^ 
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.prayprs,  ^nd  done  ,the  ordinary  offices  of 
.his  rdi^onj  but  hath  not  ipcwrc;d the  blef- 
jfing,  nor  ufed  means  ^  rcafonably  proppr- 
;  tiona|;)lc  xo  a  m^'ghty  intereft«,    , 

The  fqm  is  this:  If  the  man  that  makes 
the  prayer  be  an  unholy  perfon,  his  prayer 
is  not  the  inftrument  of  a  blefling,  but  a 
curfej  but  when  the  finner  begins  to  re-* 
pent  truly,  then  his  defires  begin  to  be 
holy*  But  if  they  be  holy,  and  juft,  and 
good ;  yet  they  are  without  profit  and  cf*- 
fed,  nf  the  prayer  be  made  without  atten-* 
tion,  or  if  the  man  foon  gives  over,  or  if 
the  prayer  be  not  zealous,  or  if  the  man.be 
ruffled  with  anger*  There  arc  very  many 
ways  for  a  good  man  to  become  unbkflcd, 
and  unprofperous  in  his  prayers.  And  he 
cannot  be  fecure,  unlefs  he  be  in  the  ftate 
of  grace,  and  his  ipirit  be  calm,  and  his 
mind  bef  s^ttentive,  and  his  defires  earned 
and  vebe.m?nt|  ^d  his  devotions  perfevw- 
Wg,  lifting  till  his  needs  be  ferved,  or  px- 
:  changed  for  another  blefling.  Our  prayers 
;  jS^e^fipsand  unholy,  if  a  wicked  man  make 
th^m;  and  if  they  be,  made  by  a  good 
man,  ^hey  are  yet  ineff€<5live,  unlefs  they 
Da  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


26  Hinderances  of  Prayer. 

be  improved  by  their  proper  difpofitiorts. 
A  good  man  cannot  prevail  in  his  prayersj 
if  his  defirfes  be  cold,  and  hisf  affcftidns 
trifling,  and  his  induftry  foon  weary.  And 
if  all  thefe  appendages  be  obfcrved,  yet 
they  will  do  no  good  to  an  evil  man ;  for 
his  prayer  that  begins  in  fin,  ihall  end  in 
ibrrpw. 

Henceforth,  therefore,  let  no  one  won- 
der^ that  of  thofe  who  pray,  fo  few  find 
any  acceptable  return.  To  make  up  a 
good  and  fu^'cient  prayer,  there  mull  be 
purity  of  intention,  purity  of  the  body  and 
foul.  There  muft  be  no  vice  remaining, 
no  affcdion  to  fin.  Eor  he  that  brings  his 
body  to  God,  and  hath  left  his  will  in  the 
power  of  any  fin,  offers  ,to  God  an  imper- 
fc<a  oblation,  and  not. a  reafonable  facri- 
fice. 

Let  us  therefore  take  heed,  that  we  do 
not  lofe  our  prayers ;  for  by  them  We  hOpe 
to  have  eternal  life.  And  let  any  man, 
whofe  confcience  is  moft  religious  and  ten- 
der, confider,  what  condition  that  man  is 
in,  that  hath  not  faid  his  prayers  in  thirty 
or  forty  years  together;  And  that  is  the 

true 
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true  ftatc  of  him,  who  hath  lived  fo  long 
in  the  courfe  of  art  nnfandtified  life.  In 
all  that  while,  he  never  faid  one  prayer  that 
did  him  any  good ;  but  they  ought  to  be 
reckoned  to  him  upon  the  account  of  his 
fin€.  He  that  is  in  the  affedion,  or  in  the 
habit,  or  in  the  ftate,  of  any  one  fin  what- 
foever,  is  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  and  con* 
trariety  to  God,  that  he  provokes  God  to 
anger  in  every  prayer  he  makes. 

And  then  add  but  this  confideration ; 
that  prayer  is  the  great  fum  of  our  reli- 
gion; it  is  the  efFed,  and  the  exercife,  and 
the  beginning,  and  the  promoter  of  all 
graces,  and  the  confunimation  and  perfec- 
tion of  many ;  and  all  thofe  perfons  who 
afpire  towards  heaven,  and  yet  Jfire  not  ex- 
perienced in  the  fecrets  of  religion,  they 
reckon  their  piety,  and  account  their  hopes^ 
only  upon  the  flock  of  a  few  prayers.    It 
may  be  they  pray  twice  every  day,  it  may 
be  thrice ;  and  blefled  be  God  for  it ;  fo 
far  is  very  well.  But  if  it  (hall  be  remem- 
bered and  confidered,  that  this  courfe  of 
piety  is  fo  far  from  warranting  a  courfe  of 
fin,  that  any  one  habitual  and  cherifhed 
D  3  fitt 
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findeftroysrthe  eff^a  of  all.  that  pietyr  we 
{hall  fee  thtffe  is  reifon  to  account  this,  _tQ 
be:  one  of  tbofe  great  8fgument§,  with 
which  God  bath  fd  boarid:  the  duty  of  h<)ly 
liviftfe  upon  us,  that  without  an  holy  Ufa 
we  cannot  in  any  ftnfe  be  happy,  or  have 
the  effed  of  one  p«ayer, 

3ut  if  we  be  returning  and  repenting 
iinneh,  God  delights  to  hear,  becawfc  h<j 
delights  to  fave  us,: 

When  a  man  is  holy,  then  Godis  gra- 
dousj  and  an  holy  life  is  the  bcft,  and  in- 
deed is  a  continual  prayer. 

And  repentance  is  the  heft  argument  to 
move  God  to  mercy;  becaufe  it  is  the  in- 
ftrumcnt  to  unite  our  prayers  to  th?  inter. 
ce4ion  of  the  holy  Jefus, 


SPRMON 
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S    E    R    M    ON     III. 

The.  true  Foundation  of  Tranquility. 

[From  Bifhop.  Hall's  "  Heavpn  upon  Earth."] 

JOB  txn.  21. ' 

Acquainf  now  tjoyf elf  with  hitn%  ^^4  he  at 
peace. 

TIESE  wordiB  point  out  to  uS  the 
true  grounds  of  peace,  and  tran- 
quility,  and fatisfa<5tioQ  of  mind; 
namely,  by  ftcuring  an  iptereft  in  the  great 
Author  and  giver  of  peace.  Many  of  the 
Heathens  treated  learnedly  and  wifely  con- 
cerning thpfe  things  whiqh  cifeate  happi* 
nefe  and  contentment ;  but  they  erred  ia 
the  main  point,  by  not  referring  the  fame 
to  the  account  of  religion  ajid  duty  towards 
God.  They  have  been  more  fliilful  in  de^ 
fcribing  that^ood  e^ateof  the  mind  which 
is  called  tranquility,  or  that  more  perfedl; 
Jtate  of  the  mind  which  is  called  happinefs^ 
P  4  ^hw 
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than  in  pointing  out  the  means  to  obtain  . 
them. 

They  teach  us,  that  the  tranquility  of 
the  mind  U,'as  pf  the  fta  and  wqatherf. 
when  nq  wind  ftirreth,  when  the  waves 
do  not  tumultuoufly  rife  and  fall  upoacach 
other,  but  when  the  face  both  of  the  he^* 
ven  and  waters  is  ftill,  and  fair,  and  equa- 
ble :  That  it  is  fuch  an  eyeij  <iifpQfition  of 
the  heart,  wherein  the  fpales  of  the  min4 
neither  pfe  up  towards  the  beam,  through 
their  own  light nefs>  or  the  over- weening 
opinion  of  profpcrity;  nor  ai«  tpo.m^ch 
depreflpd  \vith  any  Ipf d  of  forraw ;   but 
hanging  e^ual  and  unmoved  hjetwi^t  botfai 
give  a  m?n  liberty  in  all  occurrences  to  en- 
joy himfelf.  Not  that  a  perfon  of  the  moft 
temperate  miqd  can  be  (o  far  the  fnaft^r  of 
his  paffions,  as  that  fpmetimes  his  g:rief 
fhall  not  exceed  h(is  joy,  or  his  joy  excpsd 
his  grief,  according  tp  the  <;ontr^ry  o<:ca- 
fions  of  both  :  for  not  the  eveneft  weights, 
but  at  their  firft  putting  into  the  balance, 
Ibmewhat  iway  both  parts  thereof,    not 
without  fome  fhew  of  inequality ;  which 

yet,  after  fome  motion,  fettle  themfelve? 

J ..  ,    .   ^     •      '    •-•.•■•—-     ■  ■  ■  . 
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in  an  equal  poife.    It  is  enough^  that  afte^ 
fome  fuddeh  agitation^  it  can  return  to  it« 
felf,    and  reft  itfclf  at  laft  in  a  rcfolvcd 
peace.     And  this   due   compofcdncfs    of 
mind  is  required  unto  our  tranquility,  not 
for  fome  (hort  fits  of  good  humour,  which 
foon  after  end  in  difcontedtment,  but  with 
the  condition  of  perpetuity.    For  there^  is 
no  heart  makes  fo  rough  weather,  as  not 
fometimes  to  admit  of  a  calm;  and  the 
man  that  is  moft  difordered,  finds  fome  - 
refpites  of  quietnefs.    The  balances  that 
are  mod  ill  matched  in  their  unfteady  mo« 
tions,  ccHne  to  an  equality,  but  ftay  not  at 
it.    So  then  the  calm  mind  muft  be  fettled 
in  an  habitual  reft ;  not  then  firm,  when 
there  is  nothing  to  fhake  it  i  but  then  lea(^ 
ihaken,  when  it  is  moft  affaulted. 

Whence  it  eafily  appears,  how  vainly 
tranquility  hath  been  fought,  either  in  fuch 
a  conftant  ftate  of  outward  things,  as 
ihould  give  no  diftafte  to  the  mind,  virhilft 
all  earthly  things  vary  with  the  weather, 
and  have  no  ftay  but  in  uncertainty ;  or 
othervnfein  the  natural  temper  of  the  foul, 
fljrcfl:?^  by  humap.  precepts,  fo  as  not  to 

be 
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be  affciStcd  by  any  cailu^  events,  whq-eas, 
it  caoDpt.by  any  hutnaa  ppwer  be  hdd 
conftaat  to  itf^^  butonewhU^Js  chica^* 
ful>  ilirring,,  and  ready  to  qad^tjiK^  .^ny 
thing,  anp;hw  wWle  dfowfy,.  duU,,  cpwr 
fortleftt,  prpne,  tpj  reft,,  weary  of  itfelf, 
loathiog.itP  Qwa.pur^ppfejs.aod  reiblutions. 
Jn  both.  t)f(  which  particulars^,  fince  the 
ivifeft  phibji^ershave  grotthdsd  all  the 
rules  of  thar  tranquility,  ir  is(  plaio  that 
they  faw  itiafaroff;  as  they  did  heaven  it** 
felf,  with  a  defirei.  and  admiration,  bqt 
knew  not  tke.  way  to  it :  whereupon,  alas, 
how  flightiandJ  impotept  are  the  remedies 
wbidi  theiy?  prefcrtbe  for  unquietncft  ? 

For.  whatis  iii  that  for  the(  inconllancy 
andkziniifsrQftbejiuDdftaHdiipkafing  it<p 
felf  in  whatkdxM^^  we  (houldf  ever  be  em- 
ploying our(blves:  in  fome  publick  afikirs; 
f:Itufingourbuliaeff^  accordftlg  to  our  in- 
cMnatkni^'  and)  ppofecuting  what  we  have 
chofenr?  .wherewith  being  zthSt  cloyed, 
w»  fhouM  mtireiourfelves,  aod  wear  out  the 
reft  of  our  time  in  private  ftudits;  that  we 
(l^ouldmfeike  dqe  trials  of  our-dwa ability^ 
pf  the  i^ttvire  of  our  bi}fino^6>  and  of  the 

difpofitions 
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difpofidons  af  our  fricfxls :  that  in  refpedt 
of-worldljr  cftale  or  wealthy  we  ihould  be 
btKtcarelefsljraiFeftedi  fo  drawing  it  io,  as 
it' may  beleaft  for  (hew,  and  moft  for  ufei 
reriioving  all  pomp;  bridling  our  hopes j 
and  cutting  offTuperfluities:  for  crofles^  to 
cdnfider  that  cuilom  will  abate  and  miti-> 
gite  them;  that  the  beft  things  are  but 
chains^afnd  burdens  to  tbofe  that  have  them; 
that  the  Worft  thingrhave  fome  niixture  of 
comfort  to  thofe  that  groan  under  thcftn. 

Or,  leaving  thefe  lower  rudiments  that 
arc  given  to  weak  minds,  to  examine  thofe 
exalted  rules  of  morality  which  are  cbnw 
lAended  to  the  moil  wife  and  ablb  pra<^iv 
tionets ;  what  is  it  for  a  man  to  account 
bimfelf  as  a  tenant  at  will?  To  imagine  be-» 
forehand  the  worft  that  can  happen,  in  all 
cafual  matters  ?  To  avoid  all  idle  and  im- 
pertinent bufineiTes,  all  pragmatical  med^ 
i^ng  with  affairs  of  flate?  Not  to  fix  our- 
felves  |b  n>uch  upon  any  one  condition,  ^g 
to  be  impatient  of  x  change  ?  To  call  back 
the  mind  from  outward  things,^  and  draw 
\t  bottie  into  itfelf  ?  Not  to  depend  on  other 
pSfCt  o|)inions^  but  to  ftand  on  our  own. 

bottoms  ? 
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bottoms  ?  To  carry  ourfclvcs  in  an  honcft 
and  plain  truth,  free  from  a  curious  hypo- 
crify  or  aflFedtation  of  fceming  otherwife 
than  we  arc,  and  yet  as  free  from  a  bafe 
kind  of  careleffnefs  ?  To  intermix  retired- 
ncfs  with  Society,  fo  as  the  one  may  give 
fweetnefs  to  the  other  ?  So  flackening  the 
mind,  that  we  may  not  loofen  it;  and  fo 
bending,  as  we  may  not  break  it  ?  To  make 
mofl  of  ourfelves,  chearing  our  fpirits  with  , 
variety  of  recreations  and  indigencies  ? 

All  thefe  in  their  kinds  are  ufeful  and 
bepeficiah  but  are  unable  to  efFedt  that, 
foj;. which  they  are  propounded.  Nature 
teachethus,  that  all  thefe  (hould  be  done, 
bpt  cannot  teach  us  how  to  do  them.  And  , 
yet  if  we  do  all  thefe,  and  no  more,  we 
are  iyil  very  far  from  true  reft  and  tran- 
quility. 

For  neither  are  here  the  greateft  enemies 
of  our  peace  fo  much  as  defcried  afar  o0i 
nor  thofe  that  are  noted  are  hereby  fo  pre-t 
vented,  that  upon  moft  dih'gent  pra(2ice 
we  can  promife  to. ourfelves  any  fecurity. 
And  he  that  is  bcft  furnilhed  with  them 
^1,  cannot  thereby :  bid  defiance  to  all 
\  .'..:     /  ^  finifter 
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finifter  events;  the  mind  of  man  is  too 
weak  to  bear  up  by  the  ftrength  of  thefe 
ag'ainft  all  onfets.  There  are  li^ht  croffes, 
'  that  will  take  an  eafy  repulfe ;  others  yet 
'fironger,  that  (hake  the  houfe  fide,  but 
break  not  in  upon  us;  others  vebementf 
which  by  force  make  way  to  the  heart 
where  they  ^nd  none,  breaking  open  the 
door  of  the  foul  that  denies  entrance; 
others  violent,  th^l  lift  the  mind  off  the 
hinges,  or  rend  the  bars  of  it  in  pieces ; 
oihtvs  furious,  that  tear  up  the  very  foun- 
dations from  the  bottom,  leaving  no  mo- 
nument behind  them  but  ruin. 

The  wifeft  and  moft  refolute  moralift 
•  that  ever  viras,  looked  pale  at  the  fight  Of 
death.  And  one  of  the  beft  of  the  heathen 
emperors,  juftly  magnified  that  courage  of 
chfiftians,  which  made  them  infult  over 
their  tormentors,  and  by  the  fearlcfsncfs 
of  earthquakes,  and  death?,  argued  the 
truth  of  their  religion.  It  mud  be,  it  can 
be  none  but  a  divine  power,  that  can  up- 
hold the  mind  againft  the  rage  of  fore  af- 
flLftions,  and  yet  the  greateft  crofles  are 
not  the  greateft  enemies  to  inward  peace. 
I  Let 
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,  Let  us  therefore  look  pp  above,  purftlye^i 
and  from  the  rules  of  ^n  higher  ^r%y  fupp] jr 
the  dcfe£l8  of  natural  wifdom ;  following 
fuch  infallible  dircaions  for  .tranquility, 
that  whofoever  fhall  obfcrve,  cannot  but 
live  fweetly  and  with  continual  delight, 
applauding  himfelf  at  home,  whi^n.all  the 
world  befides  him  fhall  be  ipiferable.  To 
which  purpofe  it  will  be  requifite,,  firft  to 
remove  all  caules  pfunquietnefs,  arjd  then 
to  fet  down  the  grounds  of  opr  happy 
reft- 

Now  there  are  two  univerfal  enemies  of 
tranquility;  confcioufnefs  of  eyil  done, 
and  fenfeof  evil  fufFefed.  The. former  in 
one  word  vJtc^XJins;  the  latter,  <:rqffes* 
The  firft  of  thefe  (to  wit,, our  fins)  mu.ft 
be  taken .  quite  away,  and  the  fecond 
(namely,  croffes)  muft  be  duly  tepiperedf 
before  the  heart  can  be  at  reft. 

Firft,  as  to  Jin;  How  can  that.njan^^d 

at  peace,  who  is  at  variance  with  God, 

and  with  himfelf  ^  How  (hould  peace  be 

God's  gift,   if  it  could  be  without  hiqi, 

^  or  could  be  againft  him  ?  It  is  the  pjpfef- 

fipa 
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iion  of(in>  to  caafe  quarrds  betwiirt  God 
and  maDy  ^  and  betwixt  a  man  and  YnrnfAS. 
And  this  enmity^  though  it  doth  not  con-* 
tinualiy  flicwitfclf,  becaufe  the  confciencc 
is  not  always  damorous^  but  &metimes  is 
filenty  and  at  other  times  only  murmurs  a 
fittle,  yet  it  wotks  always -fccret'unquict- 
ncfs  to  the  heart.  The  giiiky  man  may 
have  a  feeming  truce,  but  a  true  peace  he 
cannot  have.  Look  upon  him  who  hath 
a  guilty  heart,  atid  you  (hall  fee  his  face 
pale  and  ghaftly,  his  fmiles  and  laughters 
faint  and  beafdefs ;  his  fpeeches  doubtful, 
and  full  of  abrupt  ilops^  bnd  unfeafonable 
turnings;  bis  purpofes  and  motions  un-- 
fieady,  and  favouring  of  mtich  diAra6Jon  ; 
arguing  plainly,  that  fin  is  not  fo  fmooth 
at  its  firfl  motions,  as  turbulent  after* 
wards. 

Hence  are  thofe  vain  wcaryings  of  places 
and  companies,  together  with  ourfelves  ; 
that  the  galled  foiil  doth,  after  the  manner 
of  fick  perfons,  feek  rcfrefhing  in  variety  ^ 
and  after  many  toffing  and  turned  lices, 
ctJmplains  of  remedilefs  tind  unabated  tor- 
ment.   Alas,  what  avails  it  to  kek  for 

outward 
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outward  reliefs,  when  a  man  Ijath  his  own 
executioner  within  him?  If  he  could  (hift 
from  himfelf>  he  might  haw  fome  hope 
of  eafe ;  but  wherever  he  betakes  himfelf, 
his  confcience  attends  him. 

But  there  are  fome  firm  add  obdurate 
finners,  whofe  refolution  can;  laugh  their 
fins  out  of  countenance.  But  can  ajny  man 
believe,  that  fuch  a  man's  heart  hughs 
with  his  face  ?  Will  not  he.  dare  to  be  an 
hypocrite,  who  durft  be  a  villain?  Such  a 
man  can  grieve  when  none  fees  it,  though 
he  puts  on  a  chearful  countenance  when 
men's  eyes  are  upon  him.  The  man's 
heart  bleedetb,  when  his  .face  counterfeits 
a  fmile.  He  wears  out  many  waking  hours, 
when  we  think  he  is  at  reft:  yea,  as  his 
thoughts  afford  him  not  fleep,  fo  his  i?ery 
deep  affords  him  not  refl: ;  but  while  his 
fenfes  are  tied  up,  his  fin  is  loofe,  repre- 
fenting  itfelf  to  him  in  horrible  appear- 
ances. The  fire  of  the  confcience  may 
lie  fmothered  for  a  time,  but  it  will  break 
out  at  length  with  the  greater  fury. 

Let  no  man  therefore  hope  lo  ftop  the 
moutjjof  his  confcience  from. Exclaiming, 

vvhilft 
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whilfl  his  fin  continues;  for  that  endca* 
vour  is  both  vain  and  hurtful.  Time, 
which  remedies  all  other  evils  of  the  mind, 
increafeth  this ;  which^  like  to  bodily  dif-* 
eafes,  proves  worfe  with  continuance,  and 
grows  upon  us  with  our  age. 

There  can  be  therefore  no  peace  with- 
out reconciliation.  A  man  cannot  be  in 
firiendfliip  with  himfclf,  whilft  he  is  at  en- 
mity with  God.  And  there  can  be  no  re- 
conciliation without  remiffion.  God  can 
neither  forget  the  injury  of  fin,  nor  dif- 
femble  hatred.  And  yet  there  can  be  no 
fatisfadion  by  any  recompence  of  ours.  An 
infinite  juftice  is  offended,  and  an  infinite 
punifliment  is  deferved  by  every  fin.  When 
we  have  exerted  our  beft  endeavours,  we 
are  ftill  but  unprofitable  fervants.  Where 
then  (hall  we  find  a  payment  of  infinite 
value,  but  in  him  only  who  is  of  infinite 
dignity  ?  who  took  our  nature  upon  him, 
and  emptied  himfelf  of  all  his  glory,  that 
he  might  put  on  our  (hame  and  mifery. 
Let  us  therefore,  by  faith  and  obedience, 
apply  ourfelves  to  our  divine  and  eternal 
Peace-maker,  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  the 
E  Mediator 
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Mediator  between  God  and  mafa,  whoni 
heaven  and  earth  obey,  and  the  angels 
adore  with  perpetual  praifes  and  rejoicings. 
In  fliort,  there  is  no  other  way  but  this : 
Our  cpnfcience  muft  have  cither  fatisfaftion 
or  torment.  Therefore  let  us  difcharge 
our  fin  betimes^  and  be  at  peace. 

Hitherto  I  have  fpoken  concerning  the 
moil  inward  and  dangerous  enemy  of  our 
peace,  namely,  our  fins ;  which  if  we  have, 
once  mattered,  the  conqueft  of  the  other 
enemy  to  our  peace  will  be  more  eafy, 
namely^  our  crojjes^  or  afflidions.    Thefe 
difquiet  us  either  in  their  prefent  feeling, 
or  their  expectation.  And  when  they  meet 
with  weak  minds,  they  do  fo  extremely 
diftemper  them,  that  the  patient  for  the 
time  is  not  himfelf.    How,  many  have 
there  been,  that,  preffed  down  by  affliction,, 
and  weary  of  their  lives,  have  made  their, 
own  hands  their  executioners?  How  many,, 
meeting  with  a  headitrong  grief,   which 
they  could  not  manage^  have  by  the  vio- 
lence of  it  been  carried  quite  from,  their, 
wits?  How  many  millions,  either  forin- 
8  curable 
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curable  maladies^  or  for  lofles;  or  for  dcfa- 
mationSy  or  for  fad  accidents  to  their  chil^ 
dren»  wear  out  their  lives  in  perpetual  dif- 
content^  therefore  living,  becaufe  they  can- 
not yet  die,  and  not  becaufe  they  like  to 
live  ?  If  there  could  be  any  human  receipt 
prefcribed  to  avoid  evils,  it  would  be  pur- 
chafed  at  an  high  rate ;  but  it  is  impoflible 
that  earth  (hould  redrefs  what  is  fent  from 
heaven  5  and  if  it  could  be  done,  even  the 
want  of  miferies  would  prove  miferable : 
for  the  mind,  cloyed  with  continual  feli- 
city, would  grow  a  burden  to  itfclf,  loath- 
ing that  at  laft,  which  intermiiBoh  would 
have  made  pleafant.  Summer  is  the  moft 
agreeable  feafon  of  the  year,  wherein  the 
earfh  is  both  moft  rich  with  increafe,  and 
mod  gorgeous  for  ornament ;  yet  if  it  were 
not  received  with  interchanges  of  cold  frofts 
and  piercing  winds,  it  would  lofe  much  of 
its  pleafantnefs :  Summer  would  be  no 
fummer,  if  winter  did  not  both  lead  it  in^ 
and  fdlow  it.  We  may  not  therefore  ei- 
ther hope  or  flrive  to  efcape  all  crdiTes : 
{bme  we  may:  What  we  can^  let  us  fly 
£  2  from ; 
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from;  what  y^e  cannot,  let  us  allay'  wd 
mitigate:  And  in  croflbs,  uoiverfally.let  this . 
be  our  role,  To  muke  ourfelvcs  none  ^  to 
efcape foine;  bear  the  reft;  and  leffen  all* 
«  Our  apprehenfion  concerning  them  givses 
life  to  croffes ;  and  if  fotne  be  real,  •  moft 
are  as  they  are  taken.  There  hav^e  been 
Imany,  who,  when  God  hath  meant  no 
htirt  to  them,  have  framed  to  tbemfelves 
croffes  out  of  their  own  imagination ;  and 
have  found  that  infuppartable  for  weight, 
whidi  in  truth  never  was,  neither  had  ever 
any  but  a  fancied  being,  OtherB  havtt 
laughed  out  heavy  afHidtions>  for  which 
they  were  benofoaned  of  the  beijoiders. 
Orfe  Tec<yivc8  a  deadly  wound,  and  looks 
nbt  fo  much  as  pale  at  the  fmart;  iaaother 
hears  of  many  loffes,  and  ,gocs  to  his  reft, 
not  breiaking  an  boor's  fleep  for  that,  which 
would  iweak  the  heart  df  fome  xsi^jei^. 
There  can  be  no  remedy  for  inaisginary 
croffes,  but  wifdom.;  wirich  ftrnfl  teach  u» 
to  cfteem  of  all  even^  as  Ihey  are;  like  a 
true  ,glafs  reprefenti»g  all  things  to  onr 
minds Jr  their  due  proportion  :  ip  t$,'tbo&\ 
may  ml  feem  to  be  ^ rjetfTes  which  are  not, 
I  and 
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and  that  little  and  gentle  ones  may  not 
feem  great  and  intolerable.  Let  us  attend 
to  the  counfels  of  prudence,  and  thefe  fan-- 
tailical  evils  (hall  vanifh  away. 

As  to  thofe  which  are  real^  it  would  be 
impertinent  advice  to  counfel  men  to  av9id 
them.  Nature  hath  taught  even  the  brute 
creatures  fo  much  by  inftin<ft.  And  our 
felf-love,  making  the  bed  advantage  of 
reafon,  will  eafily  make  us  fo  wife  and  caro- 
fuL  It  is  more  worth  our  labour,  fince 
our  life  is  io  open  to  calamities,  and  our 
nature  to  impatience,  to  teach  men  to 
bear  what  evils  they  cannot  avoids  and  how 
by  a  wdl'^dtfpofednefs  of  mind  we  may 
corrcft  tibe  iniquity  of  all  hard  events. 
Wherein  it  is  hardly  credible,  how  much 
good  arts  and  precepts  of  refolution  may 
avaB  us. 

One  remedy  is,  to  expeSl  them  before 
they  come.  A  mind  rcfolved  beforehand, 
can  do,  and  foffer  much.  Et^ils  will  come 
never  the  fooner  becaufe  we  looked  for 
them,  but  they  mXX  come  much  the  etfier. 
It  is  a  labour  weU  loft,  if  tbey  come  not^ 
find  well  employed,  if  tbey  do.  We  arc 
E  3  ^«re 
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furc  the  worft  may  come,  why  (hould  we 
be  fecure  that  it  will  not  ?  Suddennefs  finds 
weak  minds  fecure/ makes  them  miferable, 
and  leaves  them  defperate.  The  heft  way 
therefore  is,  to  make  things  pre&nt  in 
imagination  before  they  come,^that  they 
may  be  half  paft  in  their  violence  when 
they  do  come. 

Neither  doth  it  a  little  blun(  the  edge  of 
evils,  to  confider  that  tbey  come  from  a 
divine  hand f  vAiok  almighty  power"  is 
guided  by  a  moft  wife  providence,  and 
tempered  with  a  fatherly  love-  He  ftrikcs 
us,  that  made  us,  and  that  governs  the 
world ;  why  do  we  ftruggle  and  contend 
with  him  ?  Shall  we  make  ourfelves  fools, 
'  or  rebels ;  fb(ds,  if  we  be  ignorant  whence 
pur  croiSes  come;  rebels,  if  we  know  it, 
and  be  impatient?  Our  fuiFerings  are  from 
God,  from  our  God ;  who  hath  appointed 
how  much  we  fhall  abide,  and  where  oiir 
rhileries  ihall  be  ftinted.  We  muft  there- 
fore either  blafpheme  God  in  our  hearts, 
detrading  from  his  infinite  juftice,  wif- 
dom,  power,  and  mercy,  which  all  fhall 
ftand  inviolable,  when  millions  of  fuch 
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worms  as  we  are  (hall  be  gone  to  be  duft ; 
or  elfe  confefs  that  we  ought  to  be  patient. 
But  neither  is  it  enough  to  be  patient  in 
croffes,  if  we  be  not  alfo  thankful.  Good 
things  challenge  more  than  bare  content- 
ment. Croffes,  (unjuftly  termed  evils),  as 
they  are  fent  by  him  that  is  all  goodnefs, 
fo  they  are'  fent  for  good,  and  his  end  can- 
not be  fruftrate.  What  greater  good  can 
be  to  the  difeafed  man,  than  fit  and  proper 
phyfick  to  cure  him  ?  Croffes  are  the  only 
medicines  of  fick  minds.  Our  found  body 
carries  with  it  a  fick  foul :  we  feci  it  not 
perhaps ;  fo  much  the  more  arc  we  fick, 
and  fo  much  more  dangeroufly.  Perhaps 
we  may  labour  under  too  great  a  fiilnefs  of 
pride,  of  fome  dropfy  of  covetoufncfs,  or 
fome  fever  of  luxury,  or  confumption  of 
envy,  or  perhaps  of  the  lethargy  of  idle- 
nefs,  or  of  the  phrenfy  of  anger ;  It  is  an 
extraordinary  foul  indeed  that  hath  not 
fome  difeafe ;  and  only  crofic8  are  the  re- 
medy. What  if  they  be  unpleafant  ? 
they  are  phyfick ;  It  is  enough  if  they  bo 
wholcfome.  It  is  not  the  pleafant  tafte,  but 
ifhe  fecrct  virtue,  that  recommends  medi- 
E  4  cines^ 
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cines.  When  we  complain  of  a  bodily  difr 
eafc,  we  fend  to  the  phyfician,  that  he 
Tiiay  fend  us  not  favoury,  but  wholefome 
potions :  we  repeive  them  in  fpite  of  our 
abhorring  flomachi  gnd  withal  both  thank 
and  reward  the  phyfician.  Our  foul  is 
fick:  Qur  heavenly  phyfician  fees  it,  and 
pities  us  before  we  pity  ourfelves;  and  un- 
applied to,  fends  us  not  a  plaufible,  but  a 
fovereign  remedy;  and  inflead  of  thanks^ 
we  repine  at,  and  revile  our  phyfician.  How 
comes  it  that  we  love  ourfelves  fo  little,  a$ 
that  we  had  rather  undergo  death  than 
pain,  chufing  rather  wilful  ficknefs,  thaa 
an  harQi  remedy  ? 

Laftly,  This  confideration  is  powerful^ 
againft  the  laft  and  greateft  of  all  terrible 
things,  even  death  itfislf ;  which  juftly  de- 
rides all  the  vliB  human  precepts  of  tranr 
quility,  terrifying  the  mofl:  refolute,  and 
vexing  the  moft  chearful  minds.  When 
this  great  adverfary  infulte  over  frail  mor- 
tality, the  true  Chrifiiaii  dares  boldly  to 
encounter  him,  and  retliming  viSorioufly, 
pap  fing  in  triumph,  O  deaih\  where  ;>  thy 
Jihg?  How  advantageous  is  that  death^ 
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which  determines  this  falfe  and  dying  Itfe^ 
and  begins  a  true  one»  above  all  the  titles 
of  happinefs!  The  Epicure  or  Sadducce 
dares  not  die,  for  fear  of  not  being :  The 
guilty  and  loofe  worldling  dares  not  die,  for 
fear  of  being  mifcrable:  The  diftrufting 
and  doubtful  Half-chriftian  dares  not  die, 
becaufe  he  knows  not  whether  he  (hall  be 
miferablc  or  no:  But  the  refolved  Chriftian 
dares  and  would  die,  becaufe  he  knows  he 
(hall  be  happy ;  and  looking  chearfully  to- 
wards heaven,  (the  place  of  his  reft),  can 
unfeignedly  fay  with  St.  Paul,  he  defires 
to  be  diffolved,  and  to  be  with  Chrift. 

And  let  us  take  care  to  be  of  that  num- 
ber, and  we  need  not  fear  any  temporal 
calamities  that  may  befal  us. 


SERMON 
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SERMON    IV, 

How  to  form  Refolutfons  of  Repentanpf ^ 
[From  Mr.  Kettlewbli.J 

ACTS    Xi.  2?. 

Who  when  be  came,  and  had  feen  tbti  grace 
of  God,  was  ^hd\  and  exhorted  them  allp 
that  with  purpojfe  of  heart  they  woul4 
cieave  unto  the  Lord. 

WHEN  feme  of  thofc  Chriftiane, 
who  were  difperfed  abroad  upoa 
the  death  of  St.  Stephen^  cam^ 
to  Antioch^  and  upon  their  preaching  mpl« 
titudes  believed;' the  church  of  Jerufalem 
ient  out  Barnabas^  that  he  (hould  go  and 
confirm  them  in  the  Qew  courfe  of  lifi^ 
which  they  had  undertaken^  and  in  the 
holy  faith  which  they  had  received.  And 
this  he  doth  in  the  words  of  my  text| 
fFho  ipben  be  came,  and  had  feen  the  grau 
of  God,  was  glad*,  and  exhorted  them  all^ 
that  withpurpqfe  of  if  ear f  they  wotfldf leave 
unto  tAe  Lord, 

'  '  By 
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'  Bjr  cleaving  to  the  Lord^  we  may  unckr-* 
ftand*  not  only  adhering  to  God  and  the 
Chriftian  religion,  inoppofition  to  the  Jcwifli 
worfliip,  and  to  all  falfe  gods  and  heathen 
idols ;  a  point  very  neceflary  to  be  prefled, 
when  they  fought  converts  among  Jews 
and  Gentiles;— —not  only  adhering  to  go- 
ipel  truths,  when  they  grow  hazardous;  a 
thing  very  requifite  to  be  inculcated  at  that 
time  ;^— but  alfo  adhering  to  him  in  virtue 
and  holinefs,  in  oppc^tion  to  a  wicked 
life;  a  thing  moft  indiipenfibly  required, 
ju^bd  fit  to  be  ftudioufly  urged,  in  ail  timet. 
In  adhering  thus  to  God  io  a  virtuous 
<:Qttfre,  we  (hall  meet  with  many  difficul- 
ties, aod  be  put  to  deny  ourfdhres,  and  very 
Jftktly  others  too,  whom  either  out  of  fome 
temporal  expedation,  or  ^ScQm»^  we 
g^dly  would  comply  withal ;  and  this  is 
caou^  to  dagger  our  choice^  and  to  draw 
bfir  hearts  off  from  Ood,  tmlefs  they  arc 
fttlly  bemt  upon  his  ways,  and  fixed  to  him 
by  a  firm  jrefolution  and  fleady  ptirpafe  of 
(bbedieoce.  And  /W,  the  a|>oAk  calb  fw 
TO.dns  pdace,  from  thofe  who  were  eng^B^ed 
|n,  and  would  go  on  with,  God's  iervice^ 
T  b9 
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he  exh^tfd  them  t^iU  tbst  with  purpojt  of 
heart  they  wotilddeave  unto  the  Lord. 

My  ckfi^  from  thefe  words  is  to  (bew^ 
iiow  to  form  fuch  a  refolutton  of  new  life 
and  pnrpofe  of  repentaaoe^asinay  both  iet 
us  in»  and  alio  carry  us  through  wtth^ 
God^  fervice :  and  this  may  icon  moft 
fteoeiTary  to  be  infiiled  oo»  becauie  the  fiur 
greateft  part  of  penitential  purpo&s  faH 
oS^  before  they  have  wrougltt  an  mivtti^ 
able  pcadtice.  So  that  it  is  highly  siefal 
(0  inqoii^^  what  are  thek  deleds ;  and 
how>  in  a  4>oint  of  inch.fcteroal  momoot^ 
we  may  ^presvent  nufqaofiages. 

itiisirot  mil  holy  drefohrtbnthat  ndUoireM 
come  onr  vices^  and  keep  xa  true  to  xMt 
Maker  againft  ^1  temptations.  If  it  as 
weak  or  waverings  libe  iblicitatioiis  of  ouc 
oJd  friends  will  quickiy  alter,  or  .the.fl0ength 
of  :gmt  :teinptatkns  ovwpower  it.  U  it 
iscbteflgr  for  remote  fotnotios^  jnd  ovsx^ 
loaks  what  is  next  at  hand;  it  wiU  allow 
toa  tobe  wictedfortbepcefcnt.  If  it  be 
oadeiMly  in  a  goadmoodl^  and  the  ab-s 
fence  -of  temptations^  ict  will  mloc  bear  oa 
Mt  Mrdben  mt  icome  tindor  diem.    If  it  he 

ra(b 
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radi  dnd  haily^  without  a  due  forefight  and 
confideration  both  of  the  duties  and  the 
difficulties  which  we  r^folved  upon  j  it  will 
be  quafliedi  when  hardQiips  come  that 
were  not  expedfced.  If  thi^  refolution  is 
too  indulgent  about  means  atid  expedi* 
ences»  and  not  flri<9:  enough  againft  all 
occafions  of  fin;  it  leaves  open  a  back  door 
to  let  in  many  damnable  offences :  And  on 
the  other  fide,  if  it  is  indifcreetly  rigorous 
in  thefe  points,  it  will  prove  a  fiiare  to  us. 
If  it  is  only  a  tranfient  a£t,  and  is  not  fre- 
quently reputed,  and  renewed  again ;  in 
a  little  time  it  will  pai(s  off  from  us.  A 
refolution  of  amendment  may  prove  inef- 
fective, and  mifcarry  upon  all  thefe  grounds  ;i 
as  is  daily  feen  in  the  good  purpofes  of 
awakened  finners,  which  are  every  now 
and  then  raifed  in  them,  by  ficknefs^  or 
fome  affedting  providence,  but  vanifh  and 
come  to  nothing,  ere  they  have  wrought  the 
reformation,  for  which  they  were  defigned. 
When  our  confciences  are  awakened 
then,  with  a « frightful  fenfe  of  our  fins, 
and  we  think  ferioufly  of  reforming,  and 
leading  new  lives;  great  care  mufl:  be 

taken. 
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taken»  fo  to  fix  the  bent  of  our  hearts^  and 
to  form  fuch  a  purpofe  of  repentance^  as 
may  take  effedi^  and  bear  us  out  in  per* 
forming  what  We  have  defigned. 

And  this,  I  thinks  will  be  well  provided 
for,  in  thefe  particulars : 

First,  our  refolution  of  a  new  life  muft 
be  confiderate,  and  well  advifed. 

Then  it  muft  be  without  all  referve,  full 
and  perfe6l. 

It  must  be  adequate  to  all  times;  or> 
a  refolution  to  forfake  fin,  not  only  here- 
after, but  inftantly,  and  now  at  prefent. 

It  must  be  a  refolution  to  forfake  it, 
not  only  when  we  are  out  of  temptations, 
but  alio  when  we  are  under  them;  not 
only  when  we  cannot  ad  our  fins,  but  alio 
when  we  can  adt  and  repeat  them. 

It  must  not  only  be  upon  the  duties, 
but  alfo  upon  the  means  and  helps  of  duty; 
not  only  againft  the  fins,  but  againft  the 
inducements  and  occafions  that  lead  to  fin 
likewife ;  that  being  once  well  formed,  it 
may  never  wear  oflF,  butlaft  through  all  times. 

And  Lastly,  it  muft  not  only  be  a 
tranfient  adt,  but  oftentimes  repeated,  and 
renewed  thro'  our  whole  lives. 

To 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


6+  How  to  form  Refolutions 

To  each  of  which  particulars  I  fhall 
fpeak  £xntivhat. 

And,  First  s  To  form  fuch  a  refolution 
cf  a  new  life,  as  may  be  like  to  take  cf-* 
fed:,  it  muft  not  he  a  rajh  and  inddiberate 
aSlf  but  well  advifid  and  confider(^te^ 

When  fome  extraordinary  providences, 
as  great  lofles  and  dangers,  or  fcvere  (mart 
and  ficknefs,  have  awakened  men's  con- 
f^iences^  and  filled  ihem  with  a  great  and 
painful  dread  of  God's  defcrved  wrath  %  to 
cure  that  dread,  they  refolve  without  mor^ 
ado,  to  pleafe  him  by  a  good  lite  -,  nev^r 
confidering  what  that  is,  or  whit  pains  it 
cofts,  or  whether  it  jiiay  not  prove  fuch  a 
remedy,  as  afterwards  they  will  fancy 
worfe  than  the  diieafe  itfeJf*  And  when 
they  are  thus  rafh  and  unadvii^d  in  re* 
folving  on  it,  they  quickly  repent  of  fuch 
refolutions,  when  they  find  it  worfib  than 
they  imagined,  and  meet  with  hardibips 
which  they  never  e;tpe(aed. 

To  prevent  this  ficklindi  in  our  refblu- 
tbns  of  a  good  life,  it  is  neccflkry,  that 
we  view  and  coniider  it  well,  what  it  is, 
and  what  pains  it  requires,  before  we  make 

them  \ 
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them  $  and  look  on  all  fides  t6  fee»  both 
what  may  difcourage  us  from,  and  what 
qiay  move  us  to  them. 

And  this  our  Saviour  hath  plainly  di- 
re^d,  in  two  fimilitudes;  that  of  a  SuMer, 
who  before  he  begins,  confiders  whether 
he  hath  enough  to  finifli ;  and  that  of  a 
king  making  war,  who  firft  confults,  whe* 
ther  he  is  ftrong  enough  at  leafl  to  defend 
himfelf,  if  not  to  conquer ;  for  fpeaking 
to  thofe,  who  feemed  defirous  to  become 
his  difciples,  he  inftrudls  them  firft  to  con- 
fider,  what  they  are  going  to  undertake, 
in  thefc  two  parables :  Which  of  you 
(fays  he)  intending  to  build  a  tower, fttetb 
not  down  firft,  and  counteth  the  coft,  wbe-^ 
ther  he  have  fufficient  tofinijh  it?  Or  what 
king  going  to  war,  fitteth  not  down  firft, 
and  confulteth  whether  be  be  able  with  ten 
thoufand,  to  meet  him  that  comet b  againft 
him  with  twenty  thoufand?  fo  that  he 
t&ay  proceed,  not' to  fight,  but  feek  a 
peace,  if  he  find  his  numbers  are  in  that 
difproportioh. 

Thus  when  we  refolve  upon  a  good  life, 
if  we  would  have  that  refolution  take  ef-- 

Vc^L.  IV.  F  fca. 
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fc(3:,  we  muft  cofifider  andwdgh  well 
what  we  do,  before  we. make  it..  .Wje 
muft  bethink  ourfclves,  and  atteoiiycly 
view,  what  that  good  life  is  which  we  re- 
folve  upon,  and  alfb  what  reaiba  we  have 
to  refolve  upon  itf  and  when  we  have 
thu^  coniidered  all  before,  tlwre  is  the  leia 
caiiie  to  fear,  that  any  thipg  which,  we 
meet  with  afterwards^  ihould  makd  us  al^ 
ter,  or  recede  from  it.  - 

A  Second  qualification  of  a  purpofe  tof 
repent  is,  that  it  muft  be,  without  all  r^- 
ferve^  full  and  perfe£l. 

When  we  refolve  to  amend  our  lives, 
and  become  good,  we  muft  not  except 
any  duties,  for  God  excepts  none  -,  nor  re- 
ferve  to  ourfelves  an  allowance  of  any  fins, 
for  God  forbids  and  moft  feverely  puniftics 
all  forts  of  fins.  Our  refolution  \muft 
know  no  other  limits  but  our  duty,  and 
extend  to  every  thing  which  God  hath  re- 
quired of  us. 

And  this  compafs  of  religious  .purpofp, 

the  commandment  exprefsly  calls  foiywhen 

we  arc  enjoined  to  lave  Gq(1  with  dl.ovr 

3  bedrts^ 
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hearts.  For  if  vre  keep  a  fccrct  rcfcrvd 
for  any  fin^  our  heart  is  given  but  by  halves 
to  Gody  and  is  not  whole  with  him. 

-Thus  muft  our  penitential  purpofcs  bo 
full  and  eptiise  with  God^  not  flicking  at 
any  thii^  he  has  enjoined^  nor  allowing 
of  any  thing  his  law  forbids.  And  there-^ 
fore  thofe  rdblvers  muft  hdt  think  they 
have  fintfhedi  but  only  begun  the  work> 
ivho  have  not  Irenounccd  all,  but  only  the 
greateft  part,  and  flill  referve  (hen^felvea 
for  fonie  particular  fin$,  which  are  deep- 
rooted  in  their  natural  temptrs>  or  clofely 
interwoven  with  their  way  of  life  and  bufi-* 
nefs;;  yeai  or  for  fome  particular  times  and 
ads  of  any  fin^  refdving  againft,  it  in  all 
cafes  fave  only  when  it  is  powerfully  re- 
commended by  fotne  great  temptations: 
jvhijft  they  refolve  thus  by  halves,  they 
muft  n6eds  perform  and  obey  by  halves 

too.;,    .  ..:^ 

,  Al'HiRb  quaiificatibh  df  a  purpo{e  of* 
repentance  muft  be,  to  forfakeTin,  not 
tiuly'  htre after ^  ^hut  ihjlantly  anR  now  at 
prefent*  When  men^s  confciences  areaf- 
iP  2  ''       frighted 
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frighted  with  the  fenfe  of  their  fins^  aod 
are  made  to  fee  the  neceflity  of  repentance; 
yet  thinking  that  they  may  repent  at  any 
time,  and  defiring  to'  enjoy  the  pleafures 
of  fin  a)^  long  as  they  can,  they  will  ven- 
ture to  fin  on  for  fomc  time,  and  refolve 
afterwards  to  repent.  They  will  icrvc 
their  ViCes^  whilft  they  arc  in  health,  and 
amend  when  they  come  i^on  their  fick- 
beds ;  they  will  enjoy  all  the  liberties  erf 
fin  in  the  vigorous  days  of  youth,  and 
grow  feverely  virtuous  when  they  are 
bowed  down  by  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 
Or  if  they  are  afraid  to  defer  the  work  of 
reformation  fo  fcng,  left  in  the  mean  time 
death  prevent  them ;  yet  will  they  venture 
ftill  to  put  it  off  a  little  longer,  and  not 
fct  about  it  fuddcnly,  but  delay  it  till  the 
next  facrament,  or  till  fome  folemn  tim« 
come. 

But  now  as  to -this  dilatorinefs  in  men^s 
penitential  purpofes ;  fo  far  is  it  from  be- 
ing an  zSt  of  true  repentance,  that  indeed 
it  is  only  an  art  and  fubterfuge  for  men's 
impenitence.  For  whilft  we  refolve  only 
to  repent  hereafter,  it  is  plain  We  intend 

t# 
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to  continue  wicked  ftill  at  prefent  i  nay, 
what  is  more,  wc  are  in  very  great  danger, 
when  that  future  time  is  come,  to  continue 
wicked  then  alfo.  For  if  we  delay  it  till 
death  or  (icknefs  jfeize  us,  in  all  likelihood, 
we ihall  neither  have  time,  nor  power,  for 
it.  And  if  we  put  it  off  till  old  age,  wt 
fhall  then  have  far  greater  difficakies,  and 
much  left  ftrength  to  fet  about  it.  Nay, 
if  we  defer  it  to  any  time  yet  abfent,  be- 
fides  our  dying  in  the  mean  feafon,  which 
may  prevent  our  doing  what  we  intend, 
we  (hall  find  as  great,  or  greater  hinder^ 
ances  then,  than  we  do  now. 

If  we  delay  it,  I  fay,  till  death  and  fick- 
nefs  feize  us,  in  all  likelihood  we  (hall 
have  neith6r  time  nor  power  for  it.    The 
alteration  of  a  whole  life,  and  long  courfe 
of  fin,  requires  much  time,  and  a  vigorous 
^md  diligent  application.    We  cannot  re« 
trench  our  finful  habits,  but  by  an  q[>pofitc 
courfe  and  ufege.    We  cannot  tprn  th« 
bias  of  our  natures,  and  the  bent  of  our 
corrupt  inclinations,  but  by  ftrong  juid  frc* 
quent  exercife.    When  we  have  a  whole 
^fe  to  alter  and  refornp^  and  muft  mortify 
F3  many 
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many  evil  incKrtationfe,  and  acquire  as  many 
virtues,  which  are  oppofitc  and  repugnant 
thereunto;  we  have  a  long  and  ftudious 
woric  that  lies  upon  us,  and  that  requires 
both  much  time,  and  much  freedom,  and 
fitnefs  in  all  our  faculties,  And  how  cant 
we  expc<a  that  upon  our  death-bed?  For 
then  our  time  is  fhort,  and  all  our  facoU 
ties  enfeebled  and  oppreffed,  which  utterly 
unfits  them  to  be  held  either  much  or  long 
employed.  So  that  if  we  delay  our  rcT 
pentance  till  death  feize  us,  in  all  probar 
^ility  we  (hall  never  thoroughly  repent  at 
all. 

Again,  if  we  delay  our  repentance  till 
dd  age;  we  (hall  have  then  far  greater 
difficulties,  and  n^uch  lefs  ftrength  to  f« 
about  it.  ,  , 

The  difficulty  which  we  have  to  con- 
quer, will  then  be  greater.  For  by  our 
continuance  in  fin,  all  thofe  things  aue 
ftrengthened  and  confirrtied,  which  make 
our  return  difficult;  for  all  our  finful 
habits  arc  confirmed  by  pradbice,  and  all 
pur  natural  defires  are  heightened  by  in- 
*  (iHlgepce;  iQ  th^t  our  continuance  doth 

ftothing 
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rothingeUjL  but  .add  to  the  dif^afe,  and. 
make  it  harder  to  be  cured  afterwards. 

And  as  it  heightens  the  difficulties^  fo 
it  impairs  our  aids,  and  leaves  us  much 
lefs  ftrengtb  to  fet  about  amendment;  For 
by  every  repetition  of  an  evil  a&ion,  our 
confcience  of  its  guilt  is  the  more  extin?- 
guiihed,  and  the  good  Spirit  of  God  is  the 
more  alienated  from  us^  and  provoked  the 
more  to  withdraw  himfelf,  and  abandon 
US;  and  our  own  confcience,  and  God's 
grace,  are  the  very  things,  which  muft  re-r 
cover  us  out  of  our  iinful  ftate,  if  ever  we 
do  recover  out  of  it.  So  that  to  defer  re* 
pen  ting  to  old  age,  is  only  to  put  it  ofFp 
till  we  have  contracted  the  greateft  fpiritual 
weakneft,  and  till  fin  is  grown  moft  ftrong 
and  powerful  in  us)  which  is  not  the  way 
to  reclaim  us  from,  but  to  fecure  us  faft  ia 
wickednefs. 

Nay,  if  we  would  not  defer  repenting 
till  our  death-bed,  nor  till  we  are  grown 
old,  but  only  till  the  next  facrament,  or 
ibme  other  time  yet  diftant;  yet  even  of 
this  delay  I  muft  dbferve,  that  befides  our 
^yinjg  in  the  mean  feafon,  vy^hich  may  pre- 
F  4  vent 
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vent:  our  doing  what  we  Intend^  if  we  put 
it  off  to  any  time  beyond  the  prefcnt,  wc 
{hall  find  as  great  or  gnsater  Mi^eraoces 
then,  as  we  do  now  i  for  that  which  hinders 
us  from  an  adtual  reformatipn  PQW»  is  only 
the  uaeafinefa  of  the  work  f  afid  if  we  lake 
time  only  to  fin  moxe,  that  (as  I  have  ob- 
ferved)  is  the  way  to  increafe  that  unca-r 
finefs/  but  no{:  at  all  ^p  hSkn  or  abate  it. 

We  have  no  exception  againft  thp  pre? 
fcnt  time,  but  only  becaufe  it  is  prefeat, 
and  becaufe  we  would  have  difficult  thing; 
always  future,  and  far  diftant  from  usj^ 
and  that  exception  will  lie  equally  agaixift 
all  other  times,  when  they  come  to  be 
prcfent  too  5  nay,  it  will  lie  againft  them 
much  more;  becaufe  ^he  longer  v^e  put  off 
^his  difficult  vvork,  the  harder  will  it  be 
at  kft  when  we  come  to  it;  the  hard- 
fliips  daily  growing  upon  our  hands,  and 
increafing  by  continuance  in  a  cpurfe  of 
wickednefs. 

So  that  when  by  reafon  of  the  difficulty 
of  an  entire  reformation,  mep  defer  it  to  a 
diftanttime,  th^y  wiU  find  to  their  coft> 
when  tha(  time  cornea,  that  thefiunediffi* 
'  '        8  '  culties 
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colties  are  fttll  in  ibrcei  yea,  have  more 
added  to  them,  to  mal^.tbem  delay  it  yet 
a  little  longer ;  and  tkat  which  hindered 
ihtm  ftt  firft»  if  it  be  fu:knowlcdged  a 
fbfficient  hiaderaocet  will  equallyt  nay 
much  more  hiador  them^  for  ever  after. 

Thus  if  men  would  repent  in  eamefl;^ 
and  have  their  holy  purpo^s  take  any  good 
pSe&s^  they  muft  refolve  to  do  it  out  of 
band,  and  vnat  delay  it  till  their  fick-bed, 
Qi  fbme  other  time  yet  dtftant. 

In  the  foukth  place.  Our  penitential 
purpofe  and  refolution  of  new  life^  muft 
npt  only  be  upon  the  duties^  but  alio  upoq 
the  means  and  h^lps ;  and  not  only  againft 
the^/ix,  but  againil  the  occafiom  and  in^ 
dtfcements  to  Jin  likewife. 
.  The  negled  of  this  refdving  upon  fit 
means  and  helps  of  living  well,  and  againft 
the  occafions.  of  doing  ill,  makes  as  many 
good  refolutions  mifcarry,  I  believe,  as  any 
ctl^er  thing  what&ever.  For  under  fbme 
great  convi^ons,  and  fright  of  mind» 
pen  refolve  to  be  good;  but  at  the £niie 
dme^  they  arje  not  careful  to  refolve  upon 
^  Urn 
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the  right  way  'and  means  of  being  fo. 
They  do  not  ref61\rt  in  order  to  it,  to  ftore 
their  minds  with  dear  apprehenfions  of  all 
particular  duties  $  to  think  much  of  hea- 
v^m  and  hell,  death  and  judgement/ and 
other  motives  to  obedience ;  to  (hew  care 
iii  keeping  out  of  temptation^  and  watch* 
fulnefs  and  drcumfpei^ion  when  they,  are 
viider  it ;  and  to  call  themfelves  daily  to  an 
^cdunt  of  their  mifcarriages ;  and  be  in- 
flant  in  prayers  for  God's  grace ;  and  to  u(e 
other  wife  means  and  expedients,  which 
may  enable  them  to  accomplish  what  they 
defign,  and  effediually  perform  that  good 
life  which  they  refolve  upon;  and  for  want 
of  refolving  thus  wifely  upon  the  means, 
as  well  as  upon  the  end,  all  thofe  good  be- 
ginnings and  holy  purpofes  fall  to  nothing. 
For  a  man  may  as  well  refolve  to  be  rich, 
without  refolving  to  mind  his  bufinefs ;  or 
refolve  to  be  learned,  without  a  diligent  ap-» 
plication  to  his  ftudies;  as  refolve  to  be 
good,  without  refolving  alfo  upon  the  right 
way  and  means  of.  attaining  goodncfs.  A 
bare  refolution  of  it  will  not  do  the  work ; 
for  we  muft  not  only  firmly  refolve,  but 
olio  wifely  endeavour  it. 

Lastly  J 
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Lastly  •  In  order  to  make  our  reiblu^ 
tion  ftrong,  and  perfcvering  at  all  times»  we 
muft  take  care,  that  it  be  not  only  a  tran- 
fient  aft,  but  cftentimes  repeated  and  re^ 
newed^  tbrmgb  our  whole  Ihes. 

As  for  the  frequency  of  this  renewal  i 
there  can  be  no  fixed  bounds  fet  to  all  tem- 
pers and  Hates  of  penitents,  but  that  muft 
be  determined  by  the  meafurc  of  their  zeal 
fbr  God,  aijd  the  neceflities  of  their  own 
fouls.  ' 

When  at  any  time  they  relapfe  into  any 
wilful  fin,  they  muft  renew  their  resolution 
particularly  againft  it,  be£3re  they  come  to 
afk  pardon  for  it ;  becaufe  God  will  not 
pardon  any  wilful  fin,  till  we  have  particu*? 
larly  repented  of  it. 

And  when  they  come  to  the  holy  facra«« 
ment,  which  is  a  renewal  of  the  whole 
baptifmal  covenant ;  it  may  be  very  fit  and 
advifeable,  that  at  fome  time^  through  all 
their  lives,  but  much  oftencr  whilft  their 
falls  are  more  frequent,  and  their  ftate 
more  doubtful,  they  renew  their  vows  and 
penitential  engagements,  upon  all  the  par- 
ticukr  heads  of  duty,  and  ggainil  all  kno  wi) 
/?ns  whatfoever. 

And 
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And  to  be  prepared  every  day,  agtioft 
die  fiA$»  which  they  are  liable  tp  iQcurt  m 
the  conft^rit  courle  of  life  and  converfit^on  ^ 
they  may  do  well  to  repeat  their  refdiutions 
againft  all  probable  temptatioa^  of  that 
dayt  every  morning;  and  ky  wait  for  the 
o^portonities  of  perforaiing  thetn»  in  the 
day-times  and  takeaftridt  account <^thdr 
performances^  every  night. 

And  if  repentance  is  thus  mack  adefigned 
work»  and  turned  into  a  daily  bufinefs ;  it 
'  will  be  like  to  go  on  wdl»  and  profper  in 
our  hands ;  we  are  itilU  in  fuch  cafe,  fup« 
plying  it  where  it  wants^  and  renewing  it 
wl^re  it  £tt]s»  and  fortifying  it  where  it 
begins  to  faulter.  And  if  we  perfevere  ia 
this  courfe,  and  proceed  ia  it,  not  only 
now  and  then  by  fits,  but  always  j  we  fhall 
be  in  no  danger  of  rdapfing,  but  continue 
penitents  to  our  lives'  end;  and  our  death 
will  be  happy,  and  our  refurreftion  gLo"' 
fious. 


SERMO  1^ 
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Or  Chriftian  Liberty. 

£  Prom  Dr.  Owtram.J 

GAL.   V.    13. 

Bntbrefh  fe  have  been  calUd  unto  liherfjn 
only  uft  not  liberty  for  an  occqfim  /# 
tbefiejh^^ 

ALTHOUGH  the  law  given  by 
Mofes  was  fo  heavy  a  yoke  upon 
the  Jews,  that  they  themfelvcst 
who  were  otherwife  apt  to  glory  in  it; 
fometimes  complained  of  the  burden  of 
it;  yet  were  there  fomc  of  the  very  Gen- 
tiles, and  tfaofe  converted  to  Chriftianity^ 
who  were  willing  enough  to  embrace  that 
yoke,  which  the  Jews  themfelves  were  not 
able  to  bear. 

St.  Paul  had  no  fooner  planted  the  go* 
tfiA  amongft  the  Qalatians,  (who  were  a 

colony 
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Colony  of  Gauls  feated  in  Afia),  to  whdott 
Ke  writes  this  epiiRtci  but  there  arofe  ibme 
falfe  apoftles  amongft  thefe  converts  to 
Chriftianity, :  whQ  taught  the  neobflfly  of 
circumcifion,'  pretending  they  could  not 
be  faved  without,  it.  And  fo  fuccefsful 
was  this  attennpt^  that  the  Galatians  be- 
gan to  waver/ and  yield  themfelyes  to  the; 
importunity  of  thbie  that  oppofed  the 
apoftle's  dodkcine.    .^ 

Upon  this  account,  he  ftirs  them  up, 
in  verife  1.  of  this  chapter,  xofiandfdft  tft 
ibe  liberty  wh^rei6ith  ChHfi  haihmade  us 
free;  and  that  they  fhould  not  fuffer  them- 
fehes  to  be  intan^kd  again  vfitb  tf>e^oi^  of 
bondage.       .    .  ;    ;,-     -  . 

And  becau£b  they  might  judge  that  cir^ 
cumcijion  was  lei$  troublefomc, .  and  rj^orc 
needful,  than  the  other  rite$  pf  Mofes' 
law ;  he  affures  them,  verfp  ^.^  that  they 
who  fubmitted  themfelves.  to  th^t  iuftitu^ 
tion  of  the  law,  left  all  the  ady^ntages  of 
the  ^o{fd:  BeboMf  fays  he,.  I  Eaul  fay 
unto  you^  that  if  ye  be  circumcife^  ^^^ifi, 
Jhall  profit  you  nothing.        :   .;•,.•  i 

■.■•:/'.  v^  -;  r  And 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SiRM.  V.     .Of  €brifiian  LWirtp         79 

Andnhis  He  proves  in  the  next  wordis: 
Fori  teftify  again  to  every  man  that  is  cir-* 
ciMci/edf  that  he  is  a  debtor  to  the  'whole 
law  I  that  is  to  fay,  to  all  the  reft  of  its 
ritual  precepts,,  and  to  the  penal  fan^tioii 
itfclf,  in  all  its  rigour  an4  feyerity  j  ^;^ 
therefore  no  gainer  by  the  gofpcl.   . 

And  having  (hewed  in  the.  folloy^ng 
vcrfcs,  what  is  the  fum  of  Chriftianity; 
namely,  faith  working  by  love*,  having 
perfuadcd  them  to  pcrfift  in  the  faith, 
which  he  himfelf  had  taught  them ;  hav- 
ing fharply  cenfured  the  falfe  apoftles,  who 
laboured  to  pervert  that  faith^  he  adds,  in 
the  wprds  of  my  text.  For,  brethren,  ye 
-have  been  called  unto  liberty -,  only  ufi  n\)t/^ 
liberty  for  an  occajion  to  thefejh. 

In  which  words,  there  is  an  afertiori 
of  the  liberty  wherein  the  go^cl  of  QhriiJ; 
Jjath jplaped us,        -     ,,   ^.     ,  ,;  .  . 

And  z^^aution  againft  thQ:abufe  pf  it*   l 

This,  liberty,  wh'ereip,  the  gofpel  of 
t^hrift  hath  placed  us,  might  be  reprefenti- 
^d.in  more  particulars,  than  the  time  will 

allow 
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aUow  me  to  confider.  And  therefore  t 
fliall  confine  aiyfelf  to  thoie  two  ipedal 
inftiances  of  it,  which  are  much  conBder* 
ed  in  thia  epiftle ;-  namely,  a  liberty  fram 
the  numerous  i»recepts,  whettwich  the 
law  perplexed  the  Jews,  in  things  in  them- 
felves  indi0b-ent;  and  a  relaxation  of  the 
rigour  of  the  ^^enalties,  which  were  to 
be  inflicted  upon  the  tranfgrefl^rs  of  it. 

The  former  of  thefe  inftances  of  Chrif- 
tian  liberty  is  far  greater  than  is  uflially 
taken  notice  of;  as  will  appear,  if  we 
coniider,  that  there  was  fcarce  any  one  in- 
ftance  of  life  and  action,  religious,  moral, 
civil,  or  natural,  wherdn  the  law  given 
by  Mofes  did  not  fcrupulouily  charge  and 
oblige  the  confcience. 

The  Jewifli  writers  reckon  fix  hundred 
and  thirteen  precepts  in  Mofes'  law,  moft 
of  which  were  mere  refiriftions  of  that 
liberty,  which  natural  religion,  nay  which 
Chriftianity  itfelf  allows.  It  would  tire 
your  patience  to  hear  a  catalogue  of  all 
thofe  pofitive  inftitutions,  and  therefore  I 

(hall 
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Atid^  firft  of  atl>  their ibtetiiii  iodpttb^ 
Hcfe  wyi^>  bf  Oodi  cluelly  eodfifted  iit 
giftSj  ami  facrifices^  ^hioh  they  might  tioc 
aff^  in  ddy  pkoe  iblt  they  fliotild  judg^ 
Acft  €0iii«Ai6flti  but  a«  the  pkee  Whkh 
God  fli6uld  ehtifei  vifhicb  afterwards  prov^ 
tfdtbbejem&leiii*  Bveryadulti  orgrowa 
UMii  Wad  here  to  appe^  thriee  ia  the 
l^ear^  aftd  fione  to  ilppear  fempty-^handed^ 
hone  W  make  hte  addi:crs  to  God  without 
it  fkcrifice  foi:  acceptaote  j  a  tmrRt-ofier-i^ 
ing^  and  a  peace-ofFering,  befides  a  facri-i 
Itce  fbr  expiation  id  the  bafes  wherein  the 
law  required  it  i  which  cafes  Were  exceed^ 
ing  irameroos;  Theie  facrifices  were  to 
t)e  fni  ifom  blemiih»  tod  thefe  blemifhes 
were  tery  mihyi  atid  ib  were  the.fereral 
i'olce  prcfcfibed  in  ofibfing,  killing  and 
confuitiing  every  facrifice  made  to  God; 
AU  which  tUngs  rendered  Ood^  fervice 
tinder  the  lawj  a  far  more  nice  and  Scm^. 
pulotts  thingi  than  Chriftianity  now  makea 

ita 

G  Next 
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Nejtt  to  the  feveral  rites  of  worfhip  m« 
joined  to  the  Jews  by  Mofes'  law^  I  mig^t 
inftance  in  the  fcrapidous  precepts^  which 
much  perplexed  their  moral  aiiions.  For 
there  were  few  moral  duties,  which  were 
jK)t  nicely  circumfcribed,  and  punctually 
determined  in  point  of  circuniftance.  The 
ieveral  dues  of  the  priefts  and  Levites, 
their  very  charities  to  the  poor,  were  io 
determined  in  point  of  tin^e^  fo  circum-* 
ftantiated  in  point  of  place,  io  fcrupu-^ 
loufly  limited  and  prefcribed,  as  niade  it 
hard  to  avoid  offence,  in  the  greateft  heed 
and  obfervation  i  as  will  appear  from  fe- 
veralinftances  which!  ihall  hereafter  men* 
tion  to  you. 

.  Nor  were  they  thus  perplexed  and  dif- 
ciplined  with  abundance  of  nice  and  fcru- 
pulous  laws,  in  the  worfhip  of  God  and 
morality  only  ^  bi^t  in  all  their  other  afmrs 
alfo. 

They  could  not  fo  much  as  build  an 
houfcy  but  after  a  certain  form  and  manner 
with  battlements  added  to  the  roof.  They 
might  not  dwell  in  the  houfe  they  had 
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built  (at  leaft  as  they  interpret  Mofes) 
without  certain  fchedules  of  die  law^  af- 
fixed to  the  pofts^  a&d  to  parts  of  their 
doors. 

Their  houfes  were  fufcjca  to  dtfeafe^  that 
18  to  fay,  to  the  plague  of  leprofy,  as  well 
as  themfdres.  They  were  to  be  pulled 
down,  where  they  could  not  be  cured . 
and  in  cafe  they  could  be  cured,  they  were 
to  be  purged  and  cWanfed,  by  divers  rites 
and  expiations. 

They  were  not  without  reftraint  of  law, 
in  the  cloaths  wherewith  they  covered 
themfelves.  They  might  not  put  on  any 
garment  of  linen  and  woollen  woven  to- 
gether. They  were  to  edge  their  cloaths 
with  fringes.  They  were  (as  themfelves 
expound  the  law)  to  wear  certain  fche- 
dules of  the  law  upon  their  foreheads,  and 
their  arms^  which  were  ftiled  phylacae- 
ries. 

Their  meat^  and  the  preparation  of  it, 
were  bounded  with  far  more  numerous 
laws,  than  any  thing  which  I  have  yet  men- 
tioned. It  would  be  infinite  to  give  aa 
account  of  the  fevtfral  kinds  of  living  crca- 
G  2  tures. 
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tures,  the  flefli  whereof  was  by  the  kw 
judged  unclcsin.  And  the  blood  and  taU 
low  of  the  cleaOf  yea  the  fleih  itfelf^  in 
feveral  cafes^  might  not  be  eaten  upon  pain 
of  death. 

Nor  was  the  preparation  of  their  food: 
any  freer  from  the  fcrupk  of  the  law,  tbaa 
their  food  itfelf.  They  might  not  join  di- 
vers kinds  of  creatures,  as  an  ox  ^^  an 
afs,  in  the  fame  yoke,  for  tillage  of  th^ 
ground.  They  might  not  fet  their  orchaids 
or  vineyards,  with  divers  kinds  of  plants 
together;  nor  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  three 
firft  years,  nor  of  the  fourth  but  at  Jeru- 
falem. 

They  were  forbidden  to.fow  their  fields 
with  feveral  kinds  or  forts  of  feed;  nor 
might  they  either  plow,  of  fow,  either  in 
the  fcventh,  or  fiftieth  year.  They  could 
not  reap  where  they  had  ibwed,  nor  ga- 
ther the  fruits  where  they  had  planted, 
without  the  obfervation  of  fuch  rules,  as 
were  tronblefbme ^  at  lead:,  in  point  of  cir- 
cumftance.  A  corner  of  the  fields  olive- 
yard,  and  vineyard,  was  not  to  be  reaped 
or  gathered  at  all,  but  left  behind  thenv 
3  for 
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for  the  poor.  They  might  not  glean,  where 
they  did  reap,  or  gather  the  fruits,  either 
in  their  fields,  or  their  plantations.  They 
might  not  ftoop  to  take  up  any  little  quan- 
tity of  what  might  accidentally  fall  in  ga- 
thering. If  they  had  forgotten  a  fljeaf  of 
corn,  tliey  might  not  return  to  fetch  it^ 
Such  were  the  fcruples,  which  incumbered, 
them  in  their  very  charities  to  the  poor. 

After  they  had  gathered  in  their  fruits, 
they  might  not  apply  them  to  their 
ufe,  before  they  had  feparated  divers  por- 
tions for  other  ufes.  Firft,  a  portion  to  be 
carried  up  to  the  temple,  and  there  pre- 
fentcd  before  the  altar.  Then  another  por- 
tion for  the  priefts,  to  be  given  to  them  in 
the  country.  Neither  of  which  was  to  be 
lefs  tlvin  a  iixtieth  part  of  all  their  fruits^ 
by  the  decree  of  their  wife  men.  Then  a 
firft  tithe  to  be  given  to  the  Levite;  then 
another  tithe  two  years  together  to  be 
carried  to  Jerufalem,  (in  kind  or  value),  and 
there  fpent ;  and  the  third  year  given  to 
th^  poor  of  the  land. 

G  3  After 
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After  all  thist  whenfoever  th£y  kneaded 
a  mafs  of  doughy  a  part  muft  be  feparated 
for  the  prieft.  Whenfoever  they  killed  of 
the  herd,  or  flock,  the  prieft  was  to  have 
his  (hare  in  that.  It  would  be  endlefs  to 
reckon  up  all  particulars  in  this  kind.  Th^ 
general  account  is  thus  ftated  by  the  Jews: 
The  poor  had  nine  feveral  gifts  allotted  to 
them  by  a  (landing  law,  three  in  the  field, 
foui;  in  the  vineyard,  two  in  plantations  of 
other  kinds;  beiides  the  fecond  tithe  every 
third  year.  The  Levites  had  the  tithe  o^f 
all  the  fruits  that  were  confiderable.  The 
priefts  had  four  and  twenty  other  dues,  all 
but  one  at  the  people's  charge:  And  of  the 
dues  that  were  fo  charged,  one  was  the  fle(h 
of  the  expiatory  facrifices,  and  thefe  facri- 
fices  were  required  for  above  fifty  kinds  of 
fins. 

But  that  which  I  n6w  infift  upon  is,  not 
the  greatnefs  of  the  expence,  which  the 
law  charged  upon  the  Jewsj  but  that  all 
their  ofiices  of  love  and  charity  were  fo 
circumftantiated  by  the  law,  that  they,  who 
had  the  beftinclinations  to  thefeduties  in  the 
general,  muft  of  neccflity  be  mufch  incum- 
bered 
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bered  by  the  circutnflances  which  the  law 
feqaired  in  the  exa£t  performance  ojf 
them. 

Add  hereunto,  the  numerous  rites  pre* 
icribed  to  the  Jews,  in  the  very  culture  of 
their  iodiesi  and  that,  in  the  very  minuted 
things.  They  could  not  fo  much  as  cut 
their  hair,  or  (have  their  beards,  but  under 
the  reftraint  and  fcruple  of  law.  When 
a  child  was  born  into  the  world,  the  mo- 
ther was  obliged  to  take  a  journey  to  Jeru- 
ialem,  tofacrifice  for  her  purification.  And 
the  child  itfelf  was  to  be  redeemed  at  a 
certain  price,  if  it  were  a  fon^  and  her  firft-^ 
born. 

And  now  that  I  have  mentioned  ^//r^^fr^i^ 
twn^  what  (hall  I  fay  of  the  numerous  cafes, 
wherein  the  Jews  were  made  unclean,  by 
the  fentence  and  judgement  of  the  )aw  ? 
What  (hall  I  fay  of  the  fevcral  wafhings, 
the  fevcral  facrifices,  fometimes  required  to 
purge  and  make  them  clean  again  ?  What 
(hall  I  fay  of  their  confinement,  and  fepara* 
don  from  the  congregation,  during  the  time 
they  were  unclean?  The  Jews  obferve,  tha$ 
there  were  eleven  general  fources  of  pollu*- 
G  4  tionj 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


W  Of  ahrij^um  ^i^erty, 

tion;  ^nd  tbefc  generals  were  ajmoft  ioflir 
pite  in  their  particnUr  parts  ap4  brancfayest 
If  a  m^n  had  touched  an  unclean  creature^ 
pr  any  of  the  dean  which  died  qf  them? 
(elves;  if  he  had  touched  a  dead  inan^ 
body^  or  any  thing  e)(e  which  that  had 
pouched ;  if  be  had  an  i0Ue  of  blood  19 
himfelf*  or  had  touched  another  that  haq|l 
fuck  an  ijQTue,  or  any^thii^  elfe  which  \\t 
|iad  touched:- In  thefe^  af^d  in  iwnaerabk 
other  caiesj  be  was  by  the  law  prQnQvnce4 
pnqlean;  and^  being  undeant  w^  requtred 
vpon  paiaof  death  to  purge  hinafcUv  ^onie-* 
fimes  bf  facrifice»  fbmetimes  by  the  water 
pf  feparatipn^  always  by  bathing  himfelf 
Ja  water. 

The  time  would  fail  m^  if  I  (hoiild  in? 
fift  iipon  all  the  minute  and  fcrupulou$ 
rites,  which  the  law  of  Mofes  enj<Maed  tQ 
the  Jews^  and  indeed  I  have  ffdd  enough 
^eady^  in  order  to^nvy  prefent  purpoj(et 
^or  (as  it  appears  from  what  I  have  faid) 
they  cpuld  not  legally  worfl)ip  G.od|  with-- 
out  abuodanc  of  nice  obfervances,  wholly 
indiiFercnt  in  themfelvest  but  hard  and 
f roublefome  in  performance.    They  coul4 
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not  difchtrge  their  moral  offices  towards 
men,  without  moft  fcrapulous  obierva* 
tiom  ID  point  of  circumftance  of  time  and 
place^  and  iMiher  minute  confiderations« 
They  could  not  manage  tkkt  leaft  afiairs, 
the;  could  not  do  the  commoneft  things^ 
without  the  fcruple  of  law  and  confidence. 
For  they  could  not  builds  or  inhabit  their 
houfes ;  they  could  not  fb  much  as  cloath 
themiielves ;  they  could  not  plow^  nor  fi>w» 
nor  plant;  they  could  not  reap,  nor  gather 
in  their  fruits;  they  could  not  eat,  nor 
prepare  their  oicat ;  diey  could  firarce  dis- 
charge any  one  a<9ion,  religious,  moral, 
civil,  or  natural,  but  under  the  ch^k  of  a 
pofitive  law. 

And  that  which  is  further  to  be  obferved 
18,  that  the  mc^  exa£(  performance  of  the 
letter  of  all  thfcfe  pofitive  laws,  might  leave 
tbsm  vicious  and  immoral,  full  of  hypo- 
crify,  pride,  and  malice,  flaves  to  the  world 
and  their  own  lufts ;  and  that  where  it  left 
them  in  this  condition,  it  did  neither  inir 
prove  them  in  themfelves,  nor  recommeiid 
them  to  God's  acceptance,  much  lefs  pror 
Cvjre  eternal  life:  Which  plainly  appear^ 

frpn^ 
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from  the  fcribes  and  Phariiees,  who  al« 
though  they  were  the  moft  exad  obfervers 
of  all  thofe  ritual  inftitutions,  were  yet 
.moft  impure  and  foul  within,  and  leaft  ac« 
ceptable  unto  God. 

Yet  after  all,  it  was  not  needlefs^  and 
therefore  no  unreafonable  thing>  that  apeo-* 
pie,  amongft  whom  God  himfelf,  in  the 
firft  ages  of  their  polity,  held  the  place  of 
a  civil  magiftrates  a  people,  prone  unto 
idolatry,  and  living  among  idolatrous  na-* 
tions ;  I  fay,  it  was  not  unreafonable,  that 
they  (hould  be  thus  bound  up  by  pofitiye 
laws,  in  every  inftance  of  life  and  adioh  ; 
that  fo,  whatfoever  they  {hould  fee  or  do^ 
tlie  commoneft  aftions  in  the  world,  might 
put  them  in  mind  of  jhe  true  God,  and 
of  his  abfolute  fovereignty  over  them. 
Efpecially  coniidering,  that  their  bondage 
under  this  tpilfbme  difpenfation  might 
better  difpofe  them  to  embrace  the  eafier 
ftate  of  Chriftianity,  when  God  (hould 
pleafe  to  call  them  to  it.  St,  Peter  tells 
them,  that  Mafe/  law  (meaning  its  pofi*- 
tive  inftitutions)  was  fucb  a  yoke,  as  nei^ 
(t^er  tbey  nor  tbeir  fathers  wer^  able  tQ 

l^ear^ 
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bear.  Chrift  tells  us,  that  his  yoke  is  eafy^ 
and  his  burden  light.  St.  Paul,  in  this  fame 
epiftleto  theGalatians,  tdls  the  Jews,  that 
they  were  in  bondage  under  the  elements  qf 
the  world.  But  we  (as  St.  James  expreffe^ 
it)  are  under  a  royal  la^^  the  law  of  //> 
berty*,  a  law  recommeijded  by  better  pro- 
mifes  i  a  law  attended  with  greater  help^ 
larger  efFufions  of  God's  Spirit  5  a  law  that 
requires  little  elfc,  but  what  is  unalterably 
good  iiv  itfelf ;  a  law,  that  where  it  pro** 
ceeds  further,  refts  in  few  and  eafy  iur 
ftances,  in  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper. 
Thefe  are  the  facraments  of  the  gofpeL 
Thefc  are  but  two ;  and  both  of  them  ealy 
in  pra£tice,  eafy  in  fenfe  and  fignification, 
and  alfo  greatly  ufeful  to  us,  both  to  oblige 
us  to  our  duties^  and  to  increafe  our  ftreogth 
and  comforts* 

Such  is  the  liberty^  wherein  the  gofpel 
Jiatb  placed  the  profeffors  of  Chriftianity; 
a  liberty  from  thofe  numerous  rites,  thofe 
icrupulbus  precepts  and  injundtions,  which 
fettered  and  perplexed  the  Jews,  in  every 
inilance  of  life  and  a(^ion, 

4.  But 
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BiTT  I  obfcrved  alfo,  that  there  is  a  fur« 
thcr  liberty,  whfercin  the  gofpel  hath  placed 
us  Chriftians,  arifing  from  the  relaxation  of 
tbi  rigour  of  tbofe  penalties,  which  were 
«o  be  inflicted  on  the  tranfgrefibrs  of  the 
law. 

The  law,  indeed,  did  not  threaten  death 
to  every  fin,  but  in  fome  cafes  allowed  a 
facrifice  fof  expiation.  But  wherefoever 
it  did  threaten  death  in  exprefs  words,  it 
did  not  allow  repentance  itfdf  as  a  condi- 
tion of  remiffion. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  the  fame  law 
did  threaten  death  to  abundance  of  feveral 
Hinds  of  fins,  (which  it  would  be  almoft 
lendlefs  to  enumerate),  whenfoever  they 
were  committed  againft  knowledge.  So 
that  whofocver  had  fo  finned  in  any  of  thofc 
numerous  kinds,  had  no  difpenfation  from 
the  law,  no  not  upon  repentance  itfelf ; 
but  was,  by  the  fentence  of  the  law,  to 
die,  by  tjie  hand  of  God,  or  of  the  magi- 
ftrate. 

Now  the  gofpel,  on  the  other  hand,  al- 
though it  threaten  eternal  death  to  obfti- 
pate  and  impenitent  finners  \  yet  it  allows, 

»n4 
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aod  accepts  repentance,  as  a  condition  of 
pardon  in  all  degrees  and  kinds  of  ^n^ 
wherein  the  law  did  not  allow  it  gs  to  the 
puna^ment  it  threatened.  And  this  is  the 
thing  which  Saint  Paul  feggeds,  Bt  it 
inawn  unto  you  therefore^  men  and  bre^ 
tbren^  that  through  tins  mcnh  that  is, 
through  Chrift,  is  preached  unto  you  for^ 
giwnefs  of  ^nsy  and  by  bhn  all  that  beiievt 
are  jufi^ed  from  all  tbofe  things^  from 
which  ye  could  not  bejujlified  by  the  law  qf 
Mofes*.  There  were  numerous  fins,  from 
which  the  law  did  not  abfolve  the  ofiFend-' 
ing  perfon.  TTielaw  did  never  abiblve,  or 
juftify,  where  a  man  had  wittingly  com- 
mitted a  fin,  to  which  that  law  threatened 
death ;  but  left  him,  without  any  promife 
of  pardon,  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  Law« 
maker.  Whereas  the  gofpel,  in  exprefs 
words,  admits  repentance  and  reformation^ 
as  a  condition  of  fbrgivenefs,  in  all  thofe 
kinds  and  degrees  of  fin.  No  fin  fo  her- 
nous  in  its  nature,  none  fo  aggravated  by 
repetition^  none  fo  heightened  by  long 
continuance^  whereunto  the  gofpel  doth 
not  exprefsly  promife  pardon,  upon  the- 

*  Afls  xiiL  38. 
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finaer's  return  to  God.  Here  is  that 
grace^  which  pardons  the  fenfual  and 
impure^  upon  their  amendment  and  re« 
formation.  Here  is  that  grace^  r:THuch 
pardons  the  violent  and  injurious^  up-» 
on  repentance  and  reftitution.  Here  is 
that  mercy,  which  forgives  the  impious 
and  profane,  if  peradventure  they  (hall  re- 
form and  return  to  God  by  true  repentance. 
A  grace,  fo  great  and  undeijbrved,  that  it 
is  feldom  mentioned  in  f^ripture,  without 
cxpreflions  of  admiration.  A  grace,  fo 
fignal,  and  fo  eminent,  that  when  the  apo- 
file  had  defcribed  it  in  the  fifth  chapter  to 
the  Romans,  he  found  it  needful  to  fpendthe 

fixth  in  caution  againft  the  abufe  of  it. 

Not  that  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  either  in 
this  or  the  former  inftance,  is  really  fuch  in 
its  own  nature,  as  that  it  gives  any  reafon- 
able  grounds  for  men  to  indulge  themfelvcs 
in  fin;  but  that  they>  being  bribed  by 
their  own  lulls,  take  encouragement  to  do 
this,  where  none  is  given ;  that  is,  (accord- 
ing to  the  expreflion  in  my  text),  they  ufe 
the  liberty  given  in  the  gofpeiyir  an  occa^, 
Jion  to  tbefeJJi. 

Some  there  were,  in  the  apoftIe*s  day^, 

who. 
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who,  b^g  acquamted  with  their  liberty 
firom  the  rites  and  injuiK^ions  of  the  kw 
earlier  than  many  others  wefe,  ufed  the 
liberty  of  their  confcicnces,  to  infnare  the 
confciences  of  other  men;:  icorned  and 
cenfured  them  as  weak  and  ignorant ;  anci 
by  their  cenfures  and  examples  engaged 
them  in  the  negledt  of  feme  laws  relating 
to  certain  days  and  meats,  before  they  un-^ 
dcrftood  dieir  liberty,  or  had  due  time  to 
underftand  it.  And  this  abufe  of  Chriftian 
liberty  is  cenfared  in  Saint  Paul's  writings 
both  to  the  Romans  and  Corinthians. 

Others,  obferving  that  Saint  Paul  denied 
the  neceffity,  nay  in  fome  cafes  forbade  the 
ufe  of  the  works  of  the  law,  that  is^  of  the 
rites  before  mentioned,  in  order  to  juftifi- 
cation  >  took  liberty  to  abfolve  thcmfclves 
from  the  works  and  graces  of  the  go^el; 
£rom  jufticc,  mercy,  and  humility;  from 
love,  and  patience,  and  veracity;  from  the 
engagements  and  obligations  not  only  of 
the  laws  of  Chrift,  but  even  of  natural  re- 
ligion itfelf. 

Others  again,  obferving  that  the  gofpel 
promifed  pardon,  where  the  law  of  Mofes 
had  denied  it,  and  judging  that  the  grace 

of 
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of  God  was  highty  magnified  by  Aflt  par* 
don,  took  leave  to  indulge  themfeWe*  ia 
fin,  nnder  pretence  of  magnifying  Ood'« 
grace.  Which  is  the  error  Saint  Paul  cen- 
fures,  where  he  fays,  JTbat  Jhall  we  fay 
ib^l  SbaJi  n»e  C9ntinue  inftn»  that  graH 
may  abound^  God  forbid.  God  offers  no 
pardon,  but  to  the  penitent*  The  defigtt 
of  his  grace,  in  offering  pardon  to  the  pe- 
nitent, is  to  invite  men  to  repentance* 
And  therefore  to  ufe  thajt  grace,  as  an  en-» 
couragcment  to  impenitence,  is  to  ufe  it 
juft  againft  itfelf,  contrary  to  its  own  defignr 
as  well  as  againft  a  man's  owii  advant^i 

How  much  of  this  unthankful  folly  may 
yet  remain  in  the  Chriftian  worid,  I  am  not 
able  to  determine*  But  fure  I  am*  that 
there  is  fomething  like  unto  it,  in  very  ge- 
Jieral  ufe  j  which  is,  the  delay  of  reforma- 
tion»  grounded  upon  the  promife  of  pardon 
to  every  man  that  forfafceth  his  fejs/  al-;- 
though  he  hath  long  continued  in  them  :* 
Which  is  a  great  abufe  of  the  grace  of  God. 
God  pi-dmifeth  pardon,  to  prevent  defpair; 
thefe  naen  jd>ufe  that  prdmife  to  prefumi>> 
l^d<    God  admits  repentance  after  fin,  ctf 

eneouraser 
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eocouragp  us  tq  fbrfakc  our  finsj  they 
abufe  bis  grace  in  that  inilancef  to  encou-^ 
rage  them  to  contiAqe  in  them  i  Which  is^ 
to  cootemn  the  gooddei^  ^  God»  and  de-> 
fpife  the  mercy  tfa^  fliould  adore.  And  fo 
Saint  Paul  himfelffugg;eftsi  Be0efi  thou 
i^he  ncbes  of  his  f^ooSiefif  and  forbearance^ 
and  langfuffertn^i  not  knowing  that  the 
goodnefi  of  God  leadetb  tbee  to  repentance  f . 

To  which  we  may  add,  the  great  impiu** 
dcnce  of  the  delay  of  reformationi  what-» 
ever  may  be  the  pccaiipn  of  it«  For^  that  a 
man>  who  is  born  to  die^  and  after  death 
muft  come  to  judgement^  fiiould  put  off 
repentance  till  the  morrow^  when  for  aught 
he  knows  he  may  die  to^ay,  and  eternally 
perifh  for  want  of  itj  is  fuch  an  imprudence 
and  negledf  as  we  could  never  believe  any 
one  would  be  guilty  of^  if  we  did  not  find 
it  evident  in  experience. 

The  genuine  ufe  of  that  liberty,  where- 
unto  God  hath  called  us  by  the  gofpel,  is, 
to  ufe  the  freedom  that  God  hath  given  us 
from  the  many  and  fcrupulous  laws  o( 
Moles,  as  a  motive  to  a  freer  compliance 
with  the  excellent  precepts  of  the  gofpcl  j 

VoL^IV.  H"  always 
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always  rettiembcring,  that  thefe  precept^' 
dcfigh;  hat  oar  bondage/  btit  our  freedom/ 
For;  is  it  boiidage,  to  live  in  the  ftith  and 
hope  of  a  world  to  come  ?  Is  it  bondage  to 
Be  juft  and  temperate  ?  Is  it  hbndage  to  be 
kind  and  innocent?  And,  in  fhort,  is  it 
^y  bondage  to  love  God  v^ith  all  bur  hearb/ 
and  to  love  our  neighbour  as?  ourfclves  ?  No, ' 
this  is  bondage,  to  fcrve  our  appetites,  and 
to  fofc  the  government  of  ourfclves,  and  the 
command  of  our  own  adlions,  by  their  un- 
reafonable  importunities.  There  is  no  fuch* 
thraldom  in  the  world,* is  to  be  denied  the 
very  liberty  pf  purfuing  that,  which  our 
oWn  reafbn,  our"  own  conftience  approves 
as  good,  and  avoiding  that  which  it  difal*^ 
lows.  And  this  is  the  liberty  which  our 
fins  deny  to  us;  namely,  the  liberty  to  ufe 
ourfelves  for  bur  own  advantage,  in  things 
of  the  greateft  weight  ^nd  moment,  in  tht? 
concerns  of  the  world  to  come. 

And  now,  to  conclude  all:  Let  us  make 
a  right  ufe  of  that  liberty,  in  which  our 
bleffed  Lord  hath  placed  us.  Since  God, 
through  the  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is 
pleafcd  to  admit  us  to  repentance,   and,' 
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upon  repentance,  to  pardon  of  fin  and  cter* 
nal  life ;  let  us  make  acknowledgement  of 
this  his  grace,  by  the  diligent  practice  of 
that  duty,  which  hath  the  afTured  promife 
of  it:  Neither  refufing>  nor  delaying,  where 
our  duty  to  our  fovereign  Lord,  and  grati-^ 
tude  for  his  grace  and  mercy^  and  prudenc^^ 
and  charity  to  ourfelves^  oblige  us  both  to 
^eed  and  diligence* 


Ha       SERMON 
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SERMON    VI. 

The  Juft  fliall  live  by  Faith. 
V 
f  From  Dr.  Owtram.  ] 

HEB.  X.  part  of  the  38*^  verfc. 

T^be  j^ftJhall  live  ty  faith, 

THE  author  of  this  epiftle  tells  us 
clfewhcrc,  thatj^>i6  is  the  Jub^ 
fiance  of  things  h^edfor,  and  the 
evidence  ef  things  not  feen :  for  if  they 
are  feen,  it  is  then  noi faiths  but  knowledge. 
For  belief  is  of  fcveral  kinds : 
I.  There  is  a  belief  grounded  upon  pro- 
bable reafont  upon  likely  and  promiling 
arguments^  which  yet  are  not  certain  nor 
evident,  but  may  poffibly  be  falfe  though 
they  feenl  true ;  .and  this  belief  is  called 
opinion. 

a.  There  is  a  belief  grounded  upon  cer- 
tain and  evident   reafons,   wherein  if  a 
H  3  man's 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


\  01        T&e  Jii/l  /hat/  live  by  Faith. 
man's  faculties  themfelves  be  to  be  be- 
lieved, he  cannot  be  miftaken ;  and  this  U 
called  certain  knowledge. 

3.  There  i?  a  hplief  groun4ed  i|poi>  the 
divine  revelation,  or  the  word  of  God  1 
and  this  is  properly  called  faith. 

The  Jirji  of  thefe  kinds  of  belief,  to 
wit,  opinion  or  conjedture,  hath  nothing 
to  dp  in  matters  of  religion^  being  po  fuf- 
ficient  foundation  to  build  any  religiouii 
principles  upoq. 

The  fecond  fort  of  belief^  which  i§, 
knowledge^  —  grounded  upon  clear  and  cvf- 
dient  arguments,~isbotha/g/«/and  neceffary 
in  religion  :  for  we  muft  know  fomething 
by  the  light  of  reafon^  before  we  can  kno\y 
^ny  thing  by  divine  revelation.  We  com^ 
to  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  the  holy 
fcriptures  being  the  word  pf  God,  by  the 
4edu^ion$  of  feafon^  and  the  natural  facul* 
ties' of  pur  own  minds  ^nd  underft^nding  3 
an4  t}ien  wc  advance  to  prqve  tl^c  prcr 
cepts  and  dodbrines  of  our  religion  froip 
thence. 

And  here  comes  in  the  third  kind  qf 
J)elipf,  which  is,  fajith\   for  faith  is  the 

belief 
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Wief  of  thcrword  6f<5od^  of  every  thing 
revved  in  that  word^  whether  nidttct  of 
fadt  or  precept,  prohibition,  promife,  or 
thr^tening  rand  zireqfon  makes  a  man^  io 
faith  makes  a  Ghriftian:  There  he  begins^ 
and  there  he  ends:  For  as  reafon  inakes 
as  capable  of  faith ;  fo  faith  fopports  and 
^ides  us  afterwards,  ^ — for  thejujifliall 
live  hy faith;. 

In  difcourfiog  upon  v^ich  words^  I 
ihal}  thus  proceed : 

I.  I  ihall  ihew.  How  and  in  what  tnan^ 
ner  a  juji  man  liv^,  and  ought  to  liv£  by 
faith.    And  then, 

IL  I.  ftiall  (hew  the  excellency  of  that 
life,  and  the  advantages  he  h^th  by  fo 
living* 

1.  I  4M  to  (hew.  How  and  ir^wbat  man^ 
tier  a  juJl  man  lives,  and  ou^ht  t^  live  by 
faith. 

One  inftance  thereof  is  this;  T!hat  be 

fxpe^s  all  his  fupports  and  fupp lies  from 

H4  God, 
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G&^-^Thit  Is  a  natural  tSketofJmfh  in 
G^J.  The  juft  man  <:onfiders  who  it  is: 
dut  clothes  the  lilios  of  diefidd^  although 
they  neither  toil  nor  fpm ;  he  rememberb 
who  pliima  liie  fparrbw's  wrngs^  who 
feeds  the  young  cairent  wheA  they  cry 
toto  himt  and  therefore  he  db&  dot  dip- 
pott  the  caufe  with  divioc  providence, 
ikying,  fFhat  JhaU  I  eat^  or  ^wbat  Jhall  I 
drink,  or  wberewitbjhall  I  be  cloatbed?--^ 
but  I^vcs  bim  thtt  gat%  life,  to  give 
meati  and  alfo  bim  thai  made  die  body, 
to  provide  cloathing:  only  he  employs 
bin^elF,  according  to  tidd^s  Win,  in  a  jtift 
calling;  be  ^oth  the \>ix^tit%  whkh  CM 
requires;  but  for  the  ibccefs,  he  is  not 
trdiibkid;  foi:  fbah  iit  doth  &>  part, 
Whidi  is  to  obey  G6d%  Witt,  and  \tt  leavte 
God  to  do  the  reft,  which  is,  to  take  care 
9f  him,  and  to  provide  for  him  in  that 
obedience.  For  it  is  too  great  a  care,  for 
bim  to  take  care  of  himf^f,  who  did  not 
from  himfelf  receive  his  life. 

Tbc^government  of  the  world  is  an  nn* 
widdy  thif»  in  the  h^s  of  a  man ;  It 
)s  pot  for  bim  to  take  thought  for  (o-mor- 

row. 
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rdifr»  who  f6t  oaght  lie  knows  may  dk 
to-day.  God  hath  not  fo  far  parted  with 
the  jgoVirmhtat  of  the  world  out  of  his 
awn  hinds>  ^  to  leave  every  man's  parti^ 
cuhtr  af&irs^ohimfelf;  /i&^/ would  be  t6 
let  us  live  without  depeudance  upon  him^ 
and  to  &9fer  an  eftrangement  to  grow  be- 
tw^eta  God  and  bis  creatures :  but  he  re- 
terves  eiir  ineat  and  drink,  our  food  and 
riiiiieftt,  in  his  own  hands,  fo  that  we  may 
live  upon  hinii  for  our  daily  bread. 

And  as  the  juft  man  lives  in  exped:ation 

<)f  ihte  fup^ly  of  this  !ffe  from  God,  fo 

alfo  (and  mdre  fifj^ecially)  of  the  reward  of 

the  l^e  to  come.    He  that  lives  by  faiths 

ttitiA  always  have  heaven  in  his  eye;  he 

fttuft  tontinually  abide  in  t\\t  expe6:ation 

of  at>etter  world:  and  by  this confidera- 

H^nhemuft  live,  by  this  end  he  mufl  be 

governed,  by  &is  prdmife  he  muft  be  in- 

4hienced»  in  etery  occafion,  in  every  affair, 

ib  e!very  coilcemmeDt,  —  that  there  is  a 

reward  for  the  righteous. 

Iferc  he  fdluft  begift,  and  here  he  muft 

lernd  ^^tiy  affitfr ;  hence  he  muft  derive  his 

|>rinciples,  and  hitherto  he  muft  direct  hi^ 

3  cndSt 
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cnjis.  For  whatfocwr  is  aadcrtakca,  what- 
foever  is  aded,  whatfoevcr  is  fppken,  nay 
v^hatfoever  is  thought,  without  an  adud 
pr  habitual  influence  from  the  hope  of 
jeternal  life,  ~  hath  not  the  faith  of  a 
Chriftian  in  it. 

Here  therefore  .doth  a  good  maip>  \  man 
that  lives  by  fi^ith,.  always  begin,  and  thus 
doth  he  frame  and  purpofe  all  things,  -^ 
Verilh  tbere  is  a  reward fQr  the  rigbteouSf 
therefore  will  I  be  juft  ^nd  righteous  ip 
my  employment*  Th?  poor  in  fpirit  ftiall 
inherit  heaven,  and  lh?reforc  I  will  labour 
to  fubduc  my  pride,  I  will  forgiyc  the 
injuries  that  are  done  up  to  pie,  becaufe 
he  that  forgives  fliall  be  forgiven*  I  will 
be  merciful  to.  them  that  are  in  mifery, 
becaufe  the  merciful  fliall  obtain  mercy. 
I  will  love  my  enemies,  becaufe  (b^f  will 
make  me  like  unto  God,  and  fit, for  hea- 
ven. I  will  blefs  them  that  curfe  and  hate 
ine,  becaufe  they  that  blefs  iball  a(  la^ 
moft  certainly  be  bleflcd. 

Andl  thus  you  fee  One  inftance  of  the 
life  of  faith.     The  juft  ijian  cxpefts  sjl 
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his  fupports  and  coinforu  from  God,  both 
for  this  lifcy  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

A^foTHER  way  wherein  the  juft  man 
Jive3,  and  ought  to  live,  by  faith,  is  this; 
that  as  he  experts  all  his  fupport  from 
God,  fo  Ae  trujls  all  bis  concernments  with 
bim;  his  body,  his  foul,  his  cftate,  his 
friends,  his  relations,  he  trufts  all  with 
God,  in  the  belief  of  thefe  two  great  ar- 
ticles,— ' — that  God's  providence  rules  the 
world,  -T-»-r  and  that  the  fame  providence 
worketh  all  things  for  good  to  them  that 
are  good. 

Qod  di4  not  make  the  world  by  his  wif- 
jtjom,  and  then  leave  it  to  be  governed  by 
chance  I  he  did  not  employ  infinite  wif- 
jiom  to  build  an  houfe,  and  then  fend 
chance  anxl  folly  to  dwell  in  it.  But  the 
jTatpe  wifdpm  and  power  that  made  the 
world,  do  ftill  dw.ell  and  abide  in  it. 

And  that  we  might  truft  God  in  all 
affairs,  and  having  fo  done,  might  re- 
joice in  that  truft;  that  we  might  hope 
even  againft  hope,  and  be  content  where 
there  is   nothing  vifible  that  (hould  give 

content 
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content  unto  us,— -therefore  doth  he  tell 
us>  that  all  things  work  together  for  good^ 
that  we  might  be  content  fometimes  in 
the  greatefl:  ftraits ;  content  to  fee  the  poor 
man  want  a  friend,  or  the  righteoui  maa 
neceffary  relief  and  fupport;  that  we 
might  be  patient  when  we  fee  our  friends- 
wronged,  our  enemies  prdfper,  our  eftates 
fmall,  and  our  circumftances  weak ;  that 
we  might  be  content  to  do  well,  and  to 
lufFerill;  to  be  poor,  without  advantages 
of  growing  rich;  to  be  defpifed,  where 
we  deferve  honour*,  to  be  neglected,  where 
we  fhould  be  advanced;  to  be  iick  and 
afflidted,  without  hopes  of  recovery  of 
health  and  happinefs  in  this  world;  there- 
fore we  are  told,  and  therefore  we  are  to 
believe,  that  all  things  Jhallwork  together 
for  goodi  to  them  that  love  God. 

Having  thus  far  (hewed.  What  it  is  to 
live  by  faith ;  I  am  to  (hew  in  the 

Secomp  Place,  the  epcctlkncy  andadvan^ 
tage  of  this  living. 

And  herein  conlifleth  the  excellency  and 
advantage  of  it,  in  that  itfets  us  above  all 

the 
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tbi  trifiiug  cpncerm  of  this  wsrU,  andfiK^ 
eth  our  converfation  in  heaven.  Faith  en- 
ligbtenetb  the  mmd^  purifies  th^  beaft^ 
ennobles  the  affedions,  alters  the  whdb 
frame  and  difpdition  of  the  fbul,  catri^  a 
man  into  another  world,  poflefles  tbe  mind 
with  other  th(»ights,  acqqaints  him  mth 
other  things,  furniibeth  him  with  new 
defires,  placeth  him  in  another  ftate;  fb 
that  he  which  before  minded  earthly 
things,  is  now  raifed  far  above  them,  hath 
God  always  in  his  eye,  heaven  is  daily  in 
his  thoughts,  eternity  finks  into  his  mind, 
the  joys  of  the  angels,  the  contentmoits 
of  the  faints,  the  meditation  of  a  blefied 
immortality,  warm  his  heart  every  morn*- 
ingy  and  keep  him  company  every  day. 

Every  man  hath  a  defign,  and  ibme 
end  or  other  to  purfue  in  this  world. 
Riches,  greatnefs,  power,  worldly  ambi- 
tion, and  earthly  pleafures,  are  the  great 
purfuits  which  engage  the  attention  of 
mankind.  But  no  fooner  doth  faith  open 
the  eye,  no  fooner  is  the  fenfe  of  heaven 
and  the  true  fear  of  God  awakened  in  the* 
foul,  but  all  thefe  things  vanifh  as  empty 
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Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1  to     ^he  Jufi/hall  live  6i  Pattk 

fhadows,  or  ai  dreaiin  of  the  night.  ^Bi 
ijD^rld  paffeth  away^  and  the  lufts  thereof  ^^ 
but  he  that  doth  the  will  of  Gad  abtdetb 
for  ev^r. 
.  And  what  Urge  aod  excelknt  dtfcoorfe^^ 
will  the  juft  man  who  lives  by  faith  frame 
unto  himfelf  oppn:  this  truth  ^  Behold# 
faitb  he»  the  world  with  all  i(s  pomp,  and 
luftrci  with  its  glory  and  gi^atnefs,  is  in 
daily  decay  and  confomption, .  aod  how 
^ould  I  live  upon  that  which  naiift  die  ? 
Hov^  fhould  that  cftablifli  the  foul,  which 
bath  itfelf  no  eflablifhment?  how  iboi^d 
that  be  a  foandatio,n  for  me  torpft  upqp» 
which  hath  no  foundation  for  itfelf? 

Caft  your  eyes  round  about,  upon  the 
riches,  wealth,  and  preferments  of  ^hi? 
world ;  and  behold  they  are  in  a  conti^ 
nual  motion  to  cprruption ;  they  are  in  a 
daily  flux  i  the  waters  do  not  haftcn  f^tfter 
to  the  fea,  than  all  thefe  things  melt.  to« 
\yards  fmoke  and:vapour. 

Have  crowns  aqd  fceptrcs  exempted  any 
man  from  death,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  this  time  ?  have  riches  ever 
made  a  man  immortal  ?  bath  health  ever 
made  a  man  wife  ?  or  have  great  prefer- 
ment js 
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ments  ever  given  a  man  grtat  content  ?  — •- 
Solomon  hath  long  (ince  put  off  his  drowii/ 
and  his  robes/  ihd  long  finc6  turned  to 
duft.    The  kings  and  emperors  of  formef 
ages  are  all  dead,  and  the  worm  made  na 
difference  between  them  arid  the  meaneft 
of  their  fubjc\as*     Hov*r  little  is  there  left  . 
ift  the  world,  that  was  two  hundred  year^ 
ago?   All    that  is    paft,    and    fomething 
fprung  up  in  its  ftead,  which   yet  fliall 
fliortly  pafs  away  as  that  did. 

Thus  faith  views  all  things  in  the  de- 
cline, it  fees  them  all  in  motion  and  de- 
cay ;  it  lets  the  world  pafs  as  it  nvill  pafs  t 
it  leaves  that  which  leaves  // ;  and  turns 
its  eye  from  beholding  vanity :  But  how 
bright  is  the  glory  of  heaven  in  the  eye 
of  faith?  how  precious  are  the  things  of 
immortality  in  them  that  beh'eve  ?  and  how 
ravifhing  are  the  affcftions  of  eternal  lifcj 
in  them  that  long  after  eternal  things  ? 
He  thus  believes,  and  thus  afts.  He  never 
wants  the  help  of  a  fin,  to  do  him  a  fa- 
vour i  or  the  joy  of  a  fenfual  plcafure,  to 
make  him  happy.  If  he  wants  comfort, 
faith  fupplies  him  j  if  he  wants  content,  h^ 
I  fetches 
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fetches  it  from  heaven  f  if  he  ihnds  in 
need  of  healthy  he  feeks  it  there)  if 
be  needed^  joy>  he  deri?^  it  tfience ;  he 
lives  above  the  worlds  becau£:  he  qeeds  it 
iK>t»  For  wi  look  net  at  the  things  which 
orefetHf  but^  at  the  things  which  are  not 
fien ;  for  the  things  that  are  feen  are  tern-* 
poralf  but  the  things  that  are  not /e^en  are 
eternal. 

Faith  fees  nothing  in  this  world  wc^thy 
of  a  great  eAjsem^  and  therefore  is  not 
proud ;  nothing  worthy  of  a  firong  defire^ 
and  therefore  is  not  ambiliotisi  nothing 
that  another  hath^  which  it  would  deiire 
to  bereave  him  of,  and  therefore  en-» 
vieih  not^  doth  not  value  the  lois  of  any 
thing  fo  much,  as  to  bear  malice  againft 
him  that  made  a  man  a  loier. 

*rhe  matters  of  this  world  arc  the  fewel 
that  kindles  all  thofe  helliAi  pafiions  i  ho^ 
nours,  riches^  preferments,  iecular^learn-^ 
ing  and  fkill,— thefe  are  the  food  that  feed 
the  fparks  of  pride,  envy,  malice,  fcorny 
and  bitternefs :  here  t^efe  paflions  grpwt 
here  their  flames  are  nouriQied,  here  their 
fires  do  burn  and  fmoke. 

But 
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Bat  nbW  thelb  a^  titk  a  Chriftito'at  gteat 
e6ni@fnttMtit6|  tHde  ar e  tidt  the  cart  of 
fiiith>  tbcTd  are*  not  ttkeehafgt  of  l^j 
thefearenotthe  thifiga  thM  are  ^bidfed» 
defigiiedy  contrived^  contended  for  in^tlie 
J^irkiial  worid,  in  '^t  ^orld  where  everf 
Chilian  faatb  his*  conreifationiyar  «irr 
tm^etfaiion  irik  bei^m.  And  fo  heaveil 
there  is  nothing  of  thefe.  Alas»  we  never 
Iwell  with  piid^^  bttra  with  inaiioe/  i^or 
cfonTus^  with  Hxivyp  n^i  finbke  with  p«f« 
fidr»  hbr  fbain  wii^  erud  hatred,  —^  till 
#e  lofe  the  Oitield  bf  f4ith,  tSi  h6pe  Mnt 
lore  decay/  aiid  let  n$  fall  into  thetforrbwa 
and  dites,  into  the  ftdtta^  and  tempefts  ^ 
llferworld.  ^    ' 

*'  Hercf)  indeed,  every  itiah  is  at  work  ((^t 
litmf^,  every  man  is^dbhtrtving  his  oWn 
tnds^  every  nmn  ii  labonring  for  his  ^owfi 
$dvinc^ment,  and  thaft  liyall  nnihfler  of 
Ways/'Vight  or  wrong,  good  or  evil,  truth 
fir^lies,  fo  it  wiH  work' his  etiU,  it  isdeem^ 
cd  a  ^t  means;  foit  WiH  do  the  thing  de^ 
£|^ed|  it  is  no  matter,  what  it  doth  be- 
iidej  To  it  will  make  him  rich,  it  is  no 
matter  who  is  made  poor  by  it  i  (6  it  will 
Vol.  IV,  I  '     make 
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make  him  an  iotereft,  it  19  no  matter  wbom 
it  wroQgs^i  if  it  will  build  his  houic^  inrich 
hta  family»  gain  him  intereft  Iq  th^  worlds 
giv9  hHn  reputattoo  with  (hem  that  can 
prefer  him,  let  it  d^ftrpy  his  neighbour^ 
let  it  injvrei  his  brothert.  jet  itinfnarehb 
friendf  let  it  damn  hi^  fbul#  «—  all  1% 
deemc4  M^^U  done  that  is  done  ivith  ^c-. 
cefs  for  this  world. 

This  is  the  guife  of  this  world;  .]an4 
when  yre  fall  in|Q  :this  ^onfuiioi^^  thisv 
tempeftf  this  hieap  of .  mij^hief  zn^  diff 
qiuets»  where  every  things  is  thrown  jbta 
difordi;r»  where  ^every  tl^ipg  is  in  battle^ 
againft  anpther,  no  wpnder  if  all  the 
paflions  of  helh  -*-  pride»  revenge^  >am*» 
\AUotht  envy/  ipalice,  wrath>  bittprq^, 
and  dl  the  enmity  pf  the  world,  do  thqor 
break  in  upon  us,  wli^  we  are  fallen  intq 
the  midil  of  them  i  But  while  faith  car*^ 
ri^s  .u$  into  a  beite^  vyprld,  into  the 
thoughts  of  God|  we  qome  to  have  tht 
affedtiqns  that  becoipc  immortal  fouls.  , 

Ahotheh  exc611cncy  ^nd  advantage  at 
jiving  \>^  faitKis  xhii^  t^at  it  iompo/ei 
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cur  minds  in  all  the  fears  and  dangers  of 
the  world.     " 

It  ilills  and  quiets  our  fpirits,  iecures 
OUT  £)ul$9  and  eafeth  our  difquietSi  while 
we  pafs  through  this  valley  of  tears  here 
beldw ;  whatfoeter  we  lofc  in  the  worldi 
faith  (hews  us  that  the  lofs  is  not  con^ 
iidterabie ;  whatfoever  we  hope  for  in  aii« 
othferj  faith  aflures  us  of  that  oUr  hope  i 
it  ttacheth  how  to  undervalue  that  Which 
we  cannot  get,  or  that  which  Mrc  rilay 
Ibfe  i  and  it  teacheth  hOw  to  content  our- 
felves  with  that  gobdi  Which  We  cannot 
fail  at  laft  to  gain,  if  we  be  patient  and 
perfcvere  to  the  end. 

And  thus  faith  is  the  greated  fecurity 
of  oilHivcs,  the  ^rcat  cafe  of  our  hearts* 
tht  only  ftrength  and  fdppott  of  our  fouls; 
for  it  is  one  of  the  highbd  Ihings  that 
can  be,  and  brings  uS  nearefl  Unto  God^ 
not  to  be  (liaken^  not  to  be  moved  and 
difquieted^  whatfbevei-  may  befal  us. 

And   this^  .  faith  performs;     It  hears 

hot  the  report  of  danger;    it   feels  not 

the  fmart  of  ftoverty ;  it  is  not  affrighted 

at  the  ndfc  of  wars ;   it  if  not  (haken 

I  2  •  with 
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^ith  |he  fear  of  death;  it  bath  nothing 
of  its  own  here  below  *»  it  hath  laid  up 
nmhing  in  this  caftle^  or  in  that  Ibrtrefs  ; 
it  bath  left  no  part  of  a  maa's  beut 
within  the  walls  of  a  fair  houfc,  in  the 
ihadows  of  pleafant  walks,  in  the  fcenf 
of  a  bed  of  floweiis ;  it  hath  locked  up 
nothiog  of  the  foul  in  a  cheft,  nor  feaied 
it  up  in  bags,  nor  hurried  it  into  a  fliip^ 
nor  thrown  it  into  a  bam  $  it  hath  hid 
the  man  wholly  in  heaven/  it  hath 
placed  him  and  his  in  the  arms  of  Qod^ 
it  hath  nothing  to  lofe  in  thi<  world, 
«m^  therefore  it  is  not  ibaken  by  wiH-Id^ 
lyfears* 

Lastly^  Another  excellency  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  life  of  faith,  is  ihisj;  that 
itfatisfia  and  contents  the  fmh  wtk  JmU 
and  ample  fatisfaSiion^ 
/  What  is  it  that  o«p  fouls  k?ng  fw,  wi 
whither  do  the  wings  of  oar  defires  carry 
us  away  ?  what  mean  PMt  peeyijSi  bfiurts^ 
our  angry  defirest  our  vehcfneiM  longings? 
Behold,  heaven  is  hefpr?  us,  Rpd  if  tbjere 
be  content  e^iough,  then  }«t  us  i^  patient 

awhile 
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a  while,  and  we  (hall  be  fatisfied.  Let  ut 
lift  up  our  eyes  towards  heaven ;  and  it  is 
but  a  few  days  diftance  between  us  4nd 
thofe  glories.  All  that  God  hath,  yea 
God  himfelf,  is  ours.  Let  u$  therefore 
lay  up  our  contentment  with  him,  |et  us 
put  all  our  intereft  into  his  hands,  let  us 
think  of  no  fatisfadlion  below  eternal 
happineTs,  and  let  eternal  happiness  fuUy 
fatisfy  us. 

In  the  mean  time.  Jet  the  worldly  wife 
man,  if  he  pleafes,  glory  in  hi$  wifdom  j 
and  the  rich  man  pride  hhnfelf  in  his 
riches ;  and  the  proud  man  in  bis  applaufc 
^d  vain^glory ;  but  in  us,  kk  patience 
have  its  perftB  work^  that  we  may  be  per-- 
ftSi  and  entire^  wanting  nothing  5  let  Go4 
be  our  hope  at  prefent,  and  he  (hall  fhortr 
Jy  be  our  reward. 


li  SERMON 
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SERMON    Vll. 

:  Danger  <^  a  Death-bed  Repentance, 
[from  Kettle  w£ll's  Meafures  of  Obedience.] 

MATT.   XX,  9. 
Jbfdwben  they  cam  t but  were  hired  ifbout 
the  eleventh. hour f  they  r^ceive4  every 
man  a. penny. 

TH  ]^  S  £  words  are  part  of  the  pa- 
rable of  the  labourers  in  the  vine- 
jrard,  ^n^  are  often  alledged  in  be- 
half of  a  late  or  death-bed  repentance ; 
forafpiuch  a§  they  who  were  hired  late  into 
the  vineyard,  received  as  much  wages  as 
thpy  who  were  hir^d  earlier. 

In  general,  there  is  nothing  more  cer- 
tain, thai)  that  fqch  repentance  only  will 
be  effedual  to  falyation,  whicb  produces  a 
fuitable  change  in  the  life  and  practice; 
that  no  man  can  with  any  (hew  of  r'ca- 
fon  hope  to  be  acquitted  and  rewarded  at 
the  laft  day,  but  he  who  repents  unta 
I  4  amendment^ 
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amendment,  who  is  created  unto  good 
works,  and  is  born  again  to  a  new  prac- 
tice and  obedience. 

But -this  is  dways^  undo-flood  with  an 
exception,  that  if  a  man  (hall  not  live  fo 
long,  as  to  be  able  to  ihewiR>rUi  this  dfe^ 
iti  his  future  obedience,  he  fliaU  be  accept* 
ed  according  to  what  he  hath,  and  not  ac<- 
cording  to  what  he  h&th  no^.  Some  men 
are  called  away  forth with>  upon  the  cbalq^ 
of  mind  that  is  wrought  in  thera,  be&rc 
any  opportunity  of  adion  comes.  TJiey 
havejuft|in)e  to  become  obedient  jp.will 
and  purpofe,  but  not  in  life  and  pfadKcT^ 
They  have  no  leifure  left  them  to  work^  i 
but  the  night  oomes  fuddenly  upoa  th(in,^ 
when  all  the  time  of  labour  is  at  an  ehd. 
——And  this  is  the  cafe  of  all  dying  pent-- 
tents. 

And  here,  undoubtedly,  the  will  fliaUbe 
accepted  for  the  deed.  For  in  heart  and 
mind,  ifuch  penitents  are  be^om^Cod^s  ho- 
ned fervants  i  their  de(ires  are  in  great 
ftrengchf  and  their  inward  purpofes  kf? 
come  op  to  effectual  degrees,  which  Y^^nt 
nothing  but  time  wherein  to  ihew  theto- 

fdves. 
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iclyes,  and  ^re  fufficient,  whenfoevcr^9i)L 
opportuaity^  (ball  pcctirt*  to  beget  a  change 
of  life>  and  to  make  their  adions  anfwe^ 
them.  So  that  if  they  are  deftitute  of  ai) 
entire  obedience^  and  have  not  as  yet  evi-^ 
denced. their  change  of  nature  in  their 
change  of  prafticei  that  is  not  for  want 
of  inward  readinefs,  but  of  outward  pppor^ 
tunities  i  and  therefore  it  is  not  fb  much 
their. fa>ilt^  as  their  unhappineis.  And 
when  God  fees  it  is  thus  with  them,  he 
takes  the  inward  will  aqd  choice,  for  th^ 
outward  '  fervice  and  performance.  He 
judgeth  u?  by  our  wills,  which  ari;  in  our 
own  power;  and  not  by  chance  and  acci* 
dental  opportunities,  which  are  utterly 
withoiitit. 

But  then  here  is  tha  dangerous  ilate,  anc) 
deplorable  ca(e,  of  all  fuch  dying  peni* 
tentSi  that  it  is  twenty  tponc,  if  they  de% 
repentaj^ce  (o  their  death*bedi  jthat  alltfie 
change  which  ^hen  apj)efrsia^thein»  is  not 
ib  fufficient,  nor  would  prove  fo.efiedlual, 
were  there  a  due  time  allowed  for  the  trial 
thereof.  And  of  this  we  have  a  clear  zxr 
gument,  in  that  aaK)ng  all  the  holy  vows 

and 
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am)  pfoQS  purpofes^  which  are  begun  by 
men  upon  a  fick-bed»  when  they  are  in 
fight  of  death,  and  cxpeft  a  diflbliition, 
there  are  fo  few  th^t  continue  with  them, 
and  pr6ve  effedual  to  make  their  lives  and 
aftions  anfwcr  theip,  when  they  recover* 
^ere  is  not,  l  believe^  one  unconverted 
Chriftian  in  foipe  hundreds,  but  will  (hew 
fome  figfis  of  forrow,  apd  put  up  devout 
prayers,  and  pake  holy  vows  and  purpofcs, 
when  he  apprehends  himfelf  about  to  die : 
iVod  yet^  of  a|l  thofe  who  are  raifed  up 
again,  it  is  a  vpry  fmall  and  inconfiderablc 
number  in  comparifbn,  that  make  good 
ibofe  vowSf  aqd  tSc&.  what  they  had  re- 
vived upon.  And  now,  if  thefe  men  had 
^ied  wh^  they  thus  repented,  in  what  a 
miferable  ftatc  h^  they  been  ?  For  this 
change  in  their  will  and  purpofe,  is  no  fur* 
ther  avaUable  to  their  everlafting  falvation» 
than  it  would  be  efie£tual  to  work  a  like 
change  in  their  lives  and  pradtice.  God 
accepts  the  holinefs  qi  the  mind,  only  as 
it  is  an  holy  principle;  and  imputes  the  re* 
ward  of  obedience  to  it  no  farther,  than 
he  forefces,  that  if  he  allowed  time,,  obe- 
dience 
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dience  would  enfiie  upon  it.  The  will  is 
nevi^r  takeii  for  the  d^^  but  when  it  i$ 
able  to  efe^  the  fame ;  wheA  the  deed 
would  be  fure  to  follow^  fo  foon  as  aif  op* 
pprtunity  were  offered  for  it.  .And  this» 
pod  fees  beforehand^  although  we  dp  not. 
He  is  ^ble  to  judge  of  the  fincerity  of  men's 
deilrest  and  of  the  fufficiency  of  thejr  pi),r« 
pofes,  before  their  foUowio^^^orks  declare 
them.  And  according  to  what  he  fore&es 
they  would  afterwards  effe(ft»  he  either  ac- 
cepts Gc  rejeds  theau  ^ut  vvrhen  men's 
fifter-work?  come.as.a  cWar  evidence,  of 
the  infincerity,  or  iofufiiciency  of  their 
fick-bedrefolutions;  they  may  fee  plainly 
themfelves^  what  .God  faw  long  before, 
jha|  all  the  chaogp  of  mind,  which  wa^ 
then  wrought  in  them,  was  utterly  iftfig- 
pifjcaht  and  unavailing.  When  they  truft- 
fd  to  it,  they  relied  upon  a  broken  reedi 
their  confidence  upon  it  was  ill-grounded, 
and  if  they  had  died  with  it,  would  moft 
certainly  have  deceived  them. 

Thus  utterly  lincerfaihand  uncomfort* 
able  a  thing,  is  a  niere  unworking  change, 
and  a  late  death-bed  repentance.    It  may 
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fimtkmspxovt  inBKM^  to  beget  an  ajf-^ 
%tt  change  cl*  pn^cef  and  when  God 
iees  it  woilldi  there  is  no  doiibt  but  he  will 
ae«pt  it.  But  it  viry/eldm  dolh  i  and  no 
man  ^hodSes  in  it^  can  poflibly  teK,  whc^ 
ther  tt  would  or  no.  It  is  very  great  odds, 
that  it  would  prove  too  weak :  £o  tiliat  al** 
though  there  be  feme,  yet  is  there  very 
fmaH  hope^  that  any  dying  man  can  place 
in  it  ^    ^ 

And  that  which  renders  tt  ordmarify  fo 
iftfufficient,  and  thereupon  fo  uncertain 
and  uncomfortable,  is  this:  hecaufeitge^ 
nerally  proceeds  fram  an  uncMftant  dndtem^ 
p$rary  primipie;  to  wit,  the  hearnefs  of 
death,  and  the  prefent  fears  of  if.'  It  is 
commonly  founded  upon  a  rjeafi>n,'  that 
doth  not  hold  in  all  times ;  a  reafoii,  that 
is  ^;ood  in  fickneis,  but  not  in  health ;  tha( 
concludes  for  ar  pious  change  whilft  we  are 
under  our  fick-bed  ibrrows,  but  not  when 
bj^ng  freed  from  them,  we  are  placed 
again  under  t^e  pleafure  of  temptations, 

For  the  gcizt  and  general  motive,  whic^ 
g^kes  all  thofe  who  never  thought  of  re^ 

forming 
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formiDgm^  ifi  tlictr  Uvea  before,  to  revive 
iipiM  it  when  ihey  are6fi  their  death-be^^ 
is  phttnly  the  neamefs  of  the  oext  worlds 
and' their  aipprehef^on  di  dieir  foddeh 
^death  and  dtptutare^^  Could  they  hope  io 
live  longer,  fhey  would  fih  fiill.  But  ihcy 
look  upon  themfelves*  at  ^ng  to  judged 
ment,  aild  they  have  fo  rau^h  confcienitie 
left  in  theni,  as  to  b^lfere  that  there  \%^ 
hell  for  the  impenitent;  attd  their  own 
ietf-love  is  e^ttremely  ftar^ed  at  that,  and 
makes  theih  run  to  any  flielter :  {o  that 
they  make  ^nany  fearful  confeiiions,  and 
fervent  prayers,  and  holy  purpofes,  and  fay 
and  do  any  thing  whereby  they  may  quiet 
their  prefent  fears,  and  catch  at  any  com^ 
fbrtable  hopes  of  avoiding  the  eternal  tor« 
mcnts  which  they  are  dfraid  of.  The  or- 
dmary  caufe  then  of  all  this  procedure,  is 
not  any  love  of  God,  or  hatred  of  lin;  but 
only  a  fear  &f  ptiniihm6nt«  And  that  too, 
not  9  fear  of  it  at  a  didance,  and  as  at  fome 
removes  from  them ;  but  only  as  it  looks 
near  at  hand,  and  juft  hanging  over  them. 

But 
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But  now»  as  for  this  apparent  neardefs  of 
deaths  and  this  coofounding  fear  upoa  it; 
it  is  plainly  a  ihort  and  traafieott  an  u|i^ 
conftant^  temporary  principle4  It  is  a  resK 
.fim  to  thegi  no  loogeri  than  tbcy  are'ficki  ^ 
fpr:  when  they  recover  and.  ftre  well  agaidt 
.death  is  as  far  c^»  and  they  are  become 
again  as  fearlefs  fts  ^ever.  They  are  got  out 
of  iu  neighbourboodi  and  it  gives  then)  no 
farther  trouble.  So  that  all  their  former 
fears  abate^  and  their  virtuQus^  refolutions 
fall,  as  beginning  now  to  want  that  which 
firft  gave  life  to  them^  and  (hould  fupport 
them*  And  now^  when  opportunities  of 
.fin  are  ofFered,  and  the  pleafurable  baits 
of  temptations  invite ;  they  have  nothing 
left  that  is  able  to  refift  them.  Whilft 
tKey  were  (ick,  they  were  not  capable  to 
(>e  tempted ;  and  then  death  being  near»  it 
enabled  them  to  purpofe  well,  and  to  make 
a  pious  refolution.  j^ut  now,  iince  they 
are  well,  temptatipns  are  become  as  ftrong 
as  ever ;  and  the  thoughts  of  death  being 
far  removed,  they  have  no  reibtutions  that 
eafl   withfland   them,   but   are   quickly 

changed 
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changed  jagaia  into  ihe  &me  ment  as  feti^ 
fual  and  fioful,  as  they  were  before. 

Indeed^  it  fometimeshappensythdtthof^ 
fbulst  which  were  at  firil  awakened  by  fixch 
a  traniientr  temporat^y  motive^  go  on  to 
others  afurwards»  that  are  more  £jct  and 
lailiag:  and  then  they  are  fbraiifaed  with 
armour,  in  all  times,  and  have  a  motive 
that  may  bear  them  out  when  death  is  far 
0^  as  well  as  when  it  \%  near  at  hand;  la 
time  of  health,  as  well  as  iatime.of  £ck*^ 
neis. 

For  they,  who  were  at  lirft  affrighted 
into  a,  change  of  mind  and  holy  purpo&s; 
by  the  near  approach  of  death  and  judge- 
meat,  go  on  fometiines  tQ  confirm  their 
refolutions  upon  more  lafling  principlesv 
Thty  th^k*  themfelvCfS  into  a  deep  fenfe 
of  that  baienefs  and  ingratitude  towards 
Godf  ami  our  dear^ft  Saviour,  which  is  In 
fin,  and  of  its  mifchievoufnefs  to  their  own 
iely<$ ;  how  it  robs  them  of  all  that  ctcr-^ 
nal  good  which  their  hearts  defire,  and 
brings  ibem.undcr  all  thofe  infupporlabl<; 
and  epdlefi  evils  which  they  fear:  All  which 
it  doth, .  f9r  the  purchafe  of  fome  light^ 

empty. 
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empty,  and  traafient  plesfiirce^  wktch  art 
vaftly  bdoMT  thr  joys  of  heavea  i  and  for 
the  avoidance  of  fbme  (hort  pain  and  un-« 
eafine6,  which  are  infinitely  nothing  in 
«omparifon  of  the  pains  of  hclU 
\  And  thefe  thoughts  give  thenx  a  firm 
•nd  laititigconvi^on,  of  the  utter  necef« 
fity  of  renounciiig  all  ^vil  courfes,  whidi 
are  fo  deftru^ve;  and  of  leading  a:  holy 
and  obedient  life,  which  are  fo  infinitely 
becoming  them,  and  beneficial  to  them.  ' 
And  this  convidion  now,  can  beget,  and 
preiSbve  a  refdution,  that  is  fuificient  and 
efi^nal,  vi^rious  and  prevailing,  it  wilt 
be  a  reaibn  to  them,  tbrefolve  and  pradti^ 
at  all  times,  in  fidknefs  and  in  health  i  when 
they  are  not  tempted,  ahd  alio  when  they 
are.  For  heaven  and  the  love  of  Godrw 
always  a  ncceflary  end;  and  their  ebedfence 
18  always  a  ncceflary  means^  or  inilrnmem; 
So  that  if  men  refolve  upon  a  comfiftttSn'  oJF 
this  neceility,  they  refolve  upon  a  reaibii 
that  may  well  hold  always.  They  wiB 
conftantly  have  the  higheft  rczfon  to  be 
fo  convinced  j  and  ftiJl  to  rtpeat  and'fofrtify 
their  refolution,  upon  fuch  conniHtin  j 
4  and 
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dnd  to  zdi  and  pradbife  that,  which  they 
have  lb  vriicly  refohed  to  praftifc.  And 
^vhed  a  fick  man's  change  is  built  upoa 
this  jgrouhd,  and  proceeds  upon  this  mo-* 
tive ;  it  thzy  be  permanent  and  fixt,  effec- 
tual and  prevailing.  As  it  is  in  all  thofe^ 
Who  are  converted  by  ficknefs  and  afRic* 
tions,  that  gi^eat,  and  ufually  laft  means^ 
which  God  niakes  ufe  of  for  the  reclaim-^ 
in^olf  finful  men. 

ButgeneraUy,  men's  6ck-bed  purpofes> 
go  no  fiirther  than  thcjrj  ground.  They 
always;  begin  upon  the  fears  of  prefent 
deatb>  and  the  near  approach  of  judge- 
ment s  and  though  .  fometimes  thtfy  go 
higher  ftilh  yet  ordinarily  they  reft  there; 
{6  that  they  have  no  change  longer  than 
their  ficknefs  lafls.  And  this  repentance 
is-certainly  infufficient  j  fits  wiU  can  never 
be  accepted  for  the  deed ;  bccaufe  if  they 
Were  allowed  to  recover  again,  and  to  live 
00  till  an  opportunity  of  doing  cam^,  the 
g6od  will  and  purpofe  would  be  quite  loft 
in  the  time  of  trial,  and  able  to  effecft  no- 
thing. 

Vol.  IV.  K  But 
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But  although  a  death-bed  change  Ijipul^ 
proceed  upon  ioth  thefe  grounds,  and  the 
dying  men  fhould  refolve  to  amend,  bpth 
upon  i\i^  fenfe  offudden  deaths  which  will 
"maintain  their  refolution  fo  long  as  it  is 
near, — and  alfo  upon  a  conviBmi  oftheMb-- 
folute  necejjtty  of  heaven  and  a  holy  life^ 
which  may  make  them  refolve  ftill  when 
the  prefent  danger  is  over ;  yet  may  their 
repentance,  after  all,  be  infufficient^  and 
avail  nothing :  for  a  death-bed  repentance, 
when  it  doth  proceed  upoaa  genuine  and 
\afting  motive,  is  ftill  oft-times  inefFedlud, 
for  thjs  further  r^afon;  namely,  becaufe 
the  cl^angc  is.  in  t(^^  "weak^  and  inamptttnt 
^meajhre  and.degree. 

Ilis  np^t.eveiy  degree,  even  of  true  and 
U(pdifl^wl?lfid  rfifobtiQn,  that;  Wfll  over- 
come  a  man!s  fins,^  apd  i^ogthea  him  tt> 
^ich  a  p^i^ch,  ?is  tft  ipftk^  hfjxk  pD^vjaiJ^  o\im 
^\  \^ti^^^i^Ti&,  A,  tjpioijfiind  gc;^  refelti-j 
tipi^s  g9  tp  heill ;  becaufq^.  a^ou^  they 
are  fincere.  and  true^  yet  thpy  are  w^ak  aa4 
inefFecSual.  For  how  many  naen  arc  tljere^i 
who  ref9lve  againft  theif  fins,  wbp4lo(99l^ 
yet  get  quit  of  them  ?'  They  purpofe,  to^ 
leave  them;  but  for  all  that,  they  ftilj^ljve 
3  in 
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fai  them.  Tfaerr  mind  and  wfrf  ii  igainft 
them;  but  yet  they  cdntiiriii  fo  Ivork  anfl 
jpra^ife  them;  When  titisk  meh  have  got 
Violt^t  affeAibilSj  aild  Vidt^  habitii  ahd 
iin  By  a  long  isf^  i$  i>«fc6m^  aJnicffE  i  fecohd 
nattlrd  fo  themi  it  h  not  eVd-y  liibaiurej 
ho  nor  ^e^ty  ih&de^ate  degfl:6  of  refbltjdonj 
that  caM  mortify  and  dverconoe  thehj;  For 
a  Wreak  rfcfolutiOtt  ii  quickly  ovcfthfown; 
Men's  iinj  are  too  hard  for'  iti  and  l^uitd 
overbear  it;  It  may  make  fome  refiftance; 
Crdali  fbm6  ttouble^  and  caufe  fomib  de» 
ky;  but  thai  is  alt  thai  it  can  do;  It  cai¥ 
bnly  contend  and  ft'ruggle^  but  it  is  no^ 
able^toovefcombw 

Thus  weak  and  unaMe»  in^ffeStive  dnd* 
iffie^  are  many  true  and  reial  refolutiohs^ 
'Fhiy  havfe  hot  ftrfength  enough  to  do  thtif 
Work :  The  tippolition  16  greater  than  they 
can  fubdde ;  fo  that  they  are  able  to  niakd' 
ito  ffheratiohj  bifl  ftrf  all  this  cliaft^  of^ 
miwdi  meii  will'  tohtthtie  WJfck^d  ind  difi" 
obedibnt  iA  their  praditie  (till. 

And  of  this  fort  gdnferaliyi  eVen  WheA 

tl^ey  proceiid  updn  a  gehuine  andhftih^ 

motive^   are  the  penitential  piirpofes  of 

dying  m€n.    For,  alas,  when  they  haver^ 

K  1  lived 
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lived  all  their  lives  in  a  cburfe  of  fin,  and 
their  miods  hStve  been  always  taken  up 
with  it^  and  their  hearts  v^hoUy  enflaved 
to  it;  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  bring  them 
off,  and  to  fill  them  with  fuch  firomcfs  of 
purppfe,  and  ftrcngth  of  pious  refolutipni 
as  would  be  able  cffedually  to  mortify  and 
fubdue  it.  This  is  a  moft  laborious  work, 
and  a  difRcult  undertaking.  It  requires 
much  time,  and  the  freedom  of  all  our 
faculties. 

For  how  hard  a  thing  is  it,  even  for 
men  in  health,  when  their  thoughts  are 
free^  diftrafted  by  no  bufinefs,  interrupted 
by  no  pain,  and  diflurbed  by  no  difeafe  or. 
other  hinderancc,  to  work  themfclves^up  to 
an  effedtaaland  prevailing  reiblution  againft 
any  on©  fin,  to  which  they  have  been  ha- 
bitually inured  ?  And  even  of  them,  who 
do  at  laft^B^dtually  refolve  againft  it,  how 
few  arc  there  who  come  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
refolution  at  the  j&rft  trial?— No,  their 
proceeding  is.  gradual  >  they  go  on  from 
ftep  to  ilep  ^  every  foUowkig  refolution  is 
more  firm,  and  ftronger  than  that  which 
went  before;  till  after  fcveral  l*petition* 
Md  advances,  they  arrive  at  laft  to  a  d^t^ 

gre« 
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gree  and  pitch  of  holy  purpofe  fo  compleat, 
as  can  ^fFeft  that  virtuous  change  of  life 
and  aClion  which  they  aim  at.  So  that 
their  fpiritual  life,  is  not  brought  on  to 
perfeAion  in  a  moment,  more  than  their 
natural ;  but  requires  much  time^  and 
much  cxercife :  For  as  their  finful  habits 
were  not  at  firft  acquired,  fo  neither  are 
they  to  be  conquered,  by  one  adtion,  but 
by  many. 

Arid  fince  the  procefs  in  repentance,  even 
from  one  fingle  fin,  is  fa  long  and  tedious, 
before  it  has  arrived  to  a  faving  pitch  ^  and 
fo  difficult  to  a  benliby  man,  who  has  no- 
thing to  trouble  and  diftraQ:  hini :  what 
muft  an  univerfal  reformation  be,  to  a 
4ying  perfori,  whofe  time  is  fliort,  and 
much  difturbed ;  who  cannot  repeat  many 
reiblutjons,  nor  make  a  trial  of  the  force 
and  power  of  any  one;  and.  who  is  moft 
likely  to  be  weak  and  languid  in  all  thofe 
good  purpofes  which  he  makes,  by  reafon 
that  his  thoughts  are  heavy,  and  his  attcn^ 
tson  broken,  and  all  his  faculties  are  op- 
prefTed  with  pain,  and  become  weary  and 
unaSivc  through  a  wafting  difeafe  ?  Surely 
if  tl|e  firft  rcfolutions  of  healthy  men,  are 
K  3  generally 
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w?fq  pvirpqfes  PJf  ^ying  pijpitents,  ^hic?]^ 
in  ^11,9$! vantages  for  a  ^rong  apd  pr^v^^g; 
fefcii^tipa  fall  iifiu^H  ^ejfow;  them,  ^pfiu^ 
fleets  ^p  generally  pf  t^is  i^eife(3:iyp  Ibrt 
too. 

And  when  th5y  ari?  $b,  thify  wi^  np| 
pafs  in  God'^  accpuat|  but  are  pttedy  un? 
available  to  an^  npaa^'s  falvs^tipn.  A.  n*ai> 
who  only  purpofetn;^  but  doth  jip)l;  pra^- 
^fe;  who  barelyr '\^illS|  but  ^  not  s^e  to 
per%m;^  is  ifl,  tlfe  w^y  t^jlijfe  inde^,  buj| 
|ie  is  far  ^:oip,  having  yet  attaiined  tp.i^.  Hg 
15^  ftil)  i^  ^.  ^  cafeji  and  under  a  dano^ui^ 
i^iijtencq.  Fpr  tj;^  change  of  m^l4  whip^ 
pod^  req^uitj^^  pf  i^,  is  fupl^  a^  wQr|f;^  % 
^l^gpgj?  pf  pr^c?.  If  h^  fe^ft  i]t  fifffici^pfi 
tp  ?ifc(5t  tjiat,  he  ^ili.  gra^ipufly  A^Q^pt;  in 
lindeed,  befpre  tjjp  e^e<3/  fo^pwcf.  ^^Jt  i6 
it  be  only  an.  impotc^  an4  ine^d^ive  udU^ 
and  he  difcerns  plainly,  that  no  obe(|ienti 
works,  would  £dUow  it  if.  it  is.  no.  fuc}>  wil^ 
as^  be  accepts  for  thedeed ;  and  a&  foe  fadt 
penitents,  they  maVt  notexpe^  that  h^ 
>yill  abfolye,  but  utterly  co&demn  then^^ 

A«4^ 
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And  tilACi  ih*  chahg^  6f  toiftd  ahci  peni- 
tential pbfpbfes  of  dyinfe  perfons,  eveii 
wheii  tiiey  are  Upon  genuine  and  ladihg 
grounds,  (b  as  in  thfe  following  part^  of  a 
man's  life,  if  God  (hould  pleafe  to  fj^afe 
him,,  they  would  do  fbmething,— would 
yet  be  weak  and  infufficient,  and  fb  unable 
to  do  enough :  Here  is  flill  a  further  rea- 
fon,  of  the  ordinary  infufficiency  of  fuch 
repentance,  and  why  thofe  dying  men  will 
not  ordinarily  be  faved  by  it,  but  perifh 
notwithftandinK  it. 

.To  conclude  tifeW  whole  matter:  We 
fee  that  it  is  pqffibie  (or  fuch  repentance  to 
fave  a  man,  as  has  not  yet  produced  a  new 
^radice;  and  for  dying  penitents  to  be  ac- 
cepted upon  a  change  of  mind,  without  a 
like  change  of  life  and  adions.  This,  I 
fay,  \%polfibk%  it  fometimes  is,  andfome- 
times  has  been  done.  But  this  indeed  is 
very,  raa-e  9cA  feldom  j  fo  that  no  man  in 
his  fober  wits,  who  has  time  before  him, 
will  dare  to  truft  to  it. 

And  the  fum  of  all  is  this :  That  to  men 

who  ape  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  brought  into 

K  4  that 
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that  coinditiony  it  has  juft  fo  much  hopc» 
as  may.  excite  a  good  endeavour;  but  to 
men  who  are  yet  out  of  it|  it  is  altogether 
io  defperate,  as  utterly  to  difcourage  all 
^clay. 
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S    E  R  MO  N    VIII. 

Happineis  confifteth  not  in  Abundance* 
[  from  Do£iQr  South's  Fourth  Volume  J 

LUKE  xU.  latter  Part  of  ver.  15;  t 

^^ji  maris  life  confiftetb  not  in  the  abundance 
of  tbi  things  which  be  pofeffeth. 

THESE  words  are  an  anf  wer.  of  our 
Saviour^  to  an  argument  formed  in 
the  minds  of  mod  men,  in  the  be« 
half  of  covetoufnefs;  which  grounding  itfelf; 
upon  that  univerfal  principle,  that  all  men 
deiire  to  make  their  life  in  this  world  as 
happy  as  they  can,  proceed  to  the  miaiii 
concluiion  by  thefe  two  ftepss  to  wit, 
thitt  riches  are  the  dire<^  and  proper  means 
to  acquire  this  happineis,  and  covetouf- 
nefs the  proper  way  to  get  and  obtain 
richest 

The 
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The  ground  of  which  arguments,  name* 
ly,  that  every  man  niay  defign  to  himfelf 
as  much  hgppinefs  in  this  life,  as  by  all 
lawfal  means^}ip  carijpomjinifst  ^r  Sffriouf 
allows,  and  contradicts  hot  in  the  leaft  \  as 
being  indeed  the  firft,  and  moft  native  re* 
fult  of  thc&'printiplisy  whkti  livery  man 
brings  into  the  world  with  him.  But  as 
for  the  two  e«in^titfnces  drawn  from 
thence ;  ithe  firft  of  them^  —  that  riches 
are  tbec^reaancl  projief  means  ftr  squire 
bappinefii,  oor  Sayiodt  denies^  as  abfelikc^ 
ly  falfe  \  and  the  feednd,  -^  that  <k)«9touf- 
nefs  is  the  proper  way  to  obtain  richeSj^ 
he  doth  by  no  meafnsr  aHowfbr  ceftailly' 
true,  Aougfihecfofli'itdtfethiftrftlf  h«rc 
dire^  to  di^fwe  ft,  but  onfy  ittfifts  up- 
on the  Mcihoed^  of  the  fortaier  confer- 
qnracer  in*  ordev  to  demonflfratte  the*  hl« 
afettliby  of  ricbed  for  tfce  attaihmttlif  bf  trttcf 
hap)^6ft^,  arid  thereby  to  m^c^gwo^'Acf 
ntfiK  pdint  infflled  on,  tfia*  tMris  t^cbft^ 
Jifffi0f^'  mt  intBe  abundance  of  fUe' t$ifi'gs 

'  Wftere  by  Itfs^  J  foppofe,  cfiere^  cdn  btf 
no  need  of  proving,  that  our  Savioui'  doifj 
not  here  qiean  tiff  barely  and  ftridlly  fo 

taken, 
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taken,  and  ao  more;  which  is  but  a  pow 
thing  (God  knows)  1  but  by^,  accord*- 
iag^  to^  aa  itfaal  wgy  of  expf cffioo,  he  w^ 

derilanda  the  i^j^^/«^  of  U^e,  in  the  very 
/kme  fenfe  wherein  &.  Paul  takes  this  word 
in  I  "Ibeff^  ii.  8.  iST^w  (fays  he)  v^  Ihe^  jf 
w  Ji0nd  faft  in  the  Lord:  i.  e.  we  live 
with  comfort,  and  a  fatisfadtoiy  enjoyment 
of  ourfelyes. 

Now  that  riches,:  wealth,  and  abun- 
dance^ are  not,  a$  men  are  apt  to  perlbade 
themibhes^  fuch  fure  unfailing  cauies  of 
that  feHcity,  which  the  grand  defircs  of 
tl;ieir  aature  fo  eagerly  prefe  after,  will 
^ppejir  from  th^sfe  following  confiderations. 

Fi^i^T,.  Tiiat  no  mflm,  generally  ^'^ak* 
ing>  acquires  or  take^  pofieflion  of  the 
riches  of  this.  worl(^  but  with  ^eat  i9il 
and  labour r  and  that  very  frequently' e?ea* 
to  the^  utfnoft  fatigue^  The  firijb  and  kadw. 
in^  pucie^  which  God  pronounoed  upon* 
i3Kinl^n4  iui  Adam,  was^  diat  in  this  fweat 
of  his  face  he  (hould  eat  bread.  Andi  i£ 
it  be  acurfia  foo  aim^  to  be  forcedi  tatoil 
for  hisibfead,.  u.e.,  for  the^  mofb  neoefTa^ 
fiippprt  o£  life:;  bow  ^th^he  heighieii^ 

ap4 
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aod  multiply  the  curfe  upon  himielf,  who 
toil3  for  fuperfluiiti^f  ^nd  fpends  his  time 
and;ftrength  ia  hoarding  up  that,  whdch 
he  ha$  no  real  need  Of;  and  which,  it  is 
ten  to  one,  but  he  way  never  have  any 
occafipn  /or*  For  fb  is  alLthat  wealtjbj 
^hich  ^;cceeds  fuch  a  competence,  as  an* 
fw^ers  the  prefent  occafions  and  wants  of 
nature.  And  when  God  comes  to  account 
with  us,  let  our  owii  mcafures  be  what 
they  will,  he  will  confider  no  more* 

.  :^p\Y  certain  it  is,  that  the  general  ftated 
way  of  gathering  riches,  muft  be  by  la- 
bour, and  travail  5  by  iferving  other  men's 
nee4s>.  and  profecuting  their  bufinefs,  and 
thereby  doing  our  own.  For  there  is  a 
geriecal  iritercourfe  of  thefe  two ;  which 
circalates,.and  goes  about  the  world,  and 
governs  all  the  affa^irfi  of  it  s  one  man's  la-  . 
hour  being  the  ftated  price  of  another 
man's  money ;  that  is  to  fay,  let  my  ndgh- 
bouc  help  me  with  his  art,  /kill,  or 
ftrength,  and  I  will  help  him  in  propor<* 
tion  with  what  I  poffefs. 

And  this  is  the  original  caufe  and  rea-    , 
fcHi,  why  riches  come  not  without  toil  and 
labour;  this,  I  fay,  is  the ^r/g/W  caufcj, 

;.    .        4  — fopi 
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—for,  it  is  cectalini  the  world  being  once 
fettledf  edates  come  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
many  by  inheritance ;  and  fuch  need  no«« 
thing  elfe  to  render  them  wealthy,  but 
only  to  be  born  into  the  world.  Some- 
times alfb,  riches  fall  into  men'^s  hands  by 
favour  or  fortune ;  but  this  is  but  feldom, 
and  thefe  make  but  a  fmall  number  xtk 
comparifon  of  thofc,  who  get  what  they 
have  by  dint  of  labour,  and  fevere  travail. 
And  therefore,  (as  I  faid  at  firft),  this  is  not 
the  common  ftated  way,  which  providence 
allows  n>en  to  grow  rich  by. 

But  now>  can  any  man  reconcile  tem- 
poral hrappineis  to  perpetual  toil  ?  or  can 
he  enjoy  any  thing  truly,  who  never  en- 
joys his  eafe?  I  mean,  that  lawful  eafe^ 
which  God  allows,  and  nature  calls  for, 
upon  the  viciflitudes  of  reft  and  labour^ 
But  he  who  will  be  vaftly  rich,  muft  bid 
adieu  to  bis  reft,  and  refolve  to  be  a  flave, 
and  a  drudge  all  his  days.  And  at  laft^ 
when  his  time  is  fpent  in  heaping,  up,  and 
the  heap  is  grown  big,  and  calls  upon  the 
man  to  enjoy  it,  his  years  of  enjoyment 
are  paft,  and  he  muft  quit  the  world,  and 
die  like  a  fool,  only  to  leave  his  fon,  or  his 

heir. 
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Jbeir,  a  ridi  tnan.  -^  And  what  happtheli 
there  can  be  ia  this^  itisnoc  eafytdas'' 
coodtfbr. 

A  SECOND  reafbn,  why  a  man's  happinefs 
doth  not  con^  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  pofTefleth,  is  thisi  be^- 
caufe  men  are  ufually  forced  to  encounter^ 
andpafs  through  very  great  dangers,  h^Soic 
they  can  attain  to  any  confiderable  degree  of 
weahh.  And  no  man  furely,  can'  ra^ 
tionally  acooaftt  himfelf  happy  ia  the 
midft  of  dang6r«  For  while  he  walks 
upon  the  very  edge  and  brink  of  ruiri^  it 
is^but  an  equd  cafty  whether  he  fbilVfuc-^ 
ceed  or  fink,  live  or  die»  in  the  attempt 
he  makes* 

He  who  (fc»*  ittft^ce)  dc£^»  tcT  raife 
his  foftunas  by  meidumrddfe^  (aS'  a  gtetrt 
part  of  the  world  does)^  mivflrhatredliiis 
hopes  floatlngttponi  thd^wavds^andhitiirk^M 
(the  whole  fuf^^ort  of  hicP  hetftr)  emiAl:^ 
at  the  mercy  of  thin^  which  l^w  no 
mereyi  the  feas  aodvthe  winds^  A  fmideti 
ftorra^  may  beggar  him;  and  who  can  fe-» 
cure  him  from  a  iiorm  in*  the  place  of 
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ft9P!iD$^?  9  %\ffi^  wlwce  .whole.  eflat»  em 
qtrerx  day  rw^|ow«4>  Uj^^  a«i  which  has 
thi^ehy  made  it  di^piito^^,  wbetbeo 
th#rp  are  more  mWiipos  of  gold  andfilv^er 
lodged  in  the  fe9«  oi  upon  the  dry^kndi 
Co  that  in  the  fame  degree  that  any  maik 
of  fenfe  defires  wealth,  he  iiDuft:  of  dc^ 
ceffityfear  its  lofs;  his  deiires  muft  ftlll 
im^aAM^  out;  his  fears;  aad  both  of  them, 
vriith  rej^rence  to  the  fame  objeda^  mufi: 
hear  proportion  to  one  another  ;  which^  ia 
the^Oiean  time,^  muft  needs  make  the  wast 
i^aUy  mHe^able^. by  being:  thus  held  in  a 
cojptipuajki^^raftioij  between  two  very  im- 
ea/y  .palji^jajjs..^  NcvertheJef§i;  Ifet  us  after 
s^lj,  ^u^pojfe  .tlgu^t  this  man,  of  traffick> 
havJios  paiT^the  be^  of  his  daya^ia  fears 
and' daggers,  cpoiea  at  kogth  io  fac  to  trL- 
umph  0¥!&r  bothi  as*  to  \nk%  oS  a  good* 
eilate  from^  the  mouth  of  the  devouring 
element,  and  jk)w  thinks  to  fit(  down,  and 
cheriibhis  old.  age  with  the  a^cqui&tbQS  of 
hi^  youngjsr  years.  Let  hisfi ^howevec  pot  - 
what  is  pa/h  and  what  is  pre&nt,  into  the 
fame. balance,  and  judge  imparlidly^  whc^ 
ther  the  prcfent  enjoyment,    which   he 
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reaps  from  the  quiet  and  plenty  of  fhi^ 
poor  remaioderof  his  age  (if  he  reaps  any)^ 
can  equal  thofe  perpetual  fears  and  agonies^ 
which  cut  him  ofF  from  all  pleafure  in  his 
proper  days  of  pleafure^  before  old  age 
came  Upon  him,  which  baniihds  all  per« 
ception  of  pleafure*    But, 

'  TitiRDLY ;  Men  are  frequently  forfced  to 
make  their  way  to  great  pofleflions,  by  the 
Gommiffion  of  great  y&/;  and  therefore 
the  happincfs  of  life  cannot  poffibly  con- 
fiil  in  them^  It  has  been  a  faying,  and 
a  remarkable  one  it  is^  That  there  is  no 
man  very  rich,  but  is  either  an  unjuft  per* 
fon  himfelf,  or  the  heir  of  one  or  ©thef 
who  was  fo.  Indeed  one  would  hope^ 
that  this  fentence  is  not  true  tiniverfally. 
For  I  queftion  not,  but  through  the  good 
providence  of  God,  fomeare  as  innocent-^ 
ly,  and  with  as  good  confcience  rich,  atf 
others  can  be  poor.  But  the  general  bafe- 
hrfs  and  corruption  of  men's  pradlices^ 
bath  verified  this  harfli  faying  of  too  many* 
And  it  is  every  day  fcen,  how  many  make 

ihip- 
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Ihipwrcck  of  a  good  confcicnce,  to  obtain 
the  riches  of  this  world. 

It  is  true»  the  full  recompence  of  a 
man*s  unjuft  dealing,  never  reaches  him 
in  this  life.  But  if  he  has  not  finned  away 
all  the  fenfe,  tendernefs,  and  apprehenfion 
of  his  confcience,  the  grudges  and  regrets 
of  it  will  ftill  make  him  uneafy,  and  give 
a  fad  allay  to  all  his  comforts.  Nor  (hall 
his  heart  ever  find  any  entire,  clear,  un* 
mixed  content,  in  the  wealth  he  has  got, 
when  he  (hall  refledt  upon  the  manner  of 
his  getting  it. 

-  One  man,  perhaps,  has  been  an  op- 
preffor,  and  an  extortioner,  and  waded  to 
all  his  wealth  through  the  tears  of  widows 
and  oi-phans.  Another,  with  blood  and 
perjury,  falfehood  and  lying,  has  borne 
•down  all  before  him,  and  now  lords  it  in 
the  midft  of  a  great  eftate.  And  the  like 
may  be  faid  of  others,  who,  by  other 
kinds  of  bafcnefs,  have  done  the  fanie. 

Bat  nOw  can  any  of  thefe  thriving  mif- 
creants  be  efteemed,  or  called  happy,  in 
fuch  a  condition  ?  Is  their  mind  clear, 

-  their  confcience  calm  and  quiet,  and  their 
:     Vol.  IV,  L  thoughts 
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^opgh^^  geocraliy  uii^Uiktrbed  ?  For  the^ 
can  be  no  true  h^ppmjpfs,  m^h  they  itfe 
^;  foF^uch  9$  all  |i9f^n^6  mail  pafs 
^fv^u^  ^  mii>4»  ^ad  the  apprehenfion. 

•P^t  GrQ^  ^8  oot  loft  him&lf  &  vvadiDDt 
]ij(F^|^i^,  ^yen  IB  ^  bcarts  of  the  moft 
priadigaKe  ififtoerg;  as  to  fofier  ^eat  giint> 
94^  pifofo^ad  pe^6,  to  dARreU  together  ia 
^^ ifaj^^breuft*  Men  moft  oiot  ihink  to 
4^6>hQy>  ^n4  <thefi  to  ileep  fecucely  and  unr 
moleiled.  The  ftorm  wiU  quidKly  ari& 
itpon  th^fn#  and  the  tercible  femenEadbcaiicer 
within  will  begin  to  be  uneafy»  and  break 
ia  upQn  ^\x  falfe  T«pofe»  with  iecret  in- 
limatiooB  of  iipp^Ading  wralh. 

So  ih^t  if  the  tcscifvter,  at  any  tinaie,  be 
on  the  qnte  han4>  ^  io^Dce  a  maa  to  fin  ; 
confcienoe  will  not*  fail  to  be  on  the  other^ 
%p  remind  him  of  what  he  ha;  don?>  and 
what  he  is  to  expe6t  thereupoi^ 

This  has  been  the ;  cafe  of  the  mxx^ 
proQjerous  finners  in  the  world.  The& 
remorfes  and  forebodiijgs  have  ftqck  clofe 
tp  them,  in  the  midft  of  all  their  plenty^ 
power,  and  fplendor :  —  a  fufHcient  de- 
moiiftratipn  doubtkfs,  hpw  thin  aad  coun- 
J  twfeit 
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terfeit  aH  their  joys  are,  in  fpite  of  all  thi 
!9otrriihes  and  fine  fhews  that  they  make^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  fodifh  world,  which 
fees  and  gazes  npoh  their  gliftering  out- 
fide,  but  knows  not  the  difmal  flings^  and 
fecret  lafhes  which  they  feel  within. 

Another  reafon  why  hAppinefs  doth  not 
confift  in  abundance,  is,  becaufe  it  is  at-^ 
tended  V^ith  exceffive  immoderate  caress 
*rhe  very  management  of  a  great  eflate,  is 
a  greater  and  more  perplexing  trduble^ 
than  any  that  a  poor  man  can  be  fubjedE 
to.  Great  riches  bring  on  new  neceflitiesi 
necef&ties  added  to  thofe  of  naturei  but 
accounted  much  above  them  i  to  wit,  the 
neceflities  of  pomp,  grandeur^  and  a  fuit- 
able  port  in  the  world.  For  he  who  is 
vaftly  rich>  muft  live  like  one  who  is  fo  ^ 
and  whofoever  does  that^  makes  his  houfe 
{as  k  were)  a  great  inn ;  where  the  noife^ 
the  trouble,  and  the  charge,  is  fure  to  be 
ius^  and  the  enjoyment  to  be  that  of 
others; 

It  is  indeed  impoffible  that  riches  fhould 

Incrcafo^  and  that  care^  with  many  evil 

L  2  accidents 
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accidents  befides^  fliould  not  increafc  witli 
them*  This  is  the  dark  fhadow,  which 
ftill  follows  thofe  ihining  bodies.  And 
care  is  certainly  one  of  the  greateft  mi- 
feries  of  the  mind ;  the  toiU  and  very 
day-labour  of  the  foul.  And  what  feli- 
city, what  enjoyment  can  there  be  in  in- 
f  eflant  labour  ? 

Another  r«afon  of  this,  is,  becaufe 
the  pofleflion  of  riches  is  attended  with  an 
infat table  dejire  of  getting  more.  Re  who 
loves  money  Jhall  not  be  fatisfied  with  it 
(fays  Solomon) :  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
iio  hard  matter  to  affign  more  inftances,  of 
fuch  as  riches  have  made  covetous,  than  of 
fuch  as  cpvetoufnefs  hath  made  rich. 

Upon  which  account,  a  man  can  never 
truly  enjoy  what  he  actually  has,  through 
the  eager  purfbit  of  wJiat  he  has  not ;  his 
heart  is  ftill  running  out  after  more,  and 
fo  never  thinks  of  ufing  what  he  hath  al- 
ready acquired. 

An4  niuft  it  not  now  be  one  of  the 
greateft  mifcries,  for  a  man  to  have  a  per- 
petual defire,  and  to  have  his  appetif^ 
grow  fiercer  and  iharper,  amidft  the  very 

objeds 
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objects  and  opportunities  of  fatisfa&ion  ? 
Yet  fo  it  is  ufually  with  men  vaftly  rich. 
They  have,  and  they  covet;  riches  flow 
in  upon  them,  and  yet  riches  are  the  only 
things  they  are  ftill  looking  after.  Their 
dcfires  are  anfweired,  and  \yhile  they  are 
anfwered  they  are  inlarged.  And  this  is 
thedireftand  natural  refult  of  increafing 
wealth*  Riches  are  ftill  made  the  reafon 
of  riches  j  and  men  get  only,  that  they 
may  lay  up  s  and  lay  up  only,  that  they 
may  keep. 

Upon  which  principle,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  covetous  perfon  is  always  thinking 
himfelf  in  want,  and  confequently  as  far 
from  any  true  relifti  of  happinefs,  as  he 
muft  needs  be,  who.  apprehends  himfelf 
under  that  condition,  which  of  all  things 
in  the  world  he  moft  abhors. 

Another  argument  to  prove  that  man's 
life  confifteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  pofTefleth,  (hall  be  taken 
from  the  utter  inability  of  the  greateft 
earthly  riches,  to  remove  thofe  things 
which  chiefly  render  men  miferable :  and 
efpecially,  as  to  what  affe<fts  a  man's  fpiri- 
1$  J  tual 
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$ual  partj  the  mind.  Soppofe  that  to  bo 
grieved,  and  Ubouring  under  the  vos>% 
prefling  and  unruppbrtable  of  all  g^icsfij 
trouble  of  cc^ience:  And  what  can  i^qsi 
power,  or  honour  contribute  to  ita  rcT 
inoval  ?  Can  they  pluck  out  any  of  thp^ 
poifoned  arrows,  which  the  apprehen^A 
of  God's  wrath  faft^ns  in  the  fcml  ?  Can 
they  heal  the  wounds,  and  affuc^e  the  an? 
gui(h  of  a  confcience  grg^q^ng,  and  ev9n 
gafping  under  the  terroiis  of  the  Alm^h^ 

ty? 

Nay«  let  the  grief  arife  but  from  a  tem- 
poral cauie,  as  fuppoie  the  death  and  \f4^ 
of  a  dear  friend,  the  diiiiinution  of  a 
roan's  honour,  or  the  like;  and  what  mi^ 
ferable  comforters  in  aa^r  of  ^efe  caiea 
are  the;  heavieft  bag^  and  the  ful^ft  co^f  • 
fers?  The  pleafore  ariiingffom*^  0Sh«r 
temporal  enpyments,  cannot  equal  the 
Anart)  which  the  mind  endures  fr90».  the 
\o&  of  any  one  of  them. 

And  what  poor  contributors,  iwift  tfeftft 
earthly  enjoyments  needs  be,  tQ  at  mWi's 
real  happinefs ;  when  %  hundred  plfafufM 
(h^i  pot  be  able  (o  pQ)iinta:bflla)n€»  ow 
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fofrow :  btrt  Afa*  orie  croft  accident  fli^ff 
liribitfcr  aU  ftis^  eomfeirfs ;  and  th*  raind? 
fiiatt  as  rcklly  droop*  and^  kngmfb,  wftilft  a 
man  is  farrbuHded  witft  vaft  treiafarc^,  a& 
if  he  had  not  where  to  ky  his^head  ?  For 
m  fuch  a  cafe,  aH-  the  delight  he  dbtSr,  ot 
dan  reap  froni  his  other  comforts^  ferves" 
bnly  to  quicker  and  iricfeafe  the  iifrtfe  of 
that  calamity,  which  hath  a(5tualljr  takdri 
polte^on  of  him. 

And'  in  the  next  place,  Tet  us  cohfider 
tlie  mifefies^  which  affe<5l  the  bodyi  and* 
we  f^all  ^d  that  the  greateft  pleafurea 
arifihg  firdrh  any  degree  of  wcaltbor  plen- 
ty whatfocvfer,  are  utterly  inerfedhial  ia 
fhiff  cafe  alfo.  What  would  a  man  give,* 
f6  purchafe  a  rereafe,  nay  hut  a  imall  re- 
fpite,  fropi  the  extreme  pains  of  the  gouC 
6r  ftone  i  and  yet  if  he  had  all  tTie  wealth' 
in  the  world,  it  could  not  redeem,  or 
eVeii  reprieve  him  from  his  mifery?  No 
toari  feels  the  paAgs  or  tortufes  of  his. 
prefent  diftcmper  (be  it  what  it  will)  at 
all  the  lefs  for  his  being  rich.  When 
God  fhall  think  fit,  to  caft  a  man  uponr 
his  bed[  of  pain  or  ficknefs ;  let  him  fum*- 
moq  about;  hun  his  thoufancls,  and  his 
L4  ten 
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ten  thoufandsy  his  lands  and  his  rich  ma« 
nors,  and  fee  whether  he  can  bribe,  or 
buy  oiF,  or  fo  much  as  componnd  with 
his  diftemper,  but,  for  one  night's  reft* 
No;  the  fick-bed  is  fo  Hkc  the  grave, 
which  it  leads  to,  that  it  ufeth  rich  and 
poor,  prince  and  peafant  all  alike.  Pain, 
has  no  refpedt  of  perfons,  but  ftrikcs  all 
with  an  equal,  and  an  impartial  ilroke. 

All  which,  I  think,  is  a  fufRcient  de- 
monftration,  that  plenty  and  enjoyment 
are  not  the  fame  thing.  They  are  the  in- 
ward ftrength  and  fufficiency  of  a  man's 
faculties,  which  muft  render  him  a  fub- 
jed  capable  of  tafting  or  enjoying  the  good 
things  which  providence  bellows  upon 
him.  But  as  it  is  God  only  who  create?, 
fo  it  is  he  alone  who  muft  fupport  and 
preferve  thefe;  and  when  he  withdraws 
his  hand,  and  lets  nature  fink  into  its  ori- 
ginal weaknefs  and  infufficiency,  all  a 
man's  delights  fail  him,  all  his  enjoyments 
vanifh. 

My  last  argument  to  prove,  that  man's 

happinefs  confifteth    not    in  any  earthly 

abundance,  ftiall  be  taken  ifrom  this  con- 

^  4  fideration  j 
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fidersltionj  that  the  greateft  '  happincfs, 
which  this  life  is  capstble  of,  may  he,  and 
adtually  has  been  et^'oyed  without  tbis 
abundances  and  confcquently,  cannot  de« 
pend  upon  it. 

Now  tbatf   undoubtedly,    is  the  chief 
happinefs  of  life,    for  the  attainment  of 
which,   all  other  things  are  deiigned  but 
as  the  means,  and  fubfervient  inftruments. 
And  what  elfe  can  this  be,  but  the  con- 
tent, quiet,  and  inward  fatisfadtioa  of  a 
man's  mind  ?  For  why,  or  for  what  other 
imaginable  reafon,  are  riches,  power,  and 
honour  fo  much  valued  by  men,  but  becaufe 
they  promife  thcmfelves  that  content  and 
fatisfaiSion  of  mind  from  them,    which 
they  fully  believe  cannot  other  wife  be  had? 
This,  no  doubt,  is  the  inward  reafoning 
of  men's  minds  m  the  prefent  cafe.    But 
the  experience  of  thoufands  (againft  which 
all  arguments  fignify  nothing)  doth  clearly 
prove  the  contrary  5  as  appears  from  all 
the  hiftories  of  the  philofophers  of  old, 
and  efpecially  of  the  apoftles  of  Chrift, 
and  the  martyrs  of  the  primitive  chtirch. 

In  (hort;  content  is  the  gift  of  heaven;. 
Mid  not  the  certain  effc<ft  of  any  thing  up- 

oa 
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CO  earth :  and  it  is  as  eafy  for  providence 
to  convey  it  without  wealthy  as  with  it ; 
it  being  the  undeniaHe  prerogative  of  the 
firft  caufe»  that  whatibever  it  do^  by  the 
mediation  of  fecond  caufes^  it  can  do  vctt^ 
moiiately  by  itfelf  vrithoot  them.  The 
beavens^  can»  and  do  every  day  derive  wa*^ 
ter  and  refrefhment  upon  the  earthy  with^ 
out  either  pipes  or  other  artificial  con-^ 
veyance$;  though  the  weakness  of  humaa 
indufky  is  forced  to  fty  to  theie  litt!e  af' 
^ftances^  to  compafs  the  fame  effeds; 

Happinefs  and  comfort  ftream  imme-^ 
dKatdy  from  God  bimfelf^  as  light  iflues 
from  the  fiia;  and  ibmetimes  looks^  and 
darts  itfelf  into  tlK  meaneft  corners^  whild 
it  forbears  to  vifit  the  moft  fpaciou8>  apart-' 
inents« 

Every  man  is  happy  or  m'Wferabley  a^ 
the  temper  of  his  mind  places  hiti)^  ekhe^ 
as  he  is  or  is  not  onder  the  influences  of 
the  divine  nature  ^  which  inlighten  aild 
inliven  the  mind  which  is  difpofed  there^ 
unto,  with  fccrct  and  unutterable  joys> 
and  fiich  as  the  vicious,  ox,  unprepare4 
fnind,  i?  wholly  uaacquainted  with. 

Thus 
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Thus  St.  Paul  fays.  We  have  notlnngp 
and  yet  we  poje/s  all  things.  And  can  a 
greater  happinefs  be  imaginedj^  than  that 
which  gives  a  man  here  all  things  in  po(^ 
feflion,  together  with  a  glorious  eternity  in 
reyerfion  ?-=-In  a  word.  It  is  not  what  a 
man  has,*  but  what  he  is,  which  muft 
make  him  happy. 

Therefore  let  us,  upon  all  occafions» 
endeavour  to  fuit  our  minds  to  our  ccmdi-* 
tion;  and  then,  in  whatfoever  ilate  we  ar^ 
we  fhall  be  fatisfied  and  contented;^  and 
confequently  (hall  arrive  to  as  great  a  de«« 
gree  of  happinefs,  as  the  imperfe^ion  c^ 
(his  mor(al  {lat<:  will  adniit  of. 
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S    E    R    M    O    N     IX. 

Obedience  enforced  by  the  Go^L 

{From  Mr.  Kettle wellJ 

M  AT  TH.  i.  part  of  verfe  21. 

-— 7i65«  Jhalt  call  bis  name  Jefus ;  for  he 
Jhall  fave  bis  people  from  tbeirfns. 

SINGE  all  men,  who  make  any  pre- 
tence to  fobriety  and  religKHi,  pro* 
fcfs  themfelves  moft^rneftly  defirous 
of  falvatidn ;  and  the  great  errand  of  oiu: 
bleffed  Lord  into  the  world  was  to  pur- 
chafe  it,  and  make  a  tender  of  it  to  them : 
it  may  well  feem  flrange  to  us,  as  once  it 
did  to  the  apoftles,  that  yet  for  all  this,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  there  ^re  but  few  in  com-^ 
parifon  who  (hall  be  favcd. 

For  a  great  number  of  theChriftian  world, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  are  impenitently  wicked; 
they  live  all  their  days  in  a  courfe  of  fin, 
and  die  without  amendments   and  fuch 

men. 
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fffijo^  the  iccifitace  afTuces  us»  in  the  Ja^ 
judgement  will  not  be  forgiven.  55  fhat^ 
notwithftanding  all  our  talk  about  falva-^ 
^iopf  many  peri>as  haK^  but  Vtry  tjMit,  (it 
no  (hare  in  it :  It  is  but  feldom  founds 
though  It  he  often  tatt»d  x^i  aodihany 
are  as  far  from  it^  as  if  the  gofpe;!  had  ne- 
ver come  abroad  to  bring  them  to  it. 

No00r  :oaaa  chief  soafQii^  why  fe  tnany 
j»e(f6ins  do  at  1^  n>ifs  of  falvation>  aftet 
they  haye  |ult  forth  fuch  eager  defires^  and 
ipent  fuch  zealous  pains  upon  it|  i$>  be-" 
tWe  diey  fiiMake  in  mtu^  and  aittfa^ 
ilatid  not  tiuty  whamin  it  ^Mh  ^otR^^ 
They  tatfce  it  «d  ^  ^^etfaiftg  €tfc&  fban 
what  it  i^,  and  h  tktt  apt  ofaaily  te  hai» 
i««tl  d*  it,  and  «(>  tbkik  they  hiM^  ati;ai»ed 
to«  $  when^  dlwi  4l>ey  are  as  yet  in  a  loft 
Aaete^  and  at  a  very  great  {Usdaneefranrit; 
l^or  altheugh  that  f<dv0iCion  wifieh  Cbrift 
t}»w4y  ptit^afi«d^  and  which  4*le  g<ss(|)el 
comes  to  promwe  in  us^  be  a  falvaidoa 
Jrow  JUm  yet  that  which  men  afaaMy 
dpttk  x>U  and  exjHBa  by  Mte,  is  nfilhing 

fhcy 
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They  think  to  be  pardo^e^  wuhout  obe- 
dience; and  to  be  faved  from  puniAoEien^ 
whUft  tbey  pcrfevere  in  the  prance  of 
tbeir  fins. 

For  if  we  coavs  to  the  moft  proifligsue 
finner^  although  it  be  upon  his  death-«bed» 
when  he  is  going  oat  of  the  world  witii 
all  his  iansi  and  unnwrtified  afiedionB 
about  him ;  yet  ev^i  he^  who  is  thus  loft 
^  iiQ,  wiM  iliU  talk  of  ius  Saviour  Chriil^ 
an4  hopes  to  be  fa^  by  hina  notwith- 
£:anding. 

To  prevent  or  redmis  fuch  dangerous 
nxidake^  ki  a  m^tto:  of  So  high  moment  ^ 
I  intend^  in  difoouriingtupon  thefe  words; 
to  reprefent  to  y^u,  what  that  fahattm  is^ 
which  Cbrift  hath  pur  chafed  for  us. 

To  fave^  is  to  deliver  from  evil  and 
danger;  and  may  be  extended  to  as  many 
evilst  as  men  may  be  delivered  from.  Thtns 
every  where  in  David's  Pialms,  die  deli^- 
vecaoce  of  the  righteous  out  of  afflictions 
and  troubles^  is  c^^Ued  his  falvatim.  Aiid 
Gideon  is  ii^id  to  have  faved  IfraeU  when 
he  reicued  them  out  of  the  hand«  of  the 
Midianites. 

Now 
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Now  as  for  thofe  evils,  which  Chrift 
came  to  fave  us  from,  in  our  deliverance 
from  which  confifteth  our  Cbriftian  falva- 
tion ;  they  are  not  the  temporal  evils  and 
afflidions  of  this  life.  His  kingdom  was 
not  of  this  world ;  nor  is  his  protedion  al- 
ways from  the  evils  of  it.  He  himfelf  was 
a  man  of  forrows,  and  his  followers  mufl 
expert  to  be  like  him,  and  to  live  under 
perfecutions. — But  they  are  our  ^//i;  and 
•confequent  upon  them,  thofe  eternal pw^ 
nijhments  which  are  due  unto  us  for  them. 
-Upon  thefe  accounts  it  is,  that  he  is 
•Cbrifi  the  Saviour ;  He  Jhallbe  called  Je-- 
fuSf  or  a  Saviour,  faith  the  angel  in  my 
.text,  hecaufe  be  Jhall  fave  his  people  from 
tbeirfns. 

'    As  for    the  deliverance    from    eternal 

death  and  hell  torments,  whiph  are  the 

.punijhment  that  is  due  unto  our  fins;  this 

-Chriil:  hath  undoubtedly  pur  chafed  for  all 

thofe  that  are  his.    There  remains  no  con-- 

demnation,  idixh  the  apoftle,  to  them  that 

.  are  in  Cbriji  Jefus ;  but  they  are  pajfed 

over  from  death  unto  life.      God    who 

ihould  in  anger  exadt  thofe  punifhments, 

is 
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i*  teconcitei  to  tbem  by  the  death  of  hii 
Sorti  fo  that  how  they  are  no  longed 
itodtir  fai^  fdveiity  ae^  an  oiFended  Ijjrdt  but 
tail  Io6k  bpott  hini  as  theif  pattoh  and 

pastor. 

And  this  deliverance,  fraiH  ^h^  woroi 
of  confcidrice  and  pangs  of  &m\,  {tditi  th6 
(Jternal  psliils  of  hell  atid  the  hot'rors  of 
iitkat%  we:  are  getiG):ii\ij  ipi  td  thiAk  td 
be  a  deliverance  indeed,  and  fuch  as'  wd 
ist^e  df  greatt  hetdof;  fof  ^o  18  vi'ifting 
fo  live  With  everfaftin'^  feif^nin^  f  fhtiS 
U  hd  itl'ati  Whd  ththk^  up6n  hell,  but  h6 
eSrrteffly  defire^  to  h6  fccuYed  frbni  itj  ah4 
thdi-ef6rcf  there  are'fiftW  6r  nond,  who  will 
hot  ihik6  ftitht  jJi'bftflfon,  drid  perforin 
(othe  otftWard  aUd  6afy  a<afs  of  religion, 
<hat  thereby  they  niay  qiiiet'  their  own 
cotifciencesf,  with  fomc  coiifidehce,  al- 
thdugh  rieVef  fd  gfduiidJdfs-,  of  then'  {Bare 
ih  ites  falvatidn. 

Btrt!  then,  asfor thofeo^hdre^ilVwhici^ 

Chrift'ckriitftd  fafe  us  from,  riatndly,  oUf* 

J^Yi  vMvt  arc  not;  ul\iaily  (b  fully  pfirfuaderf 

df  thlrfi'  Jrfnefs,  nor  think  th(ay  havS  any 

great  need  to  be'  faved  fr6tii  themV    For' 

Vol.  IV.  M  their 
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their  fins  they  dearly  love,  and  take  dc«* 
light  in.  And  therefore  they  do  not  look 
upon  it  as  a  falvation,  but  as  a  fjpoil,  to 
have  them  taken  from  them.  And  yet  it 
is  moft  certain,  that  this  was  the  great 
falvatioa  which  Chrill  defigned  us,  and 
which  he  became  man  to  procure  for  us ; 
He  Jhall  be  called  Jefus^  faith  the  angel, 
becaufe  be  Jhall  fave  bis  people  from  tbeir 
Jns. 

Our  greateft  evils  are  our  fins;  and 
Chrift's  faving,  is  his  reforming,  and  re- 
ducing the  hearts  of  the  finful  and  dif- 
obedient  to  the  obedience  of  the  juft. 
He  faves,  wllien  he  makes  the  bold  and 
iiardened  (inner  to  tremble,  and  the  proud 
man  tiumbJe;  when  he  poflefleth  the 
hearts  of  the  peevi£b  and  contentious,  of 
the  envious  and  revengeful,— with  meek- 
n^fs  and  patience,  charity  and  peace.  He 
delivers  the  covetous  man,  from  bis  unfa^ 
liable  love  of  riches ;  the  carnal  mind, 
from  its  intemperate  defireof  ienfual  plea* 
furesi  In  ihort,  he  faves  us  from  our 
own  felf-will ;  and  makes  us  to  become 
entirely  refigned  B)  the  will  of  God. 

This 
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This  reformation  of  our  hearts  and  lives. 
By  refcliing  us  frotti  all  finful  defires  and 
wicked  pradlices,  was  the  great  deliver- 
ahce  which  Chrift  wa^  fent  to  effeft  for 
usi  as  might  be  evidehced,~from  the 
blefling  proinifed  to  Abraham,  which  did 
principally  intend  it  ;*— from  the  predidions 
df  prophets  concerning  the  Mefliah,  vvhich 
clearly  foretold  it; — from  thie  covenant 
promifed  to  be  made  with  the  houfe  of 
f frael  in  thofe  days,  which  doth  in  plain 
tfcrmi^  ^xprefs  it ;— from  th^  declarations 
df  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  who  every, 
where  proclaim,  that  the  end  of  his  com- 
ing was,  to  call  finriers  to  repentance ;  to 
tbtn  men  from  darknefs  to  light ;  to  re- 
deem us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto 
himfelf  &  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
yrorks;  and  that  his  gofpel  appeareth 
bringing  falvation,  in  teaching  us,  that  de- 
nying all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  we 
(hould  live  foberly,  godly,  and  righteoufly, 
in  thisprefent  v«^orld,— All  thefe  are  fo 
many  direA  arguments,  and  clear  proofs, 
of  Chrift's  defign  to  fave  men,  by  making 
them  better  i  and  that  his  deliverance  was 
M  2  to 
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to  confift  chiefly  in  tbeif  r^focoiatioD,  ^i 
ip  refcuing  t^^m  from  the  bonjiaige  of  tJjQir 
fins. 

9at  in.  rcgwd  tjbe  gofpel.  of  Qhrift  is  the 
great  nie^ns  of  working  thi^  deliverance^ 
^nd  is  (as  St.  Paul  calls  it)  the  power  (^ 
God- unto  falvqtion*,  I  fljall,  ra^th^r  chufe  at 
prefent  to  iniift  more  particularly  upoxx 
fuch  parts  of  it,  as  are  peculiarly  fittpd,  for 
this  defi^n ;  which  will  be  the  bpft  way  of 
clearing,  up  this  dodtrine. — And  tl^oft  aroj 
chiefly  three  •,  the  pri^cepth  th?  promifa^ 
and  the  tjbreatenings,  wh^ch  are  (decided 
to  us  therein. 

And  first,,  I  (hall  confider  liiQ  precepts . 
of  the  gofpel. — ^And  that  the  great  falva.^ 
tion  which  tbefe  are  defigncd  to  promote 
among  us,  is  this  deliverance  from  our  fips» 
is  plain,  from  henjce ;  becaufe  they  do  mpAL 
fully,  and  indifpenfibly  ex,adt'it.  Never 
did  the  precepts  of  former  lau^ivcfs,  ex:^ 
tend  the  compafs  of  virtue  fo  vvide,  ^ndl: 
advance  it  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  the  laws  of 
ehrift  do.  They  require  a  more  fujl  obe- 
dience, and  a  nnlpre  perfeflr  reform^ion, 
than  before  that  Time,  the  world  had  ever 

heard 
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heard  of.  They  teach  virtue  in  the  higheft 
degrees^  and  require  obedience  in  all  ima- 
ginable inftances ;  reprefenting  plainly  the 
nature  of*  feveral  fins,  and  difcovering 
clearly  an  irregularity  and  finfulnefs  in  fe-v 
veral  adions^  which  the  Gentiles,  nay 
even  the  Jews  theriifelves,  never  dreamed 

As  to  the  GentiUs, — ^It  is  well  known* 
that  they  difcerrled  no  evil  in  worfhipping 
of  images,  and  inferior  deitieS,  in  idbla- 
trous  rites,  and  fuperftitious  obfervances* 
They  knew  no  fin,  in  hating  of  an  enemy^ 
in  curfing  and  reproaching  of  him,  in  re- 
turning  his  affronts,  and  revenging  his  in- 
juries. In  thefe  aiStions,  is  in  feveral 
others,  they  had  no  fenfe  of  fin,  nor  any 
fears  of  pfunifiiment.  Thefe  things^  as 
the  Pfalmift  fays.  Cod  afterwards  (hewed 
to  Jacob,  and  deelared  to  Ifrael;  but  as 
for  the  iieathen  nations,  they  have  not 
known  them,-; — 6ut  now,  as  for  the  fin- 
fuinefs  of  thefe  things,  and  the  dreadful 
fcntence  which  fhajl  he  deribunced  upon  all, 
who  Q6ntinue  in  thefe  practices,  the  law 
of  Chrift  is  exprefs  and  peremptory,  tit 
who  batetb  his  brother,  faith  St.  John,  is 
M  3   .  a  mur- 
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a  murderer;  and  he  who  is^ angry y^ixl^ 
his  brother  without  a  caufe,  faith  our  Sa- 
viour, cfpecially  if  he  fufFer  his  anger  to 
tranfport  him  into  reproachful  words,  and 
contumelious  exprcffions,  fhall  be  in  dan- 
ger of  hell-fire.— — Render  no  man  evil 
for  evil,  fays  our  religion  3  but  love  your 
enemies;  blefs  them  that  curfe  you;  do 
good  |p  them  that  hate  you;  and  pray 
for  them  that  defpitefully  ufe  you  -,  that 
fo  you  may  be  perfcft,  and  the  true  chil- 
dren of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven, 
who  is  kind  even  to  the  unthankful,  an^ 
to  the  evil. 

And  as  to  the  Jews, ^although  they 

had  a  more  perfeft  way  to  walk  by,  than 
the  Heathens  had ;  yet  even  their  obe^ 
dience  fell  much  ftiort  of  that  pitch  which 
Curs  muft  attain  to.  For  in  feyeral  things, 
the  law  itfelf  was  indulgent  to  them,  by 
reafon  of  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts. 
And  as  for  other  things,  whofe  finfulnefs  the 
law  did  really  difcover  to  them;  they  were 
ftill  kept  in  a  generd  ignorance  of  them, 
through  the  corrupt  glofles,  and  perverfe 
Interpretations  of  their  wife  men. Biit 

^     ■'       r^        ■    .  g  *      '  Wl 
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when  Chrift  came^  he  fupplied  all  thcfe 
defedfcs,  and  made  up  every  thing  which 
before  was  wanting.  I  am  not  come^  feys 
he,  to  deftroy  the  law  and  the  prophets^ 
put  to  fulfil  them.  He  fet  down  all  thofe 
things  which  Mofes  had  omitted^  and  re« 
ilored  all  thofe  laws  to  their  true  meaning, 
which  the  Pharifees  had  corrupted.  He 
drew  up  a  moft  compleat  body  of  all  man- 
ner of  virtues,  fuch  as  neither  the  Gentile, 
nor  the  Jewifli  world,  had  ever  fcen  be- 
fore; and  theie  he  enjoins  for  the  indif- 
penfible  duties  of  his  kingdom.  F^r,  fays 
he,  except  your  rigbteoufnefs  Jhall  exceed 
the  righteoufnefs  ofthefcribes  and  Phari^ 
fees^  ye  Jhall  in  no  cafe  enter  into  the  king^ 
4om  of  heaven. 

As  for  the  lai^vs  and  precepts  of  the  go- 
fpel  then,  it  is  plain,  that  the  ialvation 
which  they  are  fitted  to  efFedin  us,  is,  thf 
reformation  of  our  lives,  and  a  deliverance 
from  our  fins.  Their  end  is  plainly  to 
pblfge  us  to  the  higheft  virtue,  and  the 
liio^  exalted  pietyi  to  make  us  better 
pien^  and  more  perfedi:  livers^  than  ever 
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the  WPrl4  hM  fecfi  before.  Th^  rt^qotm 
the  Ji)pft  pompleat  ameodq^^ept  and  rcw 
foFmafl^o  pf  pur  lives,  and  th^fefofe  area> 
n^oft  pPwerfHl  t^ansine^e^^p^rfalo 
vatioo. 

I  piLOPEEp  pej^t,  tPPPPfi^cr  t^e|^r0«f7^4 
c^  the  8)i^1'«^Ad4  the  deliverance  which 
tbey  aim  ^1*  i^  thq  vpry  ftnie  rcfprn^tiqn 
of  Qur  Ijvcf,  vfhich  is  4cfist^d  by  aU  thofc 
peecBt^  which  thpy  aye  anqfXfd"  t«. 
They  are  ip^p  tp  ^J  fpr  fto  pthfiir  end,  bttl^ 
tp  qpicH^eii  our  obedienpe,  and  encpqrf^P 
IX.  Th<^  ^re  Hfed  as  meaas  to  excite;  Pitf 
cndeavptirf;^  and  tQ  ij^^^uf  dUig^enl  in  th^ 
purfuit  pjT  that  |-eipr(pation  and  aoc^end^ 
ment,  which  are  the  very  thing  thai  th^y 
are  made  tq  cb.  Foe  aU  the  pron^iies  of 
j»r4on  apd  happinef?  ifli  tj^e  gofpel,  rm? 
Hpqi\  copdi^PP.  pf  Ppr  lepe^t^c^.  ^cegf. 
^,  rf^nti  fays,  ppr  Sgvipv.r,  j^^aH,  a/lp^n 
rijh.  Ao<j  Yuhfip  he.  ft^^s  ou*.  Ws  appAiW* 
to  proclain;)^  r^fpifHpp  of  fir^  ap4  oM^ei;  h^ 
wfits  pmchaXed  by  his  4<^tb  \^  ajl  |h^. 
WPfW,.  h?.  ma^?.S  thift  t^  fgipf^s  whcrw^ 

3  ti^cy 
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ihcj  aie  to  be  tendered :  Preaeb  repentmce 
4nd  rmiffion  of  Jim,  fays  he,  in  my  namt, 
$9  nil  nations* 

Chdil:  oever  died  to  procure  tneo  a  li« 
berty  to  fio,  and  to  p^cha&  benefits  aQ4 
rewards  for  evil  doers.  His  great  defigo 
was  to  Jefiroy  iint  tod  to  dravr  men  on  tQ 
(tbedience  and  repentances  by  the  gradoui 
9fer$  Qf  pardon  and  acceptance. 

$0  thft  as  for  an  the  fromifif  of  the  gov 
(pel,  the  falvation  which  thisy  encourage,  is 
pMflly  this  delirerance  from  our  fiat}  ^at 
being  the  very  thing*  which  all  the  good 
^gs  of  the  goij^d  are  promlfed  to* 

Tj^ks,  as  to  thoie  tireatamigs  which 
ire  ci^ntaioed  in  the  gQfpel|-*-the  ialvatioo 
which  fiey  wn  at»  h  evideotly  this  de^ 
K^fKi^e  ^om  Qur  Ans,  which  are  thoie 
very  things  th«y  are  all  denowced  to.  Thf 
gofpel,  though  it  breathe  out  f  othing  hiit 
grace  and  mercy  to  the  penitent,  is  yet  the 
^ffmtfk  c^Q^btioi^  that  evoi  W4^  to  al} 

For 
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For  therein  God  declares  himielf  ai| 
utter  enemy  to  all,  that  .will  not  be  re- 
formed^ and  that  he  will  tnflid  a  mofi 
terrible  punifhment^  and  exemplary  ven- 
geance on  them.  The  author  of  grace  and 
faiercy^  Chrift  himfelf,  hath  fpoken  it,  that 
Except  we  repent,  wejhall  allperifiu  And 
6t.  Paul  tells  us  plainly,  that  at  the  laft  day, 
God  will  render  to  iiX  that  obey  not  the 
truth,  but  obey  unrighteoufnefs,  indigna- 
tion and  wrafh,  tribulation  andanguifhi 
and  tbat^  upon  every  foul  of  man^  whe-» 
ther  he  be  Jew  or  Gentile. 

Our  fins  then  are  plainly  thofe  evils, 
which  the  tbreatenings  of  the  goipel  would 
fright  us  from ;'  and  our  deliverance  from 
them',  is  that  Mvatioh  which  they  would 
inforec  upon  us.  Their  end  is  evidently, 
to  make  us  leave  all  evil  ways,  for  fear  left 
they  (hould  be  infli£ted  on  us  for  our  per« 
feveraacc  in  them,        '    *  .^  • 

As  for  diat  £dvation  then*  whicli  Chrifl 
pame  to  purchafe  for  us,  from  what  I  have 
faid,  i^  appears  (I  fuppofe)  moft  evidently. 
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what  it  is.  The  declarations  of  the  pro-r 
phetSj  of  Chrift  and  his  apoflles^^  the  chief 
end  of  the  precepts,  the  promifes,  ^pd  ^^ 
threatenings  of  the  gofpeU  in  (hort^  the 
defign  of  our  whole  religion,  and  Chrifti^ 
anity,  make  it  clear  to  us,  that  it  is  our 
reformation ;  or,  as  the  angel  expreileth  it 
in  my  text,  bur  deliverance  from  our  fins  : 
He  Jhall  be  called  Jefus^  becaufe  he  Jhall 
fa*oe  bis  people  from  their  fins. 

And  thus  having  reprefented  w^at  that 
falvation  is,  v\^hich  Chrifi  canie  topurchafe 
for  us,  and  fhewn  (I  think)  clearly,  that 
the  ^re^t  deliverance  defigned  us  by  him, 
and  promoted  by  his  gofpel,  is  our  refor- 
mation, and  a  freedom  from  our  iinsj  I 
ihall  obferve  fome  ufes,  and  practical  im- 
provements of  this  difcourfe,  and  fo  CQn^ 
<:ludef 

And,  I.  Th^nj  From  what  bath  been 
difcourfed,  upon  the  nature  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  falvation^  wcmay  plainly  underftand^ 

wha^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1^2  Obedimct  enfoftisd 

"VAMfaitbf  what  repentance^  whit  ^race^ 
what  bearing  and  reading  of  the  Word, 
what  ordinances f  are  faving. 

For  if  falvation  mainly  confills^  in  our 
deliverance  from  our  fins,  as  we  have  evi« 
dently  feen  it  doth ;  then  that  is  a  faving 
faitbf  which  makes  us  obedient}  and  that 
a  faving  repentance^  which  works  our 
amendment;  and  that  isfaving^r^r^^  which 
enables  us  to  apiouspradicej  and  that  is  a 
faving  bearing  and  reading  of  tie  ward, 
which  is  fitted^  not  to  fill  us  with  vain  fpe* 
culations,  or  myfterious  notions^  but  to 
^iwslken  our  confciences^  and  reform  our 
lives ;  and  thofe  arc  faving  ordinances^ 
which  are  powerful  and  proper  means  of 
our  converiiony  and  virtuous  jperfornw' 
antes. 

This  is  to  be  the  end  of  all  the  helps  of 
religion^  and  this  the  excellency  of  all  the 
means  of  grace ;  that  they  tend  Arongly  to 
make  us  leave  our  fins^  and  refcue  us  from 
difbbcdience.  Our  falvatiort  is  i  deliver* 
ancc  from  our  fiws ;  andf  thin,  any  thing  it 

faving^ 
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(vnag,  vhcdD  it  ddiiecs  and  frees  n  fnta 
them. 

Aiecockd  viK  whick  I  fludU  oote  of  tUs  • 
,dtfcaiir&«  i9.&x  the  iriai  qfaar^ste;.  tO' 
knojiB^  wbcfther  we  anrindoadjof  tbe.nunii«  • 
bee  of  thft  ftnsd  oc.  oo.    For  if  iabation 
c^i^fiilotlii  io  our  deliveraoce  from^iwr  iim, 
thw  ^y  are  not  faiKed  but  loft  men^  who 
A«U  U»«  in  then)*   and  ace  ei^anred  toi 
tbe<Q. 

Uxty  im»  then  a  defpifer)  or  profener 
of  God>  of  hifr  dreadfij  name;   or  of  his 
holy  won*?'  Doth  he  fpend  his  time  in 
luxury  and  wantonnefs,  pride  and  covet*- 
oufnefs?  Are  his  hands  full  of  violence? 
Of  is  he  a  ftWnger  to  the  ways  of  pcaeef  In 
ihopti  if  h&deth  not  make  it  hfs  bullnelk 
aadcarev  tolwF-Gfed  and^feeep  hife  com- 
mandtneafiH    to  be  hirniBfe;  chaffe,  and 
tcrapwatej  to  do  all  men-jtrfttce;  and  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  and  love  all,   even  his  ' 
enetnise,  and^  employ  hirafelf  in  all  the  ^n- 
fl«jcc8^f<laty,  whidimufl'atthehftand  ' 
great  (fey  be  cfee-mdtter  of  his  account,— ' 
••-■•-  He-' 
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he  ba^  cither  ho  (hare  at  all,  or  not  cnoo^; 
in  Chrift's  falvation. 

The  chiefeft  grace  of  God  which  they 
enjoy,  is  the  grace  of  forbearance.  G6d 
doth  not  fnatch  fotoe  of  them  away  in  their 
deplorable,  nor  others  in  their  infccure 
condition;  but  allows  them  time  and  op-^ 
portunities  of  reformation:  and  the  only 
advice  which  I  can  give  themi  isi  to  re- 
nounce their  evil  courfes,  arid  to  live  zi 
new  men  j  and  then  they  may  comfort^  ^ 
ably  conclude,  that  they  ar^  in  afafeftate, 
and  are  not  without  their  part  in  that  fal- 
vation, which  Chrift  came  to  procure  for 
them* 

A  thicd  USE  and  ipiprovement^  whibh  I  • 
jftiall  make  of  this  difcourfe,  is,  foe  the  di- 
recting of  our  love  tons^ards  aur  bretbrtn  \ 
in  (hewing  what  things  we  ought  moft 
chiefly  to  defire  and  endeavour  after  for 
others. 

For  if  our  greateft  happinefs,.and  the 
great  falvation  which  Chrift  came  to  pro- 
cure for  us,  confift  in  our  deliverance  from 
our  fins,  and  we  are  to  love  our  brethren. 
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as  ChriOr  l(}ved  us;  then  ft  Is  platn>  that 
the  great  benefit  which  we  are  to  feek  fdr 
them^  is  tiieir  virtuous  life  and  refotma*^ 
tipn. 

.  Holinefs  is  the  greateftkindnefi  which 
they  can'  receive^  or  we  can  efideavour  to 
promote  in  them*  And  (beoefore  atecftig. 
all  thofe  endefivours,  which  are  very  com<« 
mendably  ufed  for  our  brethren's  good, 
whether  in  their  bodies,  good  names^  or 
fortunes ;  let  us  dill  be  fure  to  have  an  eye 
to  their  higheft  good  of  all,  their  increafe 
in  good  liviiYgf'  and  their  deliverance  from 
their  (ins ;  let  our  greateft  care  be  to  make 
them  better^  rather  than  richer  and  more 
honourable  than  they  wefe.  For  this  is 
true  kindnefs  and  love  indeed,  to  (hew 
ourfelves  moft  concerned  for  that,  whereby 
they  will  be  infinitely  moft  advantaged. 

And^  in  the  conclufion  of  all.  Let  us  put 
up  our  prayers  unto  God,  befeeching  him, 
that  whilft  we  are  all  talking  of  and  hop- 
ing for  falvation,  we  may  not  appear  at 
laft,  to  have  been  all  the  while  loft  men; 
but  that  we  may  all  make  it  our  chiefeft: 

care. 
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cue,  to  get  ri^  of  dl  fihi^  biaMts  antf 
tricked  courfes,  whtlft  vre  arie  in  tlii» 
world;  dijrtfowenMiybequdfi^fQf  thcf^ 
joys  of  heaven,  and  the  converfadoh'  of 
falefied  fpiritBy  and  ddl^ered  fro^  thdfe 
QttrKit  p«MWfliiatent9y  which  will  ht  iff 
fliacid  on  air  tirat  are  irMcMniiftbly  dlfi)>v 
bedient  in  tb^  world  to  come. 
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Of  the  Poilibility  of  Obedteoce. 

fpropi  i4r.  |Cettx]ew£i.l.J 

PHIL,  m  13. 

I"  fi?;?  //i9  a//  things  through  Chrifi  whicB 
firength^neth  me. 

TH  E  togs  wbish  $t,  Paul  hcfie 
glprips  hiinfelf.  afek  to  perforpi, 
arc  the  djjties  of  a  Chr^i^ipj  even 
thofe  that  are  the  greateft  trial  of  a  ftrong 
and  well  fixed  mipd>  and  have  more  than 
ordinary  teplptatiop  in  them;  |uch  as  the 
Jkno.^ledge  of  Qurielves^  and  fyving  God 
in  a  profpetous^  and  trulling  in  hirii 
and  heing  con]tented  in  a  -  necefHtous 
irctndltion. 

And  tb9<W^i<^  gives  him  thijs  ability/ 

he  confe0e^^  is  not  any  pQWer  of  nature 

deriyeii  from  our  firil  parents,  but  the  fa- 

^ii^rjif^uced  gr^e  pf  Chrift,  whi[ch  doth 

.    Vol.  IV.  N  aid 
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aid  and  ftrengthen  him.  In  that  forlorn 
ftate^  wherein  Adam's  fin  left  all  mankind^ 
fubjed:  to  ftrong  defires^  furrounded  with 
numerous  and  powerful  temptations^  and 
ftript  of  all  divine  aids»  and  fupisrnatural 
tfiiflances^  they  all  laid  open  to  be  made 
a  prey^  and  were  eafy  to  be  overcdme. 

But  fince  Chrift  hath  been  the  reflorcr 
of  the  worlds  and  recovered  more  grace 
and  ftrength  for  us^  than  ever  Adam  for-* 
feited;  they  are  again  enablbd  to  withfland 
temptations^  and  perform  all  duties  unto 
God^  even  thofe  which  feem  to  have  moft 
hardship  in  them.  I  know  (fays  he)  htb 
bow  to  be  abafed,  and  bow  to  aboun/f: 
Every  wbere  and  in  all  places^  lam  in^ 
JiruSled  both  to  be  full,  and  to  be  hungry ; 
both  to  abound  and  to  fuffer  need:  I  can 
do  all  things  through  Chrift  which  Jlrengtb^ 
eneth  me.  ' 

By  this  performance  of  all  duties,  we  are 
not  to  underfland  fuch  a  perfection  of  obe* 
dience  to  them,  as  is  iiiterihixed  with  no 
efcapes.  For  fo  Chrift  doth  not  enable  any 
of  his  fervant$  in  this  world,  no  not 
St.  Paul  himfclf.    To  live  without  all  fin, 

is 
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ts  not  t5  be  expedted  from  any  mortal  man^ 
but  only  from  thfe  ftrength  of  an  angcl^ 
or  a  juft  foul  made  perfeft  in  heaven. 
Some  finis  of  ignorance^  or  forgctfulnefs, 
of  haftc  and  furprizej  will  adhere  to  the 
beft  of  nieo^  whilft  they  have  earthly  bo* 
dies  about  them*  And  Chrift^  who  be- 
ing in  our  nature^  hath  a  fellow-feeling  o^ 
all  our  infirmities^  when  he  comes  to  fit 
as  our  judgei  will  make  fair  allowances 
for  them. 

But  it  implies  fuch  d  perfcCHo^  of  obe- 
ditnce^  as  admits  of  no  damning  finsj 
that  ist  of  no  fins  which  are  wilfully  in-^ 
curred  againft  knowledget  dr  it  may  be 
againil  checks  arid  loud  alarms  of  con- 
ic^nce  5  and  which  are  alfo  perfiiled  in; , 
without  true  repentance  and  amendment 
of  the  fame;  Thcfe  fins  deprive  us  of  the 
favour  of  God^  and  deflroy  men's  fouls : 
and  therefore  Chrift  mufi  ftfengthfcn  men 
againfi:  thefe^  before  he  proVes  a  Saviour 
to  them. 

And  t)iis  ftrength  ^t.  l^aul  J&ys  helbaiidt 

as  all  other  Chriftians  wilU  who  will  mak^ 

the  experim^ent  as  he  did*  afic}  ^^^   ^ 

N  a  wanting 
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wanting  to  themfelves»  or  fail  to  make  u(c 
of  it.    Though  they  will  not  be  ftrength- 
cned  againft  all  involuntary  furpriies  j  yet^ 
if  they  are  as  careful  to  employ  this  grace, 
as  Chrift  is  ready  to  afford  it,  they  will  be 
ilrengthened  agdnft  all  wilful  breaches  of 
any  commandments,  or  at  leaft  againft  all 
impenitent  continuance  m  the  fame,  when 
at  any  time  they  have  wilfully  broken  any. 
I  can  do  all  things  iibrougA  Chrift  whick 
ftrengtbeneth  me. 
'  My  defign  from  thefe  words  is  to  &ew,r 
that  the  grace  of  Chrift  is  ready  to  enable 
all  Chriftians  to  obey  his  laws  >  who  are 
not  wanting  in  their  own  care  akid  good 
endeavours.    He  earneftly  defires  the  obe- 
dience of  men,  and  aflbrds  them  tud  fuf- 
ficient  to  help  it  on.  So  that  no  Cfariftiaa 
can  ever  fail  to  do  his  duty,  but  through- 
his  own  fault,  when  he  either  neglefts  or 
rejedls  that  help  and  grace,  which  our  Sa- 
viour Chfift  holds  out  unto  him. 

Indeed  the  great  excufe,  which  difobe-^ 
^ent  men  are  wont  to  make  for  tlietn-- 
felves,  is,  that  they  would  do  better  if 
idbey  li^iew  how  ^  do  it^  and  are  therefoM 

only 
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only  ill,  becaufe  they  cannot  hdp  it.  They 
would  plead  weaknefs  in  themfelves,  and 
impracticable  heights  and  impoffibilities  in 
Xjod's  commandments.    And  if  this  were 
true,  as  it  is  moft  falfe,  it  would  be  a  fer- 
viceable  plea  indeed,  and  excufe  them  both 
for  being  ill,  and  alfo  for  being  idle.    For 
if  they  cannot  avoid  being  difobedient, 
why  (hould  they  be  blamed  for  it  ?  And 
if  they  are  not  able  to  obey^  do  what  they 
can,  why  (bould  they  throw  a\*ray  their 
pains  in  vain  attempts,  and  fruitleisly  en- 
deavour after  it  ?  There  is  neither  duty  nor 
diicretion  in   attempting   imppflibilities, 
and  labouring  after  that  which  is  not  to 
hcdone :  ib  that  if  obedience  were  im^- 
pofUble,    every   man    might     as    inno- 
cently, and  much  more  wifely,  difobey 
at    firft    as    at    laft,     when    he     hath 
ilriveo  in  vain  againft  it;  and  it  ought 
not  to  be  cenAired  as  the  fault  of  l^is 
choice,  but  pitied  as  his  invincible  mir-!> 
fortune. 

Now  as  for  this  weaknefs,    and.im- 

{K)ilibility  of  performing  all  duties,  it  is 

often  f>leaded  by  thofe,  who  fecm  willing 

N3  an4 
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juid  defirous  to  perform  theoit  And  in  rci^i 
gard  it  gives  fome  colour  to  dvs  qom^ 
plaintf  becaufe  we  hear  it  from  thofe  who 
Jiave  tried  th^  hardthip,  and  ib  from  theu* 
own  experience  are  beft  able  to  judge  of 
|tt  and  who  exprefs  a  good  wil}  for  their 
duty,  and  fo  may  be  prefu^^ed  to  complain 
of  nothing  but  what  they  find :  Ther^^ 
fore  in  tr^ting  of  this  fubjed^  {  ihallf 

I.  Remov?  the  prejudice  which  lies 
againft  this  power  of  obeying,  from  theib 
complaints,  by  (hawing  what  is  wanting 
in  thefe  complainers,  ' 

II.  I  fhall  (hew,  that  among  Chriftians, 
there  is  no  caufe  for  fuch  complaints ;  and 
that  they  will  be  ftrengthened  to  the  per- 
formance of  all  duties,  if  they  arc  not 
wanting  to  themfelves. 

Ill-  That  this  performance  Is  io  far  from 
being  an  impdlSble  tafk,  that  it  is  not  ex-r 
tremely  difficult,  when  men  fet  to  it  h\ 
go^dearnef). 

A^id,  I.  Thenj  In  or^er  ^  (hew  the 
power  which  all  Chriftians  have,  through 
jhc  gr^e  pf  Chrift  en^bjipg  them,  of  per- 
forming 
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forming  all  needful  duties^  if  they  are  not 
wanting  to  themfelyes^  —  I  (hall  reaiove 
the  prejudice  which  lies  againft  it  from 
thefe  complaints^  by  (hewing  nobat  h 
wanting  in  tbefe  complainers. 

Now .  they  who  compljun  of  the  ira-^ 
poflibility  of  doing  their  duty,  are  often- 
tknes  fach  as  only  complain,  but  never 
try  and  endeavour  it. 

Nothing  is  £b  common  with  men,  as  to 
pretend  they  cannot  do,  what  they  have 
no  mind  to,  do*    Thus  it  is  in  daily  inr 
ftances  of  common  life ;  a  fluggi(h  fervant 
cannot  go  through  with  a  paii^ful  work; 
a  half  friend  cannot  perform  a  troublefome, 
and  coftly  part  of  friendfhip ;  and  a  maa 
in  power  or  bufinefs,  cannot  do  fome  of- 
fices, or  ihew  fome  favours,  which  are  de^ 
fired  of  him  :  They  cannot,  that  is,  they 
will  not  do  them;    they  want  not  the 
power   and  opportunity  if  they  wouldt 
but  only  the  will  and  readinefs  to  make 
ufe  of  it. 

And  thus  it  is  in  religion  alio.     Men 

pretend-  the  keeping  God's  commands  to 

be  an  impofiible  tafk,,  when  they  do,  not 

N  4  believe 
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belfcve  it;/ot  belicVfe  it  ittipoffible  wftiboijt- 
making  ahy  attcrnjiti  and  fedpre  tjbey  have 
hid  iny  triil  of  ft  j  p^iffing  a  judgeiheft|t 
not  Bratii  •wjiat  theylfeei,  l)ut  only  fron* 
what  they  fanpy  iVi  tit.  They  have  a  min^* 
fo  fi)are  their  own  p^ni  ibbiit  it ;  or  are 
atfHglit^d  with  fomfe  ill  reports  ahd  mif- 
reprereJitaWons  whlBH  art  riiade  thereof, 
and  fo  prefume  they  cannot  do  it,  Withoirf? 
eVCT^tryi&g  whether  ftifey  tkn  or  no.     "'" 

But  lipW  when' tliis  ts  the  cafe,  as  itfe 
With'  very  many  ^6rfdns/^he  hifl^feranc^ 
ot  obeliience  doth  not  he  in  the  duties, 
but  in  the  perfons  themfelves  that  are  t<> 
fjerform  them.  For  lit  the  laws  of  G6^ 
be  as  poffible  to  be  fulfilled, .  ais  they  wiUi 
yet  it  is  not  poffible  for  a  loitering  and  Unr 
working  perfon  to  fulfil  them'*  It  is\im- 
poffible  to  accomplifli  things  of  pfuris 
\mthout  pains,  or  to  'produce  the  efFeds 
bf  induftry  by  idlebefs.  A^rtd  db6&fehce  td 
God'^  laws  is  onfe  6f  thdfe  thlKgSi  ^hidh 
requires  our  watchful  care  and  diligent  ap- 
^lidatiott.  E^r  thoiigh  God  ^ik  it,  (it  is 
^^ue),  y«t  IS  &at  il?t  only  by  ^imi6^t 
pi^n  pain^  and  tfndfe^ottfs  aftet4t/^  Hfe 
^  ^iveth 
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^yeth  uV  virtue  attd  gv^Ct,  as  he  gives  us 
cfUr  daily  food  and  maintenance,  by  help* 
ingand  enabling  us,  through  our  own  care 
srtid  labour,  to  get  lh«te  fdr  x>urfelvcs. 
So  that  they  are  to  be  the  fruk  of  our  in*^ 
doftry^  as  well  as  of  his  botirnty.  ' 

If  men  never  endeavour  then,  but  only 
(^ompl^,  it  is  not  poffible  for  them  f«| 
pbes?  and  pleafe  God>  more  than  to  gaitf 
aa  art^  or  get  z  li^^dthood,  or  perform  an^ 
icrithcr  thing  tl^it  isequir^  thieir  own  ^r9 
tod  tliligbntapplicaitaoa^  £u!t  if  they  witt 
take  tfadb  way  oE  induftry,  and  inilead  of 
complaining  that  they  cannot  obey,  en« 
jdcafeour  to  6bcy  th6  ^l^ft*  thfey  can,  which 
is  in  their  own  power,  and  very  poiSU* 
tb  be  done ;  they  will  fee  all  ttes  ftEUicie4 
imt)ofitbiH6esj9y  belbfe  their  pains,  and 
go  on  fiiccefsfully  through  God's  gracfe 
JElrengtbenittg  them.  And  this  courft 
jtotild  ibon  take  off  the  greateft  par^  4£ 
^efeeompkinersi  there  being  nonectm^ 
monly  fo  forwafd  to  compkin  of  the  inl<^ 
poflibBity  of  obeying,  as  they  who  an 
inOil  negligent  and  care^ei^^  and  leaft  of  ^ 
^deajTOUr  to  obey,  ^ 
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Or  if  they  do  endeavour,  yet  It  is  but 
by  halves,  aud  they  do  not  go  through 
with  it. 

Afaintcndeavourcr  will  neyer^o  through 
with  any  work,  which  requires  either 
length  of  time,  or  ftrength  of  labour. 
If  he  put  little  ftrength  to  it,  that  will 
sot  conquer  the  difficulty  of  the  taflc ;  and 
tf  he  is  ibon  wearied,  he  will  give  Qvcfr. 
before  it  comes  to  an  end.  So  that  ^  man 
muft,  apply  himielf  to  the  fame,  both 
earneftly  iand  long,  if  he  would  fu6ceed 
when  he  has  begun^  and  go  on  to'finUh 
and  compleat  it.  

JMow-our  obeying  OoB,  and  amending 
dpi  our  lives,  is  a  work  of  this  kindi  For 
our  fins  being  many  in  number,  they  will 
ret^uire  a  confideraUe  fpace  ^fuh^^je* 
fore  they  are  all  amended.  And  ouriiin* 
Frances  in  leaving  them  |t>eing  greati  and 
the)  temptations  flrong  t^at  daily  klikflc 
and  draw  us  to  them;  aiid  our  own  in<^ 
eltnations,  and  a  treacherous  enemy  ih  our 
ewn  bofoms,  being  always  ready  totake  their 
parts  and  ftrike  in  with  them, —  it  requires 
a  great  watchfulnefs,  and  a  conftant  csffe^ 

and 
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gnd  an  earneft  vigorous  endeavour,  to  over* 
come  them. 

And  this  the  fcrlpture  tells  us  plainly 
we  muft  ufe,  if  ever  we  expe<a  to  prevail 
againft  them.  St.  Peter  tells  us,  we  muft 
give  all  diligence.  St.  Paul,  that  we  muft 
be  cireumfpeB.  Our  blefled  Saviour,  that 
we  muft  watch  alivflys^  and  be  ever  ftand* 
ing  upon  our  guard,  zndjfrivetoen/ertn 
at  the  ftrmt  ^ate.  All  which  (hew  llie 
^eatneis  of  that  care,  and  both  the  ear^ 
peftneft  and  conftanpy  of  that  endeavour^ 
which  we  muft  lay  out  upon  it. 

And  this  now  is  the  fault  of  all  tholfc 
ftrivers,  who  although  they  purfuc  obe- 
^dience  by  right  and  proper  methods,  do 
yet  mifs  of  it  at  laft.  They  endeavour  but* 
by  halves,  and  feek  it,  eithier  by  too  (hort, 
or  too  flight  pains.  They  have  not  either 
the  refblution  to  f^t  manfully  about  it,  or 
the  patience  to  go  through  with  it;  and 
fo,  being  either  faint  iij  their  purfuit,  or 
tailing  off  before  they  are  got  to  the  end, 
tfaey  are  not  reclaimed  from  their  fios  by 
all  their  pains,  but  continue  fubjeCfc,  and 
^Qllaved  to  them  ftill. 

But 
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-  Bot  now  when  they  fail  on  this  account^ 
it  is  not  becaufe  they  cannot»  bot  becaufe 
ijicy  ^iH  ndt  hdp  it%    They  might  be- 
tome  good,  if  they  would  be  at  the  troa«- 
ble  of  it;  and  {>eF^vere  vvrith patience,  till 
they  have  fitiifhed  it :  £ut  if  they  ^ill  u& 
only  flight  ^i|deav0urs,  janc^jfhoft  pii&tsi 
their    mjilif)g  of  jfuccefs,  fnuft    not  be 
charged  on  the  impofHbility  of  God's  law% 
Jbflt  ^9Ga  their  own  floth  aod  rensifsneTs  io 
l^erfornfiing  them.    They  can  and  do  take 
|(rpat  and  in^eflant  pains  to  b§  ru^  or  great, 
or  to  compafs  a  worldly  intereft*    Aod  i,f 
jthey  pleafe,  they  can  labour. as  vigproiAfly, 
and  as  inceiTantly  too,  to  be  good,^nd  dp 
i»(hat  God  commands  th?m.    A^  if  oJ^^ce 
.  jihey  would  do  ^his,  it  would  be  the  beQ; 
dempnftration,  how  poffible  ?^  thing  obe- 
dience isj  iinee  lefs  pains .  than  this  comes 
to,  W01  ^undantly  fufiice.  them  for  that 
purpoie, 

4kq  now  having  faid  thus  much,  to 
remove  the  prqudice  thotlies  againft  Uiis 
pdTibility  pf^perforining  tha  laws  of  God| 
from  the  complaints  of  thoTe^  lyJio  fay 
I  they 
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more  briefly  in  the 

IP  Place  to  fhew.  Thai  amon^  Cbrif^ 
tiahs,  there  is  no  caufeforfucb  complaintsi 
and  that'  they  will  he  ftrengtbenei  /•  the 
ferformunce  of  all  duties i  if  they  art  nH 
wanting  to  tbemfehes. 
*  They  «nuft  be  careful,  as  I  hare  tk^ 
ferved,  to  ufe  their  own  endeavours  ^  be- 
caufe  God  that  made  them^  wiU  not  alfo* 
ikve  tiiqOA  without  themfclvetv  Aad  iktCi 
^endeavours  muft  be  in  wife  way$,  finct^ 
we  muft  irot  expert  Gpd  (hould  give  ef<- 
ftds  to  unfuitable  means^  and  be  tx  tfa^ 
expence  of  miracles,  to  ixxpfgAy  fer  oar 
follies. 

And  when  we  endeavour  thus  wtfelyt 
we  muft  do  it  alfo  vigoroufly  and  incef- 
fantly ;  obedience  being  a  work  of  tivogl 
atful  pains,  that  requires  both  the  eatiieft^ 
nefs,  and  the  i^ontinuance  of  our  applica^ 
lions.  Thefe  things  are  required  on  our 
part,  and  if  we  take  care^to  perform  thaf^ 
the  grace  of  Chrift  will  make  up  the  rcft^ 
and  mofl  certainly  enable  us,  as  he  difl 
,St.  Paul,  to  do  all  things  which  he  iiidif- 
;  penfeblf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


»90  Qf  the  PqffibiUi^ 

penfably  requires  of  us.  He  ^ill  give  ul 
iomt  flrength  at  firft ;  and  as  we  employ 
that,  according  to  that  great  rule  of  go* 
fpel  diflribution,  ^o  him  that  bath  Jhall  be 
givcHf  —  he  will  add  more,  till  at  laft 
we  perform  as  much,  as  is  indifpenfably 
required;  —  that  is,  —  either  not  finning 
wilfully,  or  finccrely  repenting,  and  a-* 
mendbg  whenfoever  we  do. 

If  they  are  thus  careful,  I  lay,  in  theif 
own  endeavours,  this  ftreiigth  all  Chrif-^ 
tians  (hall  furely  receive  from  the  grace  of 
Chrift  to  thefe  performances,  as  the  apo^ 
ftle  in  my  text  declares  of  himfelf,  /  iaA 
do  all  things  through  Chriji  which  fir engtb'^ 
erieth  me. 

Now  that  every  wife,  earned,  and  In- 
cefTant  endftivourer,  (hall  be  thus  enabled  to 
perform  all  duties,  will  appear  from  thi$ 
plain  reafoQ ;  becaufe  God  indifpenfably 
requires  it  of  us*  God  cofnmandeth  all 
men  every  where  to  repent  i  and  that,  df 
all  their  fins  :  for,  we  are  told,  the  wratk 
pf  God  is  revealed  againft  all  ufifightc-# 
oufhefs« 

Now 
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Now  fioce  God  requireth  us  to  obey  all 
his  laws,  it  muft  needs  be  pofUble  for  us 
to  obey  them  i  for  God  never  requires  aa 
impofnble  thing.  What  he  commandst 
he  both  deiires  and  expeds  fliould  be  per^- 
formed,  and  therefore  calls  men  to  the 
performance  of  it ;  to  be  not  only  hearers^ 
but  doers  of  the  law.  And  it  is  certaia 
they  may  perform  it ;  fince  he  is  too  wife, 
either  to  defire  or  exped  what  is  not  to 
be  had. 

And  OToreover,  God  hath  promifed  this 
ability  and  obedience,  to  all  thofe  who  arc 
duly  qualified  and  prepared  for  them. 
When  Chrift  came  to  feal  the  ne^w  cove- 
nant in  his  blood,  this  grace  and  ftrength 
is  accordingly  promifed  to  all  who  earned- 
ly  endeavour  after  it.  For  in  that  God 
promifeth,  to  give  the  holy  Spirit  to  thofe 
that  aik  him ;  and  dill  to  intrud  a  greater 
meafure  of  grace,  with  thofe  who  are  in-* 
duftrious  to  improve  a  fmall  beginning: 
To  bim  that  hathj  i.  e.  that  hath  improved 
what  he  was  intruded  with,  Jball  more  be 
^iven^  and  be  Jhall  have  abundance. 

I  PKocEED  now,  in  the 

UK  And 
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III"^.  and  lad:  plapc,  to  (hew  further j 
that  this  performance  is  fb  far  from  being 
an  impoflible  task»  that  it  k  not  extremely 
difficulty  when  menfet  to  it  in  earnefik 

By  the  grace  of  God^  and  a  pious  edu<p 
cation^  feveral  good  fouls  are  trained  up  as 
£)on  as  may  be>  to  the  keeping  of  their 
baptifmal  innocencei  and  performance  of 
their  folemn  engagements^  In  ftich  cafe^ 
l-eligion  grows  up  with  them»  and  corrupt 
pailions  and  evU  cufloms  are  flified  and 
prevented  from  the  firft.  So  that  wha^ 
difHcuhies  they  have  to  find  in  rdigion, 
are  chiefly  the  paiiis  and  Services  of  re^ 
iigious  actions ;  not  thofe  felf-denials,  and 
knortifications  oi  corrupt  aiFe<3ions  and 
evil  habits,  which  create  fo  Qiuch  trouble 
to  other  perfons. 

But  the  greatefl  part>  alas,  have  given 
"^ay  to  their  appetites,  and  fubjeded  them^ 
ielves  to  wicked  cuftoms ;  and  their  wodc 
is  Hot  retaining  innocence,  but  recovering 
it^  and  /^edtifying  and  amending  tranf<* 
^reflions^ 

Now  in  aooending  our  livesi  and  obey-*' 
ing  God,  after  we  have  made  ourfetves 
:&tts  aterfe  tp  his  obedience,  th^re  is  dif^ 

ficiilty 
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ficulty  and  pains  at  firft.  Our  former 
courfes  and  cuftoms  muft  be  altered^  our 
.temporal  interefts  crowed  and  thwarted  j 
^nd  our  appetites,  formerly  indulged^  muil 
be  gainfaid  and  conquered* 

Ail  this  is  againft  our  inclination,  which 
is  a  force  upon  any  man ;  and  that,  while 
it  liafts,  will  make  an  uneafinefs  in  re- 
ligion* But  to  cufe  this,  God's  grace 
will  be  working  in  us,  and  new-moulding 
of  our  natures ;  and  by  ufe  we  fhall  gro\<r 
jjerfe<5ti  and  inclineable  to  the  good 
things,  which  we  fet  ourfelves  to  praftife. 

So  that  after  God*s  grace,  and  our  owii 
.  virtudus  ufage^  have  gdne  oh  for  forhe  due 
iihiei  the  cafe  will  be  altered,  and  re- 
Mgioii.wlll  appear^  not  only  a  f?afonab|« 
and  beneficial,  but  likewife  an  agrceablis 
and  delightful  thihgi^Tj;/     ' 

And  ' thu iS '  havfe  *  I  efndeaVouf ed  from 
thefe  worJs,  to'  affert  this  great  and  ncf- 
dcffary  eniiourageciitnt  to  all  attempts  in 
religion;  namely,  that  by  the  grace  of 
Chrift  enabling  them,  men  fhall  be  fure 
to'fuccecd  in  them,  if  they  are  not  wanting 
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fir  tftremftWcs  ^  itid  Ifiat  whcnr  meri  eott^ 
titiiWr  wfcketJ;  and'  %  they  carrndt  heV;^ 
it,  tftdjr  urge  a  aiarticful  and  a  Vei^r  ftEfe 
pTettftce. 

And  the  fuih  of  what  I  have  urged 
againft  this  plea,  is  this;  They  generally 
complain  moft,  of  tfie  impoflibility  of 
obeying  God,  who  leaft  endeavour  to  obey 
him ;  or  who  endeavour  but  by  halves, 
and  do  not  go  through,  with  their  endea- 
vours :  whereas  would  they  endeavour  di- 
ligently, and  inccffantly>  for  this  obfedience, 
as  they  do  for  other  things,  they  might  be 
fure  to  fucceedi  becaufeGod  commands 
and  exhorts  thentj  to  it,  and  proBpiieth  \^ 
his  gface  to  help  them  therein;  Nay>  if 
they  will  be  perfuadfd  to  make  the  ex- 
periment, they  will  find  it  \%  not  only  a 
poflible,  but  after  forae  time  at  leaft,  aa 
^reeable  fervice ;  and  that  ii^  all.  the  i^rts 
of  itr  it  is  a  tolerable,  <^  in  moft,  ^^  ea^ 
•^  and  in  many,  a  moft  plea&reaWe  an^ 
delightful  thing; 

THiRiFORjt,  let  u€^  in  the  conclufion  of 

all,    addrefs   outfclves  to  the  throne  of 

3  grace  ^ 
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grace ;  And  pray  unto  God>  th^t  as  by  hit 
grace  aififting  Us^  we  have  all  of  Us  the 
poweo  fo  we  may  likewife  havfe  the  wi]l 
and  heart  to  make  a  right  ufe  thtreof ; 
and  accompliih  that  obedience^  Which  he 
fo  flncerely  and  earneilly  deflres  we  (hould» 
and  will  moil  gladly  enable  us,  upon  our 
honefl:  endeavours^  to  perform* 


0^0 

»* 


O2  SERMON 
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SERMON     XI. 

Nothing  new  under  the  Sun» 
[  From  Dr.  Cl  aget's  Second  Volume.  ] 

Eccj..  iii.  15, 

Jbat  which  hath  been,  is  now  i  and  that 
which  is  to  be^  bath  already  been :  and 
Cod  requireth  that  which  fs  pajl^ 

THEy^/»^r  part  of  this  text.  That 
which  hath  been,  is  now,  and  that 
which  is  to  be,  hath  already  been, 
—is  in  fenfc  the  fame,  with  verfe  the 

ninth  of  the  firft  chapter  of  this  book,^ 

iCkere  is  no  new  thing  under  tbejhni  that 
is.  As  the  ages  of  the  world  go  on,  the 
fame  events  come  about  again. 

The  latter  part  of  it,  God  requireth  that 
which  ispaftf- — feems  to  have  t^iis  mean- 
ing.} that  God  ilill  requireth  the  Tame  be^ 
O  3  baviour 
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kaviour  from  us^  tliat  he  h^th  ever  re^ 
quired  of  thofe  that  have  been  before  us. ' 
Whiph  two  confidcrations  being  in- 
tcndcfl  t^  progi^'te  |ly5  general  end  qf  ihc 
\irhole  book,  u  e.  to  make  men  fear  Gad 
and  keep  bis  copfmandmenfs^  I  iqtenji  to  il- 
luftrate  6ot&^  and  to  flie\y  how  ufeful  they 
are  fpr  tjjfft  jp^Ff??^. 

Now  thefe  layinga  ap^  Xq  |?f  underftood, 
^  nia(iy  other  mqral  an^l  proverbial  fayinjpss 
^re,  whei;e  ^^hat  is  pniyerf^Hy  affirn^ed,  is 
to  be  un^erftoo^  ^s  to  the  greater  part* 
The  meaning  cannot  be  this,  that  there  is 
qp^eifity  of  events  tp  be  i^eo  u)  tfee  ^ 
\CT^  pafTaj^es  of  men'§  live?,  or  in  the  fer 
veral  ages  of  the  world  ^  for  ?i?  SologiQn 
obferves  in  fhe  beginning  of  this  chapter^ 
To,  ever^  tkhg  there  is  afec^fot^^  ^^4  ^  f^^J? 
for  ev^rv  pfirpo/e  under  heaven :  npr^  c^n 
the  meaning  |)e,  that  nothing  happens  ii^ 
one  age  of  the  world,  hut  it  hath  faappenc4 
in  §vpry  age^  for  fonietimes  God  (as  the 
fcripture  wpreffeth  it)  createth  a  i^ei^ 
thing:  Th6  §on  of  Qod  was  to  come  in  our 
natqre,  but  once  befofe  the  end  of  this 

yirorld : 
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^esiifid  for  o^i^ .  Agfi .  $«c]»  sw^  asfi  sk^ 
uaotdlnuy  c^&jk  4»  ttieTe,  .af«  np(  iiHesdr 
fid.-r-Tr-And  afi  to  ati  tl^  «ft,  ihcfBpwiog 
IS  tWs.;  Xhut  if  we  flppfid^  ihe  ^e^rfity  of 
^ents  wHJch  J)fiia2  mtokind^  and  ibf  v|^ 
ciflitiides  of  the  good  and  evil  which  thcf 
4mderg09*'-'^T--4hcfe  varietki  are  ^U  fi>r«r 
peated  in  the  fcvend  ag^  c^the  worid^  thtt 
cfae  diliereme  is  not  fo  jcoofid^irahk  as  the 
agreemeat.  In  thempinthey  acethe&me» 
though  the  cifoimftaaccs  be  vanoi^  Ji^ft 
zs  the  icaibns  of  the  year  are  th^  ^me^  19 
which  neverthelefs  there  may  be  great  di^ 
vcrfity  of  weather  i  not  always  the  like 
funihine  or  rain,  fair  or  foul  weather,  bar- 
ren or  ftuitful  feafons ;  yet  ftill  the  fame 
fpring,  fummer,  winter,  and  autumn,  do 
return  in  their  courfe. 

Apd  jis  the  c^fc  of  all  ages  is  much  alike, 
a^  tQ  the  evfrifs  that  bcfel  men;  £b  it  Is 
not  much  diflfirpnt,  9s  to  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them.  For  in  all  times,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  world,  the 
O  4  moral 
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fndral  part  of  reli^on  is  the  fame^  nami^y^ 
to  fear  Gody  to  be  juft  and  kind  to  mc^t 
and  to  govern  our  paiBona^  by  reafon»  by 
the  reverence  of  our  Maker,  arid  the  cx<^ 
pe£tation  of  a  final  account.  And  Gk)d 
has,  once  for  all,  required  fome  duties,  by 
the  particular  revelation  dF  the  gc^eli  by 
v9Yi\c\i  we  are  obliged  torthe  £nd  of  the 
world.  Nay^  and  the  circumftanas  wbich 
make  the  doing  of  thefe  things  more  or 
leis  difficult,  are  not  new ;  fioce  tl»s  fame, 
or  the  like,  have  frequently  ripturned  here^ 
tofore;  and  when  we  are  gone,  will  be  rci- 
peatcd  again.  So  that  ftUl  Qod  requiretff 
that  wbickis  p^tf 

Now  becaufe,  as  I  iSud,  thefe  confjdera?' 
tions  are  of  great  ufe,  in  wdcr  that  they 
jnay  have  the  ftronger  imprefUon,  I  fbaU 
try  to  fliew,  that  it  muft  nepds  b?  fo  j  th^t 
it  cannot  be  othcrwife,  if  we  take  one 
thing  with  another,  but  that  that  which 
hath  been  Jhould  be  now^  and  that  which  i4 
to  be,  already  Jhould  have  been^ 

For 
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:  Fon^  from-  the  beginning  of  the  wodd 
totthe^^dofity  tdiejr  are  the  fame  thingHi. 
of  which  the  good  or  ^vii  of  mankind:  kf 
conspounded.  The  welSsu'i  of  the  wockl* 
always  did,  and  ever  wilt  confift,  in  fudi 
things  afi  ihefe;  in  a  juft  and  wtfe  govern-^ 
ment;  in  *  conilant.  obedience  to  it;  iq^ 
peace  and  fecurity;  in  profperous  vnderT' 
takings  $  in  having  good  parents^  and  good 
children,  and  good  relations ;  in  a  good 
name;  in*competent  mailitimance ;  in  li*« 
berty  and  faealdb ;  and  in*  •  agre»hla'  coiiir 
verfation. 

There  are  no  £brts.  of  happintfs  peculiar 
to  one  age,  which  are  not  a$  defireable  by 
another;  nor  any  kind  of  mifftfryv  that  one 
has  fuffpred,  but  another  lAuft  feel  the 
fame  unealinefs  and  pain  uilder  it,  when  it 
happens.  And  therefore  becanfe  it  is  -iSk 
good .  and  *the  evil  that  hapjiens  to  men^ 
which  makes  up  a  great  ^t  of  the  hifiory 
pf  the  world ;  they  oivft  be,  in  great  part; 
the  ffme  things  that^ie  brou^t  ofer 

«-  And 
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And  ihtreSojfi  nrbfui  we  4»  |p.  groat 
paid;  4»i:  &iffer  tgirGO^g;  wljtti  >  iJshtcQOS 
poLrent^  or  a  bi^iredbchildiU^  %  thajf^wfi 
domplam  and  laaiienf,  as  if  &  fMl  a  jcafe 
noicr  faappeoed  kaferct  and  pei^iys^.  ib. 
too;  yet  tbefe  are  b|it  xmxM  m£  fia^ont^ 
ibr  there  have  beea  the  like  compbubta 
before,  and  t^e  tifcutrtq/bns  of  oomidaiBt 
too*  We  are  qot  m^  in  a  ^i^f^ssmsi 
maqidy  and  to  a  diferent  fenfiuiiqn,  frkmi 
thojfe  that  baird  lived  ki  fiviner  timei';  ^ 
tbe)^  were  a^pded  with  pain  mad  ^iff  ai^ 
we  are,  and  from  the  fame  eaufestoo; 

for  ivhidi  feafon,  wheA  providecice 
«kher  puniihes  er  rewards  in  ^s  lifei 
when  It  either  punishes  tiie  wicked,  and 
tries  the  righteous,  by  adverfity;  or  fe^ 
wards  the  righteous,  and  ^fnares  the 
wicked,  with  profperit^  f  it  goes  the  ftMBe 
ivay  to  wo9i(,  either  infliding  that  vMa^ 
i$  equaBy  ungratf  ftil  to  all  men,  as'  peftl- 
lence^  (Word,  famine,  difappointments, 
lofits,  asd  die  like ;  or  finding  the  con- 
trary things,  which  are  always  gratcfirf. 


St 
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W^  pJ^atf^  Si»4  ifppif*tfi%  jvhiph  they 
f.aber;§9y^;i|  or  not  ^yern  as  jt|iey  oygh^ 
fo  doi,  %n^  ^hic^  %c99r4l"S  ?5  t|??y  ar? 
well  ufed  or  not,  will  perpetually  produce 
the  fapqe  ^flfeds  pf  goQd  or  evil.  T|ie  ?f- 
jFediions  pf  envy,  pride,  ambition,  revenge, 
cpvetoufhef^,  and  voluptuoufhe^,  have 
reigned  amongft  evil  men  in  all  age;.  In- 
jpflice  ftill  proceeds  froip  ^h?  fame  covet- 
Dufiiefs  pr  ambittop ;  cruelty,  fi-om  the 
ffn^e  feyengefulnefs^  or  apg^r^  or  hatred; 
}i^qry^  frpm  tl^f  fagie  ijQprdinat^  Ipye  pf 
f^ff  af^^  pjjs^afurgji  and  infolpqf  cQfttempj' 
pf  P^Jiers,  ffopi  the  U^vc^p  pri^g  ^^  oy^tr 
V^ffftip^  fi^flpeii  of  Qne'§  fejf,  Thefe  vipe? 
^^vc  ti^fif  TQpt,  \x\  the  qn^ovprned  paflions 
pf  human  nature,  and  in  th?  ^bufp  of  man's 
free  will. 

And 
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And  therefore  fince  God  has  left  man- 
kind, to  a  natural  liberty  and  pbwer  over 
their  own  adtions,  under  the  difadvantage 
of  bad  inclinations,  and  with  the  help  only 
of  fuch  grace  as  may  by  them  be  refitted  j 
^ — it  is  no  wonder,  that  thore  is  fo  great 
alikenefs  of  events  ftill  returning,  becaufe 
{o  much  of  the  good  that  happens  to 
us  depends  upon  wifdom  and  virtue,  and 
jTo  many  evils  ojF  this  Hfe^  upon  folly  and 
vice.  / 

It  hath  always  been  feen,  that  juftice 
and  faithfulnefs, .  reverence  to  God,  ^nd 
good  will  to  men,  have  enabled  men.  to  dp 
well  for  therofclvcs.  But  when  they  de- 
generate, and  their  ipanners  are  corrupted, 
then  their  profperity  begins  to  be  under- 
pained.  And  if  they  grow  from  bad  tp 
^  worfe,  God  will  fufFer  them  to  reap  the 
fruit  of  their  own  doings;  and  all  their 
iins  to  ripen  into  thofe  mifchiefs,  which 
they  naturally  produce :  In  which  alfo  it 
is  not  hard,  to  trace  the  footfteps  of  a  di-' 
vine  vengeance, 

Indeed 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SiRM.  XI.  Na^bing.new  under  the  Sun.  aq^ 

In4eed  it  fometimes  happenetb^  that  the 
race  is  not  to  thefwift^  nor  the  battle  to  tke 
ftrongi  neither  ryet  bread  to  the  wife^  nor 
yet  riches  to  men  of  underjianding^  nor  yet 
favour  to  men  ofJkill\  but  time  and  chance 
happeneth  to  them  all:  That  iss  Through 
the  ovcr-rujing  providence  pf  Cod,  things 
do  fometimes  happen  ptherwife  than  by 
comn^oii. rules;  whjch.thougliit  doth  not 
fall  om  fo  feldoo),  as  to  :b9  al^^v^y;  new  and 
furprifing,- — ryet  neither  doth  it  happen 
io  off  eni  but  that  the  contrary  is  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  things;  and  for  the  moft 
part,  a  faithful  man  (hall  be  triiibd,  a  cha- 
ritable man  (hall  be  loved,  a  religious  and 
virtuous  man  (ball  be  honoured;  an  honeft 
and  diligent  4»an  (hall  thrive;  the  integrity 
qf  the  upright  Jhall  guide  them,  but  the 
perverfinefs.  of  trar^fgrejfors  jhall  deftroy 
them.  The  mfe  Jhall  inherit  glory ^  but 
Jhame  Jhall  be  the  promotion  of  fools. 

So  that  not  only  the  good  and  eviloi  this 
life  are  in:all  ages  the  fame,  butthe^/7xj/?iof 
both  are^thj^  fame  too;  that  is  to  fay,  the 

virtues  Und  the  vices, the  wifdom  and 

folly 
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<it6ffet  of  (i^  Bpm)iitehSlkig  kn,  a^  «I^ 
Wtyi  ^v^m%  iSi  for  <he  Mt.^-i^fmSi 

Hitd  ibat  iohkh  h  to  dii  mh  m-Uif  htak 

itiay  be  H^m  Hf  tbiS  bbH^mii^m^  tfi^ 

lltfpt>fl  b^ffet^esV  tdr«eei««<Mf  ^^!ii^  iA 
thfe  V^oridv  b6  k  ktftrV  Or  bo  il  WOlM 

If  w«  t^pr'«^ef6its^  ftfnl  «M  a#tiirs  fl^^ 

Ibf  this  dkfm  pfld€»  tt^a  fttf'ttAitifiiri 
tfnd  vain  6pmi«ns  o^  odi^et^l^  a6>  1^  ^»% 
oiVly  were  fit  to  be  re^rdtd  OtheM  kaVi^ 
been  as  fottunat^  as  0DitfeIns>  ancTj^Vf  tab- 
ftihples  6f  this  \Vorld'8  ki(»<Mftdncy. 

Is  any  of  i^s  in  d^rfit}^  1^1^  a!f(>'h»k 
Ifteen  a  cotiitnon  cafe,  and  thttn^A^  tet  us 
not  tcpine  at  pt-ondetre^.  BvU  tfweif  hihrfe 
bten  pUffiihed  for  their  fins^  itKil  gbijd 
men  tri<id  by  affitaions.  Wd,  4&  t»«}t  a& 
citbtrs  before  us,  carry  the  caufes  and  feeds 

of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


of  Mfa^  ffsti^t:,-  9s  «tiirifitdite  s»i  ebfafii- 
ftStivh^  tfni<  ^6  e»iih^  p#b9«ilr4kgr«Bt  deift 
oT  i<^i>  4la»  <k3lft«»  ^  tiki  fre^'-wm  «r 

ittii^,'  >«^Mft:li  ^cmcM  ^. 

Amwmmtkiyii^  fiia^  hot  mUt  odtf 
SRitkitsi  <^MS?ay  t^  rti&  ifter  jiiiy  df  the 
defireable  things  of  tbii^  Wd^ld  $  bat  iOLB 
the  world  as  it  is,  and  then  make  the  beft 
Aif.ftf'r  iw^hl^ng^SblljttiOh'^advftfe  iiifhi* 
Hd^p^er,  who {pemtig of' ^tirfiis ahd vi-' 
effettiddi.oflHiirfgS,  ¥Jlimtr(-C^hcy^£tf^i 

mU  itf  gt>olibt  bfi  ip.  I^bi-  thii^  is  all-  rii^ 
gtt6dft5fthifllfe,  Mi\i  our  jliofHbrt  uftrfti^ 

flieTun;' to  tife  ^irfeifettt  Ctoftifbrts  Wifely 

and'  ctiSrifably  3  to  do'  ^dOd  to  ourlelves 
and'otb^rs  j  to  take  feafohaible  pleafurie  ih 
iiie  gifts  of  Gdd'«  and  fo  adniit  all  re^n* 
able  co"ttifort  under  adveriityi  and,  in 
8iort'»  to  take  in  good  part  our  mixiure  of 
good  and  evil  as  it  falls  biitV  but  at  ho  hand 
to  ^pe^  more  from  the  world  thin  It  will 
yiefd,  nor  lay  a  greater  flrefs  Upoii  it,  than 
it  has  been  ever  able  to  bear. 

This 
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Thk  .undottbt<dy  h  9tXt  d«figck  ^^ch^. 
tton  in  this  book^  to  &ew  tbe  vanity  ^f 
this  world,  and  (hereby  to  It&oipupfyfid^ 
nefs  of  iti  and  yet  to  teach  us,,  l^ow  ^ 
make  a  wife  and  good  u&  of  thq  f}ona$)r^ 
it  af&irls ;  remembering  all  along^  tl^t  the 
greateft  good  of  g)I  is,  tO:ie$ir  God  ^4  ke^ 
his  comniandmept€«  *  /  .  ^^.n/^ 

And  SO  t  proceed;  to  the  Uttex^pwifich 
of  my  text.  That  GaJ  requireih,  tpaiw^^ 
tf^:  that  is, -(as;it  is  cxprefle4,;|p;tl;ie 
foregQing  veife),  tBa£  mnJhoijUdfear^^efQri 
blm-  For  tl^erefprc  doth^  God,  ii?  t^c  yg- 
ricty  pf  his  prqyidcpcp^ij  bring  about  m? 
fame  thiogs ;  bec^^ufe  it.  is  the  fame  end^ 
which  he  defigns,  from  ^rft  to  lad,  name-^ 
ly,  to  teach  us  the  fear  of  God,  and  to 
bring  us  tP  religion  and  virtue.  This  he 
hath  required  fro^m  the  beginning  of  the 
world,'and  will  do  fo  to  the  dnd  of  it  j  and 
therefore  it  is  no  wander, '  that  from .  fir/I 
to  laft  he  ufeth  much  the  fame  v^fiet/of 
methods,  by  which  rtien  (hould  leartt  %6 
fear  bfefore  him-  '*  ^'' '     '  '         -^ 
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^^e'  main  thing  intended  feems  to  be 
tl^»  That  we  (hould  be  as  far  from  being 
difpleajfed;  With  the  duty  iSSzi  God  re-^ 
quit^th  o£  us^^^  as  with  the  drcumftance^ 
of  our  nvordly  condition  in  which  he  hath 
iet  us ;  and  that 9  upon  the  fame  account  i 
fihfz  ^i  he  governs  by  ^ady  rules  of  provi-» 
dehte^  fo  he  governs '.by  Aeady  rules  of 
ddty ;  arid  our  condition  in  both  refpedts^ 
is  very  much  the  fame^  with  theirs  that 
have  been  before  us. ;  _ ;  ,  .   ' 

'  And  we  cannot  be  in  fuch  circum* 
ftance^,  making  pur  p^edipnce  hardtaus^ 
but  ot^rs  have  been  ^  the  like.  To  for^ 
give  injuries,  though  they  be  great»  is  no 
new  burdens,  for,  no  n^an  perhaps  hath 
lived  in  the  wbrld,^bji.it  hath  met  with  great 
provocations,  l^o  abflain  from  unlawful 
pleafures,  though  oi)r  appetites  prompt  us  • 
never  (b  violently ^.tp^purfue  them>  is  no 
iirange  duty;  for  thoi!e  that  have  been  be-- 
fbre  us,  had  the  fame  natural  paffions  and 
inclinations  that  we  have^  To  live  by  rules, 
that  are  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  and  ei;^ 
an^ples  of  the  age  we  live  in,  may  feem 
unreafbnable  to  an  inconfiderate  man;  but 

Vox..  IV.  P  this 
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this  hath  been  the  cafe  of  good  men,,  Iq  al- 
moil  all  ages  of  the  world.  Neither  is  oqr 
liu/yziitw  thing,  whatever  it  be;  nor  the 
di^culiy  of  performance  new,  whatever 
that  he;  ^^Godi  requir^th  (ksit  which  is 

Let  therefore  no  man  think,  that  he 
would  be  a  good  Chriftian,  if  he  had  a 
gQod  eftate;  that  he  would  be  an  honeft 
tnari,  if  it  were  not  the  way  to  poverty ; 
that  he  would  be  very  humble,  if  he  were 
once  greats  and  above  contempt;  that  he 
could  forgive  wrongs,  if  his  enemies  were 
tiot  very  fpiteful  and  implacable;  that  he 
would  ferve  God,  if  he  would  blefs  him 
y^A  ^unlance;  andbbierve  thjc  rules  of 
Yef fgiofi;  if  he  wpre  np;  linder  unpfual 
tempikfebrfs  to  the  contrary.  Say  iVot,  thai 
tte  age  in  wh^^  We  livej^^and  the  circupfi- 
ttaiices  m'  which  Wt'ifc],  will  not  hear  the 
pfattice  (Xf  ftrfa  pie%  and  true  virtue.  Saj[ 
hoU  faith' the  wffltoaii,  whatisJbecaufe 
tlnit  this  ji)rmet%ji  were  Better  than 
tbej^i  for  thou  doji  not  enquire  wtjely  cour 
ctrnins  this  thing:'  •  ' ' 
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Foi  if  ftei&'-preteiices  ind  cxcufes  wcrfe 
allpwcdi  tfiete  would  be  no  end  of  thetai. 
Sodh  things  as'  thefe  may  always  be  faid^ 
and  there'will  be  always  nidre  or  Icfs  0Cf» 
iJafion  td  plead  thetiii  and  therefore  they 
ireni*vferto  be  allowed;  It  feldom  hap-^ 
l^ens  that  wfe  condude  truly,  when  Wd 
irbrppai-^  oilr  bwh  drcUmftances  widl  othtr 
tjibt's,  and  condude  to  our  own  difed-* 
Vahjage;  as  if  God  required  eafier  things  of 
thetai  than  he*  doth  of  US;  And  therefore 
It  It  not  wifely  donfe^  to  begin  With  an  in-^ 
i^uityi  which  Is  alnioft  certain  to  end  in 
a  falfe  judgement. 

If  it  were  alfoWable  fdi*  hiett,  thus  to 
argtte  in  fcXcufe  fof  thfemfeTveS;  how  hard 
Wbuld  it  fee  fei*  Got!  to  pleafe  man,  and  to 
keep  him  to  h?S  duty.  Every  mail,  being 
feitfible  of  his  dvfrri  fcmfptationsi  and  of  his 
Cmii  temper^  a]&d  cii^timfla^nc^s  in  the 
%6rldi'  would  think!  })rovidence  had  been 
"pdMA  againft  hitli,  aiki  that  the  duties  <jh^ 
rdigltfn  preflfed  hard^r^  upon  hiitifelf,  than 
upon  others.  A  poor  man  would  think, 
his  rkh  neighbour  had  mdre  fifnei  and 
jg;r*ater  obligations^  to  ftrve  God,  than  him- 
P  2  felf. 
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fclf.  The  wealthy  man  would  belieye, 
that  the  poor  man  had  more  leifore  for 
prayer»  and  fewer  temptations  to  earthly- 
mindednefs,  than  he  has.  God  would  lofe 
the  tAanki  of  every  man,  that  could  fancy 
another  more  happy  than  hinxfelf ;  and 
would  lofe  the  duty  and  Jervice  of  every 
man,  that  could  fancy  his  own  temptations 
to  bejftronger  than  all  other  noen's.  And 
becau^  we  feel  our  own  good  and  evil, 
and. do  but  guefs  at  other  men's  by  their 
outward  appearance,  we  (hould  run  into 
dl  manner  of  falfe  judgeiment  in  comparing 
them  with  one  another.    . 

Bvit  that  there  might  be  no  pretence  for 
this- wretched  way  of  arguing,.,. God  hath 
pot  only  tied  us  up  all  ftriiStiy,  to.  the  fame 
piety  and  duty>  but  is  pleafed  to  let  u« 
jcnowy  as  the  truth  i^,  .^hat  upon  the  whole 
matter,  there  is  iK}thing  new  under  the 
fun;  that  upon  th^^^  wl»)lem{Ltter»  he  hath 
^ade  no  difference  between  the  prefent 
and  forimi^.ageSf  fbetw/e^q  ourielves  ^d 
other  perfons.  ^  ;. 

Oqr  D^ig^bpqr,  perhaps^  hath,  not  all 
thoie  very  temptations^  that  we  have;  but 

then 
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then  he  Jiath  his  own :  he  hath  perhaps 
fome  advantages  in  one  kind,  which  we 
hai^  not  s  but  we  may  have  the  advantage 
of  him  in  another. 

Every  condition  of  life  hath  not  only  its 
proper  inconveniences,  but  its  proper  ad- 
Vantages  ;  and  what  is  loft  in  the  difference 
of  our  ftate  from  others,  or  in  the  change 
which  we  may  fufFcr  ourfelvcs,  is  made  up 
another  way, 

Proiperity  and  fuccefs  (hould  make  us 
love  God  better;  but  difappointments,  on 
the  other  fide,  and  adverfities,— do  very 
often  make  it  more  eafy  for  us  to  love  the 
world  lefs. 

In  (hort,  let  us  feek  no  excufes  for  ne- 
glcdling  piety  and  virtue,  from  the  differ- 
ence of  timesy  fortunes,  temptations,  and 
the  like,  between  ourfelves  and  thofe  that 
live  in  this,  or  that  lived  in  former  ages  5 
for  we  are  likely  to  make  but  a  foolidi 
judgement,  and  Hiall  unavoidably  run  into 
great  miftakes,  in  making  the  comparifon ; 
and  the  reafon  of  our  fin  will  not  bear  the 
judgement  of  the  all-feeing  God,  nor  the 
exan)ination  of  the  laft  great  day. 

P3  But 
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But  let  us  believe  God  to  be  impartial  | 
auid  to  have  temper^  th|^  feafon%  aad  agea 
of  the  world|  and  the  different  Qon^ition^ 
of  perfons^  with  a  wife  equalityi  ao^  witb» 
an  unerring  judgement.  And  let  qs  g|ve 
up  ourselves  to  folio w^  and  to.  comply  willi 
^is  w^fe  providence.  And  although  his 
judgements,  in  refpeft  of  others,  be  un^ 
iearchable,  and  his  >yays  part  finding  out  *, 
yet  we  fhall  find,  that  all  his  ways,  to-? 
wards  our  o^n  fe}ves  in  p^^ticular,  arc)  fq 
Wife  and  good,  that  at  laft  we  (hall  not 
wifli  there  had  been  the  lead  alteration  of 
them. 

But  fuppofe,  that  in  fome  notable  re- 
fpedls,  our  cafe  may  differ  from  another 
man's  i  yet  this  diiference  is  npt  fo  great, 
as  to  make  any  material  difference,  be^ 
tween  our  obligation  and  hi§,  to  do  tha( 
which  God  requires.  Nor  can  we  be  left 
obliged  fo  to  do,  than  thofe  that  have  been 
before  us.  For  in  every  age  it  may  be 
faid.  That  which  hath  beetiiis  now ;  and  in 
every  age  Gtul  requiuth  that,  which  ispaft% 
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4nd^  thkti^  tiSder  'Ai^^^iame  motives  aiicf 
bbligSitionsi  Vvi^ojlt  AqyMilfocncc  io  coh» 
Mtt^^e^  i'^'tb  turn'ihe'bialance  oneNva/ 
or  other.  For  let  Iffe^^bfTd  ^6  wliitli  Wiy 
it  wilU  a  wicked  man  is  a  fool  and  a 
wretch ;  and  the  righteous  man  is  happy 
and  wife  for  himfelf.  And  therefore  cer- 
tainly, that  is  a  very  good  condition,  and 
a  good  world  for  u^  in  which  we  may  be 
as  good  as  wc  pleafe  to  be.. 

But,  finally;  Sti}>t)6fe  tlith^fliould  not 
always  happeh .  According  to  common  rules^ 
but  fometimes  leave  their  ufual  courfe ;  as 
fuppofe  a  righteous  man  fuffers  even  for 
his  righteoufnefs :  rAien,  we  muft  leave 
the  confideration  of  this  world,  and  go  to 
that  of  a  better.  And  why  ihould  we  not 
fuppofe,  that  fo  incomparable  a  ftate  of 
bleffings,  refcrved  for  a  good  man  in  the 
world  to  come,  and  juftly  efteemed,  and 
carneftly  defired  by  him,— fhould  not  only 
make  ill  prefent  inconveniences  very  light, 
fcJbtXJ'cdtop^ifon  none  at  all.  When  the 
glories  of  the  future  world  are  taken  into 
the  acct)unt,  it  is  all  one  within  a  trifle, 
P  4  whether 
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whether  it  be  with  or  without  tiibalation, 
with  eaie  or  difficulty,  with  pleafure  or 
pun,—- ^fo  that  we  do  but  enter  into  the 
fcio^dom  of  heaven  at  laft. 
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SERMON     Xir. 

Eafinefs  of  Religion. 

[From  Bifliop  Taywr's  ««  Life  of  Chrift^^'! 

MATT*  xi.  ig,  30* 

Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  qf  me, 
fori  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart;  and 
ye  Jhalljind  reft  unto  your  fhuls^:^ 

J? or  my  yoke  is  eqfy,  and  my  burden  is  lights 

OU  R  ble0ed  Savioqr  came  to  break 
off  from  our  necks  two  great 
yokes;  the  one,  of  Jin,  by  which 
we  were  fettered  and  imprifoned  in  the 
cohdition  of  ilaves  and  miferable  perfbns  • 
the  other  of  Mojes  lav,  by  which  wc 
were  kept  in  pupilage  and  a  ((ate  of  im- 
perfedtion ;  and  afferted  us  into  the  glo- 
rious liberty  of  the  fons  of  God« 

The  empire  offn  was  the  government 
of  a  tyrant  t  the  difcipline  of  Mo/es'  law 
i^as  as  that  of  a  fchoolmailer,  it  was  ftri<5l: 
tU)d  leveret  but  in  order  to  a  farther  good, 

yar 
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load. 

Ai2d  ROW  Chcift^  having  ta^n  off  thefc 
twV  hath  puroh  a'^tfiird.  Hfe^qiiits  ih'of 
our  burden»but  nqtof  our  duty;  and  hath 
changed  the  /bftftel:  tyriniiy;  ind  the  lefs 
perfect  idifoiplin^  into  tht  fwcfetoeft  of 
paternal  government,  and  the  excellency 
of  fuch  ai>  igfHttfttdb,*  wht>fi^  every  pre- 
cept carries,  part  of  its  reward  in  hand,'a!id| 
jdfurisinces  of  after  glories, 

Mofes"  lam  wa&  lik^  fharp.  arid  linplea- 
i(unt  pnhyikk^  certainly  painKil^  btit*  utiQtf^ 
tainly  healthful.  For  it  w^,.not^thcn 
communicated  to  them  by  promife  arji 
uniVerfal  revelations,  that  the  end  o^hi^r 
oliediente  (Jiould  t?  life  eter^qal ;.  but  they 
werp  full. of  hopes  it  niight  be  fo,  as  we 
are  of  health  when  we  have  a  learned'  and 
wife  phy(iciin.  But  as  yet  We  reward  was 
in  a  cloud,  and  the  hopes'  in  fetters  and 
confinement,  feut  the  law  ^  Cbrijlh  like 
Chrift's  healing  of  difeafes ;  he  doth  it 
cafily,  and  he  doth  it  infallibly.  .  The 
event  is  certainly  confequ/ent,  ^nd  the 
manner  o£  cure  is  by  a  tpuchrof  His  hand, 
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pr  sbwbrd  p£  hia  moutln  I)vitb8iut  pauisMfld^ 
vexatious  ipftrutiTpnis.  ,TEfet  is*  to  fay,^ 
Chriftfeftity^  by  tte  affiftOTrfe^  erf  ChfiftV 
jpiriti  wbtckhe  proifaife^^amJ  g&vc  W  m* 
in  the  gofp?l,  is  iliade  f  br J^  coify  10  us; 
^  yet  a  rewafd  fb  gtdat  la  pim^ifed^  as 
would  bci  cmough  IQ  iqake*  us  endure  the' 
greated:  burdeti  i  a  f$#ard:  fo  excelkflt,  ad 
to  make^  Uis  willirtg  to^  do  vitdence  td  all 
ottT  incliniti6A«  and  i^ecS^s^,  The  bdy^ 
Spirit  is  giv^ir  to  enabld  Wf  iti&  hedVefr^  is 
ptooiiled  to  encourage  us  j  the  one  a>al4es 
us  able,  and  the  otbeif  make^  u6  willing: 
find  when  we  hwe  pow-er  and  affc6lit)ns, 
we  caimot  ciam plain  of  preiTure. 

And  this  \i  the  meahiftg  of  our  bleffed 
Sa^iour^s  invkatidn  :  Take  my  yah  upon 
yoUi  and  learn  of  me^  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart  ^^  andyejhallfind  reji  unto 
your  foUh :  For  my  yoke  is  eafy^  and  my 
burden  is  light.  Which  St.  Jbhrt  alfo  bb- 
ferved :  Thi^  is  the  love  of  God^  fays  he> 
that  we  keep  his  commandment s^  and  bis 
commandments  are  not  grievous  "t  For  ^hat* 
foever  is  born  of  God^  ovtrcometb  the 
noorld}  and  ^his  is  the  viSlory  that  over^ 

cometb 
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Cometh  the  worlds  even  our  faith ;  that  is» 
our  belief  of  God's.promifes,  the  promife 
of  the  Spirit  for  prefent  aid,  and  of  heaven 
for  the  future  reward,  is  flrenjgth  enough' 
to  overcome  aU  the  world. 

Bjit  befides  that  God  hath  made  hi^  yoke 
ofify  by  exterior  fupports,  more  than  ever 
was  in  any  other  .religion  ;  Chriftianity  is 
of  itfelf,  according  to  human  eftimate,  a 
reUgion  more  ei^y  and  defirable  by  our  na«- 
tural  and  reafonable  appetites,  than  fin  in 
the  midft  of  all  its  pleafures  and  imagi- 
nary felicities.  Virtue  hath  more  pleafure 
in  it  than  fin,  and  hath  all  fatisfaAions  to 
every  defire  of  man,  in  order  to  reafbn-* 
aWc  and  prudent  ends.  Which  I  fliall  re- 
prefent  in  the  confideration  of  thefe  parti^ 
culars : 

I.  I  propofe  to  (hew.  That  to  live  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Chrift,  is  in  ibmc 
things  the  moft  natural  to  us. 

II.  That  it  is  moft  reafonable. 

III.  Tha$  there  is  in  it  lefs  trouble  than 
in  fin.    And, 

3  IV.  That 
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IV.  That  it  conduceth  infiDitely  to  ^e 
content  AXiA,  fatisfaBion  of  our  lives. 

And  all: this,  befides  the  confideration 
of  a  glorious  and  happy  eternity. 

I.  To.  Hve  according  :to  {the  laws  oH 
Ch;i{(,  is,  in  Jooie  things,  the  moft  na^ 
tuful  to  us.  J  Wc  do  very  ill,  when  in^ 
ilead  of  a)^iilg:our.  natural  infirmity  zxi 
inftrument  0f  hunulityi.and  of  rtcourfe  to^ 
the  grace  of  God^  we^  pretend  the  fame 
as  an  excsuie  for  our  fins.  The  evils  that 
we  feel  in  this  refped:,  are  from  the  fo- 
hellion;  of  our  appetite  againft  reaibn,  or 
againft  any  religion  that  puts  reftraint  upon 
qur  defires;  And  therefore  in  carnal  and 
fenfual  inflances,  accidentally  we  find  thef 
more  natural;averfenefsi  b^caufe  God's  lawa^ 
have  put  our  facukfes  in  fetters  and  rer 
ftraints;  yet  an  matters  of  dujty,  which 
are  oi  J^iritual  cdncernment/  all  our  na-^ 
tural  reafbn  is  ^  perfect  enemy  and  contra^ 
diction  to  vice. 

It  is  natural  for  us  to  love  our  parents  ^ 
and  they  who  do  not,  are  urifiataral :  they 
do  violence  to  thofe  difpofitions,    which 

God 
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Q^  gAveiis.ib  «hexxiiiftitulit)b^ 
ture»  and  fonihe;defi]^s  of  Irjd^oe.^  And 
ail  tko£b  tendem£fl:i  cfiaife&idiH  Whkh 
itre  the  end|3armeot^  of  partiies  and  |:hik> 
dren^  are  alfo  the  bands  df  duty;  And  all 
dtotfyftedl  of  ^ineipleB  dnd  ft^itotile  fii^ 
dacements  to^  ^ntf  wiikh  ^we^  <:alt  the 
Am  of  t2atM^  u^n^m%'  t\it  b^  4h«t 
fiim^ifiCDrporiika^^f  viftQifr  U4th  our  na* 
litt-al  fidticitdds  aod  MpQ(mM%i  {iwsk 
isdbich  vi^ofoevetT |nne<^aricates^  dMhniOftf 
igainft  nature  thaa  be  th^t  Mftriims  hit 

And  beftdcs  tfae&.pstfticukcsf  there  ik 
maititx:  lis  nattiraily  j»iy  inelimitiQni  diredjy 
<KmtQary  to  the  hve.af  Qsdi  becatifb  l^ 
Gted  we  undepfiaQid  thai  foctiUakiof  faeiog, 
tviaich  Is  infitiitely  perle&  iiat^^it&l^  and  of 
grffit^csod  tojlsijaed  whsitfoever  is  faap*^ 
|^krdQ6eiaded>;it  is  a^  naitdral  ifor^ijis  ^o  kve^ 
to  to  lo^e  aoy  fchrtig  in  tfee  world ;  for^e 
can  love  itothieei  but  whiit  weTbidiiJte  ta 
be  good  in  itfelf,  or  good  tons*  Aod  be«^ 
jfondthisi  thetiBr  ire  in  haturfimany  prin-* 
$if^S;2pd  rc0fQn9i  to  tiiaik^  9^  aptnefs  to 
acknowledge  ^d  confefs  Godi  and  by  the 

confent 
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eft85&nf  ^-fim^fff^t  mWfib:  ftev  .#>  him* 
ifiMftf5,ifeo«p  ^  *<^»H»  i^f ^  their  il»mr«, 

Pt)4ii  ^^    ^^  a^f  :4g4MlA    the   ioVA  «JUi 

gjpat^.,<^(f^es,-  fif .  virfeif,£  as :  thejt.  aw 
«9m'ff9'#)HPPish«!njlfi^^d9:(wt  pgoaiaafiBic* 
j5?oH\'ff!??(PP0?»  U>iev(tefte)<)f  naturf^.^afeaT 
«vjl  ^bU^  i^nd  j|F%)^««4,t.par  virtttcfiasc 
^jjgfplf,,  hif(i^9  yifi;a.t  /kft  ^  ill  hatMtt»« 
and  thefe  ]^)l^  f3^'.hfirjuoi»oted  be&uc 
Wf?-  49  :J«^!3U  ;::4^i!jii%t'  i»  "OUT  teatible. 
Bj^t.  if.  b;{,;t}ie  fl^i^gq^s  .^  iJtfcipHaeii.'V^f 
^?fflB.^? .%^  W  ^»F  ^«ty  ^Rd.the  praaocf 

fl^-j^s  ,^^^iJ84  JO  iis».!whJ4e  it  i»  cufto*  ^<t^^ 
WJVMn^^'^^Bftlijis  .tsfftftfBteod  our  pro«/l)^v^!>^ 


.noi>§^i 


J(i.^Rpligi9n.i8  ffioft.r^)lwA4f  initfdr'^C^ygj?^ 
J^yr  whaiifocw^  the  wifeft  men  in  tht 
WPrH  ftf'  all  paitfflqs  s^^  pfok&onsi: hwra 
9^r^e4  U£pg  as  mo^.  «3«(«}l«Qt  in  kfel^ 
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mdof  gteateft  power  to  effeA  our  prdehc 
0i  aAutc  happinefsi  all  thzt,  and  much 
mope^  our  Uei^-SAviotif  hath}  attopted 
ioH)  his  law^  ^  And  there  is  nothing  ki  the 
laws  of  our  religion^  but  what  is  perfec* 
five  of  our  fpiriis,  and  contains  in  it  ex-^ 
Gdllfflt  expcdkiits^if  obeying  God,  by  per- . 
iMUiing  thojfo  ddtiits  which  are  moft:  bene^ 
idal  ^  unto  men.  And  therefore,  ^  for 
Cbtiflkns,  who  pmlbfs  to  befieve  iitl^^this, 
and  yet  t04i£):  contrary  to  iuch  prdfeffion, 
is  the  mc^^  4inr«ftibi>able  thiilg;  in  the 
wwld:  They  havd  aUtkei|gnsof  weak, 
iMtifcre^,  and  unwary  perfilnSs;  ^ 

Ono  inftance  of  their  folly  is,  that  they 
chuib  the  prefent^  whatever  it- is,'  and  ne- 
glei^  the  infinite  treafures  of  the  future. 
They  that  have  no  faith  nor  forefighr, 
m^y  have  an  ttbttfe  fbi'  fnatchitr^  at  what 
ia  now  ceprefented,  becaufe  it -is  that  all 
which  can  move  them :  But'  t^eh  fuch 
perfons  are  infinitely  diftant  from  wifd^m, 
whofe:  underft&ndifig  neither  reafbn  nor 
.rc:velation  hath  carried  farther  than  the 
:prdeot  enjoymcot^.  And^hethat  prefers 
moments  before  eternity,  and  defptfes  the 

infinite 
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ifficite  iuccdlMn  of  etcroal  ages^  that  ht 
may  enjoy  theprefent^  not  daring  to  truft, 
God  £or  what  he  fees  not^  and  having  no 
c^dls  of  his  af&dtioos  but  thofe  which 
are  the  obje^fils  of  his  cye$)  hath  the  im-> 
]9^tieace  of  a  child,  and  the  indifcretion  of 
a  fool^  and  the  faithkfTneis  of  an  unbe*> 
Itever. 

Another  inilande  of  the  unteafonable-" 
fids  of  wicked  men  is^  that  they  diafe  tp 
pfleaie  tlttirySv;/^/  rather  than  their  reafoni 
And  ft  ts  a  gceal  clifrepiitatipn  to  the  un^* 
derflaiiding  of  any  maoi  to  be  fo  deceived^ 
as  to  chuie  that  w^ch  is  common  to  him 
wilih  the  beafts  that  perifhi  cither  than 
ifaat  part  which  is  a  communication  of  the 
divine  nature ;  to  fee  him  run  after  a 
bubble  which  himftlf  haih  made,  and  de* 
fpife  a  treafare  which  is  offered  to  himji 
to  caH  him*  off  from  ptirfuing  that  empti- 
nefe  and  vanity^  But  Jfo  doth  every  vicious. 
per£>a:  He  wor(hips  the  mammon  of  thi^ 
world,  and  ncglc<^  ^be  honour  of  the  eter- 
nal God  j  he  prefers  the  fickncfs  of  luxury, 
before  the  he^th  of  temperance  >  driqk, 
before  immortality  i  nmrny,  before  mercy  ^ 
•  Vol.  IV.  Q^  earthy 
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earth,  before  heaven ;  and  folly  before  tii#^ 
ct^owns  and  glorias  of  a  kingdom. 
'  This  confideration  reprefcnts  all  the  flat- 
teries of  fin,  to  be  a  mere  delufion  of  the 
ifnderftanding :  And  we  find  by  this  fcru*' 
tiny,  that  evil  and  unchriftian  perfons  are 
ihfinitely  unwife^  becaufe  they  negle€fc 
their  befl  and  greateft  intereft.  They  doat 
paflionately  upon  trifles  y  they  rely  upon 
fklfe  foundations  and  deceiving  principles  ^ 
they  ate  mod  confident  when  they  are  mo(^ 
b  afed ;  w  hen  they  have  the  optbn  of 
two  thing^y  they  ever  chuie  the  worftj 
they  are  not  mafl:ers  of  their  own  ac- 
donsy  but  break  all  purpofes  at  the  firft 
temptation ;  they  take  more  pains  to  da 
themfelves  a  mifchief^  than  would  fecure 
heaven  :  that  is^  they  are  ignorant^  foolifh^ 
Unwary,  and  undifcerning  people,  in  all 
lenfe^i  and  to  all  purpofesi  and  are  incur-' 
'sible,  otherwife  than  by  their  obedience 
and  conformity  to  the  holy  Jefus,  the  eter- 
nal wifdom  of  the  Father^ 

IIL  In  the  itrid  obibrvances  of  the  kw 
of  Chriftianity,  th«re  h  lefs  trouble  than 

in 
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ifi  the  habitual  courfts  of  fin.  For  if  we 
confider  the  general  defign  of  Chriftianity^ 
it  propounds  to  us  in  this  world  nothing 
th^t  is  of  difEcult  purchafe>  nothing  be^* 
yoQd  what  God  allots  us  by  the  ordinary 
and  common  providence,  fuch  things  as 
we  are  to  receive  without  care  and  folici- 
tous  vexation*  So  that  the  ends  are  not 
large»  and  the  way  is  eafy  and  pafled  over 
without  much  trouble,  and  thofe  ends  are 
obtained  without  difficulty. 

He  that  propounds  to  himfelf  to  live 
low,  pious,  humble>  and  retired ;  his 
main  employment  is  nothing  but  fitting 
quiet,  and  undiflurbed  with  variety  of  im- 
pertinent affairs:  But  he  that  loves  the 
vrorld  and  its  acquifitions,  entertains  a 
thoufand  bufinefTes^and  every  bufinefs  hath 
abundance  of  employment,  and  every  em« 
ployment  is  multiplied  and  made  intricate 
by  circumftances,  and  every  circumftance 
is  to  be  difputed,  and  he  that  difputes  ever 
hath  two  fides  in  ^mity  and  oppofition 
to  each  other. 

The  ways  of  virtue  are  very  much  upon 

the  defenfivej  and  the  vfOtk  is  one^  uni* 

Q^  form^ 
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form,  and  cafy  :  They  are  like  war  witfilik 
a  fb-ong  caftlej  if  thbfe  within  ftaiid  upoA 
their  guard,  they  have  little  eMfe  to  A^ 
But  vice  is  Hke  llorttiingaf  a  fortj  foil 
of  noife,  trouble^  labour,  danger,  and 
difeafe. 

How  eafy  a  thing  is  it  to  reftore  ihfc 
pledge?  but  if  a  man  rDeans  to  defeat  hfnSi 
that  trtiflcd  him,  what  i  world  of  arts 
mufl  he  ufe  to  make  pretences  ?  to  delay 
iirft,  then  to  exctrfc,  then  to  obged,  theh 
to  intricate  the  bufinefs^  next  to  quarrel, 
then  to  fbrfwcar  ir^  and  a^l  the  way  to 
palliirte  his  crime,  and  reprefent  hhnfrlf 
honeft  ?  And  if  an  t)ppreffit)g  and  greedy 
perfon  have  an  intention  to  defraud  the 
unwary,  or  to  get  his  nefghbour's  land ; 
the  car'es  of  every  day,  and  the  inrterrup*- 
tinnscf  every  night^s  fleep,  ^^  more  than 
t'he  purchafe  is  worth :  fincehe  mrght  buy 
virtue  kt  half  that  watching,  and  the  lefs 
painful  care  of  a  feivcr  'number  of  da)rs. 

A  pliin  itOTj  is  fobn^ft  toH,  artd'beft 
confates  an  intricate  lie*  And  when  a 
perfon  %  t*xainine<i  in  judgertient,  one  falfc 
anfwer  ftfks  tiMiffe  flbrli'fbf  Itis  fuppoft^nd 


mamtenance. 
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maioteMnce^  than  a  whole  hlftory  of 
trifth*  And  fucb  pcrfons  are  put  to  fo 
many  fhameful  retreats,  falfe  colours  and 
pre(ence$»  to  avoid  contradidion  or  dif- 
<X)very;  that  the  labour  of  a  falfe  ftory 
jeems  ia  the  order  of  things  to  be  defigned 
for  the  beginning  of  its  own  punifhment. 

The  ways  of  fin  are  crooked,  rocky,  and 
uneven ;  diey  are  broad  indeed,  and  there 
is  variety  of  ruins,  and  allurement;  to  en- 
tice the  unwary;  but  they  are  nothing 
^nooth,  or  fafe,  or  convenient.  The  ways 
of  virtue  are  narrow,  but  not  crooked. 
.  Labour  indeed  there  is  in  them,  as  in  all 
things  excellent;  but  no  coofufions,  no 
diftradions  of  thought,  no  amazement^ 
or  intricacy  of  counfels.  It  is  like  the  la* 
bour  of  hufbandry,  full  of  health  and 
diearfulnefi,  plain  and  profitable,  require 
ing  diligence,  but  fuch  in  which  crafts 
and  painful  ftratagems  are  ufelefs  and  irn* 
pertinent.  But  vice  hath  oftentimes  fo 
troublefome  a  retinue,  and  fo  many  objec- 
ti<»i6  in  the  event  of  things,  is  fo  entangled 
in  difficult  and  contradidx>ry  circumftances, 
hgtb  ip  it  pfuts  fo  oppofite  to  each  other, 

Q^  3  and 
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and  (o  inconfiftent  with  the  prcfent  condi-i 
tion  of  the  man,  or  fome  fecret  defign  of 
his;  that  thofe  little  pleafures  which  are 
its  covering  and  pretience,  are  lefs  per- 
ceived, and  leaft  enjoyed  i  whilft  they  be- 
gin in  vanity,  rife  up  in  fmoke,  and  dnd  in 
idiffatisfadlion. 

IV.  Virtue  conduccth  infinitely  to  the 
content  zxid  fatisfaSlion  of  our  lives;  and 
vice  doth  the  quite  contrary.  The  blef- 
fings  of  this  life,  that  make  it  happy,  aro 
fuch  as  thefe ;  peace  and  quietncfs,  con- 
tent and  fatisfadtion  of  defireS|  riches,  love 
of  friends  and  neighbours  at  home,  and 
honour  and  reputation  abroad.' 

Peace  was  fo  niuch  intended  by  our 
blefTcd  Saviour,  that  he  framed  all  his 
laws  in  compliance  to  that  defign.  He 
that  returns  good  for  evil,  a  foft  anfwer  to 
the  afperity  of  his  enemy,  kindnefs  to  iii^ 
juries,  leflens  the  contention  always,  and 
fometimes  gets  a  friend.  He  that  doth  his 
duty  to  his  neighbour,  that  is,  all  offices 
of  kindnefs,  gentlenefs,  and  humanity, 
nothing  of  injury  and  affront,  is  morally 

2  fure 
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fiiro  never  to  inee(  with  atay  great  vexation 
or  difappoiatment.  For  as  one  injury  prq- 
vokes  9nother»  fo  at  kindnefs  will  invite  a 
^ndmfi.  And  if  men  would  but  }Ive  ac- 
cording to  the  diicipUne  of  the  Chriflian 
rel]glm»  one  of  the  great  plagues  which 
vex  the  world  would  be  no  more.  Thene 
would  be  no  wars,  if  that  inflitution  were 
fufiered  to  prevail,  which  eftablifhes  an 
univerfal  peace.  This  world  would  be  an 
image  of  heaven,  if  all  men  were  charir 
table,  peaceable,  juft»  and  loving. 

We  are  required  alfo  to  be  content  in 
every  ftatc;  and  becaufe  Chriflianity  teach- 
eth  us  this  leflbn,  it  teacheth  us  to  be 
happy.  For  nothing  from  without  can 
make  us  miferable,  unlefs  we  join  our  own 
confedts  to  it,  and  entertain  it  as  an  enemy. 
And  this  precept  is  fo  ncceflary,  that  it  is 
not  more  a  duty,  than  a  rule  of  prudence  *, 
and  in  many  accidents  of  our  lives,  it  is 
the  only  cure  of  fadnefs.  For  it  is  certain 
that  no  providence,  lefs  than  divine,  can 
prevent  evil  and  crofs  accidents  :  But  that 
is  an  excellent  remedy  to  the  ?vil,  which 
Q^i|  makes 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fji  Eajnefs  afJieiigi<mf 

makes  our  deisres  comply  with  the  evanti 
and  fo  takes  out  the  fting  of  it. 

And  h?  that  in  the  fchdol  of  ChtiSi 
hath  learned  to  determine  his  defires  wbea 
his  needs  are  ferved^  ai)d  to  jodgie  of  his 
needs  by  the  proportions  of  nature^  hath 
nothing  wanting  towai:ds  ri^bes^  Vioe 
makes  n^en  poor^  and  doth  ill  endure  it. 
But  virtue  makes  even  poverty  rich  i  fot 
he  only  wants,  that  is  not  iktisficd.  And 
befides  that  Cbrift  hath  promifed  to  us  all 
things  needful,  (provided  we  do  our  du^) ; 
and  that  we  find  great  fecurities  and  reft 
from  care,  when  we  have  once  caft  our 
cares  upon  God,,  and  placed  our  hope^  in 
his  bofom;  beBdes  all  this^  the  temper-^ 
ancc;,  fobriety,  and  prudence  of  a  Chrif- 
tian,  is  a  great  income  j  and  by  not  de* 
fpifing  it,  a  fmall  revenue  accumulates  by 
degrees,  till  it  becomes  fu|Rcicnt  for  the 
purpofesof  ncceflity,  andjuftice,  andcha^ 
rity.  Whilft  vice  is  unwary,  prodigal,  and 
indifcrcet ;  throwing  away  great  revenues 
?is  tributes  to  intemperance  ^d  vanity* 

To  thefe  if  we  add,  that  virtue  is  hd^ 
mutable,  ajjfj'a  jgrew  advantage  to  a  fair 

reputation^ 
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repatatioD,  that  it  is  praiftd  by  them  that 
}ove  it  not,  that  it  is  honoured  even  by  dur 
followers  and  family  of  vice,  that  it  forcet^ 
glory  cat  of  (hame,  honour  ftota  coa^ 
tempt,  that  it  reconc9es  men  to  the  foun^ 
tain  ctf  honour,  the  almighty  God,  who  will 
hopour  them  that  honour  him ;  there  aro 
but  a  few  more  excellencies  in  the  world, 
to  make  up  the  catalogue  of  temporal  fdi^ 
fities* 

Akh  now.  Upon  the  ftrength  of  the(e 
premifes,  the  yoke  of  Chriftianity  muft 
needs  be  apprehended  to  be  light,  though 
it  had  in  it  more  preflure  than  it  hath« 
Because  lightness  or  heavinefs,  being  rela- 
tive terms,  are  to  be  eftimated  by  compa-r 
rifon  with  others. 

^  Chriftianity  is  far  eafier  than  the  yoke  v 

of  the  law  of  Mojes  $  not  only  becauie  it 
c6nit(l&  of  fewer  rites,,  but  alio  becaiiic; 
thofe  perfeding  and  excellent  graces, 
which  make  up  the  body  of  our  religion^ 
^re  rendered  eafy  by  God's  aififtiog,  and 
ihe  gifts  of  the  holy  Spirit. 

And 
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And  if  ,we  cprnpa^e  tbe  ftatepfCbrif' 
tianity  yfixhjini  this  whole  dlicourfe  is 
intended  to  r^prefept,  how  much  ps&tx 
it  is  to  be  a  Cbrifli^ni  than  a  vi}e  and 
wicked  perfon.  And  bjs  that  remembersi 
d^t  whatever  £^  allurements  may  be 
pretendc^>  as  invfUtiom  to  a  fin«  '4re  iiich 
falfe  apd  vini^tisfying  pretences^  (h^t  th^y. 
drive  a  man  to  repent  of  his  fpUy^  and  ex* 
pire  in  wearinefs  and  indignation ;  that  man 
muft  needs  confefs  himfelf  a  fool  for  doing 
ihatj  which  he  knows  will  make  him  £>rry 
that  ever  he  did  it. 

Sin  makes  a  man  a  coward>  and  in 
all  dangers  diflraSis  himi  affright^  and 
vifits  him  when  he  comes  to  die,  upbratdr 
ing  him  with  guilt,  and  threatening  him 
with  mifery. 

So  that  Chriftianity  is  the  eafieft  law, 
and  the  eafiefl  ftate;  it  is  more  perfed, 
and  leis  troublefome ;  it  brings  us  to  feli- 
city by  ways  proportionable,  and  leads  us 
to  reft  by  eafy  and  unperplexed  journeys. 

Thefe  confideratibns  therefore  may  be 
ufeful,  to  reconcile  our  religion  with  thofe 
pafiions  and  defires,  which  are  commonly 

made 
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made  the  inftruments  and  arguments  of 
fin. 

Henceforth  therefore  let  no  man  copi- 
plain,  that  the  commandnients  of  God  arc 
impoflible ;  for  they  are  not  only  poflible, 
but  eafy ;  and  they  that  fay  otherwife,  and 
do  accordingly,  take  more  pains  to  carry 
the  inftruments  of  their  own  death,  than 
would  ferve  to  afcertain  them  of  life* 
And  if  we  would  do  as  much  for  Chrift, 
c^s  we  have  done  for  fin  ;  we  fhould  find 
the  pains  lefs,  and  the  pleafure  more. 

And  therefore  fuch  complainers  are  with* 
out  cxcufe.  For  certain  it  is,  they  that 
can  go  in  foul  ways,  muft  not  fay  they  can-' 
not  walk  in  fair.  They  that  march  over 
rocks,  in  fpite  of  fo  many  impediments, 
can  travel  the  even  ways  of  religion  and 
peace;  when  Chrift  is  their  guide,  and  the 
holy  Spirit  is  their  guardian,  and  infinite  fe* 
licities  are  at  their  journey's  end,  and  all 
the  reafon  of  the  world  doth  entertain 
and  fupport  them  in  the  travail  of  the  paf- 
fagc. 
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SERMON     XIII. 

The  Miracles  of  the  Dlvitte  Merqr» 
[  Firom  Bilhop  TAvtoit's  Scnnoat.  ] 

P8ALM   IXXXvi.  g. 

76oti,  Lord^  art  good^  and  ready  tofar^ 
give  J  andplenteom  in  mercy  to  all  them 
that  call  upon  thee.  * 

MAN,  having  deftroyed  that  whidi 
God  deMghted  tf}»  that  is»  the 

beiauty  of  his  foul,  fell  into  an 
evil  portion ;  and»  being  feized  upon  by 
the  divine  juftice,  grew  miffcrable^  and 
condemned  to  an  incurable  forrow.  Adam^ 
being  driven  out  of  pkradife,  had  no  means 
ever  to  return  thither;  for 'God  was  hit 
enemy,  and  by  many  of  his  attributes  opi 
poffed  hrmfelf  againft  him.  God's  power 
was  drmed  againft  bim,  God's  knowledge 

3  was 
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ims  man*8  accufer»  his  feverity  w^  tlitJ 
judge^  and  liis  jf^^^lhe  executioner. 

But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  fadneffes^  God 
reiiiihbdred  a^pi^j^d  bi^  ovrft  cfdatu^t 
and  by  his  mercy  refcued  him  from  the 
hand  of  bis  pow^r,  and  the  fWord  of  his 
juftice,  and  the  guilt  of  his  puni(hment| 
and  p^aqed  iww  in  thgt  onter  of  good 
things  wherein  he  ought  to  have  ftood. 

It  was  nxc^-cyV^hftt  prefer ved  the  nobleft 
of -God's  creatures  here  below*  He  who 
flood  coridecpned  and  undone^  liiider  all 
the  other  attributes  of  God^  was  only 
faved  and  refcued  by  his  mercy ;  that  it 
may  be^  eyidjept,  that  God^nicrcjr  if  above 
all  his  wprliLiS^  and  above  all  ou^s^  greater 
^a  the  creation,  and  greater ;  than  our 
fins*.  As  is  his  niajeAy,  te  i$.hismercy» 
that  is,  without  mcafures  and  without 
irules  i  fitting  in  heaven^  and  filling  all  the 
World;  calling  for  a  duty,  that  be  may 
give  a  blefling;  making  man,  that  he  may 
iave  him;  puniihing  man,  that  he  may 
prefer ve  him.  And  God's  juflice  bowed 
down  to  his  mercy,   and  all  his  power 

pafled 
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paflfed  into  mercy^-afid  his  Jcnowleclge  dbiv^ 
verted  mto  care  and'watcfafulnefs  fbr  man's 
avail;  and  heaven  gave  its  influence  for 
man^  arid  rained  fhowers  for  our  food  and 
fuftenance ;  and  the  attributes  and  a£ts  of 
God  fat  at  the  foot  of  mercy^  and  all  that 
mercy  defeended  upon  the  head  of  num  : 
For  tbaui  L^rd^  art  good ^  and  ready  to  for* 
give,  and  plenteous  in  mercy  to  ail  tbetn 
that  call  upon  thee. 

'  But  for  him  that  confiders  God's  mer^ 
cieS)  and  dwells  a  while  in  that  depths  it 
is  hard  not  to  talk  confufedly^  and  without 
art  and  order  of  difcourfings*  St.  Peter 
fpoke  he  knew  not  what»  when  he  entered 
into  a  cloud  with  Chrift  upon  mount  Ta^^ 
bor^  though  it  pafied  over  him  like  the 
little  curtains  that  ride  upon  the  north 
wind>  and  pafs  between  the  fun  and  us. 
And  when  we  converfe  with  a  light  greater 
than  the  fun^  and  tafte  a  fweetnefs  more 
delicious  than  the  dew  of  heaven^  and  \xk 
oar  thoughts  entertain  the  raviihments  and 
harmony  of  that  atonement  which  recon- 
eSci  God  to  man^  and  aiaa  to  felicity^  it 
:     ^  will 
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wilinotbevvoQderedit^  ii^webeli^pe<^^ 
fims  thtC  admire  mucli^  and  &y  but  jlittle  s 
and  indeed  we  can  beft  confeft  the  gk>rifi» 
of  the  Lord,  by  dazzled  eye8>  and  a  £m:^ 
tering  tongue,  and  a  heart  overcharged  With 
die  miracles  of  dris  infinity. 

But  becauie  the  fiibje€kleads  us  to  Q)eak 
ef  the  divine  nurcies,  that  »,  as  it  werie^t 
to  tell  the  dro|>6  of  the  ocean,  and  to  (pan 
the  meafures  of  infinity^  we  mud  do  it  by 
the  great  fines  of  revelation  wd  experietice^ 
and  tdl  concernii^  God's  mercy  as  we  do 
concerning  God  himiblf^  that  he  as  that 
great  fonntain  of  which  we  all  drink,  tbtf 
great  rock  by  which  we  are  all  fbilamed^ 
on  which  we  dwefi,  and  under  whoie  flia^ 
dow  we  are  dt  refi'elhed.  God's  oaercy  is 
•all  this  i  but  we  can^  only  redcon  of  it  by 
what  we  feel  and  iee;  And  though  there 
be  in  every  one  of  the£b  mercies^  enough 
to  engage  us  for  ever  to  do  God  fbrvice^ 
and  to  give  him  praifesi  yet  it  ia-cdrtaioi 
there  are  very  many  mercies  of  God  upon 
us,  and  towards  «rs,  and  cencemiog  us, 
which  we  neidber  feel  not  iee,  nor  uoikrr 

ftand 
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fiand  88  yet  j  hat  yet  we  are  blofled  l^ 
thera»  ami  are  preferved  and  fecurei  and 
weihall  then  koaw  tbem>  when  we  com^ 
to  give  Ood  thanks  in  the  feftivities  of 
f  tcrnal  joy. 

But  that  We  ihajr  confine  obr  thptigfatd 
kito  fome  orders  m  treating  upon  this  fub-* 
jeA ;  let  this  I^  ranfidered  in  the 

ift  Place>  That  mercy,  being,  an  etiia-t 
natiQn  of  the  divine  goodqefs  upon  usi 
/uppqfetb  us  and  found  us  miferabh^ 

In  this  accpunt,  concerning  the  mercies 
of  God^  we  are  not  to  reckon  the  miracles 
and  graces  of  the  creation^  or  any  thing  of 
ihe  nature  of  man  j  nor  tell  how  great  an 
en4c^0e^  God  pa0ed  upoa  us,  that  he 
IB^de  us  meni  capable  of  felicity^  fitted 
with  inftruments  of  difcourfe  and  reafon^ 
of  ^edions  and  defires>  of  notions  of  fenfe 
4U3d  refl6i3:iQns  upon  that  fenfe,  that  we 
were  not  made  beails,  or  worms,  or  fer-* 
pents.  Our  excellent  bodies  and  ufefdi 
£u:DljUes,  the  upright  mqtion  and  the  te«^ 
4sm4pus  h^di  the  fair  ajp^petites  and  pro^ 

Vol.  IV.  K  portioned 
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pbrtioAed  fatisfadtoos,  our  fpeech  and  our 
perceptions^  our  a^  of  lif^  the  rare  in* 
vention  of  letters^  and  the  ufe  of  i^riting 
or  fpeaking  at  a  diftance^  the  intervals  of 
reft  and  labour,  (either  of  which,  if  they 
were  perpetual,  would  be  intolerable),  the 
needs  of  nature  and  the  provifions  of  pro- 
vidence, fleep  and  bufioefs,  refre(hment| 
of  the  body  and  entertainments  of  the  foul, 
— Thefe  are  to  be  reckoned  as  ads  oibountf 
rather  than  mercy  ;  God  gave  us  thefe 
when  he  made  us,  and  before  we  needed 
mercy ;  thefe  were  portions  of  our  nature, 
or  provided  to  fupply  our  confequent  ne- 
ceflities :  But  when  we  forfeited  all  God's 
favour  by  our  fios  j  then,  •  that  they  were 
continued  or  reftored  to  us  became  a  w^rry* 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  reckoned  upon 
this  new  account. 

For  it  was  an  extraordinary  mercy,  that 
we  were  fufFered  to  live  at  all,  or  that  the 
anger  of  God  did  pera)it  to  us  one  blefiing, 
or  that  he  did  puniih  us  fo  gently :  But 
when  this  anger  ils  turned  into  kindnefs, 
and  thi&  puniibment  into  bkiling,  thefe 

are 
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ite  ftcps  of  a  mighty  favour,  and  rddemi)-- 
tion  from  our  fin.  And  the  returning  back 
our  own  goods  to  us  in  this  cafe,  is  a  gift« 
fWeetened  by  the  ipprehenfions  of  the  ca- 
lamity we  had  to  fear. 

And  thus  it  was  that  God  puni(hed  man» 
dnd  vifited  the  (in  of  our  fir(l  parents  upon 
their  poflcrity.  He  threatened  that  we 
(hould  die,  and  fo  we  do>  but  not  fb  as  W6 
deferve.  We  wait  for  death,  and  ftand  fen- 
tenced,  and  are  daily  fummoned  by  lick-* 
liefies  ^nd  uneafineiTes }  and  every  day  is  di 
new  reprieve,  and  brings  a  new  favour, 
certain  as  the  revolution  of  the  fun  lipoil 
that  day ;  and  at  lafl,  when  we  muft  die 
by  the  irreverfible  decree,  that  death  is 
changed  into  a  fleep,  and  that  fleep  is  in 
the  bofom  of  Chrlft,  and  there  dwells  all 
peace  and  fecurity,  and  it  (hall  pa{$  forth 
into  glories  and  felicities*  We  looked  for 
a  judge,  and  behold  an  advocate  j  we  laid 
down  in  forrow,  and  fllall  rife  in  joy*. 

And  that  is  the  firft  confideration :  All 
the  bounties  of  the  creation  became  mer- 
cies to  us>  when  God  continued  them  fo 
R  2  us» 
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us,  and  reftorcd  them  after  tlwy  were  for- 
feited*   But> 

odly.  As  a  circle  be^ns  every  where, 
and  ends  no  where,,  fo  do  the  mercies  of 
God>  after  all  this  huge  progrefs,  pow  it 
began  anew :  God  is  go^  and  gracious ; 
and  God  is  ready  to  forgave.    Now  that  he 
had  once  more  made  us  capable  of  mer* 
eies,  God  had  what  he  defired,  and  what 
he  could  rejoice  in,  fomething  upon  which 
he  might  pour  forth  his  mercies.     God 
made  us  capable  of  one  £>rt  of  his  mer* 
cies,  and  we  made  ourfelves  capable  of 
another.    God  is  good  and  graciow^  that 
is,  defirous  to  give  great  gifts ;  And  of  this 
God  niade  us  receptive,  firft,  by  giving  u» 
natural  poffibilities,  that  is,  by  giving  thofe 
gifts  he  made  us  capable  of  mOre;   and 
next,  by  reftoring  us  to  h^s  favour,  that  he 
might  not  by  our  provocations  be  hindered 
from  pouring  down  his  mercies  upon  us. 
But  God  is  alfo  re^dy  to  forgive:  And  of 
this  kind  of  mercy  we  unhappily  made 
ourfelves  capable,  even  by  not  deferving  it. 
3  Our 
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Oar  fin  made  way  for  his  grace,  and  our 
{iifirmities  called  upon  his  pity;  and  be- 
taufe  we  finned,  we  became  mifcrable; 
and  bfecaufe  we  were  miferable,  we  be- 
came pitiable;  and  this  opened  the  other 
treafiifc  of  his  mercy ;  that  becaufe  our  fin 
abounds,  his  grace  may  much  more  a- 
fcouhdV  ^ 

3dly,  The  next  order  of  divine  mercies 
that'  f  /hall  remark,  is  alfo  an  improve- 
tocnt  of  our  nature,  orotherwife  beneficial 
to  It':  Tor  whereas  our  conftitution  is 
vrtdk,  our  fouls  apt  to  be  hindered  in  their 
operations,  our  bodies  fubjed;  to  imperfec- 
tion, td  forrows  and  evil  accidents;  God 
hath  in  his  infinite  mercy  provided  for 
every  condition  extraordinary  fupplies  of 
comfort  and  ufefulnefs,  to  make  recom- 
pience,  and  fometimes  with  an  over-run- 
ning proportion,  for  thofe  natural  defed:s, 
which  were  apt  to  ,n>ake  our  perfons  other- 
ivife  eon  temp  tible,  and  oijr  condition  in- 
tolerable, 

God  gin/'te  to  blind  men  better  nie'mo- 

fu^Sp    He  that  wants  one  eye,  hath  the 

R  3  force 
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force  tnA  vigoroufneTs  of  both  united  ia 
that  which  is  left*  And  whenever  any 
nun  is  afflided  with  forrowi  hi$  reafon 
and  his  religion^  himfelf  and  all  his  friend^^ 
perfons  that  are  civil  and  perfons  th^t  are 
obliged^  run  in  to  comfort  hint:  ipind  he 
jliay,  if  be  will  obferve  wifely,  find  fp 
many  circumftances  of  eafe  and  remiilxon^ 
fo  many  defigns  of  providence  and  Audied 
favours,  fucb  contrivances  of  collateral  ad- 
vantage^ and  certain  referves  of  fubilantial 
and  proper  comfort^  that,  in  the  whole 
fum  of  affairs,  it  often  happens,  that  a 
fingle  Crofs  is  a  double  blefTing,  and  that 
(even  in  a  temporal  fenfe)  it  is  better  to  go 
to  the  houfe  of  oiourning  than  of  joys  and 
feftivity. 

The  affliftlon  of  poverty  is  oftentimes 
better,  than  the  prpfperity  of  a  great  and 
tempting  fortpnCt  pyjJUqm  dwells^  fre^ 
Quently  in  a  ipean  and  low  eftate,  in  re^ 
Vired  thoughts,  and  under  an  humble  roof, 
And  is  it  not  generally  true,  th^tjcknefs 
itfelf  is  attended  and  recompenfed  with  rer 
Jigion  ^ud  holy  thoughts,  with  pious  refo-^ 

}uUQfl8 
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hitions  and  penitential  prayers/ Avith  re- 
turns to  God  and  to  fober  counfels  ? 

And  if  this  be  true,  that  God  fends  for* 
row  to  cure^fin,  and  afflidion  be  the  hand-^ 
maid  to  grace ;  it  is  alfo  certain,  that  every 
fad  contingency  in  natureds  doubly  recom- 
pcpfed  with  the  advantages  of  religion, 
befides  thofe  intervening  refreChments 
which  cherish  and  fupport  the  fprrit.  I 
fhall  need,  to  inftance  but  once  more  in  thk 
particular. 

God  hath  fent  tio  greater  evil  into  the 

world,;  than  that  in  thefweat  of  our  browt 

wejhall  eat  bread.    But  fee  how  God  hath 

outdone  his  tfwn  anger,  and  defeated  the 

purpofes  of  his  wrath,  by  the  overflowings 

of  his  mercy ;  for  this  labour  and  fweat  of 

our  brows  is  fo  far  from  being  a  curfe^ 

that  without  it  our  very  bread  would  not 

be  fo  great  a  bleffing.    It  is  labour  that 

makes  an  humble  fare  to  be  relifhing  and 

pleafant.    If  it  were  not  for  labour,  men 

could  neither  eat  with  fo  good  an  appetite, 

nor  deep  fo  foundly,  nor  be  fo  healthful 

nor  fo  ufeful,  fo  ftrong  nor  fo  patient,  (b 

R  4  noble 
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noble  nor  &i  untem^ted;  And  as  Qocl 
hath  made  us  beholden  tD  kboar.  Sot  dio 
puTcfaa&  of  many-  good  ihiflgs;  io  the 
thing:  itfe)f  owes  to  labour  ipflaiydegree9  oC 
Its  worth*  and  value.  A9d:theE$for«{l^p94  * 
not  reckon,  that,  besides  theic  adtnAtages^ 
^e  merpies  of  Qod  bayeibund  out  |>roper 
{iod  natural  remediM.for  teboiir ;  -ni^ts  td 
cure  the  fweat  of  t^e  diy»  Ifeep  t6.«afe  dur 
Witchfalners>  reft.td  alleviate  our  burdeni^ 
and  days  of  religion  to  procure  obr  rcftf 
4Ad  things  are  fb  ordered*  th^t  kbotic  is 
4>ecome  a  duty,  and  an  ^^  of  riaarfj/f  vif j' 
tues,  and  is  not  fo  apt  to  tiirtj  into  (in  «s 
thp  .contrary  to  it. }  and  is  therefore  ntcef^ 
^ry,.not  only  becaufe  we  need  it  for  nsakr 
ing  provifion  for  our  life,  but  even  to  eafe 
(asi  it  werej  the.  labour  of  our  reftj  theos 
being  no  greater  tpdioufnefsof  fpiX;it  in  the 
-world,  than  .want  of  employment,  afld-w 
pnaaive  life :  and  thela;^y  ip^n  is  no^oqjy 
unprofitable,  but  alfo  accurfed,  and  he 
groans  under  the  lo^d  of  his  tiojei.  whic^ 
jt%  paiTes  over  the  ad^ive  man,  light  as  ^ 
jiream  J  whilft  the  unemployed  is  a  difeafe, 
jjpd  like  a  long  fleeplefs  night  unto  himfclf, 

and 
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^  a  Idail  ikitb  his  ebuibtry;    And  tiiere« 
lore  dhhough  in  this  ^rticuUr,  God  hath 

been  fo  merciful  in  the  inflidion,  that  from 
the  fharpnefs  of  the  curfe  a  very  great  part 
of  mankind  are  freed,  and  there  are  num- 
bers of  people,  good  and  bad,  who  do  not 
eat  their  bread  in  the  fweat  of  their  brows  i 
yet  this  is  but  an  over-running  and  an  ex- 
cefs  of  the  divine  mercy*  God  did  more 
for  us  than  we  did  abfolutely  need  5  for  he 
hath  fo  difpofed  of  the  circumftances  of 
this  curfe,  that  man's  affedtions  are  fo  re- 
tonciled  to  it  that  they  defire  it,  and  are 
Relighted  in  it;  ^nd  fo  the  ^nger  of  God 
•is  ended  in  loving-kindnefs,  and  the  drop 
of  water  is  loft  in  the  full  cup  of  the  wine, 
5nd  the  curfe  is  gone  out  into  a  multiplied 
bleffing."^  •  -•     :  -  ■  ,     '' 


-  4lh!y>  Another  inftahce  of  this  dime 
%«rcj^  Ssi  that  not  only  in  nature,  but'iti 
f^ifingency  and  ettiergeiSt  events  -of  pn)- 
VidteMe^'  God  maices  ecihpenfation  t6  u$ 
foT  d&ihieevitt  of  chatice  and  hoflilities  6f 
flicttdent)  ^and  Mkgs  gi^od  out  of  evil\ 
l^hld)  i*  the  tfkimph  that  mcJ-cy  rtiaketh 
pverjuftice. 

God 
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.  .Gad  fufFcrcd^Jij^  to  be  ipIiJ.a  boad- 
flave  imp  Egypt  j  bjif  it  w^s  tO/j^rocaK  a 
gijeatcr  bicfling  to  hijpfelf  and  h^  faintly. 
Duvid  would  hgve  jb^ecn  mifciaW?,  unb^ 
he  bad  been  afRidted-*  He  undcrftood  it 
welU  wh^a  be.fa3d#.  //  is  gockdfor  me  that 
I b^iv^  b^e/i  affliSUd^      a?  .  I    .    !j  . 

Tbciy  who  love  to  recomitjhe. mercies 
of  ^the  Lord,  ^  caruwt ;  but  have  rdbifcrwea, 
that  he  delights  to  be  idefcribed.by  fuch 
ei^preiliQD^K  aa  ndaie  to:  miferaf^Ie  aod  af- 
flifted  pcrfons ;  HtU'dl&efatAer.qfthefa^ 
^k^kfh.  and  iMt  ({'Hn&r:  of  \tht  midm>s 
cauff'yh^flanckfh  4t  ftfft.rigbt  bdnd^tbe 
poor^  .Jo  Jav£  ^bisr  -Jpf4  f^ism  i4nrigkitQm 
judgef;^  ai^d  bejs  mtb  f4S  in  tribuiatimj 
And  upoo  this  grpund,  let  us  account  whe^ 
ther  mercy  be  not  the  greater  ingreflient 
in  that  death  and  deprivation,  when  we 
lofe  a  parent,  and  ge|  Qod  tpbppjiir  fa- 
ther ^  and  when  9^^  vyeaH  arii)  of  $9^ 
will  not  fupport  u?,  ;God  beRpmes  our  pa- 
tron and  guide,  our  advocate  and  (|eferuief. 
And  if  in  our  greateft  mifery,  God'3  mercy 
is  fo  CQnfpicup\js  J  what  can  ,wp  fuppofe 
him  to  be  in  the  endeaffnei^t  pf^hj^  lovipg- 
kindricfs  ? 

In 
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In  fhprt;   God  intdide  every  accident 
ihouldminifter  to  virtue,  and  every  virtue 
is  the  parent  and  the  nurfe  of  joy,  and 
both  of  ihe(|i  the  offspring  of  the  divine 
goodnefs.    And:  therefore  if  our  forrows 
do  not  pai^  into  comforts^  it  is  befides 
God's  intention ;  it  is  becaoiewe  will  not 
comply  with  the  ad  of  that  mercy  which 
.would  f^e  us  by  aH  means  and  by  all  va^ 
rietics,  by  health,  and  by  ficknefs,  by  the 
)i£e  and  by  thedeath  of  our  deareft  friends^ 
by  what  we  chufe  and  by  what  we  fear ; 
that  as  Cod's  pfovidedce  rules  over  all 
chances^  of  things,  and  all  deligns  of  men, 
fo  his  mercy  may  rule  over  all  his  pronr 
dence» 

jthly,  God  having  by  thefe  means  fc- 
cured  us  from  the  evils  of  nature  and  con«» 
tingcncies,  and  reprcfented  himfclf  to  be 
our  father,  which  is  the  great  endearment 
and  expreilion  of  a  natural^  unalterable, 
and  effential  kindnefs;  he  next  makes  pro* 
yifion  for  us  (o  Jupply  aU  tbqfe  necejfities 
nx^bick  httftfelf  batb  made.  Even  to  make 
thofe  nepeffities  and  defires  was  a  gre^t  inr^ 
(laoce  of  mercy ;  for  the  reliih  is  not  in 

th^ 
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Hjfi,  things  theraiclvbs  tfa^t  we  ibnjoy/but 
in  our  appetites  coticermng  them; '  But 
lhen»  diat  thofedefiYesatf^fo  pnk)yidedfor 
by  nature  ahd  art^  by  ofdinMry  and  ektrav 
ordinary^,  by. .  fbrei}ght  and  contingency, 
itftcording  to  neceility  and  ^p  tb  conV^ 
jiiency^  until  we  arrive  at  abundknce/  is  % 
^loiig  chain  of. mercies  reaching  fVom  hea^ 
i^ifxi  to  earth.  IzvgstzVL  the  earth  our  or- 
irbard  and  our  granary,  our  vineyard  and 
^ur  gatdtn  of  pleafure }  and  the  f^ce  bf  the 
4ea  is  our  traffic^  and  the  bowdi  of  the  k^ 
itftorehoujfe  of  fi(h  to  feed  ds^  s^d  all  the 
Suet  of  heaven  is  a  rep6fit<?^jr  '6f  fruitful 
^owprsabd  refreihnients/    \       *• 

And  when  God  made  provifion  for  hfs 
other  creatures,  he  gave  it  to  them  of  one 
kind,  and  with  Variety  no  grtit^r  than  the 
^changes  of  day  and  nighty  6he  devouring 
the  other,  or  fitting  down  with  his  draught 
^  l^ood,  or  walking  upon  his  portion  of 
grafe:  But  man  hath  for  his  food  all  the 
food  of  beafts,  and  all  the  hearts  them- 
felvcs  that  are  fit  for  food,  and  the  dew  of 
heaven,  and  the  fatnefs  of  the  earth.  It  is 
an  infinite  variety  of  mcaf|  with  which 

God 
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Gpd  ^rpiihjefi  Qi»t  the  tftbk  of  miuikioi. 
Ami  hi3  bounty  dotb-not  only  furniih  tho 
table  of  \\m  rich,  but  beihsitb  made  prod^H 
iion  alfo  for  the  pooreft  periima;  fo  that  if 
they  can  but  rule  their  defires,  they  (hall 
have  their  t^es  furniibecL  Are  dot  all 
the  mei;  and  women  in  the  world  provided 
for,  aod  fed, and cloathed,  till  they  die?  Apd 
was  it  not  always  fo  from  the  firft  piornipg 
of  the  creation  ?  And  that  any  perfon  is 
flarved  to  death,  is  a  contingency  extreme^ 
ly  rare,  and  feldom  happens  without  the 
peribn*s  own  default,  =  The  poor  man  peed 
not  to  be  troubled,  that  he  is  to  expert  his 
daily  portion  after  the  fun  is  up;  for  he 
hath  found  to  this  day  that  he  was  not  de- 
ceived; and  then  he  may  rejoice,  becaufc 
he  fees  by  an  efFedive  proof,  that  God, 
upon  his  own  honeft  endeavours,  hath  en- 
gaged, every  day  to  fend  him  proviiions  of 
meat  and  drink. 

And  is  it  not  a  great  thing,  that  God 
hath  made  fuch  extraordinary  proviiions 
for  our  health  f  fuch  infinite  differences  of 
herbs,  and  plants,  and  minerals;  and  hath 
difcovered  the  fccrcts  of  their  nature,  by 

mere 
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mere  chaDce^  or  by  inTpiratbn  ?  either  of 
v^bich,  is  a  miracle  of  providence^  fecret 
to  U89  but  ordered  by  certain  and  regular 
decrees  of  heaven. 

6thly»  But  becaufe  fuch  is  the  bounty  <£ 
God^  that  he  hath  provided  a  better  lift 
for  the  inheritance  of  man ;  if  God  is  fb 
merciful  in  making  fair  provifion  for  our 
lefs  noble  part,  we  may  expedt  that  the 
ttiercy  of  God  will  mudi  more  take  care, 
to  iccurc  to  us  his  defigncd  bounty,  in  or- 
der to  our  eternal  inheritance. 

And  here  I  confider,  that  it  Is  an  infinite 
mercy  of  the  almighty  Father  of  mercies, 
that  he  hath  appointed  to  us  fuch  a  reli^ 
gion,  as  leads  us  to  a  huge  felicity  by  its 
own  natural  tendency.  The  religion  of  a 
Chriftian  is  the  greateft  fecurity,  and  the 
moll  certain  inftrument,  of  making  a  ma9 
eafy  in  this  world>  and  beloved  by  all  man* 
kind. 

The  whole  religion  of  a  Chriftiant  as  it 
relates  to  others,  is  nothing  but  joftice  and 
mercy,  which  are  the  certain  parents  of 
peace  and  benefit*    And  upon  ^is  fuppo- 

fitjog^ 
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fition,  what'  evil  caq  come  to  a  ju(^  and 
mercifuU  to  aJkind  and  ufeful  perfon  ?  For 
the  firft  commifnon  of  evil  was  upon  the 
ftock  of  injaftice.  He  that  kills  may  be 
killed;  and  he  that  doth  injury^  may  have 
injury  done  to  him.  He  that  invades  an- 
other man's  right,  muft  venture  the  lois  of 
his  own.  Laws  and  judges,  private  and 
publick  judicatures,  racks  aiKi  gibbets, 
were  made,  not  for  the  righteous,  but  for 
the  unjuft.  All  which  would  be  needlefs, 
if  men  did  do  as  they  would  willingly 
fufFer. 

And  becaufe  there  is  no  evil  that  can 
befal  a  jufl  man,  unlefs  it  comes  by  injury 
and  violence;  our  religion  hath  made  as 
good  provifion  againft  that  alfo,  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing  will  fufFer.    For  by  pa- 
tience we  are  reconciled  to  the  fufferance, 
and  by  hope  and  faith  we  fee  a  certain  con- 
fequcnt  reward;   and  by  praying  for  the 
perfecuting  man,  we  are  cured  of  all  the 
evil  of  the  mind,  the  envy  and  the  fretful- 
neCs  that  ufes  to  gall  the  troubled  aqd  re- 
dding pqrfon.    And  when  we  turn  all  the 
paflion  into  charity,  and  God  turns  all  the 
3  fufFering 
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ib0^cr|ag  ifltQ  rewardt  diere  remains  no# 
thing  that  is  wry  fbrmkiable. 

3o  t)i9l  our  religion  obt^peth  us  to  &di 
duties^  as  prevent  all  evHs  that  faappcm 
)aftly  to  men*  And  for  the  evils  that  artf 
unavioidabk  and  come  by  violence;  the 
graces  of  this  dlTcipline  turn  them  mto 
virtues  and  rewards»  and  make  thrai^  that 
in  their  event  they  are  defirable>  and  in  the 
fuffering  they  are  very  tolerable* 

And  thus  God's  mercies  are  over  all  his 
vvorks :  For  thou^  Lord,  art  good^  and 
ready  to  for  give 9  and  plenteous  in  mercy  to 
aUtbem  that  call  upon  tbec^ 
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SERMON    XIV. 

The  Chriftian  Life  a  State  of  Suffering.^ 
[From  Bifliop  Taylor^s  Sd'mohs.J 

I  PETER  iv.  17^  18. 

T6e  Utile  is  come^  that  judgement  tnufl  be^ 
gin  at  the  houfe  of  God:  and  if  itfrjt 
begin  at  us,  ixfhatjhall  the  end  be  oftheni 
that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  God? 

And  if  the  righteous  fcarcely  be  favedf 
where  Jhall  the  ungodly  and  the  Jinner 
appear  ? 

TH  E  apoftle  is  fpeaking  here  of  d 
ftate  of  fufFering  ^  and  forewarns 
the  followers  of  Ghrift>  that  they 
moft  cxpecft  to  have  their  (hare  of  the  ca-^ 
lamities  of  this  world.  But  the  wicked 
2lDd  difbbedient  are  by  no  means  exempted. 
And  Chriftians  have  many  things  to  fup-* 
port  them  under  affli<ftions,  of  which  the 
ungodly  are  utterly  deftitute. 
Vol.  IV.  S  Beloved, 
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Beloved,  fays  he,  think  it  not  ftran^ 
concerning  the  fiery  trial,  which  is  to  tr/ 
you,  as  though  fome  ftrange  thing  happened 
unto  you  :  but  rejoice,  forafmuch  as  ye  txre 
partakers  of  Chriffsfufferings ;  that  when 
bis  glory  Jhall  be  revealed,  ye  may  be  glad 
alfo  with  exceeding  joy.  If  ye  be  re- 
proached for  the  name  of  Chriji,  happy  are 
ye.  But  let  none  of  you  fuffer  as  an  evil 
doer^  But  if  any  man  fuffer  as  a  Chrif- 
tian,  let  him  not  be  ajhamed,  but  let  bint 
ghrify  God  in  this  behalf  *'  For  the  time 
*•  is  come,  that  judgement  mufi  begin  at  the 
**  houfe  of  God:  and  if  itjirji  begin  at  us, 
•*  what  fhall  the  end  be  of  them  that  obey. 
"  not  the  gofpel  of  God  ?  And  if  the  righ- 
^*  teous  fcarccly  be  faved,'*  (be  fafe,  or 
exempt,  from  troubles  and  afflidtions)^ 
**  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  Jinnef 
•*  appear  V  Wherefore,  as  he  concludes, 
let  them  that  fuffer  according  to  the  will  of 
Gody  commit  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  ta 
him  in  well  doing,  as  unto  a  faithful 
Creator. 

^he  time  is  come,  that  judgement  mi^Jl 
begin  at  the  houfe  of  God-^— 

3  So 
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So  long  as  the  world  lived  by  fehfe  and 
the  difcourfes  of  natural  reafon  only,  which 
were  abated  with  human  infirmities,  and 
not  affifted  by  divine  revelation  1  fo  long^ 
men  took  their  accounts  of  good  and  evil, 
by  their  being  profperous  or  unfortunate* 
And  amongft  the  bafef):  and  moft  ignorant 
of  men,  that  only  was  accounted  honeft, 
which  was  profitable  j  and  he  only  wife, 
that  was  rich ;  and  thofe  men  beloved  of 
God,  who  received  from  him  all  that 
might  fatisfy  their  pride,  their  ambition, 
or  their  revenge. 

But  becaufe  God  fent  wife  men  into  the 
world,  and  they  were  treated  rudely  by 
the  world,  and  exercifed  with  evil  ac- 
cidents, and  this  feemed  fo  great  a  dif-- 
couragement  to  virtue,  that  even  thefe 
wife  men  were  more  troubled  to  reconcile 
virtue  and  mifcry,  than  to  reconcile  their 
affections  to  the  fufferingj  God  was  there- 
fore pleafed  to  enlighten  their  reafon  with 
a  little  beam  of  faith,  or  elfe  heightened 
their  reafon  by  wifer  principles  than  thofe 
of  vulgar  underftandings,  and  taught  them 
to  look  beyond  the  cloud,  and  behold 
S  2  thofe 
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thpfe  glories  which  they  could  not  attain 
tobutbypaffing  through  that  cloud,  and 
being  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and 
thp.watiirs  of  affliiftion. 
♦  And  according  as  the  world  grew  more 
enlightened  by  faith,  fo  it  grew  more  dark 
with  mourning  and  forrow&  :  God  ibme- 
times  fent  a  light  of  fire,  and  a  pillar  of  a 
qloud,  and  th^  bri^tnefs  of  ^n  angeU  to 
guide  hift  people  through  their  portion  of 
fbrrows,  and  to  lead  them  through  trou- 
bles to  reft*    But  as  the  fun  of  righteouf- 
nefs  approached  towards  the  chambers  of 
the  cafti  and  fent  the  harbingers  of  light 
piercing  through  the  curtains  of  the  night; 
and   leading   on    the  day  of  <faith    and 
brighteft  revelation;  fo  God  fent  degrees 
of  trouble  upon  wife  and  good  men,  tha* 
now,  in  the  fame  degree  in  which  the 
world  lives  by  faith  and  not  by  fcnfe,  in 
the  fame  degree  they  might  be  able  to 
live  in  virtue,    even  while  they  lived  in 
trouble:  That  i&  tqfay,  God  firft  enter- 
tained  their   fexvices, '  'and  allured    and 
prompted  on  the  infirmitW  df  the  infant 
world  by  temporal  profpecity  i  But  byde- 
.   .  grccs 
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grees  changed  his  method^  and  as  men 
grew  ftronger  in  the  knowledge  of  God 
and  the  expectations  of  heaven^  fo  they 
grew  weaker  in  their  fortunes,  more  af- 
flicted in  their  bodies,  more  abated  in  their 
expei^ations,  more  fubjedt  to  their  ene- 
mies, and  were  to  endure  the  contradic- 
tion of  finners,  and  the  fharpnefles  of  pro- 
vidence and  the  divine  adminiftration. 

Fir  ft,  ^dam  was  placed  in  a  garden  of 
health  and  pleafure ;  from  which  when  he 
fell,  he  entered  into  the  covenant  of  na- 
tural forrows,  unto  which  he  and  his  po- 
fterity  fuc^eeded  until  the  days  of  Noah* 
But  in  all  that  period,  they  had  the  whole 
wealth  of  the  earth  before  them ;  they 
needed  not  to  fight  for  empires,  or  places 
for  their  cattle  to  graze  in^  they  lived 
long,  and  felt  no  want,  no  flavery,  no  ty- 
ranny, no  war;  and  the  evils  that  hap* 
pencd  were  fingle,  peifonal,  and  natural. 
And  fo  long,  their  profperity  was  juft  as 
was  their  virtue  i  becaufe  it  was  a  natural 
inftrumcnt  towards  all  that  which  they 
knew  Qf  happinefs. 

S3  But 
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But  this  publick  eafe  and  quietnefs  of 
the  world  turned  into  fin ;  and  unlefs  God 
did  compel  men  to  do  themfelves  good,  . 
they  would  do  themfelves  hurt.   And  then 
God  broke  in  upon  them  with  zjloodi 
and  deflroyed  that    generation,   that  he 
niight  begin  the  government  of  the  world 
upon  a  new  flock,  and  bind  virtue  upon 
men's  fpirits  by  new  obligations,  endeared 
to  them  by  new  hopes  and  fears.    Theq 
God  made  new  laws,  and  gave  to  princes 
the  power  of  the  fword,  and  men  might 
be  punifhed  to  death  in  certain  cafes,  and 
man's  life  was  fhortened,  and  flavery  was 
brought  into  the  world.    And  then  war 
began,  and  evil§  multiplied  upon  the  fage 
of  the  earth  J  in  which  it  is  naturally  cer- 
tain, that  they  who  w?re  pioft  violent  and 
injurious  prevailed  upop  the  weaker  and 
more  innocent  j   and  every  tyranny  that 
began  from  Nimrod  to  this  day,  and  every 
ufurper,  was  a  peculiar  argument  to  fhew, 
that  God  began  to  teach  the  world  virtue 
by  fufFering ;  and  that  therefore  he  fuffered 
tyrannies   and  ufurpations  to  be  in  the 
world,    and  to  be  profperous,   and    the 

rights 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Serm.  XIV.    a  State  of  Suffering.       aS^ 

rights  of  men  to  be  fnatched  away  from 
their  owners,  that  the  world  might  be 
eflablifhed  in  fettled  governments^  and  the 
fuiFerers  be  taught  all  the  paflive  virtues 
of  the  foul.  For  fo  God  brings  good  out 
of  evil,  turning  tyranny  into  the  benefits 
of  government,  and  violence  into  virtue, 
and  fufFerings  into  rewards.  And  this  was 
the  fecond  change  of  the  world :  Perfonal 
miferies  were  brought  in  upon  Adam  and 
his  pofterity,  as  a  punifhment  of  fin  in 
the  firft  period ;  and  in  the  fecond,  pub- 
lick  evils  were  brought  in  by  tyrants  and 
ufurpers,  and  God  fuflFered  them  as  the 
firft  elements  of  virtue,  men  being  juft 
newly  put  to  fchool  (as  it  were)  to  in- 
fant fufFerings.  But  all  this  was  not 
much. 

Chrift's  line  was  not  yet  drawn  forth ; 
it  began  not  to  appear  from  what  family 
the  King  of  fufFerings  {hould  defcend,  till 
Abrahams  time ;  and  therefore  till  then, 
there  were  no  greater  fufFerings  than  what 
I  have  now  reckoned.  But  when  Abra- 
ham's family  was  chofen  from  among  the 
fjiany  nations,  and  began  to  belong  to  God 
S4'  ^  by 
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by  a  fpccial  right,  and  he  was  defigwd  td 
be  the  father  of  the  Meffiali;  then  God 
found  out  a  new  way  to  try  him,  even  with 
a  found  afflidtion,  commanding  him  tp 
pfFer  his  fon  Ifaac  j  but  this  was  not  ac- 
cepted, and  being  intended  by  Abraham^ 
was  not  intended  by  God.  For  this  was 
a  type  of  Chrift,  and  therefore  was  alfo 
Ipxxl  a  type  of  fufFerings. 

And  excepting  the  fufFerings  of  the  old 
periods,  and  the  fufFerings  of  nature,  and 
accidents,  we  fee  no  change  made  for  a 
long  time  after  5  but  God,   having  efta- 
bh(hed  a  law  in  Abraham's  family,  did 
build  it  upon  promifes  of  health,    and 
peace,  and  vidlory,  and  plenty,  and  riches } 
and  fo  long  as  they  did  not  prevaricate 
from  the  law  of  their  God,  fo  long  they 
were  profperous.    But  God  kept  a  rem^ 
nant  of  Canaanites  in  the  land,  like  a  rod 
held  over  them,  to  vex  or  to  chaftife  then^ 
into  obedience ;  in  which  while  they  pcr- 
fevered,  nothing  could  hurt  them.    And 
that  faying  of  David  needs  no  other  fenfc 
but  the  letter  of  its  own  expreffion,  J  have 
keen  youngs  and  now  am  old^   and  yet  J 
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faw  never  the  rightems  forfakehy  nor  bis 
feed  begging  their  bread.    The  godly  ge- 
nerally were  profpcrous,  and  a  good  caufe 
feldonx  had  an  ill  end^  and  a  good  man 
never  died  an  ill  deaths  till  the  law  had 
fpent  avgreat  part  of  its  time,  and  itde- 
fcended  towards  its  declenfion  and  period, 
^ut  that  the  great  Prince  of  fqfFerings 
might  not  appear  upon  his  ftage  of  tra- 
gedies, without  fome  forerunners  of  for- 
row;  God  was  pleafed  to  chufe  outlbmc 
good  men,  and  honour  them,  by  making 
them  to  become  little  images  of  fuiFering. 
Such  as  were  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Za<>* 
chariah^  Shadrac,  MeQiec,  and  Abednego. 
And  as  the  time  drew  nearer  that  Chrift  ' 
fliould  be  manifcft,  fo  the  fuiFerings  grew 
Jjiggerand  more  numerous. 

And  that  was  the  third  period,  in  which 
the  changed  method  of  God's  providence 
was  perfected.  For  Chrift  was  to  do  his 
great  work  by  fufFerings ;  and  by  fuiFerings 
was  to  enter  into  bleffednefs.  By  his  fuf- 
fering,  he  was  made  prince  of  the  uni- 
verfal  church:  and  as  our  head  was,  fo 
muft  the  members  be.  God  made  the 
fame  covenant  with  us,  that  he  did  with 

his 
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his  moft  holy  Son ;  and  Chrift  obtained  no 
better  conditions  for  us  than  for  himifelf  i 
(bat  was  not  to  be  expeded :  Tbefervant 
mujl  not  be  above  his  mafter  \  it  is  welU  if 
be  be  as  his  mafter :  If  the  world  perfecuted 
bifUf  they  will  alfo  perfecute  us.  For 
though  the  old  law  was  eflablifhed  in 
the  promifes  of  temporal  profperity,  yet 
the  gofpel  is  founded  in  temporal  advcr- 
fity«  It  is  a  covenant  of  fufferings  and 
forrows  :  For  now  the  time  is  come^  that 
judgement  muft  begin  at  the  boife  of  God. 
That  is  the  fenfe  and  defign  of  my  text ; 
and  it  is  intended  as  an  antidote  to  the 
comnK)n  perfuaiions  of  carnal  and  vicious 
men,  who  reckon  nothing  good  but  what 
is  profperouSf  For  though  that  propofition 
had  many  degrees  of  truth  in  the  be^- 
ginning  of  the  law,  yet  the  cafe  is  now 
altered,  and  God  hath  eflablifhed  its  conr 
trary  jj  and  now  every  good  man  muft  look 
upon  himfelf  as  liable  to  perfecution,  and 
every  good  caufe  muft  expeft  to  thrive  by 
the  fufferings  and  patience  of  hoty  per^ 
fons ;  and  as  men  do  well,  and  fuffer  evil, 
fo  they  are  dear  to  God  j  and  whom  he 
loves  moft^  he  affli^fts  moft,  and  doth  this 

with 
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with  a  defign  of  the  greateft  mercy  in  the 
world. 

The  ftatc  of  the  gofpcl,  therefore,  is 
a  ftate  of  fuffering.  This  was  foretold  by- 
all  the  ancient  prophets ;  and  was  fulfilled 
and  verified  by  the  example  of  the  great 
Captain  of  our  falvation.  And  he  made 
for  us  a  covenant  of  fuflferings.  His  doc- 
trines were  fuch,  as,  exprefsly,  and  by  con- 
fequence,  injoin  arid  fuppofe  fufFerings,  and 
a  ftate  of  afflidtion.  His  very  promifes 
implied  fufFerings.  His  blefiings  are  pro- 
nounced for  fufFerings.  His  rewards,  and 
bis  arguments  to  invite  men  to  follow  him, 
were  only  taken  from  fufFerings  in  this  life, 
9nd  the  reward  of  fufFerings  hereafter. 

For  if  we  fum  up  the  commandments 
of  Chrift,  we  (hall  find  humility,  mor- 
tification, felf-denial,  repentance,  renoun- 
cing the  world,  mourning,  taking  up  the 
crofs,  dying  for  him,  patience,  and  po- 
verty, to  ftand  in  the  chiefeft  rank  of 
Chriflian  precepts,  and  in  the  diredt  order 
to  heaven:  He  that  will  be  my  difciple^ 
muji  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  bis  crojs, 
find  follow  me.    We  mufl  follow  him,  that 
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was  crowned  with  thorns  and  forrows, 
him  that  was  nailed  upon  the  crofs,  that 
deferved  all  goojd^  and  fufFered  all  evil. 
That  is  the  fum  of  the  Chriftian  religiont 
as  diflinguiflied  from  all'the  other  religions 
of  the  world. 

And  there  are  many  and  great  reafons 
for  all  this.  For,  without  the  fufFerings 
of  the  righteous,  God  would  lofe  the  glory 
of  bringing  good  out  of  evil;  of  being 
with  us  in  tribulation ;  of  fuftaining  our 
infirmities;  and  of  triumphing  over  the 
malice  of  his  enemies.  Without  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  godly,  where  would  be  the 
exaltation  of  the  crofs,  the  conformity  of 
the  members  to  Chrift  their  head,  and  the 
crown  of  martyrs  ?  Where  would  be  the 
trial  of  our  faith,  or  the  exercife  of  long* 
fuflFering  ?  Where  would  be  the  opportu- 
nities to  give  God  the  greateft  love,  which 
cannot  be,  but  by  dying  and  fufFering  for 
him  ?  How  fhould  that,  which  the  worl4 
calls  folly,  prove  the  greateft  wifdom$ 
and  God  be  glorified  by  events,  contrary 
to  the  probability  and  expedtation  of  their 
caufcs  ? 

By 
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By  the  fuflfcririgS  of  the  righteous,  Go4 
chaftife^  thpir/oliies  and  leviticSt  «nd  fuf-^ 
fers  not  the^ir  errors  or  infirmities  to  a^-i 
cend  i»to  crimes^  ,  ' 

Attd  hereby  God  gives  us  a  great  ar- 
gument of  a»fiitarc  ftatd;*  fiftce  to  his  fer- 
vasts  and  faints  he  affigns  forrcrw  for  their 
pre&at  :portion  1  SarcDw  toaimcC  l^f.the  re--> 
ward  of  virtue ;  it  may  be  its  inftrument  and 
^n(lj9X4idr  buln^  its  reward  i.  and  there- 
fore it  xa^,f  be  interei^?*^*^  ^^^  great  * 
purpofeSy  but  they  muft  look  for  their  por-^ 
tion  in  the  other  life.    Far  if  intbisJife 
only  me  had  hope i  faith  St.  Vmif  ive^Jhduld 
be  of  ^U  m^n  moft  miferabk. .  Arid  we  may 
ti^erefpre  learn,  to  eftimatethe  ilate  of  the 
affU^d  gpdlj?,.  to  .be  ,a  Inicrcy,  great  in 
proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  that  reward^ 
which  thefe  afflidlions  come  to  fecure  and 
to'prove.     It  is  a  great  matter,  and  in-» 
finite  bleffing,  to  efcape  the  pains  of  hellj 
and  therefore  that  condition  is  alfo  very 
blefled,  which  God  fends  us,   to  create^ 
and  to  confirm  our  hopes  of  that  excellent 
mercy. 

The  fufierings  of  the  faints  are  the  fuai^ 
of  Chriftian  philofophy.     They  are  fent 

to 
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to  wean  us  from  the  vanities  and  afFedidtis 
of  this  world,  and  to  create  in  us  ftrong 
defires  of  heaven  -,  whilft  God  caufeth  us 
to  be  here  treated  rudely,  that  we  my  long 
to  be  in  our  country,  where  God  fhall  be 
our  portion,  and  angels  our  companions^ 
and  Chrift  our  perpetual  feaft,  and  never- 
ceafing  joy  (hall  be  our  condition  and  enter-* 
tainment.  O  death,  fays  the  fon  of  Sirach^ 
bow  bitter  is  tbe  remembrance  of  thee,  to 
a  man  tbat  is  at  eafe,  and  at  reft  in  bis  pqf^ 
fejjions  I  But  he  that  is  uneafy  in  his  body^ 
and  unquiet  in  his  poiTeflions,  vex^d  in  his 
perfon,  difcompofed  in  his  defigns,  who 
finds  no  pleafure,  no  reft  here,  will  be  glad 
to  fix  his  heart  where  only  he  fhall  have 
what  lie  can  defire,  and  what  can  make 
him  happy* 

In  fhort,  that  man  knows  nothing  ojf 
nature,  or  providence^  or  Chriflianity,  or 
the  rewards  of  virtue,  or  the  nature  of  its 
conftitution,  or  the  infirmities  of  man,  or 
the  mercies  of  God,  or  the  arts  and  pra- 
dence  of  his  loving-kindnefs,  or  the  blef- 
lings  of  heaven,  or  the  glorification  of 
Chrifl,  or  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  who. 
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is  offended  at  the  fufferings  of  God's  dear- 
eft  fervants,  or  declines  the  honour  and 
the  mercy  of  fuffcring  in  the  caufe  of 
righteoufnefs,  for  the  fecuring  of  a  virtue^ 
for  the  imitation  of  Chrift,  and  for  the 
love  of  God,  or  the  glories  of  immortality. 

But  there  is  another  confideration  iti 
my  text.  If  fufFering  is  the  portion  of 
the  righteous^  the  cafe  is  not  better  with 

the  wickedy  but  much  worfe. Ifjudge* 

mentfirji  begin  at  us,  what  Jhall  the  end  be 
of  them  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  God? 
And  if  the  righteous  fcarcely  be  faved, 
where  Jhall  the  ungodly  and  the  fnner 
appear  ? 

Although  the  fervants  of  (jod  fuffcr  ma- 
ny calamities  from  the  tyranny  and  pre- 
valency  of  evil  men,  that  arc  permitted 
by  the  divine  providence  for  a  while  to  go 
on  in  their  wickedncfs  -,  yet  ftill  it  remains 
as  one  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  that  all  the  fair  fortunes  of  the 
wicked  are  not  enough  to  make  them 
happy,  nor  the  perfccutions  of  the  godly 
to  make  a  good  man  miferable,  nor  yet 

their 
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their  fadneffes  arguments  of  God's  dif^ 
pleafure  againft  them. 

And  what  is  the  profperity  of  the  wick- 
ed? To  dwell  in  fine  houfes,  or  to  com- 
mand armies,   or  to  be  able  to  opprefs 
their  brethren,  or  to  have  mudi  wealth  to 
look  on,    or  many  fervants  to  feed,  or 
much  bufinefs  to  difpatch,  and  great  cares 
to  mafter :   Thefe  things,  of  themfelves, 
are  neither  good  nor  bad.    But  confider, 
would  any  man  amongfl:  us,  looking  and 
confidering  beforehand,  deftroy  his  neigh- 
bour, to  be  heir  of  all  that  which  I  have 
named?  Would  any  man  chufe  to  have 
God  angry  with  him  upon  thefe  terms  ? 
Or  would  any  of  us  be  peijured  for  all 
this?  A  wife  or  good   man  would  not 
chufe  it.    It  cannot  therefore  be  a  hap« 
pincfs,  to  thrive  upon  the  ftock  of  i,  great 
fin.  That  man's  wealth  muft  needs  fit  un- 
eafy  upon  him,    who    remembers,   that 
within  twenty  years  (it  may  be  fooner,  it 
will  not  be  much  longer)  he  fhall  be  ex* 
f  remely  miferable.    And  that  God  defers 
the  punifhment,  and  fufifers  ^vil  men  ta 
thrive  in  the  opportunities  of  their  fin,  it 

may 
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may  atid  doili  fetve  tmny  eikis  of  pro*^ 
vidence  and  ttMCy^  but  ftrV6s  m  eftd  that 
any  t^il  man  can  reafotiably  wi(k  or  pro* 
pwind  to  faimfelf  as  defiratde  iat  bim. 

And  do  but  obftrvetbie  difference.  The 
godly  man  is  timorous^  an<l  yet  iafei 
tofled  bgr  the  feafl,  and  yet  fircure  at  &n« 
efaor;  impaired  by  evil  accidents^  and  re^ 
flowed  by  divine  CQOiforcs  j  made  fad  with 
atblac^  Q\mA  hi^ngingover  fafim,  ^nd  re^ 
MbtA  yMjxh  a  mort  g^ptle  inflpencei 
abufed.  by  the  worlds  and  yet  -ah  heir  of 
heaven;  hated  by  m^n^  and  beloved  by 
Ood ;  loies  an  earthly  habitation*  ind  pur-* 
chafes  a  glorioias  country  i  is  forfaken  by 
his  friends*  but  never  by  a  good  con<* 
foience :  He  fares  hardly*  bat  fleeps  fweet-* 
]y :  Ht  flies  fronft  his  enemies,  but  hath 
no  diftra&ing  fears :  He  is  full  of  thougbtt 
but  not  of  amazement.  It  is  his  bnfineft 
to  be  troubled  1  and  his  portion  to  be  com- 
forted. He  hath  nothing  to  afHidfc  him» 
bat  the  tofs  of  that  which  might  be  hia 
danger*  but  can  never  be  his  good  1  and 
in  the  recompenfe  of  this*  he  hath  God 
for  his  father*  Chrift  for  his  leader*  and 

Vol.  IV.  T  the 
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the  holy  Qhoft  for  his  jQom^ter  i  fo  that 
be  (hall  have  all  the  gopd  which  God  catv 
give  htoi,  and  of  all  that  good  he  hath  the 
holy  Trinity  for  an  earned  and  afliirance^ 
for  his  fupport  at  preient^  and  his  portion 
to  all  eternity. 

•  But  the  profperity  of  the  wicked  is  like 
the  joy  of  a  drunken  man  condemned  to 
die;  it  is  a  forgetfulnefs  of  his  prefeat 
danger,  and  of  his  future  borrows ;  no- 
fhtng  but  the  imaginary  arts  of  inadver- 
tency. He  is  a  judge  of  others  perhaps, 
but  is  condemned  himfelf ;  be  is  honoured 
by  the  ignorant,  and  is  thought  happy, 
but  he  (ighs  deeply  within  himfelf  ^  he 
heapeth  up  riches>  and  cannot  tell  who 
ihall  gather  them;  he  commands  mul« 
titudes,  and  is  himfelf  a  ilave  to  his  paf- 
lions;  when  he  is  waking  he  dreams  of 
greatnefs,  and  when  he  deeps  he  darts 
from  his  pillow  which  his  uneafy  head 
bath  difcompofed;  he  fpoils  a  poor  man 
of  his  pofTeflions,  and  him&lf  of  his  in- 
nocence and  peace;  and  in  every  unjufl 
purchafe,  himfelf  is  the  grcateft  lofer. 
He  hath  againft  him,  the  difpleafure  of 

,    ,      God, 
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Ood»  the  juftice  of  the  laws,  the  fhame 
of  the Hn^  the  revenge  of  the  injured  per^ 
fon^  and  Godi  and  men.  The  law$  of 
nations  and  of  ptiVate  focieties  ftand  upod 
their  defence  aglinft  this  man.  He  is  unfafe 
in  his  reft,  amassed  in  his  danger,  troubled  iii 
his  labour^.  Weary  in  hh  change^  efteemed 
a  bafe  man,  difgraced  and  fcorned,  feared 
andhated^  watched  and  fufpe£ted^  and  it 
may  be  dies  in  the  middle  of  bis  purchafe^ 
ami  at  the  end  is  a  fool^  and  leaves  a  curfb 
to  his  poftefity;  And  by  this  time,  let 
him  caft  up  his  accounts^  and  fee  if  of  all 
his  injuftice  he  can  carry  any  thing  with 
him  to  the  grave  but  fin,  and  a  guilty  con« 
fcience^  and  a  polluted  foul  i  the  anger  of 
God,  and  the  fhame  of  men. 

But  v^hen  the  good  man  defcends  untd 
his  grave,  and  hath  finifhed  his  ftate  of^ 
forrows  and  fufFerings;  then  God  opens 
the  fources  of  abundance^  the  rivers  o^ 
life  and  never-^failing  felicities.  And  this 
is  that  which  God  promifed  to  his  people  i 
I  bid  my  facefrbm  thee  fo)r  a  tnomenti  but 
with  ever  lofting  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy 
§n  thee;  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer. 
So  much  as  moments  are  ^ceeded  by  eter* 
Til  nity. 
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of  ap  ^g^  »Rdti»P  fifpw^  pf  t>4  WQfl4 
t^y  |he  lig^  of  God's  cou;HeQ>np^«  a/id 
a  |cw  grP^ps  by  infiRH?  ?nd  f  tBfoal  glo-^ 
rificaf ipns  5  fo  i^pch  %r6  the  fbrrpws  ol 
t^p  godly  to  i)^  4ifrflBfiF4q4f  »  f9fp»a  pf 
wJ^ftt  is  d?pofite4  %  Iba^ft  in  tb9  trt*^ 
fares  of  ^ernity.  Th^it  fttf fp^  p»a  die# 
but  i!j,  cannot  their  joys.  Every  ckuid  that 
haiOC^  pver  them  becomes  a  ray  of  ligbt> 
every  priA>Q  is  a  p^ccu  and  every  lofs  is 
tbe  pjurpbaie  of  a  kiogdonn  and  every  af« 
front  in  the  caufe  of  Cod  is  aa  eternal  ho^ 
iK>ur^  und  every  day  of  £)rraw  is  a  (hou* 
fai^d  yeitr^  pf  copfifort,  muhipUed  with  a : 
iiever-<6afiqg  nUnu^tation ;  days  without 
flight,  joys  wiAbottt  forsow,  fanftity  with-* 
out  iirii  i^rixy  v^khout  ftaio^  poiMkin 
mrithoi^t  fe^r,  fppi^y  witbottf  envying^ 
Gomlp^njk:ati9jn  pf  joys  without  kflening: 
mnd  th^y  fbal)  dwdl  ip  a  hlejSed  country^ 
where  ap  enfipy  neyer  emer^>  and  60QI 
whepce  a  friend:  i^Vf^  v^Q!t^  a^Y^y. 

Wlier^r^  let  ais^  cooupH  ourfe)y«9  tf> 
G^d  in  weU  doing;,  a$  UQto  4  faithful 
Cr^tor,  I^npwing  ^t  ^  ihall  reap  19, 

due iealb?,  if  y/»i^\f^  ^^^^,  ^^. 

SBRMOS 
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Por  in  that  be  bimfelf  hath  Jittered^  Seing 
fempted\  Be  is  able  to  Juccout  fhenithat 
afeien^tedf 

GO  D,  mkko  U  tiie^  fbonhua^  of  goexl^ 
did  dmft  rather  io  biihg  g6odoot 
of  GFAi  tbvd  not  to*  faSks  Aky  e^il* 
to  he :  fiot  only  heotiufe  variety  of  atfv 
dlteats^  do  bdtMr  esMttwj^  ottf  a^efSMofiS^ 
and  «|ov«  onF  ^rii&i  biol  alio  ^at  t^o 
gjopy  of  the  divme^  provi^09Pf  oiig^  be 
iUiiikafied^ia  t^i^ing  |he  Mture  of  thiags, 
iade  die  de%RS  of  Ood|  add  that  we  may, 
in  a  mixt  condition^  haitre  moK  obferva^ 
tioiH^  at)4  after  9Pf  danger  an^  o^r  labour 
f^y  obtaia  a  gwater  reward. 

Ts  For 
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For  temptation  is  the  opportunity  of 
virtncT;"  God  having  difpoied  us  in  fiich  a 
condition^  that  our  virtues  muft  be  diffi-- 
cult^  our  inclinations  ayqife  togQqd^  pur 
hinderances  many^  bur  hoflilities  bitteri^ 
our  dangers  proportionable;  t)iat  fo,  our 
labour  niight  be  great,  our  inclinations 
fupprefled  apd  ^orrei^ipd,  qur  enctpies  be 
refifted,  and  odr  dangers  pafs  into  fecurity 
and  honour^  after  a  conteilation^  and  a  vie-? 
tpry,,  and  a  pcrfeyerancc^ 

It  is  eyqry  man's  cafe:  Trouble  isais  cer- 
tainly the  lot  ojf  our  nature  and  inhtri-? 
tance,  and  we  are  fo  fure  to  be  temptecl, 
t^t  in  the  deq)eft  jieace  and  JltooenoC 
ipirit  oftentimes'  is  .our  greatefl:  danger;*-^ 
notta  be  tempted,  is:  £<mittimcs  our  nioft 
fobtle-teniptation':  And  it  is  certain,  i^et 
cann6t  b^^  fecurci  W^hen  ouf  fecurity  itfelf^ 
is  i3tir  eii&Srny/  But  therefore  we  ittuft  dfl-- 
deavour  to  make^  the.  bed  of  it,  and  jnd^ . 
be  f&d  at  that  v^hich  is  ^the  pablick^  t^or^' 
tion  and  the  cafe  of  a|i^en  jf  but  drifef^t 
according  to  tlie  intention,  place  ^tihihe 
pyt  of  virtue,  that  all  its  iafl:i5ns  ^nd  mo- 
tions may  tend  thither/there  to  be  changed  ^ 
~—  -  i  into 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Serm.  XV.  overcoming  Temptation.     ^79 

into  fdicitiea.  For  unlcfs  we  be  purified 
by  fuffcring,  we  (hall  not  be  fo  fufcep^ 
tible  of  the  rewards  of  virtue.  The  ca- 
refles  of  a  pleafant  fortune,  are  apt  to  fwell 
into  extravagancies  of  fpiritj  and  unmixed 
joy  is  dangerous-:  But  if  trouble  fome- 
tinaes  be  intermixed,  to  corred:  our  wild- 
nefles,  this  wiM  allay  our  fpirits,  and  make 
them  to  retire  from » the  weaknefs  of  dif- 
perfion,  to  the  union  and  ftrength  of  a  fo- 
ber  recoUedlioh. 

And  therefore  we  muft  riot  wonder,  that 
oftentimes  it  fo  happens,  that  nothing 
will  remove  a  temptation,  no  diligence,  no 
advices,  no  labour,  no  prayers ;  not  be- 
caufe  thefe  are  ineffccaual,  but  bccaufe  it  is 
raoft  fit  the  temptation  (hould  abide,  for 
ends  of  God's  dcfigning.  And  although 
St.  Paul  was  a  perfon  whofe  prayers  were 
likely  to  be  prevalent,  and  his  induftry 
and  prudence  of  much  efficacy  towards 
the  removing  of  his  temptation ;  yet  God 
would  not  do  it,  but  continued  the  afflic- 
tion, only  proniifing  to  fend  him  fuccour, 
-^My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee:  mean- 
>^^,  h?  (hould  have  an  enemy  \o  try  his 

^      T  4  fpi"^i 
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it  I  but  fs  without  God's  grace  ^  «Qeq>y 
MTovjld  fpoU  bipi^  A>  without  gn  ppfcny 
God'$  gFaco  wcMjild  nevf^r  fweU  up  ipt^ 
glory  »nd  Crown,  biw.  ^^  ouf  bl^^ 
ii4vioup  wa?  m*^  perfefft  tbrou^h  luHfr-f: 
ings^  ^?^yiDg  aa  pxgippJs  lo  us  tjiat  yf^ 
iboqld  f(;d|pv  hiB  |tfp«i  apd  pfpfoiiqgtQ 
us  h^  ^i^nse  ip  refiftipg  $>r  fMd^tfyii»{| 
thofe  afilidions  of  which  h^  him^f  wa$ 
a  p^t^tepr;,/?^  /»  /^4/  i^  ifttftfiif  64(A 
J^fif^dt  b^ins  tcmpf^di  be  is  akktijkcn 
coitr  fif^  thut  ar^  (einpttd^ 

SJnc^  therefore  it  i^  ijo  parf  of  our  enfo 
ployment  or  our  c?iFe^  fo  hie ^^  fforo  aft 
tj^e  atjempts  of  ^n.cn^mya  bu|.  to  l|c  fyS% 
filk  defpite  of  his  hoftiliQ^i  it  wit|  cpucero. 
u$  to  iufbrm  outf4ve$  cf  our  dan^^j^  imd 
then  to  make  provifioi)  ag^inft  it  zf:cmd^ 
ingly*  Ii^  order  (o  w^ic^  |  Pf^P^^  ^ 
^ew,  . 

I.  In  wh^t  rcfpeAs  vft  arc;  mqr?  particu-r 

Jarly  fubjeft  to  ipujptation. 

J|.  What  are  t;hc  remedies,  thereof^ 

I  t  Let 
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I.  Let » ocMiikter^  ia  wKlt  f0fn>ed^  we 
Idfo  more  partkuiUirijr  ibbgc^  ta  Ampta^ 

tVSBCki 

OKEL.^ett  prindpfc  of  tEmptatioa  1% 
thti  geoBiral  miftak^  wUck  okctljjbt  vcrjr 
imny  cf  ittir  crimed  upas  prfettiKre  e£ 
injirmit^i  calling  att  thdfe  fihs,  ta  wfaid^ 
hf  mmifa)  di^iafitkai  we  ars  uidiiied, 
(fhoc^gb  byt  carekflTndk  ^  etil  coftoou 
tbey  are  fteiglitened  to  a  hikit)^  by  the 
fOLmztSJins  of  itrjlirmky  i  tg^  which  men 
fnppolet^  Ime  leaiba  aiKi  title  «o  pre»- 
tend.  i^  wben  |ik^  ha«r|^  committed  a 
pnoiet  ithev  eo^dence  checks  thtaiy  and 
tbey  are  trad3)ed,  and^  during  the  intetv 
tal  and  abatemenc  6f  tbe  heals  of  ddbe^ 
ttfetvea^iftA  h,  andcoimiiit  kmadilyat 
f&e  fimt  ^ppoitunky  i  diey  tinsi  c«y  out 
agifAft  ^hd  weakoeis  of  tbeir  natute,  aii4 
iAii^,  as  long  a^  thk  body  of  Jb«h  i« 
tfbcMi^th«fii»  it  moft  be  thiis^  atvd  diat  tbi| 
ci6Adffion  may  iland  ii(4th  the  f)tfte  <^ 
^fac«.  And  l^h  the  fins  flialt  i^furiv  pe^ 
nodically^  like  ^he  involutions  of  furfim^r 
and  winter,  hot  and  cold  for  ever,  till 
^ih  facprizes  them  in  their  femirity* 

And 
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And  thu8  the  ftate  of.iin  is  miftaken 
for  a  ftate  of  grace  i  and  the  ioiperfi^ions 
cf  obedience  are  miicalled  the  affedions 
and  necefiides  of  nature^  that  diey  may 
feem  to  be  inciirable»  »nd  the  pisrfoos  tbere*- 
fbreaptfor  an  excufe,  becanfe  for  nature 
there  is  no,  ahfohite  jcure. 

Bat  let  it  hejcsoi^dered^  that  they  who 
fin  habitually,   that  is,   c»}nfta[ntly,   pe^ 
tiibdicallyy  at  ths  reVdatbn  of  a  tempta- 
tion, certainly  9s  yj^t  remain  in  the  Aate  of 
iin  and  deaths  their. intervals  of  piety  are 
hnLpreparatians,  io  a  ftate  of  gcace,  .tinto 
jMrhipbthcyinayabiaft  arrive,  wh^ntbey 
ihalLnotgo  about  to.  countenance  or  ex- 
cu£b  the  ftn,  or  to  fiattex  the  perfect.    But 
if  the  intermedtate  cefolutions  of  amendr 
tncnt  {though  they  never  go  beyond  the 
next afiault  of  pailion  or  deftre)  betaken 
for  a  ftate  x>f  grajce^  blended  with  the  iur 
i^mities  of  i\ature;  they  become  deftnic? 
tiveof  all  thofc  purpofes,  through  our  miP 
X9^Q,  which  tbey  might  have  promoted,  if 
they  hgd  ^een  rightly  underfjiooc}. 
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Akoth^h  pfinciple  of  temptation^  fruit-^ 
ful  of  fia^  is  a  weaker  pretence^  which 
lefs   wary  and  credulous   perfbns    abuic 
themfelves  withal^  pretending^  as  a  ground 
for  their  confidence  and  incorrigible  pur^ 
fiiance  of  their  couffes^  that  they  have  0 
food  meaning  I  that  they  intend  fometimes 
Well^  and  fometimes- not  ill;  and  this  they 
think  fufficient  to  fanftify  their  a£tions»  and 
to  haIl6W  their 'fiti.    And  this  is  of  worfe 
malice^^  when  religbn  is  the  cplpur  for  z 
war^'ahd  ihe  preteryation  of  faith  made 
jhc  warrant  for  deftrudion  of  charity,  and 
a  zial  fof  Ggd  made  the  falfe  light  to  lead 
us  to  difoh^dience  tp  man.    For  the  end 
may  indeed  faiiftify  an  indifferent  aftion, 
but  can  ilev^r  make  ftreight  one  that  is 
crooked  and  irregular.     It  is  true^^  God 
requires  to  be  honoured ;  but  it  muft  be  in 
the  ways  of  his  own  appointment.    If  we^ 
^n  Our  zeal  for  Qod,  do  what  he  hath  fof  bidT 
den  us  5  in  that  cafe  we  do  not  conform 
to  his  religion,  but  make  a  religion  unto  oiir- 
felves.    And  every  fin  comniitted  for  reli- 
gion, is  jufl  fuch  a  violence  dope  to  it,  as  itfelif 
fs  intended  to  prevent  or  remedy.    Let  us 

therefore 


Digitized  by  VaOOQ IC 


a84  OffbeMeamrf 

therefore  ierve  God^  t^  ho  l^th  prcfirrihed 
the  way  i  for  aU  our  acoefibs  to.hiixi^  bfe*^ 
ing  a£t$  of  his  free  ccm€efitoll^  and  graeoj^ 
snuftbe  by  hi^  pwa  defigifati^D  af>d  i^ 
poiixtsqenit;  We  might  ai$  wetf  havd 
choi!en  wpat  fha{>e  ptfr;  bodies  (Jtodhl  be  Dfy 
a&  of; what  inftances  the  fuhAatt^  «f  our 
religiofv  ib<H4ci  <^i>^t 

Akother  pr^peiple  o(  temptaitioa  iSr  aa 
cpimoa  of  performing  afftiops  ioi  ^vifitj^ 
and  complaifance,  xq  the  ftraioing  ^  point 
of  piety  and  ftri^ter  duty.  And  good  naK 
tares;  perfons  of  hum^e  an^  fwceter  diA 
pofitions^  are  too  apt  to  daih  upon  thisi 
rock  of  offence,  Ttiere  are  fome  evils 
fhat  by  cuftom  becqrile  faf^ioqable  anc£ 
reputable^  and  it  is  accounted  almoil  impof?^ 
£bte  |iQt  to  4o  m^  Pt)iers  do  in  tke.Ixk^, 

But  theib  inconveniences  rely  only  vpoil 
^fe  opinions  and  vain  fancies ;  having  no. 
greater  foundation  than  the  foolifli  dif-?. 
fCHirf^s  pf  ^norant  and  ungodly  persons  ^ 
1^  t^ey  have  no  peculiar  and'  appropriate 
fcmedy,  bur  a  re&Iute  leverify  of  lAan-* 

ners^* 
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n^c^i  9»A  A  'GenAddra^n  ^nt  is  re« 
quired  of  U6  u  CbriAians,  to  confront 
agamrft  ithoie  wireafooable  expe<9:aHons 
firDtn  OS,  as  we  cfigage  in  «he  bufinefies 
and  concerns  of  the  wocid« 

To  which  purpofe  we  muft  Ijc  careful^ 
ii9l  t<^  vefi^fs  too  fioficV  iti  looier  .cooi- 
pany,  never  without  bufinefs  or  unancoid* 
^^  a«ci^f]tfsj  fttid  when  we  mingle  in 
i^irflf  it  w31  cKMicfirBX>ijtfia&ty  to  W8tc«i^ 
kft  mokitude  of  dtfcourfe^  {^nefs  and 
eafinfife  of  nature^  the  delight  of  com- 
paoy»  and  ihe  fiicedbm  and  fll^uftomed 
eivititfes,  do  by  degrees  draw  us  away 
feom  our  guards  and  retirement  of  fpirit. 
Fcur  in  th/e£b  cafes^  every  degree  of  diflbhi- 
tio^i  diiarms  us  of  oui^&fength;  and  if  we 
give  way  ib  far  as  wc  think  it  tolerable^  we 
ioftantly  and  midifcernibly  pafi  into  that 
whkh  is  unlawful  and  criminal.  Bbt  our 
be^  defences  aiedepofiudini  a  fevere  and 
jmident  upderftanding,  and  diicmning  the 
^ard|dne&  of  tkofb  j^inciples,  whkh  re- 
prcfent  vice  in  civil  language,  and  pro- 
poond^amrime  to  us  under  the^  cover  of 
kindness  jremeHibering  always,  that  the 

•  •  fcripture  0^'^^^^^^^^(^ 
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fcripture  reprefents  to  us  the  frienJtfiiip  of 
the  worlds  as  enmity  loitb  God. 

And  thus  having  coniidered,  in  what 
cfpedts  we  ace  .more  particularly  ^liable  td 
temptation;  Iproceedi 

11%  To  fliew,Whatmay  be  the  remedki 
thereof. 

And*  firft^  Let  every  mzn  abftam  from 
all  occafions  ofjirif  as  much  as  his  condi* 
tion  will  permit.  It  is  eafier  to  prevent  a 
mifchief,  than  to  cure  it.  To  recover 
from  a  fin,  is  none  of  the  eafieft  labours 
that  concern  the  fens  of  men  :  and  there- 
fore it  behoves  them  rather  not  to  enter 
into  difficulties^  from  which  they  can  ne- 
ver draw  back  without  lofs  or  danger^ 
If  God  pleafes  to  try  us^  he  means  us  no 
hurt,  and  he  doth  it  with  great  reafon  and 
great  mercy;  but  if  we  go  to  try  our- 
felves,  we  may  mean  well,  but  not  wifdy : 
For  as  it  is  unlawful  for  weak  perfbns  to 
feek  a  temptation ;  fo,  for  the  more  per«^ 
fe£l,  it  is  dangerous* 

But  to  ferve  this,  and  all  other  ends^ 

in  the  refifling  and  fubduing  a, tempta- 
tion ; 
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tion ;  thefe  foHowing  confiderations  have 
the  bed  and  moft  univerfal  influence. ' 
.First,  Conjideration  of  the  prefence  of 
God;  who  is  witneTs  of  all  ouf  adions^ 
and  a  revenger  of  all  impiety.    This  is  fo 
ffczt  an  inftrument  of  fear  and  religion, 
that  whoever  doth  actually  confider  God 
to  be  prefent,  and  confiders  what  that  fig- 
nifies^  either  muft  be  reftrained  from  the 
prefent  temptation^  or  muH:  have  thrdwn 
off  all  the  pofiibilities  and  aptneffes  for 
virtue ;    fuch  as  are  modefty,  and  reve- 
rence, and  holy  fear.    For  if  the  face  of  a 
inan  fcatters  all  bafe  contrivances,  and  we 
dare  not  a£t  our  crimes  in  publick,  unlefs 
we  be    impudent  as  well    as   criminal; 
much  more  doth  the  fenfe  of  a  prefent 
deity  fill  the  places  of  our  heart  with  ve- 
neration and  the  awe  of  religion,  when  it 
is  thoroughly  comprehended  and  adtually 
confidered.    We  fee  not  God,  he  is  not  in 
our  thoughts,  when  we  run  into  d^rknefs 
to  adt  our  impurities.    For  we  dare  not 
perpetrate  a  crime,  if  a  ch7d  be  prefent ; 
the  child  is  fent  off  with  an  excufe,  and 
Go  J  abides  there,  but  yet  we  commit  the 
3  crime : 
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crime :  |C  is  tiecnufej  tt  Jaoob  fiid  ai 
BetheU  GmI  tMr  ^  //^^  ^  pl^c^  and  wi  innd 
>Mr  ^  ((3  aq4  yet  yre  oekl^ier  breadie, 
nor  qM^^  jwt  in  ihim,  wd  by  hb  affift<» 
anp^  fyiinm^iiiv^,j0»dimw^  mnibam 
our  heing.  All  thirds  are  naked  an4  opM 
if^bisjigkt.  He  tbaf  made  the  fjie,  JbAif  me 
be  fie?  T»himtbenisbtand4^y>areb9fb 
alike.  Thefei  and  many  fpofc  4o  the  itoHf 
defign,  arc  ^  voices  of  fGriptor^j  th»t  our 
fpMts  Q^y  retire  into  the  bthglding  of 
Godt  to  the  pqrpofes  of  fear  afid  ho)iii«fs j 
with  wboqi  .we  cohabit  by  the  oeceflities 
of  nature,  and  the  condition  of  our  beings 
And  then  only  we  may  iin  feciireiy»  whea 
we  can  contrive  to  do  it  ft),  that  God  may 
not  fee  us. 

They  who  walk  as  in  the  divine  pre- 
fence»  perceive  the  fame  reftraints  in  daric- 
nei$9  and  clofets^  and  IblitudCf  as  in  the 
open  day-h'ght ;  and  that  cooperation  icn-* 
pofeth  upon  us  a  happy  neceftity  of  doing 
virtUQufly*  which  prcjfents  usf  placed  in 
the  eyes  of  our  judge.  If  every  pian  would 
confider  God  to  be  the  great  eye  of  the 
world,  vf  atching  perpetually  over  all  our 

actions. 
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ia(5ti9;3^5,  and  that  his  l^and^s  indefatigable^ 
and  his  car  ever  op,eni  it  woyld  go^n^gh 
to  extirpate  fin  froxp  off  the  face  .of  the 
earth.  Whatfbei^er  atnongft  men,  can  be  a 
reftraint  of  vice,  or  an  encjearxnent  of  vir- 
tue ;  all  this  holds  infinitely  ftronger  vi^ith 
refppd:  to  Ggd^  to  whom  our  confcience  in. 
its  very  concealments  is  perfedlly  open  and 
knov^^n.  And  if  we  fail  of  the  advan-^ 
tage  of  this  exercife,  it  muft  proceed 
either  from  our  difhonourable  opinion  of 
God,  br  our  own  fearlefs  inadvertency^ 
brfixstm  a  dire<Sl  (pirit  of  impiety.  For  it 
is  jcertain^  that  this  confideration  li  in  its 
own  nature  apt  to  correct  our  manners,  to 
^rod^ice  the  fear  of  God,  aiid  humility, 
and  fpirituil  and  holy  thoughts;  and  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  of  ourfelves;  and 
the  confequent^  of  all  thefei  holy  wajking 
ztiA  holy  comforts. 

But  then,  this  prefence  bf  God  ttkxxik 
iiot  be  a  mere  fpeculation  of  the  unde*'-' 
ftaoding}  but  then  only  we  walk  in  the 
4)refence  of  Godi  when  by  faith  we  be^ 
"hold  him  prefent^  when  we  {peak  to 
4iim  in  frequent  and  holy  prayers^  when 
we  beg  aid  from  him  in  all  our  needs, 

rouWi  if  and 
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and  aflc  counfel  of  him  in  all  our  doubts^ 
and  before  him  bewail  our  fins,  and  trem- 
ble at  his  prefence.  This  is  an  entire  ex- 
crcife  of  religion.  And  befides  that  the 
prefence  of  God  ferves  to  all  this,  it  hath 
alfo  efpecial  influence  in  the  difipiprove- 
ment  of  temptations;  becaufe  it  hath  in 
it  many  things  contrary  to  the  nature  and 
efficacy  of  temptations  ;  fuch  as  are,  con- 
fideration,  rdverence,  fpiritual  thoughts, 
and  the  fear  of  God.  For  wherever  this 
confideration  is  adtual,  there  either  God  is 
highly  defpifed,  or  elfe  is  certainly  feared. 

The  next  great  inftrument  againft 
tqmptation  is.  Meditation  of  death.  It  is 
infallibly  and  unalterably  appointed  for  all 
men  once  to  die;  that  is,  topafsfrom  hence 
to  a  condition  of  eternity,  good  or  bad. 
Now  becaufe  this  law  is  certain,  and  the 
time  and  manner  of  its  execution  is  un- 
certain, and  upon  this  (hort  life  eternity 
-depends,  and  that  after  this  life  the  final 
ientence  i$  irrevocable,  that -all  the  plea- 
sures here  are  fudden,  tranfient,  and.  unt- 
fatisfying,  and  vain ;  he  muft  needs  be  an 

.  egregious 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Sekm.  XV.    dvercoming  Temptaiton.    391 

egregious  fool,  that  knows  not  how  to  dif- 
tingui(h  moments  from  eterniiy.  And  fince 
it  is  a  condition  pf  neccffity,  eftablifhed 
by  divine  decrees,  and  fixed  by  the  indif- 
pcnfable  laws  of  nature,  that  we  fhall  af- 
ter a  very  little  duration  pafs  on  to  a  con- 
dition unknown  and  unalterable;  this, 
when  it  is  confidered,  mud  in  all  reafon 
make  the  fame  impreffion  upon  our  un- 
derftandings  and  affedions,  which  natu- 
rally all  ftrangc  things  and  all  great  confi- 
derations  are  apt  to  do;  that  isi  create 
refolutions  and  refults  pafling  through  the 
heart  of  man,  fuch  as  are  reafonable  and 
prudent,  in  order  to  our  own  felicities ; 
that  we  negledt  the  vanities  of  the  prefent 
temptation,  and  fccure  our  future  condi- 
tion  ;  which  will,  till  time  itfelf  (hall  be 
no  more,  remain  fuch  as  we  make  it 
to  be  by  our  deportment,  in  this  (hort 
tranfition  and  pafTage  through  the  world. 

And  when  a  man  ftands  every  day,  as 
it  were,  at  the  door  of  eternity,  which  is 
ready  to  open  upon  him;  and  every  night 
one  day  of  our  life  is  gone  and  paffed  into 
the  polTeflion .of  death;  it  wilVcoftcem 
U  2         .  y    •      us 
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Qs  to  take  care,  that  oar  deadi  become 
not  a  c'onfignatioti  of  us  to- a  fad  eternity. 
For  all  the  pleafures  of  the  whole  world, 
and  in  all  its  duration,  cannot  make  re- 
compence  for  a  miferaWe  eternity. 

The  ufe  that  wife  men  have  made,  when 
they  reduced  this  confideration  to  prac- 
tice, is,  to  believe  every  day  to  be  the  laft 
of  their  Kfe  •,  for  fo  it  may  be,  and  for 
ought  we  know  it  will.  And  then  kt  U9 
think  what  we  would  avoid,  or  what  we 
would  do,  if  we  were  to  die  to-day  %  and 
that,  in  all  reafon,  and  in  proportion  ta 
the  ftrength  of  our  confideration,  we  fliaft 
do  always.  For  that  is  the  fubfimity  of 
human  wifdom,  to  do  thofe  things  Kvingy 
which  are  to  be  defired  and  chofen  by  dy- 
ing perfons.  An  alarm  of  death,  every 
day  renewed,  and  preflfcd  earneftly,  will 
render  a  man  fubmifUve  and  humble,  £a 
as  that  the  precepts  of  religion  will  finfc 
deep  m  his  fpirit.  In  (hort^  Let  every 
man,  in  the  firft  addrefs  to  his  aftion^, 
ponfider,  whether  if  he  were  now  to  die,, 
he  might  fafely  and  prudently  dafuch  an 
ad;  and  whether  he  would  not  be  infi- 
fiitely  troubled  that  death  {houtd  furprize 
&  hint 
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firm  in  the  prdfent  difpofitions ;  and  thea 
let  him  proceed  accordingly. 

Laistly  :  Beforehand  in,  and  after  aJl  this^ 
our  blefled  Saviour  propounds  prayer  as  a 
remedy  againft  tetnptations  :  Watch  and 
pray,  fays  he,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temp^ 
tation.  For  bcfidcs  that  prayer  is  the  great 
inftrument  of  obtaining  vidbory  by  tho 
grace  of  God,  as  a  fruit  of  our  defires 
and  of  Ood's  natural  and  efFential  good- 
nefs ;  the  very  praying  againft  a  temp-^ 
tation,  if  it  be  hearty,  fervent,  and  devout, 
is  a  denying  of  it,  and  part  of  the  vidory. 
For  it  is  a  difclaiming  the  entertainment 
of  rit ;  it  is  a  pofitive  rejection  of  the 
crime;  and  every  confent  to  the  crime  is  a 
ceafing  to  pray  and  defire  remedy.  And 
We  ftiall  obferve,  that  whenlbever  we  be- 
gin to  liften  to  the  whifpers  of  tempta- 
tion, our  prayers  againft  it  leflen,  as  the 
confent  encreafes  j  there  being  nothing  a 
more  dire(5t  enemy  to  the  temptation  than 
prayer,  which  as  it  is  of  itfelf  a  profefled 
hoftility  againft  the  crime,  fo  it  is  a  calling 
in  auxiliaries  frpm  above  to  make  the  vic- 
tory certain* 

y  3  Wherefore^ 
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Wherefore^  if  temptation  afTails  us,  let 
us  apply  ourfelves  unto  God ;  for  he  is  as 
foon  moved  to  good,  as  we  are  to  evil  j 
be  is  as  inclined  to  pity  US|  as  vtre  aire  to 
afk  him ;  provided  that  we  do  not  finally 
reft  in  the  petition,  but  pafs  into  aftion, 
and  endeavour  to  co-operate  with  it.  For  a 
ftreng  prayer,  and  a  feeble  endeavour,  are* 
Contradi<3:ions  in  the  difcourfes  of  religion. 

But  if  we  pray  earneftly  and  frequently, 
if  we  watch  carefully  that  we  be  not 
fiirprifed,  and  make  religion  our  work, 
^nd  ferving  God  to  be  the  bufincfs  of  our 
lives;  then  we  fhall  walk  fafely,  or  recover 
fpeedily;  and  by  doing  advantages  to  piety^^ 
(hall  fecure  a  greatnef^  of  religion,  and 
fpirituality  to  our  understanding:  But  let 
us  remember  always,  that  when  Ifrael 
fought  againft  Amelek,  Mofes'  prayer^^ 
and  Mpfes'  hand  lifted  up,  fecured  the 
yidtory;  his  prayer  became  inefFedlual, 
when  his  hands  were  flack; — to  remon- 
ftrate  to  us,  that  we  muft  co-operate  with 
the  grace  of  God,  praying  devoutly,  and 
watching  carefully,  and^  pbferving  pruT 
dently,  and  labouring  with  all  diligence. 

SERMO!^ 
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SERMON     XVI. 

Vifiting  the  Sins  of  the  Fathers  upon  the 
Children. 

I  From  Bifliop  Taylor's  Sermons.  ] 
EXOD.  XX.  5,  6. 

I  fie  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God,  w* 
.  ^ting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the 

children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  gene^. 

ration  of  them  that  hate  me : 
Andfiiewing  mercy  unto  thoufandsy  of  them 

that  love  me  J  and  keep  my  commandments. 

IT  is  not  neceflary,  that  the  magxftrates 
(hould  give  penfions  to  orators,  to  dif- 
fuade  men  from  running  into  houfes 
infedled  with  the  plague,  or  to  intrcat 
them  to  be  out  of  love  with  violent  tor- 
ments, or  to  create  in  men  evil  opinions 
<:pncef ning  famine  or  painfpl  deaths.  Every 
IJ  4  map 
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riiar>  6atfe  i  ftffficfenf  ffotk  6f  feTf-te«e, 
upon  the  ftrength  of  which  he  hath  enter- 
tained principles,  able  enough^  to  fecure 
Kimfelf  agairiff  voluntary  mifihIefsVand 
from  running  into  dates  of  death  and  vio-; 
lence. 

A  man  would  tTiink,  that  this  that  \ 

have  now  faid  were  in  all  cafes  certainly 

true :   x4:nd  it  Woiili  be  welt  if  it  Were. 

For  that  which  is  the  greateft  evil,  namely 

^;?,— that  which  makes  all  evifs,  that  which 

turn^good  into  evil,  and  every  natti^l  iVil 

into  a  greater  forrow,  and  mak^s  Iha*  ftr- 

fow   hflrng  and  perpetual,    that  ^fefch 

fliarpens  the  edge  of  fwordfs,   imd  frtits 

ftings  into  every  trifling  aitcid^nt,r^  tha> 

evil  of  fin  men  fuffer  patiently,  and  cktife 

willingly,   and  run  after  it  greedily,  and 

will  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  he  (Kvdrted 

from  it. 

And  therefore  Gtod  hath  hired  fervants 
to  fight  againft  this  cva.  He  hatfe  £t% 
angels  with  fiery  fwords  to  drive  us  ftoni 
it. '  He  hath  employed  advocates  to  plead 
ijgainft  it.  I)e  hath  made  laws  £fid  decrees 
^0  iboliih  it*  ^^  ^th  difpatched  pro- 
phet^ 
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phets  to  v^arn  us  of  it;  and  hatH  iftaHiftcd  * 
an  order  of  I'n'en',  whofe  office  it  is,  fikc 
Watthnfi'eft,  to  give  an  alarm  at  tvery  apf 
proach  of:dan^gdr.  And  alf  tBis,  only  to 
perfuad(ef  ttient  not  to  bft  cxtrei!ncly  mifer7 
able,  for  nothrftg,  for  vanity,  for  trdnble^ 
fdf  i  Si\(tik ;  for  fbtne  things  nattrrstHy  afre 
difetffeff  inrf  impci^ftSions,  c6ntraf y  to 
g06cfneft^  ia  feliCrfy,  and  to  God  himfclf* 
Affd  moreover,  6od  luth  hedged  M 
round  abotft  wJth  thorns  j  and  fin  of  itfelf 
\§  full  of  di:ffictiltres ;  It  ihxxkt  a  man  in  all 
liis  cipAtiticJ^;  and  plttcts  poifon  irt  aH 
thofe  feats  and  receptipns,  where  he  coulcj 
poffibly  6nt6rta?ii  happmefs. 

For  if  fm  pretend  to  pleafe  the  feii^,  it 
doth  firft  abufe  it  {hafrfeftflty,  and  theq; 
humours  it.  It  can  only  feed  an  irh- 
poithume*^  no  natural,  reafbilabb,  and! 
perfective  appetite. 

And  besides  its  own  e^ehtial  appendages 
and  proprieties,  thipgS  are  fo  ordered,  that 
a  fire  is  kindled  round  about  usi  and  every 
thing  within  us,  above,  below  us,  and  ot^ 
f  very  fide  of  us,  is  an  argument  againfl, 
^  an  enemy  to  iin;  and  for  its  fingle 

pr^tence^ 
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pretence^  that  it  comes  to  pleafe  one  of 
the  fenfes^  one  of  thofe  faculties  which  are 
in  us  the  fame  they  are  in  a  beafl^  it  hath 
an  evil  fo  communicative^  that  it  doth  not 
only  work  like  poifon,  to  the  diflblution 
of  foul  and  body^  but  it  is  a  ficknefs  like ' 
the  plague^  it  infers  all  our  houfes^  and 
corrupts  the  air,  and  the  very  breath  of 
heaven :  For  it  moves  God  firft  lojealoufy^ 
and  that  takes  off  his  friendfhip  and  kind- 
nefs  towards  us;  and  \htTi  to  anger,  and 
that  makes  him  a  refolved  enemy.  And 
it  brings  evil,  not  only  upon  ourfclves,  but 
vppn  our  children. 

And  therefore,  if  a  man  fliould  defpife 
the  eye  or  fword  of  man,  if  he  fins ;  he  is 
to  C9nteft  with  the  jealoufy  of  a  provoked 
God.  If  he  doth  not  regard  himfelf,  let 
hini  pitj  his  children.  If  he  be  angry  and 
hates  all  that  he  fees,  and  is  not  folicitous 
for  his  children  j  yet  let  him  pity  the  ge- 
nerations which  are  yet  qnbdrn.  Let  hfm 
not  bring  a  curfe  upon  his  whole  family, 
and  fufFer  his  name  to  rot  in  di(hbnour, 
Ind  his  memory  to  be  polluted  with  an  eter- 
nal ftain. — If  all  thi^  will  not  deter  a  man 

from 
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from  fin,  there  is  no  inftrument  left  for 
that  man's  virtue,  no  hopes  pf  his  felicity^ 
no  recovery  of  his  forrows  and  ficknefles ; 
but  he  muft  fink  under  the  ftrokes  of  a 
jealous  God,  into  the  diljionour  of  eternal 
ages,  and  the  groanings  of  a  nevcr^-ceafing 
forrow. 

Ithe  hord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God; 
— That  is  the  firft  and  great  ftroke  he 
i(lrikes  againft  fin.  He  fpeaks  after  the 
manner  of  men  ^  and  in  fo  fpeaking,  wc 
know,  that  he  who  is  jealous  is  fufpicious^ 
is  inquifitivef  and  is  implacable. 

God  is  pleafed  to  reprefent  himfelf  % 
perfon  vtiy  fufpicious  i  both  in  refpedl  of 
perfons  and  things.  For  our  perfons,  we 
give  him  caufe  enough.  For  we  are  fin- 
ners  frpm  our  mother's  womb.  We  make 
folemn  vows,  and  break  them  inftantly; 
wc  cry  for  pardon,  and  fl:ill  renew  the  fin; 
we  defire  God  to  try  us  once  more,  and 
we  provoke  him  ten  tipies  farther ;  we  ule 
the  means  of  grace  to  cure  us,  and  we 
jurn  them  into  vices  and  opportunities  of 
finjT  we  curfe  our  fins,  and  yet  long  for 
fhem  extremely  j  we  renounce  them  pub- 

lickly. 
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Hckly,  arid  jrpt  fend  for  them  in  private^ 
and  fhiW  them  kindnefs  \  we  leave  Itttle 
dffences,  but  our  faith  and  cmr  diarfty  arcf 
«ot  ftrong  enough  to  mafter  great  ones; 
^nfd  fometimes  we  arc  (hamed  out  of  great 
funes,  hut  yet  entertain  little  ones  i  ot  if  we 
difclaim  both,  yet  we  love  to  reniembef  ^ 
ihem,  and  delight  in  their  paft  anions, 
and  bring  them  home  to  us,  at  lead  in  our 
imaginations,  arid  we  love  to  be  betrayed 
into  them.  We  would  fain  have  things  fq 
jWdered,  by  chance  or  power,  that  it  may 
fcem  neceijkry  to  fin,  or  that  it  may  be- 
Cofitie  excufable,  and  dreffed  fitly  for  our 
oXvn  circuitiftances.  We  fo  loath  our  free- 
dont,  that  any  temptation  will  make  us 
fttorn  to  our  fetters  and  bondage.  And  if 
we  do  not  tempt  ourfelves,  yet  we  do  not 
f  efift  a  tempt atiofe ;  or  if  we  pray  againft  it^ 
i^6  deflre  not  to  be  heard ;  and  if  we  be  af- 
fifted,  yet  we  will  not  wof k  together  with 
thofc  afliftances :  So  that  unlefs  we  be 
forced^  nothing  will  be  done.  We  arc  fo 
willing  to  perift),  and  fo  unwilling  to  be 
faved,  that  we  minifter  to  God  abundant 
fcafon  to  fufpe^  us. 

And' 
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Aftd  as  God  is  fu4>iciQus,  fo  he  is  alfa 
inquifitfve.  Pe. looks  for  that,  which  he 
fain  WQVild  never  find-  Qod  fets  fpieg 
upon  us.  He  looks  upojpi  ^s  himfdf, 
through  the  curtains  ,of  a  cloud  j  and  he 
feids*  angels  to  efpy  ^s  in  all  pur  ways^ 
and  pernait$  the  devil  to  accufe  .us;  and 
ereSs  a  tribunal  and  witnejfles  in  otw:  awnr 
confcicnqe^ :  And  he  cannpt  want  infor- 
mation of  our  fmalleft  irregularities.  Some- 
times the  devil  accufeth  u^^  but  he  ^bme- 
Omes  ftccufcth  falfely^  either  m^licioufly  or 
ignorantly,  and  we  ftand  upright  in  thaif 
p?irticular  byinnocencef  and  ibmetimes  by 
repentance;  and  all  this  while  our  con- 
fcience  is  our  friend.  Sometime^  our  con* 
fcience  doth  accufe  us  unto  God,  ^nd  theqr 
we  ftand  convidt  by  our  own  judgement* 
Sometimes,  if  our  confcience  acquit  uSy 
yet  we  are  not  thereby  juftiiied  :  For,  as 
JVIpfe^s  accufed  the  Jews,  fo  do  Chrifl  and 
J^s  apoftles  accufe  us,  not  in  their  perfons,. 
but  by  their  works  and  by  their  words,  by 
jhe  thing  itfelf,  by  confronting  the  laws  of 
thrift  ^nd  our  prgdices.  And  all  this  ijg 
Ifee  dire^  and  proper  effect  of  God's  jea- 

loufy 
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loufy  over  us ;  which  fets  fpies  upon  all 
our  adlions,  and  watches  the  circum- 
ftances^  and  tells  the  fteps^  and  attends  the 
bufiitefs,  the  recreations,  and  the  retire-* 
ments  of  every  man,  and  will  not  fufFer  a 
thought  to  wander,  but  he  ufes  means  to 
correct  its  error,  and  to  reduce  it  to  him- 
felf.  For  he  that  created  us,  and  daily 
fuftains  us,  ho  that  intreats  us  to  be  happy, 
with  an  importunity  fo  vehement,  as  if  not 
we,  but  himfelf  were  to  receive  the  fa- 
vour; he  that  would  part  with  his  only 
Son  from  his  bofom  and  the  embraces  of 
eternity,  and  give  him  over  to  a  fhameful 
and  curfed  death  for  us,  cannot  but  be 
fuppofed  to  love  us  with  a  great  love,  and 
to  own  us  with  an  entire  title,  and  there- 
fore that  he  is  defirous  to  fecure  us  to  him- 
felf with  an  undivided  afFecftion. 

Hitherto  all  is  mercy.  But  if  we  pro- 
yoke  this  jealoufy,  and  we  continue  ftill 
unreclaimed,  he  is  implacable  i  that  is,  he 
will  punifli  us  eternally,  unlefs  we  repent; 
and  if  we  do,  it  may  be  he  will  not  be  ap- 
peafed  in  all  inftances ;  and  when  he  for- 
gives us,  he  will  make  fome  referves  of  hi$ 

wrath  I 
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Wrath;  lie  will  puniih/oufperfons,  or  our 
eftate;  ik 'Will  chaftife  us  at  home  or 
abroad^  in  our  hodies  Or  in  our  children ; 
for  ht^  vijits  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers 
iiport  the  rbitdfen  unto  the  third  and  fourth 
generation.-^^--^Th^l  IS  t\it  fecond  great 
llrbke*  he  *  ftrikes  ^againft  fin,  and  comes 
next  to  be  confidered,    *       -        ■ 

That  God  doth  fo  is  certain,  becaufc 
Tie  faith  he  doth  :  And  th^t  this  is  juft  in 
him  td  do  fo,  is  alfo  as  certain,  therefore 
becaiife  he  doth  it.  For  as  hiis  laws  arie 
our  meafures,  fo  his  adions  and  his  own 
will  are  his  own  mealhres.  He  that  hath 
right  over  all  things,  and  all  perfons,  cari- 
not  do  wrong  to  any  thing.  He  that  Ts 
juftice  itfelf,  cannot  be  unjuft.  But  fince 
God  is  pleafed  to  fpeak  after  the  manriet 
of  men,  it  may  well  confift  with  our  duty, 
to  inquire  into  thofe  manners  of  confide- 
ration,  whereby  we  may  underftand  the 
equity  of  God  in  this  proceeding,  andf  be 
'inftruaed:alfo  in  our  own  danger  if  wfe 
perfevcre  in  fin.  S' 

And, 
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tl^o^gh  a  ixian  may  bt  n?a4e  \o  ftjiferj.  yftj: 
PQ  jn^nt  is  m^de^Jflv^n  IP^^^fip  ft^lt  .of 
fiap^thcr^  vwh^pi^t  bi^  Qwjx,c<fr^ti  ^  Fqf 
%Q  (ey.ery  ftnc  Gfl4  givwhisclwicp^  ^^d  ft^ 
^ood  aijd  ^y4l..bfifc^eiimi  and  t)jcrefotf 
Ibis  evil  is  not  a  confequcflt  p^  zi^  <JQ  Jj^t 
our  own/  By  the  fin  of  Adam^  ,d^;^tbi  c^ujxf 
into  the  world ;  but  this  dfeath  is  not  an 
^yi|,  but  only  to  him  who  n)i;^^s  j^t  (o^  by 
his  ow;i  perfonal  ofFcnpe.  And  it  is  oJ> 
leryabk^  that  before  any  ipan  dji^di  Chrift 
was  pronaifed;  by  whom  dea^h  wajs  tolofp 
jits  iling; ;  by  whom  death  did  ce^e  to  be 
j^n  evil^  and  was,  or  might  be;  if  we  d0 
belong  to  Chrift,  a  ftate  of  advantage,  l^ 
irft  follow  Chrifti  death  is  our  fneo4  *  ^ 
iNt  imitate  the  fin  of  our  firflpareots^  thefi 
iJe^lh  ^comes  an  evih  For  althou^  theif 
fin  broflght  death  into  the  worl5}^  yet  it  i$ 
only  our  own  fin  that  cap  mcdc?  it  cyil  tp 
us.  And  it  is  dill  only  of  ttn^pprql  evilji 
jthat  the  fcriptures  fpeak,  when  they  exr 
^refs  the  confequences  of  the  parents  fia 
upon  their  children. 

But 
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But  although  ao  man  can  be  made  a 
Jinner  by  the  fault  of  another,  yet  for  the 
fault  of  others  many  may  h^tycAt  niiferablei 
even  all  thofe,  whofe  relation  is  fuch  to  the 
finner,  that  he  in  any  fenfe  may  by  fuch. 
infliAions  himfelf  be  puniihed^  In  fuch 
caie,  fin  is  infedtious,  not  only  ib  e:^ample, 
but  alfo  in  puni(hment. 

And  as  it  is  a  punifhmerit  to  the  parents, 
ib  alfo  it  is  not  unjuft  as  to  the  children ; 
not  only  when  the  children  follow  the  ex- 
ample^  and  are  partakers  of  their  fathers' 
fins,  but  even  although  they  themfelves  be 
innocent  thereof.  For  all  the  calamities 
in  this  life  are  incident  to  the  moil  godly 
perfbns  in  the  world.  And  fince  the 
King  of  heaven  and  earth  was  made  a  man 
of  forrowsi  it  cannot  be  called  unjuft,  or 
intolerable,  that  innocent  perfons  (hould 
be  prefled  with  temporal  infelicities :  only, 
in  fuch  cafes,  we  muft  diftinguifh  the  mi- 
fcry  from  the  punifliment.  For  that  all 
the  world  dieth,  is  a  punifhment/Of  Adam's 
fin  5  but  it  is  no  eVil  to  thofe  who  die  in 
the  Lord,  for  they  are  bleffed  in  their 
death.    Our  children  (it  may  be)  fhall  be 

Vol.  IV.  X  fandlified 
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fanftified  by  a  forrow,  and  purified  by  the 
fire  of  aiHidUon,  and  they  fhall  receive  the 
blefGog  of  it ;  but  it  is  to  their  fathers  ta 
curfe,  who  fliall  wound  their  own  hearts 
with  forrow,  and  cover  their  heads  with  a 
/obc  of  fhame,  for  bring^pg  ip  great  evil 
upon  their  boufe. 

And  God  hath  nuny  ends  of  providcwc 
to  fervef  in  this  difp^iiation  of  tus  j^4gc- 
ments.  Hereby  he  exprefles  th^  Is^eft 
indignaxion  ag^nft  £i) ;  and  imakefiiiis  ex- 
amples lafling,  cofnuEuinicirtire,  9tid  of 
great  t&tOi.  It  ar refts  the  fpirits  of  viAVi^ 
and  furprifes  their  looi^nefles,  and  reftraias 
their  gaiety,  whfen  we  obfcrve,  that  the 
judgements  of  God  find  us  out  in  all  rek*- 
tions,  and  turn  our  comforts  into  fiidne/9^ 
and  make  our  families  the  fcene  of  ior* 
rows,  and  we  can  efcape  bim  «o  where  ^ 
and  by  fin  arc  made  obncaious  not  only  to 
perfonal  judgements,  but  inftead  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  them  blcflings,  we  leave  them 
%xi  entailed  calamity,  a  mifery,  and  aji  evil 
name,  the  difpleafure  of  God,  apd  a^trea- 
furc  of  wrath,  for  their. portion  and  ii\- 
heritancc. 

Now 
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No  ^  the  itieans  to  cut  dflf  the  ^fttail  o^ 
wrath  and  curfihgs  from  a  family  is>  fof 
the  ^bfls  to  difftvow  thofe  fign^d  actions  O^ 
impiety>  in  which  their  fathers  were  deeply 
C6«icerned>  ot  have  done  Something  o^ 
great  unworlhineft  ahd  dtfreputatiotiv  He 
who  is  beif  of  his  father'^  wickedfitrs>  ts 
heir  alio  of  hi«  father^s  ctirfe.  And  a  fon 
comes  to  itiberlt  a  wiekednefs  from  his  fa-^ 
tfier  in  fome  one  or  more  of  thcfe  ways> 
Cither  by  appron)ing^  or  any  ways  confent-*- 
ing  to  his  father^s  fin  i  or  by  Mttation,  and 
diredt  prafticej  and  efpecid!y>  by  receive 
ing  ^nd  mpying  the  purcbt^e  of  his  rapine^ 
injiiftite^  iand  oppreflion)  by  rifing  upon 
^c  ruin  of  his  father's  foulj  byfitdng 
warm  in  the  hotife>  which  his  father  ob- 
tained by  injtsry  and  wrong,  arid  wdking 
in  the  grounds  wfaidi  are  watered  with 
the  tears  of  the  widow  and  fatheilefik 

Now  in  all  thefe  cafes^  the  rule  holds^ 
If  the  fon  inherits  the  fin>  he  cannot  call 
it  -unjttft,  if  he  inherits  alfo  his  father's 
puniihment^  But  to  break  the  fatal  chaini 
li€  muft  difavow  his  fathet^s  crime. 

Xa  Ht 
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He  muft  by  no  means  approve  ofj  or 
confent  to,  the  unjuft  actions  of  his  aa- 
ceftors;  but,  on  the  contrary,  muft  pray 
to  God  to  ^dtify  and  forgive  them.  And 
to  this  purpofe  our  church  teacheth  us  to 
pray^  Remember  not^  Lordf  our  offences^ 
nor  the  offences  of  our  forefathers,  neither 
take  thou  vengeance  of  **  our^' fins,  that  i%% 
of  the  fins  oif  us  and  them  jointly,  in  a  ne- 
ceiTary  gradation  from  them  unto  our- 
felves. 

Much  lefs  muft  he  imitate  his  father's 
crime,  by  his  own  dired  practice.  He 
that  blames  the  oppreftion  committed  by 
any  of  his  predecei&rs,  and  yet  ftlal^  con- 
tinue to  opprefs  his  neighbours,  and  all 
that  are  within  bis  reach ;  this  man  cannot 
hope  to  be  eafed  from  the  curfe  of  his  fa- 
ther's fins ;  he  goes  on  to  imitate  them» 
and  therefore  to  fill  up  their  meafure,  and 
to  heap  up  a  full  treafure  of  wrath. 

Above  all,  he  muft  take  care  to  rejlore, 
what  his  foreJFathers  did  ufurp.  All  pof- 
fefiions  pafs  with  their  proper  burdens.  If 
a  man's  forefathers  have  tranfinitted  the 
profits  thereof  to  him,  it  is  but  reafonaUe 
*^  ^  h« 
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he  (hould  fuficr  alfo  the  appendant  cala^ 
mity.  If  we  receive  good,  we  mui|  alio 
venture  the  evil  that  comes  along  with  it^ 
If  our  anceftors  entered  unjufUy,  theris  is  a 
curfe  and  a  pl^ue  which  is  due  to  that  Dp-» 
preilion^nd  injuftice ;  and  that  is  the  bur- 
den of  the  land,  and  it  defcends  vvith  iu 
And  the  way  to  take  oS  thp  curfe,  is  to 
quit  the  title. 

And  he  muft  himielf  take  care,  to  lay 
up  in  ftore  a  good  foundation  againft  the 
time  to  come.  Let  him  iland  firm  upon 
the  confidence  of  the  divine  grace  and 
mercy;  ^ad  upon  that  perfuafion,  begin 
to  work  upon  a  new  ftock.  For  it  is  9$ 
certain  that  he  may  derive  a  blefiing  upon 
bis  pofterity,  as  that  his  parents  could 
tranfmit  a  curfe.  And  if  any  man,  by 
piety,  ftiould  procure  God's  favour  to  his 
children  and  relations;  it  is  certain  that 
he  hath  done  more,  than  to  efc^pe  the  pu*!- 
nifhment  of  his  father's  follies.  If  fin  doth 
abound,  and  evils  are  derived  from  the  fin 
of  his  parents ;  inuch  more  (hall  the  grace 
of  God  abound,  and  mercy  by  grace.  If 
|jc  was  in  danger  from  the  crimes  of  others, 
X  J  mupli 
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macb  ra4ier  £haU  he  b«  fecured  by  hfs 
OMTA  ^«ty.  Fotf  if  God  pMrifbsth  tht  Jns 
of  tte  fiftbtn  to  tb«  (hif4  and  fbarth  gene- 
xmiiifr  ^  ttmmds  thtpUty  of  fsthers,  to 
teis^  fo  hM^reds^  i»d  to  tiKnirands. 

Aifd  Ist  all  i^artms^  tfAd  fiM^iers  of  U- 
m^^  cfpe^lf  be  c«refiJ  n  tbe  matter 
of  rtptMmtei  that  i^  ^ifii  their  re- 
pentance, and  do  it  thoroughly.  For. 
tbMe  and  c«r«^«  dl«ftdi<:  of  repentance, 
v^tb  ciiftfis  Ood'tf  ati^  ff0  bet  taken  from 
uf  fewt  lflip<»fe^y.  An4  altbough  Giod,> 
for  his  ^k4  who  di^d  lor  M,  wilt  pardo»  « 
mMn^fitffler^  ttidf  b#iitg  him  to  hearen 
tllft>«gh'  ftitAilatlbA  arid  d  fi^ry  trial i  yet- 
when  a  iiitM  is  w<!My  ef  bis  forrow,  and 
hyinaniiiath»M5  »{ia  knod  to  him,  and  his 
fiasi  aci?  not  fb  perfe£II/ jenoimced  or  hdted 
aathoy  ought  to  be^  the  fosti  of  fepettt- 
aded  whidb  are  loftL  unfinilhed,  dor  iatctk^ 
ticnes  £ill-ttpon  thehdadftor  upon  the- f«r^' 
tune^  of  thib  chUdlr^/ .  Thti»  it  wa&  ia  the 
ca&  of  Ahab:  K^  huoabla^  hinafelf,.  and ; 
v^eat  fofily,!  and  laid  \a  fackcloth,  and  in« 
treated  for  pardofv  and  God  took,  from 
him  r  judgement  vrhich  was  falling,  hea.- 
.  vily 
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vily  tipon  him :  Bat  his  repentfttice  was 
irtjpcffed  and  dcfciSive;  and  the  fame  evil 
i^  upon  his  fons ;  for  fo  faid  God,  /  will 
bring  thi  evil  upon  bis  boiffi  in  bis  fons 
days^  Therefore  let  us  leave  no  arrears  for 
our  pbfterity  to  pay ;  but  repent  with  an 
entire,  a  holy,  and ,  excellent  repentance ; 
thit  Gbd  being  reconciled  to  tjs  thorough- 
ly, he  m^  for  our  fstkes  bids  alfo  our  po- 
fterity  after  us. 

Add  after  all  this,  let  ^  man  add  a  con- 
tiMdi  ferveiM,  never^cerffing  prayer  for 
hto  cbMdren;  ever  remembering,  when 
t]i0?,b«g  i  bleOlfyg,  thait  God  bath  put 
mtett.  aftbeir  fortune  into  bk^  hands  \  and 
tbat  %  irattfieMy  fbrmd  priying  of  God  to 
blefs  them,  wiU  nctaatwcigb  the  load  of 
a  gite^t  vice.  Notbmg  can  ifioe  from  that 
f9umaiii£  b«t  bititor  waters. 

A94  ^  it  would  be  ft  grtet  tm|Midenee 
for  a.  condemned  trailer;  to  beg  a  province 
for  hUfon,  for  bis  fake  \  fo  it  is  a&ineffcK* 
tive  hk£ing  we  give  to  our  childrea^  whea 
We  beg^  for  them  what  we  have  no  title  ta 
for  Qurielves ;  nay,  when  we  can  convey 
to  them  nothing  but  a  curfe.  The  prayer 
X4  of 
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of  a  finnery  the  unl^allowed  wiih  of  a  vi? 
cious  parent,  is  but  a  poor  gift  to  beftow 
upon  a  child^  who  receive4  froqi  him  poit 
fon  inftead  of  nouriihrnent,  aqd  derive^ 
curfing  from  his  parents.  They  are  pu- 
niihed  with  a  double  torture  in  the  fhame 
and  pain  of  the  damned^  who^  dying  ene^ 
mies  to  God^  have  left  an  inventory  of 
fins  and  wrath  to  be  divided  amongft  their  ' 
children. 

Bu(  they  th^t  cm  truly  give  ^  blefling  to 
their  children^  are  fuch  as  live  a  blefled 
life,  gnd  pray  holy  prayers^  and  perform 
ap  entire  repentance,  and  feparate  from 
the  fins  of  their  progenitors,  and  do  illof* 
trious  adions,  and  begin  the  blefling  of 
their  family  upon  a  new  flock. 

For  as  there  is  a  conne^on  between  the 

feveral  virtues  and  vices,  fo  it  is  alfb  amongft 

men.    A  good  man  is  a  friend  to  every 

good  man.     A  ufurer  knows  a  ufureri 

and  one  rich  man  an&ther :  There  being. 

t^  the  very  manners  of  men,  contraded  a 

fimilitudebf  nature,  and  a  conmiunication 

of  effeds.    So  in  parents  and  their  diil* 

dfCD. 
8  '-  ^ 
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dren»  there  is  io  great  a  ibciety  of  nature 
aiid  of  manners^  of  bleffing  and  curfii^' 
that  an  evil  parent  cannot  periih  in  a  fingle 
death;  and  ho]y  parents  n^ver  (^at  t^eir 
m^  of  bleffing  alone^  but  they  make  all 
to  fhine  about  them  like  the  fire  of  an 
holy  facrifice;  ud  a  father's  or  a  mother's 
piety  makes  all  the  houfe  feftival  and  luU 
pf  joy>  ^m  generation  to  generation^ 


^^  SJERMO!^ 
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$  E  R  MiO  N    XVII. 

■••Of  redfieWilftg  tht  Time. 

COL.  iv.  5. 

JSTtf/i  /V^  ivifdom  toward  them  that  are 
without^  redeeming  the  time. 

ST.  Paul  is  here  esftrorting  to  redeem 
the  time.  And  Ckat  I  may  not,  by 
any  needlefs  preface,  fpend  that 
ifvhich  he  thought  fo  precious,  I  fhall  im- 
mediately enter  upon  the  con/ideration  of 
the  matter,  and  enquire  into  thefe  two 
neccflary  things: 

I.  What  is  meant  by  redeeming  of  time. 
And, 

lit )  Fcr  wfaalf  reafom  we  muft  do  fi>. ' 
7  And^ 
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Afldr  I-  Let  tte  Wicfflir^i  W^at  is  meant 
ty  rfdnrnzi  of  fiMi^    . 

Now,  to  redeem^  id  fo  recover  fb«f 
lurhkii  wafr  once  loft  ^  aaid  When  we  ^Jply 
h  ta  //)»!?,?  it  fignifieig  the>  recoverkig  ci* 
thofe  hoar$^ .  which  have  been  mifpto/^ 
and  throWA  away,  by  laiiouring  bard  fp0 
the  future^  to  einpk>y  eveiy  nlinute  wtf 
hw9t,  ta  gDT)d  purpdie;   ^ 

Tiofe  U  ^v^ayS'itf  tbtf  ficGi  1  nor  ciaa  wd 
have  any  prefent  pofTeflion,  bitt  of  a  nxH 
lioehlu  God.givei  ir^odr  tkne,  niinUteby 
0iim»tej  than  we  may  be  the  better  bo^ 
ilaiids  of  it:  e^ec&Uy  confld^ingi  that 
oareirery  mofn^t  an  eternity  of  ha^beft 
Ot  CMfery  is^ih  dqf)crid.  Noififii  it  pofi^e 
^t^tb  recover  yefterday,  fy  astontiako 
ihti  tdi  be  prefent  as^n,'  whidi  is  aftvdily 
g(^e.  Tbef  nat^nte  bf  tb^  tbmg  will  not 
ilL^6Sftk ;  iANd  yet  it  kp&RM^t^  do  It  in 
tmifOl^^Lyi  by  ^akiAfg  ^1  the  cdmpen^ 
Jki(^. i^CkViiA'f&t  Yfhm  kg6h€,  by  thf«i»« 
diediAttt  «if  otir  zeSt^y  Sfld  by  th^mtdtipli* 
^iMitm  of'mr  gbddf  a^GWd  ji  by  adding  in 

«^ir^,  th^r  \«kiehad  Wbirtkig  M  t«  tht 
iM^/;^Arir  &f  ^w^t^s  fb/  tifii^ii^  dudih^ 

doubly^ 
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4oubly  beneficial ;  as  if  we  made  one  day 
two^  by  improving  tb^  prefent  in  propor-* 
tioft  to  what  is  gonfc. 

This  is,  in  God's  account,  a  recalling  of 
ovr  time;  a  redemption  of  it;  fo  as  to 
make  it  our  own  again,  by  Uying  out  an: 
equivalent  proportion  of  induftry  and  la-r 
bour,  in  lieu  of  thoie  hours  which  have 
been  either  fquandered  away,  or  not  half 
jh  well  empbycd^  as  they  oughts  and 
nn^  have  be^n. 

And  this  feemeth  to  be  the  ground  of 
that  rule,  by  which  pur  Saviour  tells  us  ha 
^ill  proceed,  when  he  fays,  that /^^^^^ 
jhaU  he  Idft^  and  the  lafi  Jirfii  meanings 
that  thp^gh  God  is.pleafed  to  call  fbme  to 
thelmowkdgeof  thegofpel,  much  earlier 
than  he  doth  othprs;  yet  many  of  thofe 
who  embrace  the  faith  later  than  the.  red:, 
iball  receive  an  equal  reward  with  fuch  as 
profe^d  it  foonen  And  t))e  re^fon  is^ 
becaufe  thefe  made  up  their  time^  by  their 
extraordinary  diligence.  They  that  go 
into  the  vineyard  at  the  Ij^ft  call,  may  by 
the  earnefinefs  and  vigour  of  their  per-v 
fortt^anpcsj  d^f^rye  ^  y^fS^^  %v4  ^  a» 

?nu?h 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SiRM.  XVII.  Of  redteming  the  "Time.  317 

much  work  in  a  little J;inlc^  asthofewho 
have  borne  the  burdenTand  heat  of  theday» 
and  yet  did  not  work  ta  hard^  though  they 
went  In  at  the  firft  call.  Hence  Chrift 
faid,  M^ny  are  cailedf  but  few  cbofen ; 
that  is»  though  many  profefs  the  truth,, 
yet  few  in  compariibn>  make  fuch  vaft  im« 
provements  of  their  time^  as  by  their  ex- 
traordinary labours  to  render  themlelves 
eminent  and  choice  fervants  of  God. 

That  extraordinary  labourer,  and  moft 
zealous  apoftle>  St.  Paulj  theauthor  of  my 
text^  was  one  of  thofe  few.  He  faid  in« 
deed,  that  he  was  the  leqft  of  the  aptfftUs^ 
and  lefs  than  the  leaft  qf  all  faints,  and 
that  be  was  as  one  born  out  of  due  time. 
But,  though  to  fhew  his  great  humility, 
and  repentance  for  his  fins,  he  fpake  £> 
difdainfuUy  of  himfelf ;  yet  he  filled  up 
his  time  by  his  unexampled  zeal  and  vi- 
gquri  nor  doth  all  the  fcripture  give  us 
fuch  another  inftance  as  he  was,  to  fhew 
what  it  is  to  redeem  the  time :  Ilaboured, 
(fays  he)  more  abundantly  than  they  all. 
And  thefe  were  not  vain,  boafling  ex- 
preflions,  but  a  juft  acknowledgment,  of 

what 
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lirhat  be  foun4  bi^ir^ot^ged  itD4o#  4o 
snake  God  aod  wvx  all  poiflible  repur auoB« 
He  would  iu>t  lolfe  jehi  how  OK>rei  but 
drove  toeifiiate  his  gnilt^  forccmiBg  fii 
late  into  the  ciiu|;^b#  «od  for  perfecutiog 
it  io  befidre  hiJs  entc aiQ(:«* 

By  tbis  great  examp&e  of  iiknfelff  which 
the  penitent  apoftle  Ux  to  hi6  owo  advice^ 
we  may  eaiily  perceiw  what  it  is  to  r^^ 
deem  the  time.  He  was  ready  t^be  at  aoy 
€oft>  to  retrive  (vrh^  he  could)  thofe  fair 
opportunities  of  doing  the  world  and  him« 
felf  good^  which  u}K>n  folemn  refledtoRf 
he  faw  were.dropt  out  of  hisliands*  La« 
bouri  fa0ecing$,  life  itfdf,  —  all,  he 
thought  little  enough  to  make  amends^ 
80  that  to  redeem  our  time  in  St*  PauFs 
way  ifij  with  all  poflible  application  and 
earneftnefs  of  inind,  to  toiake  the  beft  ule 
we  can  of  the  prefent  j  to  increafc  our  dl* 
ligence  every  new  ^y  1  and  to  employ  the 
remaiftdef  of  ouir  life^  with  fuch  great 
care  and  huibandry,  as  if  we  were  within 
A  {hort  fpace  to  die,  and  to  go  to  j^dge- 
menu 

And 
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And. -if  qpeople  wouki  Iwt  fcrtoufly  con* 
.fidcTr  hop  vajbal^  time  i^^  and  what  the 
confcquences  wHl  moft  oertaioly  be,  i^he* 
-ther.th^y  iinpioMt  or  tbraw  it^wuys  one 
would  think  no  other  motive  would  bb 
4i^di]i^  to  ^lal^e  them  liofband  It  well^ 
but  this  fiq^  thought  $  that  whatever 
^y  <^%^  1^  «^^  ^  deaiing  for  aa  eter* 
tCm^9  U  tf  l&e  ^lyr  hafineis  we  4^<v€  in 
ithis  nrorkl,.  ito  be  eiii(«nn^dre  i^gdar  And 
-eonftantin  the  ooerib  ^od  hath  fee  115, 
<as  4hc  iiw  i«  in  tiis  motions.  From  the 
womb  to  the  g Ave,  we  -have  onr  day« 
imai9»ef«d  out  tinto  t*  5  or  however  ws 
i{^end'<liem^  whether  weH  or  ili,  we  may 
b€  f»fe  k  will  Itirn  to-  ^fome  account : 
there  ii  »o  nwidfmii,  or  remedy,  6nt  we 
^nuft  be  infinitely  gainers  or  lo.f^rs'b^  it* 

BiTT,  Aat  notions  of  this  kind  m sty 
iMdce  the  deeper  impreffion,  it  will  bp 
fn|uiiiee4ac&nfidermt>te  paFticulariy  tb!e 

KSniifiKtf  viiick  i  propoied  tdl^efl^ 
^^  fiauiftly,  die  Uffej^  wiy  ^mw^ht^o 

And 
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And  they  are  thefe  two;  namely^ 

!•*,  That/i6r  want  thereof  is  prejudscia/ 
to  us  a/ready.    Aiul>        * 

2%  That  //  wi/i  be  much  more  fo  here-- 
after. 

!•*,  I  fay,  7be  want  of  redeeming  the 
time  is  prejudicial  to  us  already. 

The  perfe^oos  d  the  foul  are  not 
wrought  on  a  fudden,  but  are  acquired  by 
degrees;  knowledge f  by  obfervatioa  and 
ftudy;  virtue f  by  pradice,  by  many  re« 
peated  aAst  which  improve  good  dif* 
pofitionsinto  a  fettled  habit  of  living  well. 
This  neceflarily  requires  timei  and  there- 
fore the  fcripture  exprefleth  it,  hy  growing 
in  grace  $  becaufe  thofe  gracious  dif- 
pofitions  rife  and  increafe  gradually. 

Upon  this  account,  the  Iqfi  of  time  is 
very  fenfibly  prejudicial  to  men's  fouls; 
becaufe  thereby  the  bufinefs  of  their  &1-- 
vati<m  (in  the  works  whereof  they  (hould 
have  kept  equal  paces  with  their  time) 
-—I  fay,  thereby,  that  great  and  urgent 
bufinefs  of  their  ialvation  is  put  quite 
backward,  and  left  behind-hand,  never 
to  be  fetched  up  again  without  double  di« 

lig^nce* 
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Ugence.  Thedr  undedlancHngs.  are  dark-r 
cned  or  deluded^  for  want  of  that  true 
information,  which  their  iHinda  might 
have  received^  had  they  not  £bpt  or  ^pckxtA 
away  many  happy  opportunities,  or  fpent 
them  upon  worldly  concernments^  Theic 
fcnfe  of  reb'gion  is  compacativdy  vcry^ 
{fsaikf  by  their  negleding  thofe  hour6> 
which  (hould  baive  been  employed  about 
i£v  Their  virtues  syre  inconfiderable  foe 
waat  of  practice.  In  (hort,  all  thofe  im- 
provements which  oth^s  have  made,  and 
wi^ch  w^  neodTdi^  im  al]»  to  prepare  aod 
fit  tbmr  fouls  for  a  hhStd  ftate  hereafter^ 
fiudii  (^relefs  people  are  to  feek  for,  and 
per^ps  at  laft  defpair  of  making,  when 
qnce  they  are.  thoroughly  feniible  of  theit 
fiqgle6ts^  ^d  find  the  inconveniences  of  a 
fick  bed,  or  the  cblncfs  of  old  age  to 
come  upon  them.  Infl^ad  of  thofe  per-* 
fedions  in  grace  and  goodnefs,  vice  gets 
grocmd  apace;  every  day  it  grows  more 
ami  more  habitual;  till  iq  the  end,  it  is  as 
Ijafd  ar  matter  to  reform  thofe  who  are  ac* 
coibmied  to  do  evil,  as  it  is  to  make  art 
£thiop£^ni  change  his  skin>  fas  the  pro- 
Vol:  W.  Y  phet 
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pbet  exprdTeth  it%   or  the  leopard  his^ 
fpot8. 

We  fhould  therefore  redeem  the  timct 
while  poflibility  and  pradicableneis  of  the 
thing  gives  us  encouragement.  We  com- 
monly look  back  upon  our  hffes^  with 
a  fadnefs^  and  with  many  difquieting 
thoughts.  And  it  createth  pain  to  a  man^ 
to  conikler,  not  only  what  he  bath  loft^ 
but  alfo  what  advantages  he  hath  miffed 
too ;  what  he  might  have  come  to^  had 
he  been  diligent  and  vnit  ^  what  he  might 
have  done;  what  he  might  have  ieens 
how  many  he  might  have  outftript  in  the 
world  >  how  many  ways  be  might  have 
improved  his  intereft,  had  his  hands  been 
induftrious^  and  had  he  not  let  fo  many 
fair  opportunities  flip  out  of  them.  If  any 
thing  can  fpur  up  fuch  an  improvident 
creature^  by  vigorous  courfes  to  redeem 
the  time  that  is  gone  from  him,  the  fenfe 
of  this  muft.  And  if  men  were  as  heartily 
concerned  for  fpiritual,  as  they  are  for 
thefe  temporal  tranfitory  matters,  they 
would  hardly  need  any  other  perfuafions 
to  redeem  their  time^  but  this  fingle  con-* 
fideration.  What  debtors  they  ire  to  their 

owa 
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dwn  fouls,  and  what  great  arrears  they  ard 
in  unto  themfelves^ 

Since  they  came  into  the  worlds  capable 
ef  any  impreffions>  what  proficients  might 
they  have  been  in  religion  and  virtue^  had 
they  not  dropt  their  precious  time,  togef 
ther  with  the  trifles  and  toys  of  their  child; 
hood  i  Many  vices  might  have  been  de^ 
iht>yed  upon  their  firfl  appearance.  Their 
paflipns  would  have  met  with  an  early 
check.  Meeknefs,  patience,  humility, 
charity^  and  a  devout  temper,  would  not 
have  been  defpifed  or  negleded.  Con-* 
fcience  would  have  been  preferved  pure 
$ind  undefiled.  Vaft  improvements  might 
have  been  ntiade,  had  they  but  made  good 
ufe  of  their  time. 

The  only  way  therefore  they  have  now 
to  redeem  it,  is  to  recover  of  their  loffes 
as  much  as  they  can  3  and  that  with  all 
poffible  fpeedj  becaufe  the  lohger  this 
care  is  deferred,  the  greater  ftill  their  loffes 
are ;  like  debts,  which  every  day  fwell  by 
being  negledted.  Wicked  habits  grow 
daily,  aild  are  more  and  more  confirmed 
by  pleafure  and  cuftom,  till  the  ear  be- 
bomcs  dcdC  and  the  hear^  hardened.  There 
Y  a  is 
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18  a  fiicceffion  of  follies^  as  there  is  o£ 
years.  When  the  amuiements  and  toys 
of  childhood  are  thrown  away,  vanky.  fuc- 
ceeds)  and  vice  takes  the  next  tqrn.  Thu» 
wickedness  increafeth  with  increa&ng  yegrs^ 
mid  the  man  procee4s  1^  degrees  &oin  the 
womb  towards  hett>  unkfs  fome  ibri-» 
prlfing  }udgement9  meet  hin;^  in  the  way^ 
to  give  him  a  ftop^  after  many,  attenM^ts 
l»ave  been  made  in  vatn«.  Thus  vice  byde-i 
grees  taketh  deep  root^  and  therefore  be-' 
comes  exceeding  difficult  to  be  At&t^yeAi 
and  confequently  the  mifchief  which  is 
done  to  the  poor  foul,  by  a  long  trade  of 
wickednefe,  is  inejepreflrole.  And  there- 
fore, men  (hould  redeem  their  time,  while 
they  have  it  to  redeem,  and  while  the 
thing  is  practicable ;  for  the  longer  it  runs, 
the  more  it  will  be  out  of  their  power ; 
their  time  is  ftill  lefs  and  lefs,  yet  their 
vices  increafe  and  wax  the  ftronger ;  and 
their  minds  are  every  day  the  more  ftifF 
and  inflexible:  So  that  when  old  age 
comes,  there  is  a  crookednefs  and  perverfe- 
nefs  of  the  mind  which  it  is  next  to  im- 
poffible  to  reilify  J  and  it  is  to  be  feared, 

that 
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tlmt  a  deatfo^bed  repentance  is  feMbm 
genuine  afnd  fincere,  after  k  long  life  of 
impiety.  '      '  ^ 

Sometimes  it' happens/ thait  ihftead  of 
rfepehting,  peoplft  afe  ttz6y  to*  dejpair; 
Mieving  that  after  fo  much  time  quite 
piifpent^  the  poor  remainder  is  to6  little, 
and'  too  late,  for  the  beginning  a  great 
work^  when  one's  courie  is  now  finifhing. 
The  thought  bf  this  is  like  an  heavy  mif- 
foi^une,  which  a  ^an  knows  hot  how  to; 
hea,r.  up  againft.  His  heart  finks  under  the 
prefTure,  and  he  gives  over  all  endeavours ; 
faecaufe  he  thinks  no  labour  or  means 
will  be  to  purpofe,  efpecially  when  at- 
tempts have  been  altogether  inefiedual 
and  fruitleis. 

This  is  a  fad  confequence  of  the  lofs  of 
time,  when  it  thus  terminates  in  horror 
aihd  dampnefs.  And  yet,  though  the  thing 
be  evil,  the  cafe  is  not  uncommon.  And 
confrdering  the  ds^nger  that  is  fo  vififcle  be- 
fore all  negligent  people,  one  Would  tliink 
the  very  fear  of  what  may  be,  flioald  (tir 
them  up  to  nlake  provifion  agaihft  the 
time  to  coRie>  by  well  hulbanding  the 
l^refent. 

Ts  We 
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We  may  be  fare,  the  rcm^nbrance  o^. 
fb  much  time  loft»  mi^ft  needs  be  very  un- 
comfortable in  that  day»  when  men's  con^ 
feiences  are  woot  to  fpeak  home  and  plain* 
Suppofe  one's  heart  be  tfuly  penitent,  it 
cannot  but  alFord  him  a  very  melancholy 
profpe(3:»  to  look  back  upon  his  former 
lsfe>  and  to  fee  what  a  long  cpurfe  he  has 
run,  to  fad  purpofe  :  How  many  fair  op- 
portunities have  been  loft  3  how  Uttle  re- 
ligion hath  been  minded,  though  it  be  the 
great  thing  for  which  we  were  all  brought 
into  the  world;  how  many  motions  of 
God's  holy  Spirit  have  been  refifted  1  how 
many  mercies  have  been  abufed  j;  how  of- 
ten private  affairs  have  been  preferred  to 
thcictvice  of  God;  how  many  hours  have 
been  trffled  away,  which  fliQuld  have  been 
employed  in  the  purpofcs  of  religion  i 
bow  many  fins  have  been  aij^ed,  when  thq 
works  of  falvation  ihould,  and  might  have 
been  looked  after  i  in  ihort,  how  vice  and 
vanity,  and  idlenefs,  have  divided  that 
time,  which  God  hath  a  right  to,  and 
which  thp  foul  might  h?ive  fared  happily 

"     ^  by. 
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by^  had  it  not  b^en  in  a  wicked  man's 
Jkeeping. 

Intemperance,  pride,  quarrelling,  ftu«» 
dying  how  to  defraud,  and  to  do  miichief, 
Mobbeth  away  a  great  part  of  fome  men's 
lives ;  and  worldly  intereft  is  the  great  en- 
gine that  keeps  them  a  going;  till  the  im- 
provident wtetches  iee  their  graves  ready 
to  open,  to  receive  them  at  laft,  as  fo 
many  publick  nuifances  of  fociety. 
'  Thcfe  nitfft  needs  be  wry  melancholy 
confiderations,  to  thofe  whoie  eyes  death 
is  a  cloiing ;  efpecially  if  their  confciences 
are  yet  awake* 

And  therefore  people  diould  he  wife  in 
time;  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  for  any  of 
\is  to  know,  what  the  liTues  of  a  death  bed 
will  be,  or  what  our  condition  will  prove 
tjien.  Tie  time ,  paft  of  our  life^  (faith 
St.  Peter)  may  fnffice  us  to  have  wrought 
the  will  of  the  Gentiles  \  and  thus  every 
pne  of  us  (hould  conclude,  —  the  time 
paft  of  our  life  may  fuf^ce  us  to  have  fol- 
lowed the  works  of  the  tleih,  and  the  va- 
nities of  the  world.  God  knows,  therq 
i%t  few^  who  have  not  loft  too  much  of 
¥4  '  this 
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this  kind  already  j  ^nd  if,  hiftead  of  re- 
covering, men  go  on  ftill  to  multiply  theit' 
lofTes,  it  will  be  a  ^ad  account  they  thuft 
come  to  at  lad,  when  tbcy.ihall  ckft  up 
their  damages,  and  their  gains ;  and  (hdll 
be  made  to  confidcr,  what  a  lon^  iMSbtt 
they  have  fooled  away,  and  gotten  nothing 
by  it  in  the  end,  but  a  wounded  con(cience» 
and  a  mod  terrible  profpcifl:. 

But  neverthelefs,  though  this  alone  4)e 
a  great  confideration,  yet  in  compariibfl 
of  what  follows,  it  is  little  to  be  valtked* 
For  whatever  our  loffcs  are  n<)W>  a4  long 
as  we  have  fome  time  y^  left  us,  we  nniy 
make  ourfelves  fome  fort  of  reparation* 
But  a  time  is  coming,  which  we  fhouH 
always  provide  agarnd,  wheri,  notwith*- 
ftanding  the  intimate  affeCHon  that  is  now 
between  foul  and  body,  they  muft  be  di- 
vorced, and  live  in  a  fepatate  ftate  tiH  the 
general  judgement  day.  The  diifiJhaM  re^ 
turn  to  the  earth  as  it  wasi  and  the  fpirit 
/hall  return  to  Oad  who  gave  tV.  It  (hall 
i^turii  unto  God,  to  receive  its  fentencefor 
the  works  done  in  the  body;  and  accord- 

ing 
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ing  us  tHofe  works  haVfe  bfteo^  whether 
good  ^f  evili  fo  will  iK  Aate  4)e  ftfiigndd  tt^  v 
either  df  happiA^s  or  ttitfety.     And  what- 
jBVier  AfJit  ftate  be,  it  %lllibfc  utterly  unr' 
changeable.    There  e&n  tW  no  riVivirigi  ^ 
till  the  rrftrrreftiott ;   ho  retiirrting  upon 
the  earth  any  more;    no  living  over  our 
Jives  again,  to  reftify  any  one  mifcarriage  j : 
no  recalimg  a  minute^  tb  drop  a  tear^  or 
to  tty  fi^  p^don .    And  this  is  the 

.^''/Rdftfen  I  mentioned  for  our  redeeming 
the  tittiie,  nimely,  Betaufe  tbi  hfs  ofit^  at 
tbeendtif  tin^  iife^mUb^ifripQrableikt^ 
ing  it  Is  impolfible  fot  u«  to  ocffiije  Out  Of 
Obr  graves  agairt,  to  oKte^  tri»€  better.  Wd' 
are  deeply  concerned  fherfefore,  to  ddtibkf 
our  dS%eiR:e  about  it  now,  before  it  is 
paft  Mdtemptioli.  As  yet  it  is  not  too  latei 
but  it  will  certaiulf  te  fo,  when  oncft  we 
are  dead^  Qiir  works  will  follow  us  into 
another  worlds  but  it  would  be  nmadnefs 
to  think  we  nciay  begin  thein  there.  Whkh 
way  foever  our .  fouls  go,-  we  tnuil  ne-* 
iceflarily  l^c  tefers,  by  lofing  our  tiffte 
jierc, 

0^v 
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Our  Saviour  tells  lis,  of  a  broad  juoay 
tkat  leadetb  to  d^ruBion.  And  fuch  as 
go  that  way,  are  beyond  all  poiiibility  of 
redeeoiing  tbeir  time^  or  of  being  ip^ 
dfemed  themfelv^s,  wh^n  once  they  arrive 
at  the  end  of  thei^  fad  journey.  T^bere 
tke  Infirm  dietb  not^  -,  and  tbe  Jire  is  not 
quenched* 

.Oyr  Saviour  tells  us  ^o^  of  aflrait  gate, 
and  a  narrow  njsay^  fwbicb  feadeth  unto  Ufe^ 
Nowthough^  in.  that  blefTed  ftatet  evejy 
faithful  QirifUan  will  be  crowmd.for  al} 
his  labour  and  travel ;  yef  in  heaven  itfelf 
he  will  .find  fome  detriment,  by  not  rc- 
d^mipg  his  time  h$ret  with  that  diligence 
and  vigour  which  he  (hould  hayeuied. 

.For  :as  there  are  degrees  of  torment  ia 
l>eU,  fo  there  ace  degrees  of  happine&  in 
heaven,  according  as  men  have  eniployed 
tjieir  opportunities  in  this  worlds  Thi^ 
QurSjivipur  intimates,  by  ^t.many  manfions 
whicjh.he  faith  are  in  his  Father's  houfe. 
Tbe  wprcls  of  St,  Paul  are  alfolo  the  like 
]pqrpofe;  There  is  one  glory  of  the.  fun,  ano- 
ther glory  of  the  moony  and  another  of  the 
fi^rsifor  one  fiar  differ etb  from  anotbcK 

far 
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ftar  in  glory:  So  alfo  is  the  refurreSlion  of 
the  deddi  -Accordingly,  he  faith  alfb  elfe- 
-whtttyHe  hvhich  foweth  Sparingly y  Jhall 
reap  Sparingly ;  and  be  which  foweth  boun^ 
tffully,  Jhdll  reap  bountifully.  And  again  i 
Every  man  Jhall  receive  his  own,  reward^ 
according  to  his  own  labour^    .'^ ' 

And  now,  the  funi  of  all  is  this :  — that 
we  (hould  manage  our  expences  of  time, 
with  all  pious  and  prudent  frugality;  as 
being  the  tnoft  precious  thing. in  this 
world,  and  as  that  which  will  terminate  at 
laft  iri  an  unchadgeableftate^  where  we 
Ihall  certainly  Jbe  favers  or  lofers  to  all  eter- 
nity, as  we  redeem,  or  wi  redeetp  it.nQW. 
And  therefore  it  might  becooae  us,  to  fet 
afide  fome,  though  it  were,  but  ,a  fmall 
part  of  every  day*  to  thii^k  what  eternity 
imports  i  and  what  it  is ;  to  live  without 
any  end,  without  the  l^ft  ^xpedation,  or 
poflibility  of  ap  €nd«  Men  ^  woqld  faifi  be 
immortal  iS^r^r  and  a(Jl  ^as  if  there  would 
be  no  end  of  the^r^///>/;  of  which;  this 
\%  one  of  the  gs^ateft  and  moft  palpable : 
For  di«  we  niiift  ini  our  re4>cdi»c  turns; 

and 
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iu\d  as  fure  as  death,  judgameot  will  Mr 
low  :  And  as  the  fentence  is  then,  (o  will 
every  one's  lot  hold  on  to  eternal  ag<^| 
without  ever  coming  to  a  period; 

Confidering  therefore/  how  vnchange«« 
able  our  flate  will  t;>e,  whether  in  woe  or 
Ulifs ;  and  how  oqr  everlafting  Fortunes  de- 
pend upon  the  ufe  we  make  of  our  time 
now ;  ~  we  are  infinitely  concerned  to 
redeem  what  is  loft,  with  a  very  quicks 
h^fid,  left  bur  lofles  prove  utterly  irre-^ 
(bvdrable. 

The  tirtie  here  is  Abort  at  the  beft :  The 
pleafures  of  fin  are  biit  for  a  feafon :  The 
world  paifeth  a way^  gradually  :  People  eve? 
ry  d^y  go  away  Deforc  us :  And  a  icw  feet 
0?  earth  Wirt  in  d  Utrte  time  ferve  to  hold, 
lh6  rhoft'  inAtiatild  ^nd  trbublefome  inaa 
tiiat  is  Jh  It  lioA/i^:  ' 

It  vvoiild  6<i  a  v(/^Ift  thing  to  look  forward, 
and  ib  feonfidel'/iiiwhat  a  littlfe  fpace  there 
^ill  be  isiA  end  of  a  man's  fids  aiid  vanities 
here.  lA  d  fiiW  yda^s,  pofterity  (td  be  fure) 
^lU  fee  a  vift  alteration:  Thefe,  the 
haughty  head  laid  low;  ^ei^e^  th6  un^ 
confdohable  opprtiflbrs  cut  down ;  thfere, 
the  luxQFious  dbirowii  ^0  nontfli  dttd  fatten 
S  worms  ^ 
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worms;  there,  the  envious  eye  clofed; 
there,  the  mouth  of  the  profaner  (lopt; 
and  there,  a  full  end  put  to  vicious  courfe$ 
hfres  i&  qM  whieh  tin^  the  fou^s^of  thoia 
mifefable  Wretches  artr  gont  off,  with  an 
eternity  of  guilt  upon  them,  to  an  eter^ 
nity  of  puniihinent. 

All  which  things  we  fhould  ferioufly  lay 
to  heart ;  and  from  thence  be  induced,  to 
make  the  right  ufe  pf  our  prefent  time^ 
and  to  redeem  that  which  is  paft.  Wherc- 
unto  nothing  can  guioken  our  endeavourt 
fo  piuch  as  this  one  tjiing,  namely.  To 
coniider,  wbgtwiU  beqpmeof  us,if  wedo 
not. 


&ERMOM 
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Be  doing  daily« 
f  From  Dr.  Pell i ng  on  Time* } 


•••• 


H£B.  m.  134 

Exhort  one  amtber  daily,  while  it  is  called 
to-day  I   left  any  ^  you   be   hardened 
:  tbrougti  the  deceitfulnefs  of  Jin. 

THE  better  and  wifer  fort  of  hea^ 
tbens  advifed  men>  to  make  choice 
of  a  fchennie  of  virtue  for  the  rule 
of  their  lives  i  and  to  order  all  their  actions 
according  to  it  day  by  day.  As  thus  j  To 
begin  their  works  with  carneft  prayers  to 
God  I  to  honour  God  before  all  things ;  to 
have  a  religious  regard  for  oaths  j  to  x^^ 
verence  their  parents;  to  love  their  friends  j 
to  delight  in  good  naen  j  to  keep  the  body» 
with  all  its  faculties  and  defires^  in  fubjec'^ 
4  tion  I 
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tion ;  for  very  fhame  to  abftain  from  every 
thing  that  is  evil^  both  abroad  and  in  pri- 
vate; to  praitife  virtue  with  fincerity  of 
heart;  to  loolc  upon  riches  as  a  thing  that 
peri{heth>  and  ^s  fuch  to  flight  them ;  to 
ftudy  bow  to  rcfemWe  God  in  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  mind^  and  to  make  that  one's 
aim  and  pleafure;  to  be  contented  with 
one^s  condition^  and  at  all  times  to  fubmit 
to  God's  providence^  who  often  gives  good 
men  thefe  outward  matters  with  a  fparing 
band;  to  be  inflexible  and  conftant  in  a 
virtuous  courfe ;  to  weigh  one's  actions 
well  befbrehand>  and  to  confider  the  na-' 
ture  andconfequenceof  them;  to  obferve 
temperance  and  moderation ;  to  be  meek^ 
iand  patient,  andjuft,  and  cautious  in  all 
cafes. 

Such  rules  as  thefe,  fome  of  the  ancient 
moralifls  direded  people  to  live  by  daily. 
And  then,  every  night  before  they  went  to 
fleep,  they  direfted  them  to  examine  them- 
felves  flridtly,  how  they  had  fpent  the  day; 
that,  if  they  had  lived  according  to  rule, 
they  might  have  for  their  prefent  rcwai-d, 

the 
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th€  plesfurc^wwi  JQy».of  a  good^wr^fiience  > 
buitj,  if  they  had  traoigrefled^  thit  t)^)9 
vught  repent,  ami  ihereby  learn  tlw  better 
bow  to  aniieiid  theii  lives  t^  day  fqllow^ 
iog.  Ta  this  «pd,-^befpc^  fdii  ta&^  youfl 
Mpofc^  i^y  th(»y»  aik  youiifdf,  wh^rQioi 
youi  have^  tfaofgiceffed  I  what  you  ba.¥Q 
^n»;-^nd  fQjL  look  pvei;  aU  youf  a^Wni 
^  4«^y  paftf.  tw<>  01  three  tipws,  Aat  wk 
9110  tbipg  Q^QT  elibape  ^puti^y  aa4  e«99^ 
na^ipn. 

This  was  gp?a(  a^vic^f;  e^ci^lly.  ^ 
l^eathens  to  give.  J^ujt,  the  fafn«  f4){^  mjtji) 
a  r^doubjied  weight  upop  qur  cpnii^jpqeesi 
wh^n  epfbrx:ed.  by  the  Qom&m^9^  th^ 
great  author  of  our  religion  and  i^pfloprt^ 
^>2^pinefs.  Thq  cqveiiant  gjyen  ii%  l^  pus 
Saviour,  carries  with  it  a  profpedt  of  fai; 
better  things  dian  the  bfsathen^  had  any 
aiTurance  of,  and  therefore  bindj^th  ouf 
Saviour's  injuuftion  the  more  firqaly  upoq 
tis,  when  he  requireth  q^  t<)  be  earqcil  an4 
conftant  in  our  duty,  aqd  to fu^OQ  4f9 
'  to  pafs  unproiitably  by  up;  but  to  exkori 
on^  anothfr  d^tify^  whfk  it  il  cfif(edtQ-da9^% 

left 
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f^ My  If.  us'be  bardehtd  through  thei^ 
tfitfuhtjsojjin. 

The  grew  promifc  which  Ghrift  hath 
given  us^  is  that  of  eternal  happinefs  With 
himfelf ;  and  to.  quicken  our  endeavours 
after  it>  thefe  twalthin^  require  oai:  ft^ 
tioiis  and  daily  qonfideration ;  vi%^ 

What  Js  necei&ry  xm  (»ir  part;  in  brde^ 
tD  etejqal  happine& }  and 
.   Ifow  coodiint  out  care  ifaould  be  t6  do 
that  diily»   which  is  fo  indifpenikUy  re^ 
({uicedof  1^.;     s  1  »  /    !  :      *    ' 

J  Tha^  wlMj?h  ispsceffaryion^ our  part  ini 
in  (i^t^^,^ gq4lifybten4>er^,ahd  difpafttum  df 
^;)^.r^— -Thoitgh  our  Saviour  hath  puir^ 
chafed  foi^  us  4  liberty  .to  enter  into  that 
Hdjr  and  bUfsful  plKe.ibovfer  yet  to  pre* 
pare  us  ;for  it^.fUcha  fbmi  of  hdart  is  re-> 
qujfite>-as  vvi}l  qa[ak&  it,  to  bs  a  place  of 
bappineis  iudefidi}  N6\y  that  muil  need^ 
||s  a  divine  framet;:  or  a  teoiperfuitable  to 
the,  natvire  of  God;  F(x  we  muft  not 
^iok^  that  :the  mere,  pofleilion  of  heaven' 
msJcf  s  the  fpirit^  of  men  happy ;  npr  that 
a  quiet'gfieflefs  wfidition  is  that  wherein 
,ypL.IV,  Z  all 
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iOl  b«p4anei&  doth  ootafiil.  Bdj^ii^i 
which  is  compleat  and  peHea^^.'^Cn^  ftb^ 
iWef  all  tii;6  faculties  tfi^fottli  iiad^od 
itiofi  ht  the  gIbHoos  xk^Qt  for  us^«»  e«§«)t| 
that  is*  to  admioot  and  Iote»  and  delight 
iOt  to'  aU  ietQfoitjr*  There  tntift  be  the^'> 
fore  a  likeoef)  of  linDf>cl^  add  a  likefi^ft  6f 
«lindi  b^cntfe  oaUkeiieftfianirilly  oartiea 
with  it  diiagreeabfeocfi  «iidtn'erd(Ni»  whititt 
in  no  mark  iteooeilaibk  with-  hafij^efs* 
tbaq  Kni!e  is  witfc  bftttcdw 

To  live  happily  with  God  and  0irift» 
ive  muA  be  of  the  £ttBt  d^ofiCions :  And 
i^  wias  for  this  .gn^  leit£bli»  that  wto 
Chnfthned  wiiii  us  tipi»«arih«  he  gave 
«s  fi>  many  ^pintoal  and  divine  ]aw»<  They 
wwr^  ODtpqrd^y  arbitrary  demtuanf^,  Ipt^ 
ceeding  from  CocL's  ab^ute  and  tuiecMv* 
liptdbijle  pleafure,  imia^  to  ti^  ttid  esmv 
die  our  obedieilse  i  bot  tlM^*  Wfcre  inttfld^ 
ed  as  wi&  and  gracioaa  medifods^  to  pdift 
OQH  minds^  to  f«tfe^o«l  natmrey  afld  to 
xaife  it  by  d^;ree6  iter  fiich  aiv  ^|k  ifi^ 
noble.  pttQh,  that  it  mig^  OMDe^iwai-tMhc 
B30fl  perfedtaodbk^  aattfftt  cf.h^  !&••> 
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ther,  for  tte  ebjoyment  of  whom  he  c4ma 
to  fit  u$. 

And  thus  therefore  it  app'eif s»  thdt  tfi^ 
^mg  which  U  iii^^vf  bti  but  psim  iti 
orddf  id  tlt^Vfld  faappihe^,  is  a  godKke 
templar  dhd  di|{fofition  of  mitid.    Which 
ibbing  thbtbaghly  (»n6dered>  it  will  ma* 
iiiMiy  atpp'eaf;  ihii  fo  dtaiii  tbu  reguint 
otti'  daify  tthd  cttnjiant  tare.    For  it  is  * 
l&iiftg  of  tab  Hidden  difpatchi   hut  th^t 
tvhfehi^^ret  dlthe  tiine  a  <naa  cahfiinl 
ht  his  whoh;  iifefb  do  it  weH.    Thofe  vi^- 
4009  ^ich  ftrve  to  p^rfeA  U8>  tod  fo 
4tt^t  lis  ^e  iinto  God»  are  not  poured 
-ffA  lOI  ih  an  ihftant;  much  \dk  tan  they 
^fiidcome  prefetitly  habiind*    There  is  re- 
quired a  conftant  courfe  of  repeated  adiohs 
ia  acquire  and  fix  theoi  %  and  this  requires 
conftancy  of  pra^ifctr.    Day  by  day,  ^xbr 
psitt  ot  ofller  of  ihisf  nfectflary  work  muft 
tft  d!iiiJ4lched"r  otherWife,  ^t  dJfRcttltiftA 
cf  ft  iWtt  inereafef— hi  tht^  refpeatifce;?- 
mhf  titffihefe,  whicfh  whin  it  comds  ih 
npoh  us^  in'  Wbtm&fibeir  grbws  under  our 
liands-by  being  nibg^eddd,  diough  hut  for 
crday. 

%%  U 
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In  the  profccution  of  this  matter,  kf 
us  confider,  what  labour  the  very  begin-- 
,  nings.  cjiU  for.    The  firll  tafk  we  are  tp  go 
j^Soiit  18,'  Xo  riSlify  our  corrupt  nature^ 
which  is  a  thing  that  o|)Ii^eth  us  to  conti- 
nual attepdance  and  care  oyer  it^  becaui^ 
it  is  Uke  a  fort  of  foil,  which  is  apt  of  iN 
felf  to  run  to  weeds,    we  brought  with  us 
from  the  womb,  the  feeds  and  principles 
.of  evil.r   And  as  thefe  appear  betjmes,  fo 
\  they  rif?  quickly  to  ^»gfeat  heigljt.    fl[^ 
.  then  the  work  (hould  ^eearljc,*  foi;,th]efa»- 
^ingof  time>  to  ciflt^^te  our  natjUi:^  ^oqi 
:our  youth;  with  a  q^ick  hapd:.tp  che^k 
•  thpfe  vices,  which  are  like  poifonoufw^eds 
in  us ;  and  to  make  them  die  daily^  as  the 
,n>an  grows.       .    ^  . 

Pride,  anger,  foiiefulnefs,  envj^  fenfuai- 
lity,  inordinate  ielf-love,  jroughnefs,  auj^ 
tiqtra<^abilify  of  fpirit,  apd  Mrhatcycr  conkts 
.under  the  notion  of, /V/->7ij<«r^»-~the&  aib 
very  nqxious  things,  that  fpring  out  oi  us,- 
,and  ti^t  ftairi  and  vitiate  the  whde  map 
.more  and  more  daijyi  ancl  therefore  re- 
.quire  conftant  dil^coca  to  root  them  out 

what 
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what  we  can,  while  thie  mind  is  yet  foft, 
tender,  and  pljable:  becaafe  when  once 
the  devil  cultivates^  and  cudom  cpnih-ms 
them»  they  will  be  the  harder  and  harder 
to  be  rooted  out.  Many  a  foul  is  fpoiled 
dnd  ruined,  for  want  of  good  education  in 
time.  The  pradtice  of  fin  brings  delight 
with  it;  pkafure  makes  it  cuftomary; 
cuftam  renders  It  habftual;  abd  when  that 
which  was  a  fafllt,  comes  to  be  wicked- 
nt&9  ftadied;  adled,"^  repeated  vice,  and 
deeply  ifoAttA^^thk  labour  in  clearing  the 
foul  of  Ir,  will  be  as  different  in  propor- 
tion, as  it  is  between  weediog  out  .aJittle. 
fhrub,  and  pluckipgiip  a  Urge  tree. 

This  confirms  the  matter:th4t  I  am  now 
upon,  namely,; that! in  new  naoUlding  our 
hearts  to  fit  ourfelv^sibr  eternial  happinefs, 
we  fhould  do  fomething  every  day  that  is 
9onfiderable.  For  the'  tImQ  V?c  lofepr  ne- 
gk<^,  vice  gains ;  and  th$rel)y  becomes 
more  difficult  to  be  fubdued  and  morti- 
fied .  Can  the  Ethiopian  cfiange  hisjkin^  or 
the  leopard  his /pots  f  Then  (fays  the  pror 
phet)  may  ye  alfo  do  goody  that  are  accuf- 
tpmedto  do  evil.  To  break  an  habit,  efpcT 
:  Z  3  '     cially 
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dally  on  a  fuddeo^  is  like  the  inKadiog 
end  forcing  of  natufc,  which  \%  not  to  b^ 
done  without  4  violent  han(i.  ^s  long  sm. 
nature  is  at  the  bqttQip,  it  will  appear^, 
and  that  with  vigour^  when  the  aid  and 
^elp  of  the  ienfqal  ^ppetites^  and  whe|i 
cuftom  haih  given  ita  kind  of  title  to  the;, 
ipaftery^ 

tl>ia  (hews  what  a  grea|  neceflity  there 
is  for  a  inan>  to  beftoiy  pains  upon  hiip<!? 
iclft  ipore  or  le&>  «very  day ;  \mw^^  it  \% 
this  which  gives  him  a  gradual  w^qry  ^ 
He  is  continittdly  doing  fomething  towards 
it :  Here  he  gainetb  one  point,  and  there 
another ;  and  &  in  tiine  he  finds  certain 
and  kindly  fuccefs,  by  thus  tambg  his  na« 
tare,  and  bringing  it  toadu^leoianage-* 
aUe  ten^per  by  degrees* 

But  all  this  while  I  amilippofing  him, 
not  to  have  arrived  to  the  pitch  of  an  over* 
grown  finner,  but  to  be  come  only  to  the 
common  age  of  manhood ;  when  one's 
^n5,  though  they  are  flrong  and  impetus- 
ous,  yet  are  not  fo  fixed,  obftinate,  and 
refra^ory^  as  crooked  old  age  is  apt  to 

make 
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jpakediem.  Silchan  cMperiaiciM  y^retch 
whoQi  Ac  pkafure*  and  perkaps  tkeprofiti 
likewife^  of  £>  many  year^  hath  confirmed; 
ia  wickednef8,*--CQnicft  at  laft  to  be  To  har« 
dctted»  that  all  reifonings^  admonitioiiSy 
csQubfels^  and  prayets  are  thrown  away 
upon  him,  and  make  aa  hltle  eift^bial  imiii 
ju^ilion  upon  his  pen^rft  mind^  as  they 
would  upt>n  a  rock. 

The  danger  ofcqmiiig  to  this  (ad  pidfi,  ia 
a  Jfrwgtr  irguaaent  ftilt,  of  the  neoeffity 
thfre  is«  of  doing  fomodiiog  daily  in  ordor 
to  eiernity ;  that  is,  fto  wiornfy  fooiQ  iia  or 
other  evf  ry  day,  mA  ewi^  day  to  live  mora 
and  noore  un^  God«  Qur  corrupt  nature 
brings  focth^n;  md  fint>econiM  finifhed 
by  d?gr<ie8,  by  growiag,  an4  gathearing^ 
ftrength  daily. 

And  by  this  means  the  devil  infenfibly 
prep9res  a  way^  to  that  hd  flafie^  which  is 
Q^^Jin4limpenitencei  by  whidi  is  meant, 
fuqh  a  numbn^Si,  ftupidtty,  and  deadncfs 
of  hfartt  as  doth  utterly  indHpofe  it  for  a 
tf «e  godly  repentance^ 

It  k  to  be  feared,  that  men  often  conoe 
t9.  this  wretched  ftatc,  by  the  juft  judge«< 
Z  4  nicnt 
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ment  of  God  upon  them^  fen-  their  wicked* 
livea^  and  for  their  obftinately  putting  oflF 
the  reformation  of  them  from  day  to  day» 
The  truth  is,  it  naturally  foUoweth  fuch  a. 
y/icked  courfe. .  For  ufe  and  cuftom  do  , 
nftturally  ferve  to  harden  the  heart : .  So  that 
when  the  hoary  head  comes,  it  is  as  bard 
a  matter  ^o  renew, the  old  wicked/mind,  a$ 
it  is  almoft  to  renew  one's  age.  Nature  is 
of  itielf  inclined  to  evil ;  and  when  a  long 
tirade  of  wickednefs  hath  brought  the  mind^ 
to  bein  love  with  it,  to  be  devoted  to  it, 
to  be  bent^  fet,  and  fixt  upon  it,  it  muft 
needs  be  almoft  impbilible  to  pluck  up 
thotc  men-s  habits  quite  by  the  roots, 
which  have  been  fo  many  years  a  con- 
trading,  end  which  have  grown  follrong 
and  deep  into  the  heart.         » 

Bvt,  hcfides  all  this;  the  more  time: 
men  wafte  in  an  cvil.courfe,  the  left  they 
have  of  Go^s  holy  Spirit}  and  by  this 
means  alfo  the  fiiffer  apd  haixler  are  their 
hearts,  and  the  more  they  fin  away  their 
d*y  of  gr^ce.  Without  Chrift  we  can  do 
-        _     -  *         nothing  |i 
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nothing;  for  it  is  God  that  worketh'  in  us, 
both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure/ 
The  ftrength  we  have  "is  from  abo^e ;  the^ 
power  which  ferves  to  prepare  and  affifr 
our  fouls,  and  which  doth  every  way  en*' 
Ale  us  to  work  out  our  falvation,  is  freely- 
given  us  by  the  Father  of  fjJirits. 

Now  though  God  givcth  freely  unto  aU,i 
and  to  every  man  fuch  a  portion  of  his^ 
grace  as  is  nccejSary  an^  fuitable  5  yet  they 
that  are  negligent,  and  illhuibahds  of  their 
talents,  do  impair  their  (lock  daily :  Byre-' 
filling  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  thty  take  a' 
courfe  to  grieve  it  5  and  by  continuing  to^ 
grieve  it,  they  proceed  at  length  to  quench' 
it.  Where  God's  grace  is  abufed  or  flight- 
ed, there  he  withdraws  it,  and  leaves  them 
to  themfelves,  thereby  puniftiing  them 
mod  juftly  for  the  long  incorrigiblencfs  of 
their  temper. 

And  this  neceffity  of  working  out  our' 
falvation  day  Ijy  day,  is  one  reafon  why  a 
late  repentance  is  fo  often  reprefentcd  as  a 
ikte  t>f  danger  and  of  the  utmofl  hazard ; 
by  a  hte  repentance^  meaning,-  that  re- 

morfe 
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morfe  of  Gon&ience,  and  forrow  for  fin, 
viPbicb  fe  not  bogqn,  till  dd  ago  or  ficknofii 
comes,  auMl  the  tecron  of  death  with  it. 
For  though  it  be  granted,  that  God  par- 
lieas  every  true  penfteiitjr  whenever  he^ 
tmifi,  toQodwithidlhis  heart  and  GM'. 
Yet  the  great  quf(Uoa  is,  >yh^«r  »^VU!» 
repentance  be  true,  right,  and  fuch  as  the 
gol^l  requif  es  ?  that  i$.  Whether  it  be  in- 
deed a  true  change,  and  renewing  of  th» 
snind  ?  For  Aero  nftay  b»  a  forsow,  and 
often  is,  a  real  and  paffim»ateforraw,  with- 
out fadi  a  change  j  a  fcrrow  that  proceeds, 
oot  from  an  hatred  of  fin,  but  merely  from 
a  fear  of  hell. 

For  how  is  it  probable,  Aat  fo  n^ny  old. 
belofed  vices  can  be  quite  caift  off  on  a  fud- 
den  ?  That  fo  ipany  fi;ced  habits  can  he 
rooted  out  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  ?  Or 
that  the  whole  bent  and  temper  of  th^. 
heart,  can  in  a  moment  be  changed  (o,  as 
to  be  dire^y  oppose  to  what  it  waajuft 
before  ?  It  M  far  more  prc^able,  tb^t  it 
was  only  ^  fight  of  hell  that  feared  the 
wretch,  and  threw  him  int^  pang9s  and 
fo  any  man  may  b?  tro^ibledA  terrified* 

and 
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jand  tormented,  though  God  bath  forfakea 
him;  becauf^  felfrprefecTatioa  is  an  inicr 
fivaUe  pripciplie  of  mature. 

Ah)»  ifov,  th?  refult  and  Turn  of  thb 
whole  argument  i$  this:  That  in  9rder^ 
ihQ  ohtaining  of  eternal  happine&  bereaf- 
tcrj  it  is  an  exgeUent;  way^  to  be  bettering 
our  fpiritiiaVftiite  every  day  in  fomo  rcfpe^ 
And  proportion.  For  th«  work  a^  aufi 
hffth  to  do,  is  great  and  difiicult«  and  that 
which  requires  every  day'^  care  and  dili- 
gence of  him,  efpecially  if  evil  cuiloms 
^ve  got  the  dart,  and  are  beforehand 
with  him.  Nature  alone  is  bard  to  be  rec- 
j^iied  1  ^d  a  conftant  tenor  of  diligence  is 
necefiary  to  transform  it  fp,  as  to  maJce  ;t 
rqprefent  the  divine  nat«rc.  But  when 
evil  iabits  alfo  are  to  be  contended  and 
grapi^led  with^  every  day's  refqlution  and 
^divity  is  little  enough  to  conquer  them  4s 
they  ihould  be  conquered ;  that  faith  and 
virtue  may  carry  the  day,  and  triumph 
over  them.  Either  they  muft  be  daily  re.- 
filftcd,  or  moft  certainly  they  will  get 
groiind  of  us.  daily :  And  what  people's 

negligence 
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iicgtigchce  will  tarn  to  at  laft,  in  6ld  age, 
or  upon  a  death-bed,  God  alone  khowcth 
infallibly.  It  is  not  likely  a  man  J(hoald 
be  able  to  deftroy  that  at  his  laft  hour,  or 
in  the  time  of  weaknefs,  which  he  fiifF&red 
to  gather  and  grow  to  a  great  h&d  In -thte 
days  of  health  and  vigour.  More  likely *k 
is,  that  God  will  punifli  fuch  negligence 
with  utter  forfaking,  and  with  hardncfs  of 
heart  5  againft  which  no  fufBcient  or  furc 
provifion  can  be  made,  but  by  hearkening 
to  his  voice,  while  it  is  called  to-day. 

Let '  us  therefore  '  refmeraber   the   ad- 
vice of  thofe  andefit  heathens  lYpake  of, 
who  would  have  us  to  rcfolve  and  fix  upon 
a  good  rule  of  virtue,  (and  none  can  pre- 
tend to  be  fo  good,  as  what  our  bleffed 
Saviour  hath  given  us  all)  j  and  'every  day 
examine  our  confciences,  what  we  have 
omitted,  and  what  we  have  done;  what 
prayers  we  have  offered  up  unto  the  Father 
of  lights ;    what  offices  of  righteoufneli, 
mercy,  and  goodnefs  we  have  performed 
to  men ;  what  good  we  have  done  to  our 
*^own  fouls;  what  inordinate  and  irregular 
'  defires  we  have  mort-ified ;  what  paffions 
-       .       *  we 
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we  h^c  commaoded  apd  fubdued;  how 
Jow  we  have  brought  ^very  lofty  imaginal- 
tion  i  how  far  we  have  put  away  all  bit*- 
;teraeis|  and  wrathi  .  arid  ingerj  and  da^ 
mour^  a,nd  eyH-fpcakingj  with  all  malice  is 
wherein  we  have  imitated  the  life  cf  our 
iblcfled  Saviour,  whoi&€rificed  his  own  life 
foif  us  J  aod  to  what  degrees  we  have  per- 
feded  ojac  nature,  upto  a  likenefs  of  the 
adoreable  pcrfcdions  of  the  ever-bleflcd 
God,  whofe  great  and  tender  mercies  are 
over  all  his  works. 

True  religion  doth  not  confifl,  in  formal 

fiiews  and  profeflions^  but  in  thofe  dWine 

endowments  of  foul,  which  make  us  ap<- 

.proach  nearer  to  the  gloriea  of  our  Makers 

And  by  taking  ourfelves  thus  jto  account 

every  nighjt,  we  ihall  the  better  diicern^ 

what  we  are  to  implore  Gbd's  pardon  and 

afliftanee  for,  aga\nft  the  day  following  ;rHu 

wherein  we  h^ve  been  wanting  j  what  de«- 

fedts  we  are  to  make  up^  ^bat  is  to  be  th& 

principal,  biufinefs  of  th^  next  day  1  what 

graces  we  are  td  improve;  what  we  are  to 

,pra<5Ufe^  ^nd  what  we  are  to  avoid.     In 

fliort^  we  (hftll  fcafily  know  how,  and  be 

cafily 
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tafily  aUe  indeed>  to  rtdtetA  duf  I«!ft  iiffl^i 
becwfe  it  wiO  be  /ir//^^  if  du6  tii^e  and  dt^^ 
ligence  be  nfed  eH}ery  day. 

By  this  method  we  may  fbdft  t&k6  Mft 
lu)neft  account  of  our  adti^s  $  otif  repetit^ 
wice  will  be  renewed  day  by  day*i.  tbb  catt 
we  ought  to  hav^  4>f  ^or  dmmoftaS  Ibtdt 
will  ctmtimialiy  al^de  With  lie^  stod  ^dt 
iipoa  our  minds ;  our  heart  atid  Waya  ¥flA 
be  always  under  our  0wn  watdifui  eye  as 
well  as  God -s ;  the  afiiftances  and  cbn^oMSi 
of  God's  Spirit  we  (hall  nevtr  be  Without  f 
tbere  will  be  no  tttm  fdt  thofe  vicious 
hibits,  wbic^  bring  others  at  kff  alrndft 
to  an  idapo^bility  of  re^nting ;  it  W9I  be 
impoiible  fw  ^tm  t^ei  f6  bt  Bxt,  or  to 
tike  root  J  hardly  will  an  hour  in  any  ono 
iftay  be  quite  lofk;  I  mi  fure^  a  btig  traft 
«if  titaoe  will  be  fa^^ed^^  which  is  Utterly  dropt 
«»1  forgoctefl  by  (^ofev  who  kave  all  to 
the  fad  af(eit^reGte)ni0gs  of  a  dtatb-bed: 
"The  great  ttlifchief  tJhm  is/  fhatitiaoiit 
«f  their  pMMT  t6^  recover  4heir  hiSki^ 
though  their  hearts  (hou]^  earnefdy  di^fiite 
M\  fo  many  monihn  and  yeai*a  are  im^pe^ 
fibk  to  be  recalled  i  and  i^  diil  Calkmity 
2  comes 
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comes  from  the  want  of  ibme  diligenet 
every  day ;  it  is  men^s  great  negligence  as 
to  this  particular^  that  poftpones  the  whple 
budne^  of  their  fU^atlon^  ^and  liiniers 
that  continual  progrefs  and  proficiency^ 
whereby  otherwife  they  might  have  grown 
in  grace  unto  a  mere  ptxitd  flate^  unto 
the  meafure  of  the  feature  of  the  fulnefs  of 
Chfift- 

Wherefore  let  m^eiibar^  one  another  dai^ 
ly^  ijobilfi  it  is  called  to-day*^  left  any  of  us 
be  hardened  tbt^gb  the  ikceitfulnefs  ofjin^ 


-mm.^mmmM 
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;s  E  rm  6  K  XIX; 

Benefit  of  the  Sacrament^  ind  Butic^ 
thcr6upon^ 


[From  a  Difcourfe  of  Dr.  Barrow's  upon  the 
•    -       ,    .  fiwCharift.]  _'  • 


£XOD.  XU.  24; 

And  ye /hall  obferve  this  things  far  an  6r^ 
dinance  to  tbee^  and  to  thy  fons  for 
tver^ 


THbSE  words  were  delivered  up6il 
occafion  of  the  Jewifh  paffweri 
Among  the  many  wofnderfui 
works  of  power  and  kindnefs,  performed 
by  Gdd  Almighty  in  favour  of  the  chiidreii 
of  IfraeU  and  in  order  to  their  delivery 
from  the  Egyptian  flavery^  there  iS  none 
more  remarkable  than  this  i  namely,  the 
iftiiflrig^the  fifft-born  in  every  houfe  of  the 
Egyptians^  and  passing  ovir  the  houfes 

of 
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df  thi  fchitdrcrt  oflfrde/i  vJrhcrfcin  God  dc- 
tlafed  hi3  juft  Wrath  agairift  their  cruel  op-* 
prtffotsi  depriving  thcni  in  at  fuddcn  and 
dreadful  irianner  of  What  Was  neareft  and 
deareft  to  them ;  and  whkrdn  alfo  he  de- 
clared his  gracious  mercy  towirds  the  ^ 
rdeiites,  iii  preferving  what  was  alike  dear 
to  tbeftti  frota  fo  Woeful  a  calamity  i  thuil 
(as  it  is  e^tpreficd  in  the  chapiter  before  my 
text)  putting  a  difference  between  thd 
Egyptians  and  the  children  of  Ifrael* 

Now  that  the  memory  of  fo  remarkable 
i  mercy  might  be  preferred  i  that  their  af- 
feiSlions  miglit  be  taifed  to  a  ftrdng  fenfe  of 
God^&  goodnefs^  and  that  their  faith  might 
be  confirmed  within  thetlii  fd  aS  in  the 
like  need  to  hope  for  the  fdm6  favourable 
help  and  f^rotedloui  by  the  confideratioii 
of  fo  femarkabk  an  experiment:  It  pleafed 
God  to  appoint  zfacramentf  or  myfterious 
Hte,  called  the  Pajfover^  to  be  celebrated, 
every  year,  reprefenting  and  recalling  to 
mindi  that  a£t  of  God^  wherein  his  fpecial 
kindnefs  was  fo  eminently  demodftrated 
towards  his  people  \  \&  may  be  feed  at  large 
in  that  chaptei;  of  Which  my  text  is  a  part 
^  Vol,  IV.  A  a  This 
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.  This  facrament  of  the  pa/Jbver  (as  were 
alfo  feveral  other  rites  and  facrifices  infti- 
tuted  by  God  among  that  people)  was  a 
type  and  forerunner  of  that  other  great  de^ 
livery  from  (in  and  hell,  which  God  in  mercy 
defigncd  towards  mankind,  to  be  atchieved 
by  our  Saviour;  prefiguring,  that  as  the 
Iamb  flain  in'  the  paffover  was  to  put  the 
people  in  mind  of  their  deliverance  from 
the  Egyptian  bondage,  fo  the  fhedding  of 
the  blood  of  our  Savjour  (who  was  that 
Lamb  without  fpot,  which  was  flain  for  the 
fins  of  the  world)  fhould  put  us  in  mind  of 
the  deliverance  of  our  fouls,  from  the  Ipi^. 
ritual  bondage  of  fin. 

The  occafion  df  celebrating  this  holy  rite 
of  the  paffover^  our  Saviour,  we  find,  did 
improve,  to  the  inftitution  of  the  facra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  fuppefr;  which  agrees 
with  if  very  much  in  the  dcfign  of  it,  as  it 
reprefents  and  commemorates  the  greateft 
bleffitig  and  mercy  that  we  are  capable  of 
receiving;  and  accordingly,  fome  part  of 
that  ancient  rite  oi^  facrament  is  ftili  pre- 
ferved  in  our  facraqpent  of  the  Lord's 
jfupper.  .     ' 

This 
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Thisgreat  Chriftian  ordinaace  isjikinly 
defcribed  tp  us  in  the  fovir  gofpels,  and  iri 
'the  firft  epiftle  of  St.  Paul  to  thd  C*m- 
thiansi  and  is  diflijnguilhable  iQt;o  theiS 
thief  parts: 

Firft,  The  blefling  and  cbnfecratidn  (bjf 
prayer  and  tbankigi^ing)  of  bread  and  wihe. 

Next,  The  breaking  of  bread>  and  hand- 
ling of  the  eup; 

Then,  The  delivery  and  diftributionof 
them  to  the  perfons  prefent. 

Then,  The  declaration  accompianying 
that  delivery^"  that  thofe  fymboHcal  things 
and  actions  did  reprefent  our  Saviour's 
body  given  andbrcjken,  our  Savioot*s  blood 
ihed  and  ]^ourdd  out  for  us,  in  eflabli(h<^ 
ment  6f  the.  new  covenant; 

And  laftly/  The  a£tual  partaking  of  thofe 
fymbolfe,  by  eating  the  breads  and  drink- 
ing the  wine,  done  by  all  prefenti 

Thefe  things  we  find  done  at  the  firft 
Inftitution  of  this  holy  Cieremony  i  arid 
which  .our  Saviour  obliged  us  to  itnitatej 
faying.  Do  this  in  Remembrance  of  mei 
-  Such  is  the  practice  itfclf  inftituted  and 
Enjoined  by  our  Saviour.  In  difcourfinjf 
A  a  2     -  where- 
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whereujXM  I  wUl  confider  particularly  tw^ 

I/TTie  ©reat  importance  md  ti/eof  thi& 
.  jBicramenu 

IL    Thft  ^/Vx  incumbent  upon  us  in 
tdpcct  thereof. 

L  I  propofe  toconfider  its  importance 

One  thing  that  fhews  it^  is^  its  b^ng 
Intended  to  keep  up  within  us,  a  perpetual 
remembrance  of  what  our  Saviour  batb  done 
midft^ftred  for  2^  /  It  is  an  action  very 
proper  to  remind  os  of  it,  to  move  us  to 
confider  it,  and  to  beget  in  us  a&ctton^ 
fuitable  to  the  memory  and  confideration 
•f  it*  Do  tbis^  fays  our  Lordj  in  ftmem^ 
hrance  of  me  y  that  is,  do  it  fo,  as  hereby 
IB)  ratib  in  your  hearts  a  reflection  upon 
^bfe  grievous  pains  which  I  endure  for 
your  fakes,  to  procure  for  you  a  remiiSpn 
<$f  fi[»,  aud  a  reconciliation  to  God.  And 
3t-  Paul  fays,  So  often  as  ye  eat  this  breads 
ofsd  drink  this  cup,  yejhewfortfs  or  ye  do 
fignificantly  exprefs,  the  Lord's  death  tiU 
.  brcomey  or^  during  the  time  of  bis  abfence 
ffom  us* 

7  The 
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,  Xhe  fuffering  of  our  Saviour^  which  is 
tj;)e  moft  wondcr&l  a€t  of  goochiefs  and 
charity  that  ^er  wai  performed-  w^  t^ 
^^jE»<ld»  god^htchpibdaCethefieSsof  tfa^ 
lifgheft  ponfcqiiehce  to  our  benefit,  (te^uld 
,vcry  freqTODtly  be  prcfent  to  our  thought 
And  affeY^ons.  And  that  it  may  be  fo  with 
advatitage,  fnch  1  £)Iemn  and  feniible  re^ 
prcfentation  ofit  is  very  cofldotihlcj  where- 
in w6  behold  him  crucified  ufr'^Jk  (as  St 
were),  his  body  broken,  and  hi«  bkx)d 
pouted  oat  lor  us^  It  beingV  ii^  fome  re* 
fptSif  putting  us  into  the  circumfbnces  of 
fhofe,  who  did  behold  our  SavioQf  hang* 
ing  upon  the  crofs  for  our  fins. 
:  Our  Lbrdf  being  abfent  in  body  from 
us»  fitting  in  heaven,  at  God^s  right  handsr 
in  order  to  fupply  that  abfenci,  left  we 
(hould  become  eftranged  from  him>  ia 
pleafed  to  order  this  ocxafion  of  being  pre« 
ffsnt  with  us  in  the  facramcntji  and  of  con« 
yerilng  with  us  in  fuch  a  mariners  as  majr 
retai^  in  our  memories  his  gracious  per- 
formances  for  us»  fuch  as  may  impre&  ttk 
our  hearts  a  kindly  fenfe  of  them,  and 
»ife  us  up  in  mmd  an4  .afi^on  to  him. 
Aa3  .     Agaiiii 
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Again  %  The  ufeand  importance  of  thif 
facrameat^ppcars  further  from  this  conV 
'fideratioo:  That  hereby  we  reeeitxejf^H- 
tml  comfort  and  refreflwunt  for  our  fouH^ 
•The  Lord's  fupper  is  a  hcrfy  feaft,  a  fjiiri^ 
;lual  r^p^ftw  a  d^ine  dntertainmeht^  46 
lyhich  Gr6d  in  kindnefs  incites  us;  to  whuik 
if  we .coiiic  with  well-difpofed' minds,  be 
4here  feeds  us  with  mo(b  heavenly  fufter 
nance,  with  (he  mojl  holy  And  delicious 
youriftiajeptj,  Bread  is  ^yftly  accounted 
ihe  fupp9Ct  0f  life,  the  inoft  wholefome 
and  moft  ftftceflary  food:" ^>?^is  accounted 
aliQ  the  jnoft  wholeibmle;  moil  pleafaM 
and  cordial  drink  ;  By  thcm-thtrefpfe  Our 
JLord  chafe  to.  reprefpnt  ^that  body  "and 
)>loo(|>  *  by  -the  offering-  jof  which  a  ftaie  ^  of 
life  and.b^ppihjefs  was  procured  to  maft* 
Iciqdi  the.receivii^of  which  with  a  right 
apprehenfion,  the  taftingof  tfaehi  ^wkh % 
lively  fiith,  digefting  tl^tn  with  G4r«fk| 
attention  and  meditation;  icon  verting  thefti 
into  our  Iub();afu:e  by  devoiit^  :grateful}  arVd 
J*oly  aifedions^  joined  with  feriouS  ittd 
ftejdy  rcfojutions  of  living  anfweraUytherer 
gn;oJ--r»9U.  certainly  fappartr  apd  m^n? 
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tain  our  fpiritaal  life,  in  a  vigorous  healthy 
and  happy  growth  of  grace,  refrefhing  our 
Kearts  with  comfort  and  fatisfadion  un- 
fpeakable.  He  that  thus  eateth  pur  Sa' 
viour's  fiejh^  and  drinketb  his  bloody  (as  St. 
John  expreflcth  it),  hath  eternal  life  abid^ 
ing  in  him.  Which  benefits  therefore,  in 
the  due  performance  of  this  duty,  are  con- 
veyed unto  ua. 

Another  inftance,  wherein  the  ufe  and 
importance  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
fupper  doth  appear,  is.  That  hereby  we 
become  united  unto  Cbrift  I  we  are  one  with 
Ghrift,  and  Chrift  with  us.  We  become 
royftically  united  unto  him,  by  a  clofede- 
pendance  upon  him  for  spiritual  life,  mer- 
cy, grace,  and  falvation;  by  a  conftant  ad- 
herence to  him  through  faith  and  obedi«- 
cnce,  and  a  near  conformity  to  him  in 
mind  and  afFedion  5  by  an  infeparable  con- 
junction with  him,  by  the  ftridleft  bandg 
erf  fidelity,  and  by  the  moft  endearing  rer 
Jations.  .        ^ 

Which  things  could  not  be  more  fitly' 

reprefcnted  to  us,  tlian  by  the  partaking  of 

A  a  4.  mt 
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ourbeft  and  mod  occe^iurj  feodi  W^W^ 
beiog  taken  io,  iopn  becoqtie^  united  tous^ 
and  conrerted  into  pur  iubftance  |  therein 
renewing  our  ftreogth^  fiad  trpajirfnj^  ^\^ 
dfi?ays  of  OUT  n^^e^ 

Wherefore  (f^ith  our  Saviour),  If^  that 
e^Utb  myjkjh,  anddriuketh  my  hk$d^  a^id^ 
(tbinme^  andlinbim.  And,  The  cup  pf 
blejfmg  (faith  St.  Paul)  which  W  blefs,  b 
it  not  tbe  coMMyNipi?  of  the  blood  ofCbriJi  ? 
^bf  bread  which  <we  breaks  fs  it  nof  fhe 
poMMUNiON  ^  the  body  ^f  Cbrifi  ?  \ 

In  the  outward  adioUi  we  pirt^k§  of 
the  fymboU  reprefenting  our  Saviour's  bodj 
and  blood;  but  ia  the  invirard  ftf^  fpiriti)^* 
intention  of  4t^  we  do  as  it  were  commii*- 
nicatf  of  hie  verf  pcrfon^  being  (in  thaft- 
mafiner  I  bavf  mpntiof^cd)  intiaiately  ^nit? 
|Bdtol)im. 

^  further  indance  which  fbews  the  iniT> 
port;Micie  and  ufeof  this  holy  f^atncnt,  is^ 
Tba(  we  are  hereby  ^\&)intiaiSLttly  united 
Tgne  with  another.  We  are  hereby  ni^ted 
^Q^ber  in  one  ponfent  of  o^ind,  and  unity 
(£  faith  >  in  n^iti^l  good* will  and  afiec*?. 
\^\  in  hope,  an4  tendency  to  the  fan^e 
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fsWed^di  to  ^[MrsiiitdJwatfaaSiood.aad 
fociety,  cipe^ially  upon  »^ont  of  out 
!C(»nnaon  union  with  Chrifti  which  moft 
clK>lfelyliintfe'U8«9rtpiiniiit|ibr,  :P^tidkIog 
^}i|ce  «if  this  x>aB  imiiKidipL  ibod^  we  lio» 
fome  tcaiii24ted>  (asit  wfx^  into  one  hodjt 
«nd  iobftaiice ;  acoordfing  «o  that  of  Sti 
Papl,  wbire  Jmc  %«,  ihatwtiv-ivffatg-'imn^^ 
tfr*  tf»*  breads  and  me  body}  for  that  aU 
ff  us  fb  partake  «f  one  Bread. 

lMliierq>refeatingkiux><}ttdi^y  tf^pro> 
iRW^nf  .9C  ifae^  thbgAf  the  ufe  and  IdH 
pwCaiK&Af  this  hp|yi#i9rag»eatd9thcon-t 
4fti  Jt ^imsiK.de^gQod  ^^aproper and  e^ 
czciQm  }pftfun)cnt»  19  t^ife  in  us  pious  «£•>; 
j[€^ltQns  towftrds  jotir^good  <3od  and  gra^ 
cious  i^edeejper ;  to  ^)/^iiC  \»  to  all  holy, 
praj^ti)^;  to  confirm  our  faith,  to  nouri(h) 
opr  hope,  to  qoickea  our  fpfolutions  of 
walj^ui^  (CjirefuUy  in  thp  way$  of  ou^  duty;, 
to  unite  us  more  firmly  to  oar  Saviour,  -and^ 
to  cQiohine  us  in  phacity  one  towards  an< 
other.  The  apoMnj^jhing  of  whi(it  in«, 
tentkiDs  implira  oar  faithful  and  diUgent 
pceeiurrenipeiD  the  u&  of  them.  And  from. 
\^i)^  do  arife  feveral  duties  incumbent  on 
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US  widi  rfcgard  £6  tliifi  pridtice;  And  this 
brmgs  me  to  the 

,  11^  Part  which  Icpropofcd^  Ais-dif. 
codrfei  namely^  tibfhx^w  wimitihofuiuties 
t^e.  And  thefe  am  df  three ;kikKi$}iadY 
as  go  before  tfae,ii&  of  it^  iviskkMiaecom-f 
^iiigfit^.aod'fiKbas^iiwirftcritiv'  ...    ; 

The  duties  ex^&^of  us  bjshjae  iwcrc>* 
ceive  the  facrament^  are  fuch  as  thefe : 
"  Before  v^  addreis:  oui^ves^to  the:  par-* 
fcflting  of  this  vt»CF4bte  myftsery;'*  we 
thodd  confidcr^  whither  we  aw  0oing,f 
what  is  the  nature  and  imp^Miitfce  of  the 
a£fion  we  {tt  ourfcitvesl  about ;'  that  We  are 
approaching  to  tbe^Lord's  table;  ^  t6  come 
into  his  more  immediate  pr^fence^  to  be 
entertained  by  him  with  the  deareft  wel- 
cotne,  to  receive  the  fuHeft  tfcftimonies  of 
his  mercy,  and  the  fureft  pledge  of  hisia-. 
vour  towards  us;  that  we  are  goittg  to  be- 
hold the  reprefentition  of  our  Lord's  ten*» 
direft  love,  in  crfRrihg.himfeif  up  a  iacri^ 
ficetoGod,  therelb  undergoing^  the  foreft 
pains,  and  the  fouteft  difgr^ft^^fbi*  our 

goo4 
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'  good  ind  falvation;  that  wc  ought  there- 
fore to  bring  with  us  difpdfitions  of  foul, 
-  fuitflble  to  fuch  an  accefs  untoj  and  fuch 
^ri  infercourfe  with,  our  gracious  Lord. 

Had  we  the  honour  and  favour  to  be  in- 
vited to  the  table  of  a  great  prince,  what 
cfpccial  care  fhould  we  have  to  drels  our 
bodies  in  a  decent  garb,  to  compofe  our 
minds  in  order  to  the  exprefRon  of  lall  due 
'  refpeft  to  hini,  to  bring  nothihgabout  us 
that  is  unfeemly,  which  might  offend  his 
fight,    or   difpleife  his.'  mind:    The  like 
fUrciy,  and"grcatdt  care  fhould  w6  apply, 
i^hen  we  thus  bring  called,  do  go  into 
God's  Tprefedce  and  trommdnion.-     - 
' * '  Wfe (h6uld,  in|)«paration theretOi  with 
flli'^UK  pcflJ^er,  en^aVbtfr  to  dtf^nfe  our 
^Isfrom  dl  impurity  of  thought  and  de- 
-fiie:j  ftom  all  in^juity  and  pcrverfenefss 
from  all  malice,  envy,  hatred,  anger,  and 
ijifi'fwkevit  difpofitions,  as  are  moil  offen- 
^v6  |Q  God's  a&pierciog  fight,  and  unb&» 
fecnaing  his  glqrious  prefence.    We  (hould 
^r^:our  fouls,  with^  all  thofe  comely  or-» 
IJaittCnts^of  grace  (with  purity,  humility, 
ipctkmfs,  and  charity)  which  will  render 
.  *  -  us 
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us  ttGeptable  aad  weU*|Jcftfing  to  him. 

We  ihould  compofe  oucmiods  into  a  frame 

.of  reverence  and  awful  regard  tQ  thema- 

jeftj  of  God;    into  a  lowly,  calm,  a^d 

.taider  difpofition  of  heart,  apt  to  ei^prefs 

all  refjped  due  to  his  prefence,  fit  tQ  admit 

the  gracious  influence!  of  his  holy  Spirit ; 

very  fufceptive  of  all  holy  and  heavenly  af- 

.  fe^kions,  which  are  fuitahle  to  fuch  a  com- 

munioQf   or  may^fpring  from  it^     We 

ihould  therefore  reorave  and  abandon  from 

,US|  not  only  all  vicious  inclinations^  and 

ipvil  purports;  but  even  all  worldly  cares, 

,de£res^  and  paffions^  which  may.  diflraA 

or  difcompofe  ,us,  which  may  duU  or  d^ 

it(X  US|  which  may  cajufe  us  tp.bdlave 

oorfelves  indecently  err  unworthily  befbfre 

Ood».»nil  whkh  may  bereate  us.  of  the 

^9el}p»t  fruits  of  |b  bkiTcd  an  enleptaiflh 

.pitnt^ 

.  To  fhpft  purpofos  we  fiiould,  aotofdUig 
40  Sl  Paol's  advice,  jexamlne  and  appcovb 
.ourfdvf  s.;  ccmfideiln^  our  p4ft  adions,  »id 
^Qor  prei^  incfinations  i  and  accord&g^yi, 
by  fefioos.meditaticfn,  aod  fervent  sprayer 
10  God.liw  his  graoions  fiiOftance  t^ieio^ 

workiog 
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tirbrkiDg  oar  fouls  into  a  hearty  remorife  for, 
our  paft  mifcarriagee,  and  a  iincere  reib* 
lution  to  amend  for  tbe  future  1  forfaking 
all  fin  i  endeavouring  in  all  our  a^ons  to 
ferve  and  pleafc-Godj  purging  out  (as  St. 
Paul  again  injoin*  us)  tbe  old  leaven  ofma^ 
Uc€  and  isHckednefs ;  fo  that  we  may  feaft^ 
and  cel^ate  this  paflbver,  in  which  Chrift 
18  myilipaUy  facrificed  f^r  us,  with  the  «»- 
leavened  difpofitions  oi^ncerity  and  truth. 
—Such  are  the  Awxit^  previous  to  our  par- 
lakjcg  of  Hus  facrament. 

'  The  da^s  which  accompany  it,  arc 

ibchastheie: 

.  A  reverend  andilevout  afiection  of  hearty 

with  a  faitable  behaiviour  therein:  An  aw^ 

fill  fepfe  of  mind,  beitting  the  n^jeftyof 

that  preienc^  wherein  we  do  appear ;  zn^ 

fwerable  to  the  greatnefs,  and  gdodneis, 

aodhoiinefs  of  him  with  whom  wecon^ 

verfe;   and  becoming    th<j    facrcdikfe  of  /^£^Ip^,. 

tliofe  myfteries  which  are  exhibited  to  us  :/:y  ^t^V-A 

A  devotion  of  heart,  cpnfifting,  in  a  fin43i  ^^^  J^j 

cere  abhorrence  of  our  fin%  which  did  ex-\^>*^Vv^'^ 

pofc  Qur  Saviour  to  the  enduring  of  fuch    ^'^^CL^^ 
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pains ;  in  a  firm  nefolqtion  to  fprfake  thd 
like  hereafter,  as  injurious,  di{honourable# 
and  difpleaiing  to  bun  5  in  fervent  love  of 
him,  as  full  of  fo  wonderful  goodpefs  and 
charity  towards  us  j  in  moft  hearty  thank- 
fulnefs,*  for  thofe  unconcejvably  great  ex- 
^preffions  of  kindnefa  towards  us  1  in  deepcft 
humility,  upon  the  fcnfe  of  our  unwortihi- 
nefs  to  receive  iuch  teftimonieB  of  grace 
and  favour  from  him ;  in  a  pious  joy,  in 
confidering  the  excellent  privileges  herein 
imparted,  and  the  blefled  fruits  ^cGruing 
to  us  from  his  gracious  performances  ;  in  a 
comfortable  hope,  of  obtainiog  and  en- 
joying the  benefits  of  his  obedience  and 
paflion>  by  the  abidance  of  his  grace;  in 
a  fteady  faith,  and  full  perfuafion  of  mind/ 
that  he  is  ready  (if  we  be  fit  for  them)  to 
beAow  upon  us  all  ithe  bieilings  thyen  exhi^ 
bited;  in  attentively  fixing  the  eyes  of  our 
mind,  and  alJ  the  powers  of  our  foul  upon 
him,  as  willingly  pouring  forth  ^lis  life  for 
our  falvation  \  and  bfUy,  in  motwns.  of 
enlarged  goodnefs  and  charity  towards  aH 
oUr  brethren  for  his  fake,  in  obedience  to 

hi* 
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his  will,  and  in  imitation  of  him.— — Such 
like  duties  fhould  attend  our  participatioa 
of  this  holy  facrament. 

The  duties  which  ought  to  follow 
AFTER  the  receiving  of  this  facrament^ 
(hould  be  fuch  as  thefe : 

An  increafe  of  all  pious  inclinations  and 
affections,  expreffing  themfelves  in  a  real 
amendment  of  our  lives,    and  producing 
more  goodly  fruits  of  obedience:   The 
thorough  digefting  of  that  fpiritual  nou- 
rifliment,  by  our  becoming  more  firmly 
united  to  our  Saviour  by  higher  degrees 
of  faith  and  love  :  The  maintaining  a  more 
lively  fenfeof  his  fuperabundant  goodnefs  : 
The  cherifliing  thofe  influences  of  grace 
which  dcfcend  upon  our  hearts  in   thig 
communion  5    and    improving   them    to 
nearer  degrees  of  perfection,  in  all  piety 
and  virtue:  A  watchful  ^are  and  endea- 
vour in  our  lives,  to  approve  ourfelves  in 
|bme  meafure  worthy  of  that  great  honour 
?nd  favour,  which  God  hath  vouchfafed 
to  us  Iti  admitting  us  to  fo  near  approaches 

to 
t 
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tohimlclf :  An  carncft  pul-fuancc  qf  fh« 
rcfolutions,  and  inaking  good  the  engage^ 
ments^  which  we  made  in  fo  folcmn  a 
manner  to  our  God  and  Saviour  i  And 
iaftly,  the  confidering,  that  by  the  breach 
bf  fuch  rcfolutions,  and  by  the  violation 
of  fuch  engagements,  our  fins  will  receive 
fo  great  aggravations  of  inconftancy  and 
perfidioufnefs,  that  bur  guilt  wilj  be  migh- 
tily increafed  j  that  if  our  fouls  rclapfc  into 
fo  grievous    a    diftemper,    o«r    ^iritual 
ftrength   will   he  exceeding  impaired  i 
and  confequently,    our  true  comforts  will 
hereby  be  abated,  our  beft  hopes  will  be 
ihaken,  and  our  eternal  cftate  will  be  de* 
fperately  endangered. 

Anit  now,  froni  all  that  hath  been  faidi 
It  abundantly  follows,  that  wfe  oug^t  glad- 
ly to  embrace  any  opportunity  prefentcd 
to  ps,  of  communicating  in  this  holy  fit-* 
crameill;  the  doing  fo,  being  (as  you  fee) 
not  only  our  duty,  but  a  great  aid  and 
inftrument  of  piety;  the  needing  of  it^ 
a  grievous  fin,  and  productive  of  great  mif^* 
chiefs  to  us. 

The 
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The  t>ridiititiEc  Cbrlftians  did  very  fre^ 
iiuehtly  ufe  it^  partaking  thereiHi  as  it 
ieem^^  at  'every  time  of  4heir  iheeiing  fo^ 
God^jfervice.  Whjch  pra^ice  ihaywdl 
be  cbhdoivedi  to  have: been 4i^at  means 
(if  >  kindliDg^aail  pn^ferdng  An  theoi^ .  that 
k^yferMOo^  ofpibty^  tvhioh^hey  &  ilitii^ 
Irioiiflyeoc^reiibd  itPtheirconVeriation^  and 
b  tUeir  ^ladfi)i|ie  lu^ring  for  Chrifl'A 
fake;  And  thb  abating  of  that  frequency 
teU^v|k)j(Hblrbettckoned  (»p&'bf  thecaufeili 
bf  tli^  .degenferaoy  df  €hriftito  p]'a49:ioei 
faiio  (tbat  .|s«eat  ccddneft  ihd  iflackiiefs} 
i^l^b  dU  aj^wsards^ieisie  upon  it»  and 
doth  Qottr.a^jfuuttitly  keep.it  in  a  languiCb^ 
ing  add  dying  flifc. 

The  ieldother  tkrcafionl  therefore  thai 
We  now  have  of  performing  thi^  dutyt  and 
"bf  dfijoying  Ihiis  benefit^  the  tnore  ready 
Wc  thouMibe  to  embrace  them;  If  wis 
•fear  God^s  dil]^leafurei  if  we  value  our 
^Lord  and  bt»  behefitsi  if  w6  tettd^f  t^e 
lifei  he^lbi  and  welfare  of  our  fouls ;  wc 
-fS^iX  iiofc  fiegled:  it.  I^or  hpW  can  we-  but 
'<bfitMi^G<jd  by  fuch^xtreoie  rudenefs^  that 
'When  he  kindly  invites  il»  to  his*  table^  we 
:   XouW.  Bb  urc 
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are  averfe  from  coming  thither,  or  utterly 
refufe  it  ?  that  when  be  calleth  us  inta 
his  prefence,  we  run  from  him  ?  that  when 
he,  with  his  own  hand,  ofifereth  us  in- 
cftimable  mercies  and  bleffings,  we  rejedb 
them  ?  It  is  not  only  the  breach  of  God's 
command,  who  enjoined  us  to  ^  tbiti 
but  it  is  a  dired  contempt  of  his  favour 
and  goodnefs,  moft  clearly  and  largely  ex* 
hibited  in  this  office. 

And  how  can  we  bear  any  regard  to  our 
Lord,  or  be  any  ways  feniible  of  his  gra- 
cious performances  on  our  behalf,  if  we 
are  unwilling  to  join  in  thankful  and  joy-> 
ful  commemoration  of  them  ?  How  little 
do  we  love  our  own  fouls,  if  we  fufFer 
them  to  pine  and  flarve  for  want  of  that 
food,  which  God  here  difpenfeth  for  their 
fuftenance  and  comfort;  if  we  bereave 
them  of  enjoying  fo  high  a  privilege,  fo 
iheftimable  a  benefit,  fo  incomparable  plea- 
fures,  as  are  to  be  found  and  felt  in  this 
fcrvice,  or  do  fpring  and  flow  from  it  ? 

To  conclude :  Let  us  every  one  endea- 
vour, therefore,  by  God's  grace  and  aC- 
fift^nce,  to  believe  and  to  a£t,  as  becomet^ 
4  Chriflians» 
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Chriftians.  Let  us  be  frequent  and  fer-* 
vtnt  in  prayer^  and  all  pious  devotion,  fin^ 
cerely  obeying  all  God's  commandments. 
Let  us  continue  orderly,  dutiful,  and  wor- 
thy menibers  of  Chrift's  church,  growing 
continually  in  grace,  by  the  worthy  par-^ 
ticipation  of  the  holy  facraments.  That 
fo  we  may  obtain  the  end  of  our  faiths 
the  fuccefs  of  our  prayers,  the  reward  of* 
our  obedience,  and  the  perfect  confum-^ 
mation  of  grace,  in  the  poflcflion  of  eter-* 
tial  glory^ 


^St 
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SE  KM'O  N    XX. 

IDnKcfStotibn. 

1  sam/xH.  5. 

ieio/Jf  here  iantf  witnefs  againfi  me  bt^^ 
fore  the  Lord,  and  before  bis  anointed: 
Wbofe  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  wbofe  afii 
have  I  taken  ?  er  wbom  bave  I  de-^ 
frauded?  nvbom  k^ve  I  opprejfed?  or  of 
wbofe  band  bave  t  received  any  bribe  t a 
blind  mine  eyes  therewith?  and  I  will  re* 
Jlore  it  you. 

TH  £  R  £  16  no  doubt  but  every  one 
will  be  ready  to  fay,  that  this  waS' 
a  noble  and  generous  refolution 
of  the  prophet ;  and  that  the  example  i> 
highly  worthy  of  our  imitation  and  regards 
And  this  indeed  in  fbme  part  is  true^  and 
if  every  one  throughout  all  his  ^ranfec^ 
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tiQns^wpulfl..be.  fo  candid  as  to  make  this  , 
profefiibn,  and  to  pradtiie  accordjng  t(^  it, 

the  worl^  wpi}^4  b^^^A.%.^.^S^  ^^'p^^^* 
dition  than  now  it  is. 

But,  yet  tjiis  i$  ^  far  ffjopj  i^nj  ^affijaordi- 
^^n.  ^n^  ^^^^n^^te  height  of  Yk'.^F» 
that  lefs  than  this  will  not  ju^y  us  in  tlief 
fight  of  God.  Nay  even  this  declaratioo, 
iij'its.  litsr^  meaning,  falls  (hort  of  what 
wasi  ^he  la^T  iVi?ler  the  Mofaic  difpenfa- , 
tVHI.  £^(;  r^jftitution  was  not  fufHcient, 
IQ  a^y  of  the  inftances  here  produced;  but 
forqetl^ing  iva^  Required  over  and  above, 
^hespby  Xff^  n[^^^l^c;  a  reafonable  compenfa- 
t)oq  for  the  trouble  and  damage,  which 
the  injured  perfon  might  have  fuftained, 
tj^ropgh  the  v(mt  of  what  had  been  un- 
juftly  taken  Of  4?^ained  from  him, 

Ifi  fli^burfing  tl^erefqre  upoiji  this  fi^«* 
jpa,  IfUaUlhcw, 

I.  How  the  c*fe  ftood,  with  r^ar4  to 
this  duty  of  rcftitationj  under  the  Jewiih 
law :  By  whictj  though  we  are  not  bouQd 
as  to  the  particular  meafures  an4  inftaoces 
of  it,  yet  as  to  its  reafbn,  which  is  eter« 
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ndiy  the  fame,  we  are  ftill  obliged.  Thcrc^ 

fore  I  fliall  fliew, 
'II.  That  reftitution  is  a  duty  reafonabh 

initfelf. 
"  III.  That  it  is  moreover  necejfary.    And, 
IV.  I  ftiall  add  feme  motives  to  <juickea 

the  praiftice  of  it. 

'  I.  I  AM  to  (hew,  how  the  cafe  flood, 
\^ith  regard  to  this  duty  of  reftitution;  un- 
der the  Je wifli  la w.— Now  the  law  amongd 
ffhejcws  Was  this*:  If  a  man  oflfered  a 
s?Dluntary  reftitution,  he  was  then  to  re* 
ilore  the  whole,  and  to  add  moreover  a 
afth  part;  in  order  to' make  the  injured 
|terfdh  feme  reparation* for  the  damages  he' 
might  have  fuftained,  during  the  time  that 
his  right  was  detained  from  him-f-. 

^  If  a  man  did  not  offer  i  voluntary  refK-^ 
tution,  then  to  make  the  injured  pcrfon 
fohie  amends,  for  the  hazard  there  riaight 
fee  in  difcovering  the  trujuft  perfon,  and 
for  the  trouble  of  conviding  him  before  a 
magiftrate,  the  offender*  v^as  c6m  pelied^  to 
jreftore  double  !]♦     As  for  inftance.   If  a 

f  fev,  vj,  I,  &c.       t  Bx.'Xxii.  9,       ||  Ex.  xxii.  4. 
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man  dole  an  ox  or  an  afs,  or  a  fheep,  and 
the  theft  were  found  in  his  hand  alive^  fo 
that  the  injured  perfon  could  certainly 
know  them  to  be  his  own ;  the  offender 
was  in  this  cafe  adjudged  to  reflore  the 
thing  flolen^  and  another  as  good  ^. 

.  But  if  the  thief  did  kill,  or  fell,  the  ox 
or  the  (heepf  by  which  the  difcovery  might 
b.e  rendered  ftilj-more  difficulty  he  was 
then  to  reftoi;e  five  oxen  for  an  ox,  and 
four  (heep  for  a  flieep.  Thus  king  David, 
when  he  was  decoyed  by  the  prophet  Na- 
than, to  condemn  himfelf,  under  the 
feigned  charader  of  a  man  who  had  robbed 
his  neighbour  of  an  ewe  lamb,  and  had 
killed  it,  pafled  fentence  according  to  the 
tenor  of  this  law :  As  the  Lord  livetb, 
(faith  he),  the  man  that  bath  done  this 
thing  Jhall  fur ely  die*,  and  he  Jhall  rejiore 
the  lamb  fourfold.  The  former  part  of 
the  fentence  indeed,  he  had  no  law  for 
pronouncing,  that  the  man  fhould  die  for 
it ;  but  the  latter  part,  that  he  fhould  re-* 
Jiore  the  lamb  four  fold^  is  exadly  con-^ 
formable  to  the  law  for  that  purpofe. 

«  Ex.  xxji.  J, 

Bb4  Thus, 
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Thus,  if  we  Qh^dAtihd  tKk  SttUfixkak 
of  Samuel,  in  its  lifera)  acctf^tioSj^  to 
offer  no  more  than  a  fitikple  refiitutioA,  i% 
is  b^lQW  the  meafilirps  (^  that  mftkiMdii 
un^ler  which  he  lived ;  |n  dnfcr  fHc#tf6#Qf 
%o  recommend  it  to  ictlitatiqinji  iri  ttibSi  tier  - 
forced  to  qualify  it  by  ^  favduribfc  <itfA-! 
fl:rndion :  And,  no  dotibt,  file  riSflfHtf^d 
he  here  propofeth  nsuft  Jn<*rid  4t  the  low^ 
^ft  a  /^;sr^/  reftituiion  ji  whicfr,  flrlte  ft  #itt 
volqntary,  muft  here  ltfii^\%  th<^  ^olft 
?nd  a  fifth  part  befide?. 

Not  that  we  ar^  cxaQly  boOftd  to  thOicS 
ineafures  which  were  prefcribcd  by  ikt 
Jewilli  law.  Yet  there  ifeemeth  no  objec- 
tion to  a:rire  even  againft  thefe  proportidjiSjt 
faye  oxily,  that  the  circumi^anges  of  ih6 
ofifen^ers  are  oftentimes  fo  wre'tched  and 
laieanit  that  fuch  a  reflitutioQ  is  imf^radi-! 
cable  j(  which  may  be  the  reafoh  pjobibl^- 
why  violence  and  fraud  arc  puhiihed  by 
Oth^r  inflitutions  in  a  differdilt  rbafiiief. 
But  tbis  is  ho  reafon^  why  reiUfiition  (hduldl 
liot  he  p^ade  where  it  cati  i  aiid  even  in 
^afes  where  it  cannot^  the  Jewifii  law  did 
pXQvide  this^  KVOLtdy^  naifldy,  that  the  man 

ihouW 
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ftould  be  SoiA  for' a  flave  timtil  %h^  year  of 
jubilee;  and  out  of  his  price.,  or  &  rnudM. 
o(  it  ^  "W^  ncxxtf&ty^  ilmt  reftitutiAa 
ilkftfld  be  mtde^ 

Beit  id  f^  ds  i0»e  rMfmiabkne&  of  tlili 
law  doth  eSfttend;  fo  fit  we  ffiU  continue 
tp  be  bomid  bf  iti  tbcJogh  not  by  tfce 
liW,  yet  bf  the  reafeh  txpoti  which  it  h 
fbond^.    And  this  brings  me  to  the 

H*.  tHiKC?  f  propounded,  which  was  to 
ihew,  that  f hfe  duty  of  reftlttition  k  rea^ 
/onaife  in  kfdf. 

And  here  the  argtraient  depends  on  this 
principle,  that  it  id  fit  every  man  fliould 
have  his  own,  and  that  every  man  fhoold' 
part  with  that  which  is  not  his  own.  That 
one  man  fhcMd  riot  in  luxury  and  volup^' 
tuouihefs,  out  of  that  which  he  hath  no 
confcionabie  title  to,  and  that  another 
^hofe  right  it  is  (hould  be  poor  and  de- 
ilitute,  is  unreafonable  and  hard;  and  al^ 
th6ugh  God  Sometimes  permits  it  to  be  ib» 
to  convince  us  how  fmali  account  he  makes 
of  riches,  and  becaufe  this  life  is  of  no  re^ 
gard  in  refpedk  of  eternity,  yet  it  is  nevcr^ 

tbdefs 
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thelefs  unreafonable  in  the  peribn  who  is 
the  caufe  ci  it. 

And  if  it  is  z  bafe  thing  to  rob  and  ipoil 
aman.of  hisgoodsy  only  for  this  wicked 
reaibnt  becaufe  he  is  weM^  and  not  able 
to  refill  us  i  or  to  cheat  and  defraud  hiai, 
only  becaufe  God  hath  imparted  to  hiai 
an  inferior  degree  of  underilanding^  or 
hath  not  granted  to  him  the  means  of  culti- 
vating his  natural  endowments,  by  that  im- 
ivovement  and  education  which  others  en- 
joy; and  if  it  is  equally  unreafonable  to  keep 
and  with-hold  that,  which  hath  been  un- 
juftly  acquired  by  force  or  by  ftratagem : 
then  in  the  fame  proportion  it  is -reafonable 
tpreftoreit. 

If  to  do  no  wrong  be  an  high  degree  of 
wif^pipy  the  next  to  that  mv^Q,  be,  when 
we  l^ve  done  wrong,  to^put  things  right 
again.  If  an  injuftice  hath  been  donci 
tjiat  is  no  argument  why  it  ihould  be  re-* 
peated,  which  yet  is  repeated  every  hour, 
until  reftitution  is  made.  When  we  go 
out  of  the  right  way,  the  fafeft  courfe  is 
to  return  \  and  if  we  leM  others  aflray, 

to 
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we  ought  in  all  reafon  to  bring  them  back 
again.  ■         > 

If  welhink  it  is  hard  td  give  batk  that 
which  is  another's;  let  us  refleft  on  Ihc- 
other  hati4  how  much  harder  it  is  for  that 
other,  to  want  what  is  his  own.    Let  iiisf 
but  fuppofe ourfelves  For  a  while  in  thein-^ 
jnred  perfotfs  circumftances,  jand  that^ill 
difpel  the  mift  from  before  our  eyes,  and 
clear  up  the  difficuhjes  with  which  our 
intereft  may  have  incumbered  this  duty  r^ 
Which  will  bring  the  matter  to  the  teft^ 
jpf  that  golden  rule  of  our  religion,  To  do 
to  others^  as  we  'ivould  buve  them  to  do  unH 

Aijd;  fb  miich  for '  the  reafonahlenejs  df. 
this  duty.    I  proceed  now, 

IIFy.  Toiht^ iht kecejptyhrit.'  AM 
here  the  argument'  cotAes  with  its  full- 
weight  upon  us.  Wh4r  fs  tieceffary  to  be* 
done^  leaves  no  room  fofHifputation,  and^ 
excludes  all  other  iriforcements  as  fiiper- 
fluods.  If  then  I  can  malce  it  appeal-,  that; 
rcftitution  muft  be  made,  onelfe  we  muft 
pevcr  hope  to  enjoy  tlie-h^^ppinefs  of  hea* 

ven. 
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vta,  I  think  no  more  need  to  be  done  ta 
.■f>rove  this  neceflity. 

l;he  Chrtftian  re^k>»  re^iur^,  if  we 
have  done  aroUs,  tba^  we  andp.  ^  ftme 
a^^  bjr  regenli^ca  i  Ot^oKwife^  i£  ^e  die 
in  a  fin  unrepentod; Qf»  it  (but^.io  omt  ffom 
tbe  kingdom- of  heaven.  Rcfi^nt^fj^inv* 
plk^  that  be  forry  fof  w^  w^  hgye  dpoe^ 
that  we  implore  Ood's  pafdop  aiv^  for- 
g^venefft  of  it^  that  w^  do  all  in  puf  power 
ti>  re/ftoj-e  ourislyes  into  the  Ufo^  ?Qp<di« 
^j\  which  wp  vi^ere  in  hefofe  we  hai^ 
finned,  and  th^t  yifi  qo^ti^ijie  in  the  (fm 
1^  our  lives' end. 

Now  what  fort  of  a  thing  repentant 
mu^  be  without  reftit^tioi^  \%  i$  oaiy  to 
judges  It  is  a  fol^iiMi  provocf  tion  pf  l^qd't) 
juflice;  declaring  our  forrow  for  having 
^pne  that,  which  we  are  not  if^iUing  to 
iindo^  prqfefijog  our  grief  th^t  we  havci 
dope  wrong,  when  ^p  wopld  be  taot^ 
grieved  to  do  ri^t;  an4  p^ipg  W^ 
God  tp  forgive  us  ^hoie  fins,  which  at  the 
fame  tiipe  wo  are  teibhred  to  coqtiniie  io- 
Herdiy  we  propofe  to  iinfjo  wf  ioffoff 
fips,  1^  ^oiiig  juft  oothWi  -^  ^  ^^ 

move 
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ihove  into  our  former  innocent  ftate^  with- 
out aherlng  our  prefent  finfblone. 

i  mighti  Upon  this  head^  go  through 
the  wh6le  New  Teftiment^  and  (hew  all 
along^  that  to  continue  in  fin,  without 
ftiiking  1?feftIttitio(h,  is  contrary  to  *  the  ge- 
neral purport  and  defign  of  the  gofpeh 
But  hiving  mfehtioned  the  cafe  Of  repent- 
knee/ 1  fliall  ^hufe  to  leave  it  upon  you 
under  that  coi!ilideration,  as  containing^ 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments  that  can 
"be  offered  j  Tiamclyi  that  without  reftitu* 
tibn  there  can  be  no  repentance,  and  with- 
out repentiaince  there  will  be  no  forgivenefs^ 

Arid  fo  I  proceed  to  the 

IV*^  THING  I  prop6fed,  which  was,  ^ 
add,  if  yet  it  be  needful^  fome  motives  to 
qtiick^n  the  practice  of  this  duty. 

T^ftE  KHXT  fhall  be  dyawn  from  tha 

^j)rineiples  of  cbmmon  ptudtnci^  even  the 

fame  Which  dire^s  us  in   our  ordinary 

tera^ral^oncefnmentsi  not  to  defer  wh^c 

'muft  be  done^  till  the  morrow^  when  it 

'  inay  as  well  be  done  lo-^day.    There  is  no 

7  cbje£tiori 
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cbjcftion  agaihft  the  time  prefent,  for  put- 
ting this  duty  in  execution,  but  only  thafi 
it  is  prefcnt^  which  will  always  be  the 
cafe,  whenever  we  (hall  come  to  difgorge 
our  unjuft  gains ;  till  at  laft  we  (hall  die  in 
our  impenitence,  and  fhall  confequently 
perifti  in  our  iniquity. 

Let  us  haften  with  the  fatne  zeal  to  re*^ 
ftore  that  part  of  our  poffeffions,  if  any 
fuch  there  be,  which  hath  not  been  fairly 
come  by,  as  we  would  to  get  fo  much 
when  a  feafonable  opportunity  offers,  and 
then  we  (hall  need  no  other  incitement.  The 
opportunity  of  reftoring  is  always  at  hand  t 
Let  us  not  pafs  it  over  from  day  to  day^ 
and  from  year  to  year ;  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  we  catch  at  every  (hadow  of  advan- 
tage for  acquiring. 

^  My  fecond  motive  is  draWn  from  the 
principles  pf  our  common  humanity ^  or  lave 
to  our  neighbour  \  whom  wc  are  com- 
manded to  love  even  as  our(elves.  If  we 
are  moved  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  this 
affection,  we  (hall  not  endure  to  behold 
him  deprived  of  his  right,  or  kept  out  of 
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his  poflcflions,  by  other  men's  fraud  or 
violence,  without  a  fellow-feeling  of  his 
calamities,  and  a  yearning  of  our  bowels 
towards  him ;  much  lefs  ihaU  we  ourfelves 
be  authors  of  fuch  injuftice  to  him.  He  is 
framed  of  the  fame  materials  with  us;  and 
in  a  few  generations  backwards  is  defcend- 
ed  of  the  fame  flock.  He  hath  as  much  a 
defire  to  live  well  and  happy,  as  we  have ; 
and  hath  as  much  an  averfion,  if  he  could 
could  prevent  it,  to  be  oppreffed  by  force 
or  flratagem.  He  wiflieth,  as  much  as 
ourfelves,  to  enjoy  his  own,  and  hath  as 
much  right  to  it ;  at  leaft,  hath  a  much 
better  right  to  keep  it,  than  we  have  to 
take  or  with-hold  it  from  him.  And  let 
us  not  meafure  unto  him  that  ufage,  which 
we  would  think  hard  to  receive  from  him 
in  the  like  circumftances. 

A  THIRD  motive  may  be  urged  from  the 
principle  of  felf-lovei  from  a  regard  to 
ourfelves,  and  our  own  peace  of  mind. 
As  a  clear  confcience  is  the  greateft  happi- 
nefs,  which  we  are  capable  of  here  be^ 
low  5  fo  a  foul  confcience  is  the  moft  in- 

fufFcrable 
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fttflTerabte  torment.  iAiidnodungiCMi  b^ 
moredepbtablci  £ive  jonly  ihercpiidttkMi 
df  that  man  .who  kihardencdio  -ad  io&n^ 
fibility»  and  hath  fiknceditheiretMikes/of 
his  own  mind  for  his  mifdoiitgSi  'Btii 
though  he  hath  oaft  his  conibknce  into  a 
deep  deep^for  atime,  yet  may  nafiiatvhep^ 
that  it  will  not  awake^tme  day^  ^and  iecdil 
terribly  upon  him.  Y^ea,  let  not  the-  unjuft 
tnan  wifli  that  it  may  always  •  fkttttbcr  J 
for  then  he  is  deprived  df  hismoU  Btithfuli 
ihough  it  be  a  fe^re  friend  and  ^ounfelldr; 
So  that  the  uhjuft  man  intaiigleth  him^ 
felf  in  this  fatal  fnarej  ^either  tfaathe  ihiA 
^dure  intolerable  angiliOi  of  mind>  of 
elfe  that  he  Ih&ll  feel  no  remorfc  ^and  bi 
undone.  Bu  t  fueh  is  God's  infinite  mercy^ 
that  the  unjuft  man  feldom  efeapeth  ouf 
of  this  World,  without  the  horrors  ^nd 
alarms  of  his  own  confcience  for  his  ini- 
quities, 'fhe  hottr  of  afflii5lioni  ior  of 
iicknefs^  is  the  time  when  it  begins  to  be 
tineafyj  and  happy  is  it  for  him,  if  it 
Cad  force  ^  him  tovdifcbarge  his  unjyfiac-^ 
4ui(itions.  Efpecially  at  the  approach  of 
4^xh$  a  maa's  &)Qicienec  is  bufy  and  red- 

lefsj 
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lefs;  and  the  lefs  time  there  is  remaining 
wherein  to  make  reftitutibn^  fo  much  the 
more  is  it  prefiing  and  importunate/  and  i$ 
not  quelled  but  by  the  ftroke  of  death.*-— • 
As  therefore  we  love  ourfelves,  let  us  re- 
move the  occafion  of  thefe  troubles  and 
forrowsj  and  create  no  occafion  for  the 
future. 

Mr  next  motive  fhall  be  drawn  from  the 
principal  of  natural  affeBion^  or  love  to 
our  children  and  poflerity.  If  we  think  it 
hard  for  ourfelves  to  make  reftitution,  let 
us  not  think  it  will  be  eafier  for  thofe  that 
come  after  Us;  fince  we  find  by  cxpe- 
rience^  that  the  longer  a  thing  is  deferred^ 
the  more  difficult  it  becomes.  If  we  can 
be  content  to  be  for  ever  miferable  our- 
felves, yet  let  us  not  contribute  all  that  is 
in  our  power  to  render  them  fo  likewife.. 
The  gofjpel  reprefents  even  the  damned  in 
hell,  to  be  folicitous  for  the  welfare  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  are  allied  by  blood  or 
afFcftion. 

Let  us  not  entail  mifery  upon  thofe,  on 
whom  we  have  already  entailed .  a  being. 

Vol.  IV.  C  c  Let 
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Lret  them  hai^e  no  fins  to  an^er  unto  Godr 
iofj)  but  tbofe  of  thetr  own  prpper  con*- 
trailing,  l^el  us  not,^  by  ouf  |iegk&  of 
perfbrmiag  this  h9r4  dvty  oiir£bIve$»  being 
ugion  tbeiii  fi>  ckmgQroi^  a  tmnptattoo.  and 
i|  foar^i  whkh  will  in  sS'Oiuch  pcohahiH 
Ikf  prevail  qji^f  ih^fllf  as  it  hath  prevaikodi 
Already  over  us,  and  will  confequcndsr 
bring  them  at  length  into  the  fame  place 
of  tornsent:  And  fii^  witt:  the  plague, 
which  begaa  with  us,  defiieiid  andi  diffiift 
itfelf,  DBora/genecatiDatogenerattan. 

Anotheii  QH)l»ve  ta  qtuichen  the  pnao 
tice  Qf  this  duty,  may  be  this  ;*  Iftr-- 
kap  it  has  been  hng  deferr^  Po^bly' 
this  m^y  feerp,  at  6f ft,  m^  afguHaeoti  rar 
tber  to  the  contrary  |.  that  fipoe  ift  hath 
not  been  done  for  ia  long  a  ti|}ie,  it  may 
as  well  now  be  1ft  alone,  and;  the  if^wy 
by  liengtb  qf  time  will  be  fijrgptten.  An4 
if  God  c<wld  forget  it^  thijs  osMght  be  foiKM^ 
plea.  But  tk  ^tih  refle(f^ton  will  iatisfy  no, 
that  the  longer  reftitution  is  deferred,,  thei 
greater  is  the  fin.  And  although  human 
laws,  to  prevent  diforder  and  confu^n,, 

do 
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da  aftertam  a  legal  right^  to  a  maa^s  poflci^ 
iloD9i  by  having  uiKMmbediy  cn^yed 
ihoxl  for  a  detcrmcnra^c  namfaer  o£  years  i 
yet  thia  makes  nd  aiterattkai.  ia  rea&n  and 
confcicrice :  for  what  is?  vicions^  and  wrong 
thjfi  year,  wrH  not  be  more  i%ht  asid  virtuous 
the  nrxt^  But  on  the  contrary.  If  I  be  dc<* 
priveKj  of  my  r^t  to*day„  die  damage  I 
ioA^vc  wAXhe  doubled  by  whb4iQkimg  it 
frorw  me  to-mori ow  ;  the  next  day  it  will 
be  ftill  the  greater,  and  lb  on,  continually 
increaifirfg,  until  rellttution  fhall  be  made. 

If  any  ©f  us  be  the  unhappy  children 
of  thofe  parents  whom  I  fpokc  of  under 
my  laft  confideration,  we  are  to  rcfledi 
that  natural  aflFetSHon  doth  not  look  for- 
ward altogether,  but  hath  a  retrofpeifl  alfo 
to  our  parents  and  progenitors.  Let  us 
then  wipe  off  the  ftain-from  their  memoryi 
by  doing  what  they  ought  to  have  don^ 
Had  they  been  yet  living. 

If  one  may  in  any  cafe  fuppofe,  that 
men's  mifery  doth  increafc  in  the  othtf 
world,  in  proportion  to  tht  incrcafe  of  the 
bad  cfFeds  of  their  fins  which  the/ com- 
mitted in  their  lives;  we  can  in  no  inr- 
C  c  2  ftancc 
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fiance  admit  It  more  reafonably  than  in  tbe 
matter  before  us«  And  if  fo^  this  will  lay  an 
additional  charge  upon  oar  minds^and  faflen 
the  duty  upon  us  by  all  the  ties  which  can 
engage  human  nature*  If  we  have  any  re- 
gard to  the  moft  natural  affe&ions  of  our 
fouls,  if  we  have  any  love  to  our  neighbours 
or  to  ourfclves,  to  our  children  cm:  to  our 
parents,  we  nnift  difburdcn  our  eftatcs  and 
our  confciences,  and  make  reftitiuioiu 

I  tHALL  add  but  one  motive  more,  to 
quicken  the  pradtice  of  this  duty,  and  that 
is,  i\i^  uncertainty  of  our  lives.  Wemuft 
make  hafte,  left  death  be  too  nimble  for 
us.  We  are  but  of  yefterday,  and  per- 
haps may  not  be  on  the  morrow.  Let  u& 
not  leave  it  in  the  power  of  a  fever,  or  an 
unwholefome  breath  of  air,  or  an  ill  com- 
pounded medicine,  or  the  ftumbling  of  ^n 
horfb,  to  rob  and  fpoil  us  of  our  eternal 
well-being. 

When  we  defer  our  reftitution  to  fick- 
nefs  or  old  age,  >ye  fuppofe  many  things 
herein  which  may  not  be  granted  us* 
We  fuppofe  that  we  (hall  live  to  be  old; 
WQ  fuppofe  that  we  (hall  die  of  a  lingering 
ficknefs;  we  fuppofe  that  we  (hall  be 
4  more 
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more  able  and  willing  to  do  that  in  weak*- 
ncfs  and  pain,  which  we  will  not  do  now 
in  our  health  and  ftrength ;  and  that  the 
nearer  we  fliall  be  to  the  finking  into  eter- 
nity, the  Icfs  we  fliall  cling  unto  the  world; 
and  laftiy,  hereby  we  fuppofe,  that4n  the 
diftemper   which   will  carry   us    to  our 
graves  we  ihall  not  be  deliriouSt  but  (hall 
enjoy  the  free  ufe  of  our  reafon  and  fenfes 
to  the  lad:  But  the  only  thing  certain 
among  all  thefe  fuppofitions  is^  that  we 
are  not  in  our  right  minds  at  prefenti 
othcrwife  we  fliould  not  leave. our  ever* 
lafting  welfare  at  the  hazard  of  fo  many 
uncertainties.  Death,  we  know,  is  fubjedt 
to  no  controul.    He  mixeth  himfelf  with 
our  pleafures  and  our  buiinefs :  He  is  pre- 
fent  at  our  tables,  and  in  our  beds;  and 
no  man  ihall  (lay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto 
him  what  doft  thou  ?  Let  us  then  not  de- 
lay what  i^  fo  neceflary  to  our. well-being, 
to  a  time;  which  perhaps  we  may  never 
live  to  fd5;  and  if  fo,  we  muft  not  pre* 
fume  to  defer  it  to  aaother  day« 

I  SHALL  only  add  one  fingle  inference 

from  this  whole  diicourfe,   and  that  is 

C  c  3  thist 
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this ;  |f  reftitution  mui|  be  made^  it  is 
\xtxtv  not  to  fin.  For  who  would  do  an 
pnjuft  thing,  if  he  were  fenfible  that  be 
muft  un(io  it  again,  or  peri(b  everiaftingly  ? 
This  is  labouring  to  no  purpofe,  |t  is  trou- 
bling ourfclves  at  prefent,  only  for  xht  fake 
of  creating  to  ourfelves  iiiore  trouble  here?' 
after.  It  is  taking  pains  to  make  others 
piifcrable  now,  only  that  we  oiirfclves  may 
be  more  mifcrable  in  the  time  to  pome. 

If  reftitution  is  a  hard  duty,  it  is  beft 
pot  to  force  ourfelves  upon  the  praftice  of 
jit :  T^ot  to  inciir  a  danger,  which  we  gr? 
pot  fure  of  furmountingj  nor  to  fall  into 
a  temptation,  which  will  be  fo  likely  \q 
Ifcvork  our  fhame  in  the  conflift. 

Let  ps  therefore  keep  innocency,  and  do 
|he  thing  which  is  right.  Let  us  with-hold 
pur  hands  from  violence i  and  our  tongues, 
fhat  they  ft)eak  no  guife.  Let  us  do  juf- 
fice,  loye  mprcy,  relieve  the  opprefled, 
^fend  the  paufe  of  the  fathcrlefs,  and 
plead  fpr  thp  widow,  {^et  us  not  do  that 
%o  others,  which  wp  would  not  have  thofc 
pthers  to  do  unto  ^s ;  and  let  qs  mete  un-? 
fo  them  the  fame  meafure^  which  we  ^inl( 
)(  reafonable  for  us  to  receive  from  them. 

SERMQIi 
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SERMON    XXL 

Motkes  to  remember  our  Mortality^ 

[From  a  Sermon  of  Dr.  Scott's  ] 

ECCL,  xi.  8. 
If  a  man  live  many  years^  and  rejoice  in 
^them  all\  yet  jet  him  remember  the  days 
of  darkn^Sj  for  theyjhall  be  many. 

IS  HALL  not  trouble  you  with  the 
various  renderings  of  thefe  words; 
which,  with  a  very  little  difference^ 
do  all  amount  to  the  fame  fenfe;  viz. 
That  fuppofing  it  (hould  be  a  man's  good 
fortune  to  live  very  long,  and  exceeding 
happy  in  this  world ;  yet  he  ought  to  have 
great  care,  that  the  joys  of  this  life  do  not 
fo  wholly  take  up  and  ingrofs  his  thoughts, 
as  to  make  him  forget  thofe  days  of  dark- 
fiefs,  which  muft  ere  long  fuccted  this  dc- 
lightfome  funflbinej  which  days  will' be 
many  more,  and  of  much  longer  cortti-^ 
nuance,  than  the  longeft  life  of  happindii 
Wc  can  promife  to  ourfelves  in  this  world* 
Cp4  S^ 
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So  that  all  the  difficuhy  in  thefe  wofds 
is,  what  we  arc  to  underftand  by  the  days 
of  Aarknefsy  which  arc  here  c^pofed  to  a 
long  life  of  joy  and  rejoicing  in  this  world. 
And  this  difficulty  will  be  eafily  rcfolvcd, 
by  confidering  the  foregoing  verfe :  T^ruly 
the  light  isJweeU  ^nd  a  pleafant  thing  it  is 
for  the  eye  to  behold  the  fun ;  upon  which 
it  follows.  But  if  a  man  live  many  years^ 
that  is,  fuppofing  he  (hotild  for  many  years 
enjoy  this  pleafant  fpeftacle  of  the  light  of 
the  fun,  yet  let  him  remember  thbfe  days 
of  darknefs,  wherein  his  eyes  fhall  behold 
the  fun  and  li^ht  no  more,  wherein  he 
fhall  be  laid  up  in  a  dark  and  filent  grave, 
whence  the  light  of  the  fun  is  excluded, 
and  where  the  fight  of  the  eyes  is  extin* 
guifbed ;  or  as  he  expreiTeth  it  in  the  third 
verfe  of  the  next  chapter,  ivherein  thofe 
that  look  out  at  the  windows  are  darkened% 
fo  that  we  (hall  have  neither  eyes  nor  vi- 
iable  objeds,  but  be  buried  out  of  fight,  in 
deep  darknefs  and  infenfibility. , 

The  words  thus  explained  refolve  into 
this  fenfe ;  that  how  long  and  happily  io-- 
ever  men  live  in  this  world,  they  ought  to 

entertain 
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entertain  their  thoughts  with  frequent  re- 
membrances and  confiderations  of  their  ap- 
proaching difiblution.  ,  ^ 

Which,  is  a  duty  fo  obvious  to  the  con- 
fciences  of  all  men,  as  being  founded  on 
the  plained  and  moil  confpicuous  reafons, 
that  the  men  of  all  ages,  and  nations,  and 
religions,  have  owned  and  acknowledged 
it.  Thus  the  heathen  philofophers  teach, 
that  our  lives  ought  to  be  a  eonftant  medi- 
tation of  death ;  and  that  even  in  our  moft 
pleafant  and  healthful  moments,  we  ought 
to  look  upon  ourfelves  as  borderers  upon 
eternity ;  that  we  flhould  ftill  take  care  to 
mingle  our  delights  with  the  fad  remem- 
brances of  our  mortality,  and  not  fuiFer  the 
joys  of  this  life  to  divert  our  thoughts  from 
that  impending  fate,  which  ere  long  will 
fet  an  everlafting  period  both  to  the  one 
and  the  other. 

But  the  neceffity  of  entertaining  our 
minds  with  frequent  remembrances  of  our 
latter  end,  is  founded  upon  far  more  pow- 
erful motives,  than  a  few  fine  fayings  of 
the  philofophers.    For, 

I.  It 
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I.  It  is  neccflary^  to  moderate  our  affec^ 
tions  to  the  world. 

II.  It  is  neccflary,  to  allay  the  gaiety  and 
vanity  of  our  minds. 

III.  It  is  ncccflary,  to  forearm  our  minds 
mgainfi  the  terrors  of  death.    And, 

IV.  It  is  ncctflary,  to  excite  and  quicken 
us  in  our  preparations  for  eternity. 

I.  I  fay.  To  entertain  our  minds  with 
frequent  remembrances  of  our  mortalityy 
is  ncceffary  to  moderate  our  affeBions  to  the 
Viorld. 

While  wc  are  encompaffed  round  with 
the  pleafurcs  and  dehghts  of  this  worldi 
they  commonly  fo  engrofs  cur  minds,  that 
we  j(hut  our  eyes  againd  all  futurities,  and 
are  impatient  to  think  of  any  thing  to 
come,  unlefs  it  be  the  continuance  of  this 
Jiappy  fcene  of  things  which  is  at  prefcnt 
before  us.  With  which  continuance  we 
are  exceeding  apt  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that 
fo  thereby  we  may  heighten  the  relifti  of 
mur  prefent  enjoyments;  to  which  the  con- 
iideration  of  our  leaving  them  would  be 
^pt  to  give  a  very  ungrateful  farewell. 

I  An4 
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Afid  when  our  thoughte  are  whdly  in- 
tent upon  thefe  prcfent  goods,  and  upoii 
the  proipeA  of  their  continuance;  our  af« 
ife£tioo8  muft  neceflarllsr  run  out  towardt 
them,  with  an  iqimoderate  ardour  and 
greedinc&«  For  now  our  flattering  imagi« 
nations  repnsfent  them  to  ua,  as  (landing 
and  permanent  things;  and  accordingly 
our  affedbns  purKiie  and  ecnforace  them  as 
the  bed  of  goods,  and  are  for  refting  upon 
them  as  their  highcfl  and  ultimate  hap« 
pinefs. 

Now  there  is  no  more  eiiedual  way  to 
Touze  men's  minds  out  of  this  flattering 
dream  of  happineis,  than  frequently  to  en- 
tertain themfelves  with  the  thoughts  of 
their  departure  hence.  For  when  we  fet 
ourfelves  ferioufly  to  think  of  our  dying 
hour,  that  fairly  repre&nts  to  our  deluded 
minds,  the  true  ilate  and  conditicMi  of  aU 
worldly  hjippinefs.  There  we  plainly  fee, 
that  we  are  liable  to  a  thoufand'  accidents^ 
in  every  one  of  whofe  power  it  is,  to  turn 
us  out  of  the  world  and  our  happinefe  to- 
gether; and  that  too,  afiy  one  mop^ient  of 
pur  livpSt 

In 
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.  In  every  ferious  proiped  of  our  morta* 
lity,  we  fee  our  death-bed  as  it  were  ftand- 
iDg  before  us,  and  all  our  worldly  enjoy- 
ments vanishing  at  its  appearance,  and 
baffling  all  our  vain  hopes  and  expedtations 
of  happinefs  which  we  expeded  from 
them*  Then  we  (hall  find,  that  all  thefe 
things  are  weak  and  impotent,  and  unable 
to  help  us  in  our  extremity ;  that  they  are 
of  no  efficacy  to  quench  the  thirft  of  fick^ 
nefs,  to  cool  the  fever  in  the  blood,  or  to 
eafe  the  convulfed  and  tormented  body.  It 
fo  not  in  them  then  to  relieve  or  fuccour  us. 
Then  they  will  all  abandon  and  forfakeus, 
and  we  fhall  have  nothing  left  of  all  the 
goods  we  enjoyed  or  hoped  for,  but  a  cold 
bed  in  the  duft,  and  worms  for  our  com- 
panions. ^ 

And  thus  will  our  remembrance  of  the 
-days  of  darknefs  moft  cfFe<aually  modc- 
.rate  our  afieftions  for  the  thiogs  of  this 
world.    A 

IP.  GOOD  advantage  which  will  attend 
our  remembering'  the  days,  of  darknefs, 
will  be,  that  it  will  greatly  conduce  to  allay 
.(be  pride  and  vanity  of  our  minds. 

Whilft 
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Whilft  we  arc  cncompaffed  with  the  de- 
lights of  this  world,  our  minds  are  often 
not  feriqus  enough  to  admit  of  the  proper 
impreflions  of  religion.  And  if  at  any 
lime  any  good  thoughts  come  into  our 
minds,  we  are  willing  and  defirous  to  get 
rid  of  them  again,  by  company,  or  diver-| 
lion,  or  vain  ideas  of  our  own  excellencies 
and  perfections.  And  thus  we  fhall  be 
apt  to  fool  away  our  lives,  in  perpetual  va- 
nity and  impertinence;  in  rolling  about 
from  one  vanity  to  aniother,  and  fhaff  never 
humble  ourfelves  as  we  ought  to  do,  till 
wc  are  forced  to  it  by  Ibme  woeful  expe- 
rience. 

But  now,  to  bring  down  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
vanity  and  pride,  there  is  nothing  more 
proper  and  conducive,  than  the  frequent 
remembrance  of  the  days  of  darknefs. 

If  therefore,  together  with  thofe  gay 
ideas  that  poffefs  our  minds,  we  would 
every  now  and  then  mingle  the  conlidera* 
tion  of  our  mortality ;  this  would  foon  re- 
duce our  fquandered  thoughts,  and  make 
us  ferious  and  humble,  and  capable  of  good 
imprefHons. 

As 
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As  for  ixiftancc.  When  in  his  mght 
thoughts  a  man  is  pridjog  himielf  in  thor 
pomp  and  fpleodor  of  hti  outward  condi^ 
tioo,  let  him  think  th«s  with,  himfelf : 
Alas^  within  a  little  while;  this  bed,  which 
i&  now  as  gay  amd  as  ibft,  as  the  fleep  and 
the  0ns  it  entertains^  mull  be  oxy-  dea^^ 
head;  here  I  mud  lie  a  laogisifhing  fad 
corps,  which  noibtog  in  all  thi^  world  can 
help  or  cafe.  And  when  at  length  I  have 
groaned  away  my  fleeting  breathy  I  muft 
be  removed  iioux  ^nvy  company  and  a^ 
teadanpe,  into  a  dark,  lonely,  and  defolati 
hole  of  earth,  where  all  my  prefent  pomp 
muft  expire,  and  be  overcaft  with  the  fha-: 
dow  of  death. 

Again ;  When  he  is  entertaining  his- va-^ 
nity,  with  his  beauty,  his  wit,  or  his  rich 
attire,^  let  him  give  way  ta  fuch  reflexions 
as  thefei  Alas,  fond  foul,  all  thefe  gay 
ohjedis  of  thy  pride  muft  ere  Ipng  convert 
to  rottenuefs  and  corruption ;  that  fore* 
head  muft.  be  bedewed  with  ckiiimy 
fweats  i  thofe  fprightly  eyes  mud  wax  as 
dim.  aa  a  fullied  mirror ;  that  charming 
voice  mud  grow  as  weak  as  the  faint 

echoes 
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echoes  of  a  diftant  vaHey ;  and  all  thofe 
Ittics  and  rofes  on  thy  checks  muft  wither 
into  the  palenefe  of  death,  and  (hrowd 
f  bcmfelVes  in  the  horrors  of  the  grave. 

Again ;  When  he  hath  been  entcrtoining 
htmi^f.  With  mirth,  or  fport,  orhixoryj 
let  him  go  down  into  the  chame!  bouie^ 
2X\&  there  forvey  a  whfle  the  numerous 
tfophics  of  vidoriotrs  death :  In  thefe 
ghaftly  mirrors,  ihoa  bcholdeft  the  true 
refemblance  of  thy  future  condition :  Forty 
jrears  ago,  that  fkull  was  covered  like  thine 
wkh  comely  locks;  thofe  empty  hoics 
were  filled  with  eyes,  that  looked  as 
charmingly  as  thine ;  thofe  hoHow  pits  were 
)bfancbcd  with  cheeks,  that  were  as  fmooth 
and  amiable  as  thine;  that  grinning  mouth 
did  fmile  as  gracefully,  and  fpeak  as  flu- 
ently as  thine ;  and  a  few  days  hence,  thou 
muft  be  rotting  into  juft  fuch  another 
fpeftacte :  And  forty  years^  hence  perhaps 
here  may  thy  naked  ribs  be  found  mingled 
with  thefe*  fcartered  bones ;  and  the^ 
ihould  another  take  up  thy  bald  fkull,  as 
thou  doft  this,  he  will  find  it  dreft  in  all 
the  ielf-feme  horrors  of  this  deathV  head ; 

with 
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with  its  nofe  funk,  its  jaws  gaping,  Its 
mouth  grinning,  and  worms^  crawling  in 
thofc  empty  holes  wherein  now  thy  eyes 
roll  to  and  fro  in  amorous  glances ;  and  a 
Head  perhaps  engendering  in  that  brain, 
that  is  no\v,fo  full  of  fprightly  thoughts 
and  gay  ideas. 

If  with  thefe,  or  fuch  like  confiderations 
of  our  mortality,  we  would  now  and  then 
entertain  ourfelves ;  they  would  by  degrees 
wear  off  the  levity  and  vanity  of  our  minds, 
and  compofe  us  into  fuch  a  degree  of  fe- 
rioufnefs,  as  is  neceffary  to  qualify  us  for 
thole  divine  and  religious  coqliderations, 
without  which  we  can  never  expedt  either 
to  be  made  good  men  here,  or  happy  men 
hereafter.    A 

IIP.  MOTIVE  to  induce  us  to  the  re- 
membrance of  our  mortality  is,  that  it  is 
highly  neceffary  in  order  to  forewarn  our 
minds  ogainfi  the  terrors  of  death. 

Whilft  we  abound  with  the  enjoyments 
of  this  life,  we  are  apt  to  put  far  from  us 
the  evil  day,  and  to  promife  ourfelves 
many  years  of  cafe  and  fatisfadion  in  this 

world* 
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woirld.  So  that  death  generally  fleals  upon 
us  before  we  are  aware,  and  furpraeth  us 
10.  xkt  midft  of  a  deep  fecurity ;  and  after 
we  have  ilruggled  with  hini  a  few  hkh 
men^  to  no  purpofc,  he  robs  us  of  our 
lives,  and  oiir  happinefs  together. 
'  And  how  terrible  .rauft  death  be,  when 
it  approaches  a  man  under  fuch  circum-* 
ftances!  When  the  dehided  wretch  hath 
been  juft  fpnking  peace  tp  himfelf>  and 
ikying  with  the'  ridi  fool  in  the  gofpeU 
Sotd^  taie  thy  reft  and  iaftf  thou  bajt  goods 
laid  up  far  many  yearst  and  many  years  to 
jMiTefs  and  enjoy  themj-^^fbr  death  now 
to  pronounce  that  fatal  fentence^  Tbottfoei^ 
this  night  Jhall  thy  foul  be  taken  from  tbee\, 
now,  when  he  thought  all  was  fitfe,  and 
concluded  him&If  fecure  of  a  long  lif^  9nd 
happinefs  I  now,  before  he^  b^th  given 
himfelf  the  leifu^e  to  think  of  his  dying 
houTi  or  to  fortify  his  heart  with  any  wife 
or  good  thoughts,  ag»ir^ft  tbc^. terrors  of 
this  terrible  one,  that  is  now  juft  brandi(h« 
ing  his  dirt  at  his  hrea^-^how  (mUl  it 
needs  b1ank»  abd  ama2e,  itnd  ponfoun^ 
kAm\  And  what  a  trembling hpffi^r  mcuft 
N%u  IV.  D  d  it 
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it  ftrike  through  his  hearty  to  fee  hiMlilf' 
thas  unexpeAedly  harried  away^  one  part 
of  him  to  the  grave>  ^wd  the  other  into 
the  wodd  c^fpiritss  now>  ^ptrhta  be  though 
tumfelf  fo  fecufely  poli^fed  of  a  long  en< 
joyment  of  the  good  things  of  this  life^ 

Wherefore^  as  we  would  be  faretcmed 
agamft  the  terrors  of  deaths  and  enaUed 
to  abide  its  approachetiwitii  a  firm  and 
CGfnftant  mind ;  it  conceriaa  wt^w^  wlrilc 
we  are  fnrrounded  with  the  joys  and  j^eap 
fiifvs.of  this  life^  t0€QC6rtaia  oidr.miBdli 
with  frequent  thoughts  and  lemembraikes 
of  it:  jand  from  theft?  ccnifideratioas,  t» 
affi:3:  mir  minds  i/ntbAieh-f lively  i>tdjiirea 
andrefenjiblaiKes  of  tbi$  kbg  of  terrioi^i  «s 
may  render  its  appearanae  morriftn^iliic 
tons,  and ^e our thoiightfr a ^taiKb. finely 
tcqiuiritanie  wiA^it.  And  this  wtt^foi 
«s  upon  Xf^xf^  \^  'ihoh  wife  andi  good 
tboughM^  ^6  will  fdriify  louf  minds  agauA 
its apprdiches.    Itie    .-;  ^ 

Ifor  our  ren^embo-iiigihdJdaiys.^  dark^it^ 
c^tk  ift  ^eiiddftei  «u9fii«ft  happy  ctrr 

ctlBkfiiflOiS 
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trcrrDftancdl  bei:e»  i$.]bhi$ :  That  .a6  it  is  n^ 
ccffaiy  to  prepare  iu$  for  |he  terrors, c^ 
death,  £0  it  k^ljfo  qf  c^ffiwy  to  prepare,  uf 
/fir eternity^         ,  .:    r,rn 

Aftd  heflce  it,  is,  jthat  we  are  fooftep 
caVed  ulport  in  holy  fcripture  to  coujS^er  our 
latter  end\   and  are  invited  by  the  ex^ 
amplefe  of  the  heft  pf  men,  fo  to  number 
our  4^ys,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
Mnto  wifdopi.  .  To  which  end,  we  are  alio 
tpujt  ip  n>iiKi,  that  i6^r^  we  have  no  continu-^ 
ing  city }  and  tl?at  //  is  appointed/or  all  men 
Guce  to  die ;  apd  tha-j  our  life  is  even  as  a  va- 
'  pvUr  tbj^  appears  for  a  Uttle  time^  andthe^ 
-Vumfheth  a^m^^j  Whiqh  is  as  much  as  to  fay, 
SilKse  your  tia)e  here  is  fo  very  (hort  and 
uncertain^  fee  that  you  endeavour  before- 
hand to  Joofen  yourfelves  from  this  world, 
isxdi  to  put  j.ourfelves  into  a  fit  poflure  to 
leaye  itj   for  it  is  but  a  fhort  fcene  of 
things,  that  will  <iuickly  be  fliifted,  and 
then  therpvfill  an  eternal  ftate  of  things 
'  fuccQcd. 

And  indeed,  fince  to  die  well  is  thelaft 

•  aiSt,  ^  and  the  final  don^Bammation  of  our 

•  life;  it  muft.  ocedbs  highly  concern  us,  to 
'  arm  and  prepare  ourfelves  for  it  before- 

D  d  2    '  hand ; 
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hand;  left  we  lofe  our  reward,  when  we 
are  juft  going  to  receive  it.  For  in  the 
liour  of  death,  we  throw  our  laft  caft,  for 
an  eternity  of  happinefs,  or  an  eternity  of 
'mifery.  And  how  much  doth  it  behove 
us  to  throw  that  well,  upon  which  fo  vaft 
a  concern  depends  ? 

It  is,  in  truth,  a  moft  ferious  thing  to 
die ;  to  pafs  this  dark  entry  of  eternity, 
through  which,  as  we  go  right  or  wrong,, 
we  are  made  or  undone  for  ever.  For  to 
carry  us  right  through,  it  is  not  a  few 
death-bed  fbrrows,  or  good  wiflies;  it  is 
not  a  few  extorted  promifes,  or  forced  re- 
folutions,  will  do  the  bufinefs :  but  in  or- 
der to  do  it  efFedually,  we  had  need  of 
good  ftorc  of  Ipiritual  preparations.  We 
(ball  have  need  of  a  ftrong  and  a&ive 
faith,  a  mind  well  furni(hed  with  wife  and 
good  confiderations,  a  deep  and  tried  re- 
penttance,  a  confirmed  patience,  a  pro- 
found fiibmifiion  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
a  well-grounded  hope  of  a  bleifed  eter- 
nity- - 

For  without  all  tbefc  together,  we  (hall 
be  very  ill  prepared  to  die,  and  ihall  ran 

afeariiil 
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a  fearful  hazard  of  mifcarrying  for  ever. 
And  tbefe  are  fuch  things  as  do  not  ufually 
fpring  up  in  an  indant*  and  much  lefs  in. 
the  difturbed  niomcats  of  a  dying  hour;, 
but  do  require  a  much  longer  time  to  ripen . 
and  perfect  in. 

But  now,  if  whilft  we  arc  entertaining 
ourfelves,  among  the  joys  and  pleafures  of 
this  life^  we  banifh  from  ouri  minds  the 
remembrance  of  our  mortality,  and  look, 
upon  eternity  as  a  thing  at  a  vaft  diftance;. 
this  will  put  us  upon  delaying  and  de-* 
ferring  our  preparation  for  it. 

For  in  this  temper  we  fhall  be  apt  to 
conclude,  that  we  have  time  enough  to 
come,  to  begin  and  compleat  our  repent* 
ance,  and  that  we  may  fafely  indulge  our- 
fclves  yet  a  good  while  longer,  and  fin  on 
at  prefent  upon  this  fccurity,  that  we  will 
certainly  repent  hereafter.  And  thus  do 
men  draw  themfelves  on,  through  the 
feveral  ftages  of  their  fin  arid  life,  till 
they  arrive  at  their  death-bed,  and  th^n 
they  begin  to  think  of  repenting  in  good 
earnefi:. 

P  d  3  Bat 
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But  theOf  alas,  what 'will  they  be  able 
to  do,  when  their  thoughts  are  conti* 
poally  difturbed,  pa^ly  with  the  care  of 
itii^pdOng  their  affairs  ia  thisi  world,  and 
dikfly  with  the  frightful  profped  they 
have  of  the  other  ?  when  their  miods  are 
diftra^d  with  irkreilant'  }iaih  and  uneafi- 
nefs,  fo  that  it  ii  rtot  in  their  power  to 
confider  fo  much  as  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
together?  when  through  the  violence  of 
their  difeafe,  they  are  not  able  to  range 
their  fcattered  thoughts,  into  &ny  of  thofe 
fober  refledions  and  ferbus  meditations, 
i^t  are  nece&ry.to  the  fornung  of  a  fin- 
cere  repentance?  - 

,In.effe<3:,  therefore,  fcr  men  to  refer 
th^  repentance  to  a  death^bed,  is  one  of 
the  moft  abfurd;  thifigs  that  can  be  iman 
^ined.  And  yet  upoii  this  extremity  men 
iiaft  therafelves,  throughi  their  negle<Sb  of 
ipehaembering  tb^r  mortality,  r  f^ot  if  tbcy 
^i4  f^^a  upon,  it,  $hey  could  never  be 
jperfua^d  upon  ^y  ccmfideration  what-* 
Ibever,.  to  defer  (hpir  repenttncct  upon 
the  uncertain  hopes  '  of  futurity.'.    For, 
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w^at  is  vain  (paa^  that  he  (hould  talk  of 
tepenting^hereafter ;  when  perhaps,  while 
tttQ^Ivrar^S  arQ.in  his  mouth,  the  earneft 
cif  d^ath  is  in  his  h^ad,;Qf  heart,  or 
bowels;  and  a  thottfand  unlooked-for  acr 
cidents  may  .{Hrefenitly  put  an  end  to  all  his 
thoughts  of  repenting  hereafter,  and  renr 
der  it  impoffible  for  ever  ? 

Let  us  therefore  confider  ferioufly,  that 
the  prefent  time  only  is  in  our  power, 
and  that  we  may  be  called  out  of  this 
world,  not  only  when  old  age  comes  upon 
us,  but  perhaps  in  the  midft  of  our  days, 
or  even  in  our  early  Uoom  and  youth ; 
that  the  time  to  come  is  entirely  in  God's 
hands ;  and  that  therefore  when  we  defer 
our  repentance  and  our  duty  to  the  time 
to  come,  we  do  (as  it  were)  caft  lots  for 
our  fouls,  and  venture  our  everlafting 
hopes  upon  a  contingency,  which  it  is  not 
in  our  power,  to  difpofe  of. 

For  all  we  know,    this  may  be    the 

evening  of  our  day  of  trial ;  and  if  it  be, 

our  life  ^nd  eternity  depends  upon  what 

p  d  4.  we 
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wc  are  now  doing.  Wherefore  if  we 
have  any  regard  for  our  own  everlafting 
fafety,  let  us  take  care  to  order  our  mat- 
ters with  to  much  prudence  and  con&^ 
deration^  that  we  may  be  ready  at  what 
hour  foever  our  I^ord  ih^U  call  us« 


w^ 
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SERMON    XXIL 

Condition  and  Aclrceptablencfs  of  Prayer.  * 
tFrom  Mr.  Kettle Wfitt.] 

I  JOHN  V.  14* 

Tifis  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  in  him, 
that  if  we  a/k  any  thing  according  to  his 
will,  he  heareth  us. 

IF  we  confider  all  thofe  blcflings,  which 
God  hath  promifed  to  this  duty  of 
prayer,  we  fhajl  prefently  be  induced 
to  conclude^  that  a  nian  who  can  make 
ufe  of  it,  can  ftand  in  need  of  nothing. 
For  fo  abundantly  hath  God  engaged  him- 
felf  to  all  fupplicants,  and  fo  comprehen- 
five  the  promifes  which  he  has  made  to 
our  prayers;  that  we  may  feem  to  have  it 
in  our  power,  to  have  cveiy  thing  for  aflc- 
ing*    The  liOrd  is  nigh  unto  all  them,  fays 

David, 
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Pavid^  that  call  upon  him  An  truth"^.  And 
in  another  placcj^  T'bou^^J^grdj^  art  ^ood 
dnd  ready  to  forgive^  and  plenteous  in 
mercy  to  all  that  call  upon  thee\.  And  our 
Savfourr  fays,  ^^,  :and:  ^fjha^-be^^iven 
you ;  Jeei,  and  ye  Jhall  findi  knocks  and  it 
Jhqll be  opened unta ypu\.  .  ,  . 

Thus  ample  and  munificent,  full  and 
comprehepfiye,  are  thofc ,  prpmifeis  which 
God  has  made  to  our  prayers.  '  If  we 
want  pardon  fo(  out  finsi,  he  l^ids  us  ask,  and 
we  fhall  have  it.  If  we  need  flrength  and 
aid  to  over cpm^  temptations,  he  ;0rd(ersu3 
to  feek  it  at  his  bands,  and  we  ihdtl  6nd  it. 
If  we  want  any  mercyt  either  fpiritual  or 
temporal,  he  dire£ts  us  to  addrefs  ourfelves 
to  him  for  a  iibpply,  and  biods  binfelf  ibb 
grant  what  ^^ire,  c^eftn^  of  him.  ,:  ;  * 
I  But  yet  notwithftandijig  all  t^icfe  ¥»• 
luable  and  exten^ye  promif^s,  which  God 
iias  made  to-  pur  prayers;  wp  dfuly  fee^ 
that  vaft  numbers  of  men,  who  pf:ay  to 
God,  are  not  thua  bettered  or  fuppUed  by 
them..  For  hpw  naany  are  there  ia  the 
^orld^  who  pray  for  pardpn  of  their  fins^ 

and 
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and  yet  will  be  :etecoan];  condemned  ;and 
puniflaed  for  them  ?  How  many  arc  fre* 
qtiently  and  importunately  afking  gra<;e> 
and  llrcrigth  to  sovcrconte  tepflptations^i 
who  are  ilill  overpowered  hy  them  i  They 
pray  for  fobrieity;  but  yet  they  continue 
intenoperate.  They  fiie.  'for  meekncfe; 
but  flill  they  are  fierce  and  paffionaie. 
They  afk  fo-  peace;  but  yet  they  i:emain 
unrulf^  and  turbulent.  They  beg  humi- 
lity>  cohtentednefsy  charity,  and  feveral. 
other  virtues  j  and;  after  all,  they  reft  ftill' 
as  proud  and  covetous,  wrathful  and  coo* 
tehtious,  afi  ever.  V  '  . 

Now  here  tJod's  pronaifes  are  not  pern 
formed,   and  men's  prayers  are  not  an**^ 
fwered';  fo  that  it  is  certain,  there  mujfti 
bc.a  failure  fomewhere.    Either  God  doth 
not  give  men,  what  he  pi^onrufes;  or  thejrr 
do  fx>t  afk  as  they  ought  to  do,  who.  fbould^ 
receive.    Some  fault  there  is,  either  la 
jSod's  faithfulnefs,  or  our  prayers,  wfaiclL^ 
renders  them  fo  onfuccefsful,  and  makes 
them  fo  often  bring  down  nothing  to  tt3«. 

where  they  are  promifcd  jfo  much. 

^  •  -  •.  ■  •    ■ '  ^  ■  i     *•  ,  "^    -  -    '  ... 

%  And 
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And  this  it  is  eafy  to  account  for.  Godt 
undoubtedly,  is  always  as  good  as  his 
word ;  and  not  only  willing,  but  forward 
to  give  all ;  even  more  than  he  has  pro* 
mifed,  if  we  would  but  take  care  to  aik 
as  he  requires.  Bat  all  the  hinderance  lies 
in  ourfclves.  We  do  not  afk  like  thofe 
who  would  obtain;  we  do  not  fue  for 
pardon,  as  he  will  beflow  it;  nor  pray 
for  grace,  as  if  wedefired  it,  or  had  a 
mind  to  make  any  ufe  of  it.  And  there* 
fore  after  all  our  prayers  for  God's  fup* 
plies,  we  are  as  indigent  as  we  were  be-^ 
fore.  Te  ask^  and  receive  wt,  fays  St, 
James,  heamfe  ye  ask  amifs  *.  Whereas 
would  we  afk  things,  in  fuch  wiie  as  God 
has  promifed  to  grant  thetn ;  ind  feek 
them  upon  fuch  terms,  as  he  has  offered 
to  beftow  them  f  would  we  aik  for  par-!* 
don  of  our  fins,  only  in  repenting  of  than, 
and  fbrfaking  them;. and  for  grace  and 
virtue,  in  the  ufe  of  good  and  wife  endea-e 
vours  after  them ;  it  is  certain,  we  ihoold 
not  go  without  them, 

♦  Jam.  iv.  a,  3. 

Thekejorb 
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Thirefoae  it  concerns  us  to  enquire, 
What  thqfe  terms  and  conditions  are%  upon 
which  nm  are  to  pray  for  any  of  GoSs 
me^^cies^  God's  promifcs  rufl  upon  certain 
conditions;  he  engages  to  beftow  bene- 
fitis,  when  we  perform  duties;  and  offers 
the  reward^  after  we  have  done  the  fer- 
vice.  Atid  now,  what  God  promifcs  only 
conditionally,  we  mud  not  afk  abfolut^ly; 
we  mud  not  expedt  that  he  wiH  give,  till 
we  come  duly  qualified,  and  fitted  to  re- 
ceive; we  mufl  feek  his  mercies  on  his 
own  terms;  and  afk  them  only  in  fuch 
wife,  as  he  has  undertaken  to  beftow 
them.  And  this  is  that  rule  wliich-St. 
John  prefer ibes  to  us  in  my  text,  which 
he  makes  the  great  condition  of  our 
prayers,  and  the  meafurc  of  our  expe^a- 
tions :  This  (fays  he)  is  the  confidence 
which  we  have  in  ^im,  that  if  we  ask  any 
thing  according  to  his  willj  he  heareth  us. 

To  know  then  wl^en  we  afk  any  thing 
upon  God's  own  terins,  and  fue  for  mer- 
cies in  fuch  fort,  as  he  has  promifed  to  be- 
ftow: them ;  we  mufl  inquire  what  his  will 
is^  concerping  any  thin^  which  we  a(k 

for. 
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fbr»  or  upoa  what  terms  he  w31  give 
ihern^  and  oa  what  conditions^  the  gofpel 
bids  us  hope  to  receive  them:  And  if  we 
come  duly  prie{)ared  therewitbi  ytt  maf 
be  fare  upon  our  prayers  to  receive  the«. 

"The  condition  upon  which  God  has 
promised  to  u^  pardon  of  ovil  sins,  isj 
that  we  repent  of  and  ^mend  thenu  l£ 
any'  man  wovild  pray  for  the  pardocr  of  hk 
fins,  according  as  the  fame  is  proQiifed  by 
God,  and  is  to  be  expeded  by  uS$  he  mu^ 
firft  renounce  the  fin^  which  he  defires 
God  to  pardon,:  and  pray  for  the  forgive-^ 
nefs.^f  it,  with  true  penitential  purpofes 
and  engagements,  ai^  change  of.- mind 
and  pradice.  He  muft  not  \tt  labouring 
at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  think  ta  weary 
God  with  importunate  entreaties^  to  par- 
don him  without  more  ado,'  and  to  for- 
\give  his  fin,  vfrhilft  he  continues  unre- 
daimed  from  it.  He  muftndt  pr«y  ^aioft 
a  dreadful  punMhment,  whiSft  be  continues 
in  a  wicked  prtiftice  i  and  feek  to  ap^poafe 
^od,  before  hebai?  reformed  bimfctf.  He 
fnuft  firft  fit  hintfelf  for  the  faivour,  bc^c 
he  a<k  it ;  ht  muH  firft  repent  ^d  amende 

-  and 
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and  then  pray  to  be  forgiven,  and  his  peti"^ 
tion  ^fll*  be  accepted* 

The  condition  whereupon  God  has  pro- 
miied  fb   confer  upon    its  any  gracious 

ASSISTANCES    OF    HIS    HOLY    StlRIT,    is,     fb* 

far  forth  only,  as  we  are  honeftly  prepared 
to  ufe  them ;  and  carefiiHy  co-operate  our-* 
felVes,  and  concur  therewith:  And  the 
condition,  whereupon  he  has  promifed  to 
beftow  upon  us  any  virtue,  is,  our  owfl 
ferious  and  diligent  ieeking,  and  endea*^ 
vouring  after  it. 

So  that  whenfoever  we  affe  for  the  help 
of  Gbd's  grace,  or  for  any  holy  difpofi-* 
tionfs  or  virtues,  it  muft  be  in  the  honeft 
ufe  0/  our  own  induftry  and  good  ehdea-* 
vouts-  God  will  not  beftow  new  grace 
upon  us,  tiir  he  fees  that  we  have  mide  3 
good  ufe  of  what  he  has  beftowed  al-* 
ready. 

,  As  for  thofe  prayers  then,  which  God 
'wiU  anfw6r,  if  they  ht.iot  pardon  of  Jins^ 
or  iofgjrace  and  'virtuous  difpofitionsi  they 
muft:  be  iincerely  penitent  and  indufttious. 
€k)d  has  promifed  no  pardon,  but  upon 
true  repentance ;  nor  any  faving  helps  and 

aftiftancea 
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afllftances  of  his  Spirit^  or  virtuous  tem« 
pers^  but  upon  our  honeft  induflry,  and 
good  endeavours. 

And  therefore,  if  we  would  aik  theft 
mercies,  as  God  has  promiied  to  grant 
them,  and  as  the  gofpel  bids  us  hope  to 
receive  them;  we  muft  pray  for  pardon, 
with  true  repentance;  and  for  Cod's 
grace,  with  fincere  purpofes  to  make  good 
ufe  thereof;  and  for  any  virtuous  tempers, 
with  a  preparation  to  take  pains  for  them, 
and  ferioufly  arid  carefully  to  endeavour  af- 
terwards, to  acquire  the  virtue  which  we 
have  pi:ayed  for* 

An  impenitent  man's  prayer  for  the  par-^ 
don  of  his  fins,  will  be  of  no  avail  with 
God ;  for  he  will  not  forgive  us  our  fins, 
whilfl  we  go  on  in  them«  Aiid  an 
idle  unworking  perfbn's  prayer,  for  any 
particular  grace  of  virtue,  is  offenfive  to 
him.  The  only  prayers  which  he  hears  for 
thefe  things,  are  the  prayers  of  the  fin* 
ccrely  penitent,  and  induftrious;  and  if 
our  prayers  are  qualified  thus,  they  are 
fuch  as  he  will  own ;  and,  as  he  has  bound 

himfclf 
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himfelf  in  truth  and  faithfulnefsi  he  will 
moft  certainly  anfwer  and  reward  them. 

And  then,  as  for  another  fort  of  things^ 
^hich  men  are  wont  to  pray  for,  as 
bfiALTH,' or 'sustenance,  or  i^afety,  or 
^ny  other  OUTWARD  bWflings;  God  ex^ 
fedsfin  the  gift  of  thefe  alfo,'  as  of\thd 
6ther,  that  they  themfelves  fhould  labour 
after  them,  and  be  diligent  in  the  ufe  of 
Wife  and  due  means  to  attain  them;  it 
not  being  his  way,  to  grant  health,  or  to 
feed,  or  fecure  men  by  miracle ;  but  only^ 
by  bl^flihg.  their  own  care  and  pain's,  in 
purfuit  of  thefe  mercies. 

And  much  more  doth  he  exped,  both  iii 
J^iritual  and  temporal  bleffings;  that  they 
fliould  not  take  any  courfeSf  which  are 
direSiiy ,  contrary ,  to  them.  When  they 
pray  for  deliverance  from  any  fin,  they 
mod  not  put  themfelves  in  the  way  of 
temptations,  which  are  flill  apt  to  make 
them  to  fall  into  it.  When  they  pray,  to 
God  for  health,  they  mufi:  not  put  it  away 
from  themfelves  by  intemperance.  If  we 
exped:  that  he  ihouid  hear  and  further  our 
prayers,  we  muft  fhew  firft^  that  we  $ite 

Vou.  IV.  E  e  in 
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ip  eanjiicft  with  hioi,  Jby  furtbeciQg  tbem 
ourfelvc8;  ao4  QOt  £41iqg  to  fudi  co^rfes^ 
98  diredly  overthrow  our  own  f^titions* 

And  when  wc  dq  tl;iu8  wifeljr  codeavour 
fljfter  ^ny  qutward  t^iD£^ ;  Gqd  ha$  qo 
whcrie  pjroaiiiiMi  tp  gc^njc  |I^f  oor  .may 
we  hope  to  receive  them,  fiirtbe^  diao» 
in  the  M^i^clo^  of  Jbi^  gUr^eeing  proyidep^e^ 
i^^  Jic$  them  ft  for  us$  ai^cj  copdju^g  to 
tl^e  benefit  and  adyaiitgge  of  the  vvprld^ 
^d  the  good  of  others*  So  that  whcnfo- 
ever  we  afk  them^  it  mud  be  with  this  re- 
ferve,  if  in  his  wifdom  he  ^es  it  fit^g. 
InJ^iriiual  mercies,  we  are  fure  of  the 
grace  or  virtue  we  defire,  if  we  come 
duly  prepared  to  receive  them*  But  in 
temporal  I  the  having,  or  not  having  of 
what  we  ask,  is  uncertain,  and  always  de* 
pends  on  this, — if  God,  in  his  wifdom> 
fees  it  fit  we  (hould  have  them. 

Sometimes  outward  blefSngs,  whether 
of  healthy  or  eafe,  or  plenty^  are  nqt  fit 
for  us,  but  would  turn  in  the  end  by  far 
more  to  otir  hurt  thgn  to  our  advantage* 
They  would  caf  nalize  our  ibuls^  and  renr 
der  us  fenfual  and  earthly  minded,  prqud 
aad  infokst » tb$y  would  n^ke  u^  fcirget 

God^ 
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Ood,  and  fleigh  t  htS  fcrvice^  afiVont  thofe  who 
am  placiid  above^and  opprefsfach  as  he  hath 
fst  below  us.  Profperity  k  a  (late  of" 
great  dangtr  to  iben's  fibula;  it  expofes  them 
to  many  vices,  and  puts  them  under  a 
number  of  temptations  to  feveral  inftadced^ 
of  diibbedience  1  and  it  is  the  concern  of 
every  one^  who  has  pious  wifdom^  and 
prudent  care  enough^  to  avoid  being  cn-^ 
fnared  by  it.  Tbe  profperity  rffools^  lays 
Solomon,  fluill  deftroy  tbem  *.  There  are 
but  few  minds,  that  can  grapple  with  the 
temptations,  which  are  ftill  foliciting  per-^ 
fims  in  wealth  and  honours,  pleafures,  and 
affluence  %  but  they  are  generally  led  ^ way 
into  feveral  fins>  and  overcome  by  them. 
And  there  have  been  (doubtlefs)  many 
perfens^  whole  ibuls  have  utterly  miicar* 
tied  in  a  proQ>erws  ftate,  that  might  have 
done  wdl>  and  gone  to  heaven,  had  it 
pleafed  God  to  have  viEted  them  more 
frequently  with  cro&s,  and  to  have  kept 
them  under  the  mod  gracious  and  whole* 
fome  difcipUne,  of  a  troubled  and  afflided 
fiate  of  things. 

E  e  2  Out* 
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Outward  mercies  then^  are  not  always 
fit  for  us,  but  would  often  prove  a  fnare^ 
and  a  moft. dangerous  temptation  to  us. 
And  when  they  would  do  fo,  they  are  nei- 
ther fit  for  us  to  ask,  nor  ^fo  long  as  he 
retains  any  love  and  kindnefs  for  us)  for 
God  to  grant  to  us.  They  are  no' fit 
matter  in  this  cafe  for  God  to  prbifiife  \ 
and  fo  are  no  fit  fubjeiSt,  wherein  we  are 
to  hope  he  always  fhould  perform. 

Again,  at  other  times  outward  blefiings 
are  denied,  though  not  fo  much  for  our 
own  fakes,  yet  for  the  good  qf  others,  and 
the  advantage  of  the  world.  Oftentimes 
God  fees  it  neceffary  in  the  world,  to  fet 
out  fome  examples  of  content,  andinftah-* 
ces  of  patience ;  that  men  may  foe,  both 
what  they  ought  to  follow,  and  how  they 
may  be  able  to  perform  it ;  and  fo,  never 
be  difoouraged,  with  deQ)onding  thoughts^ 
of  their  being  unable  to  bear  thofe  things^ 
with  patience,  if  they  fhould  be  called  to 
it,  whigh  they  fee  are  borne  by  others  Ukc 
themfolves. 

So  that  evein  when  outwafd  blefUngs  and 

enjoyments  might  be  trufted  with  us^  and 

^  would 
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yrould  be  no  ways  prejudicial  to  us  in  our 
own  perfbns ;  yet  doth  God  in  his  good 
prpvidence,  which  is  to  take  care,  not 
only  of  usy,  but  of  all  the  world,  fee  fit 
many  times  to  deprive  us  of  them,  for 
the  fake  of  others ;  that  we  may  be  ex- 
amples to  them,  and  that  they  may  learn 
from  our  fuiFerings,  and  our  meek  car- 
riage under  the  fame,  both  to  be  thank- 
ful for  their  own  bleflings,  whilfl:  we  want, 
and  they  enjoy  them,  and  to  be  ready  to 
part  with  them  with  patience  at  an  evil 
day. 

And  fince  God  will  not  beflow  upon  us 
outward  bleffings,  when  either  they  are 
unfit  for  ourfelves,  or  when  he  fees  it  pro«^ 
per  to  deprive  us  of  them  for  the  fake  of 
others;  whenfoever  thefe  cafes  happen^ 
we  muft  not  expe<SI:  them.  And  becaufe 
when  this  would  be,  God  only  knows, 
tut  we  are  ignorant ;  whenfoever  we  ask 
any  outward  things,  we  muft  do  it  with 
fubmiiiion,  and  under  this  conditional  re- 
fcrve,  if  he  fees  them  fitting  and  conve- 
nient; and  leave  the  determination,  to  the 
wifdom  of  his  unerring  judgement. 

E  c  3  Anj^ 
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Anp  thus  having  (hewed,  upon  what 
terms  we  arc  to  pray  for  any  of  Go(f  6  mw^ 
cicS|  whether  fpiritual  or  temporal^  I 
(hall  copclode  this  difcourfc,  briefly  by 
{hewingj  in  what  winner  wp  ought  to  prajr 
for  them. 

Wii;eh  wc  come  to  pay  our  homaget 
^d  |o  makp  our  fuit  to  alfnighty  God  | 
we  tnuft  be  careful  of  our  carriagCi  that 
it  (hew  nothing  of  difrepeSlf  or  a  c^le& 
ftgpxd^  either  of  him|  or  of  thpfe  merv- 
cies  which  we  corpe  to  defire  at  his  handsL 
pod  will  be  honoured  ^jy  thofe  that  make 
their  addreifes  to  him*  He  expels  they 
{honM  treat  hkn  with  ^at  awe  and  rever- 
ence, that  humble  deceticy,  and  dutiful  fubr 
mipion  of  mind,  which  bccofnes  them  tor 
^wards  their  Maker  and  Beneimiot,  their 
fupreme  Lord  an4  Sovereign.  When  we 
pray  to  God,  wp  miift  i:now,  that  vrt 
poor  worms  are  treating  with  our  Mafceri 
that  wCi,  moil  ip^'gent  and.  hdfkfs  erea<* 
tares,  are  fuing  to  our  nobleft  Bcncfiuftorj 
th^  lyei,  finful  ful^edls,  are  addrdling 
ouf  iclyes  to  the  fupreme  Lord  ami  Saver 
leign  of  all  the  worki.   And  vyji^  W^  have 

to 
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to  do  with  a  peribn  for  far  above  us,  fb 
unmesfttfaUy  kind  and  beneficial  to  us, 
aid  that  hath  (b  abfdute  ituthority  and 
empire  over  us;  it  is  neceflary  that  then, 
if  ever,  we  be  mindful  of  our  didance, 
and  make  our  application  with  that  low- 
linefs  of  mind,  that  decent,  humble  car* 
tiage,  and  careful  reverent  deportment,  as 
may  plainly  evidence^  that  we  have  a  jufl 
honour  and  veneration  for  the  majefly  of 
that  God,  whom  wc  addrefs  ourfelves 
unto. 

Ik  the  next  place:  That  our  prayers 
may  be  put  up  in  fuch  manner,  as  it  is 
fit  i(x  us  to  offer  them,  or  for  God  to 
hear  them;  \^  mufi:  offer  them  up,  with 
^^Mfo^dk^  and  atttntion  of  mind.  .  We 
muft  not  draw  niear  unto  God  with  our 
lips,  when  our  hearts  and  minds  are  far 
from  him.  We  muft  not  utter  words 
without  ccmfideration,  without  any  heed, 
or  application  of  our  minds  to  them ;  but 
our  tboug^s  muft  gp  along  with  our 
words,  wd  out^  minds  mud  be  intenti  and 
fetupon  the  mercies  which  we  pray  for. 
God  wiU  not  hearken  to  our  petitions, 
E  c  4  wheii 
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when  it  may  be  we  ourielves  do  not  heap 
them ;  he  will  not  attend  to  our  requefts^ 
when  we  ourfelves  do  not  attend  to  theib; 
he  will  not  grant  thofe  fuitSy  which  had' 
only  a  form  of  words^  hut  nothing  of  an  ^ 
ifl ward  defire,  and  fpiritual  application  in 
them.  So  that  if  only  our  tongues  pray, 
and  our  minds  are  ftraying;  we  might  as 
well  be  filent,  and  not  pray  at  all. 

Further.  :  We  muft  offer  them  tip  alfo 
with  a  good  mcafure  of  defirei  ani  fer-^ 
vency  of  affeSiion.  He  that  is  indifferent 
in  asking,  may  well  expe<3:  that  God 
^ould  be  indifferent  in  granting.  He  feems 
to  fleight  the  mercy,  when  he  asks  it; 
and  fo  therfe  is  the  lefs  reafon:to  expedt, 
that  he  (hould  think  himfelf  much  obliged 
by  it,  or  be  duly  thankful  for  it,  after 
he  has  received  it.  But  a  fervent  prayer 
fliews  how  eagerly  we-defirc :a;*mercy, 
and  how  thankfully  we  are  like  to  receive 
it.  And  this  is  fome  encouragement,  and 
a  flrong  inducement  for  God  to  beftow  it 
en  us.  He  is  a  moft  tender  and  indul- 
^nt  parent  J  who  cannot  deny  us  any 
sood  thing  that  is  fit  for  us;  when  he 
^     8       ^  fe« 
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fees  we  are  wrought  up  to  a  due  valuation^ 
andeftcem  of  it,  and  our  hearts  are  ea-^. 
gerly  fetupon  it:  ^  be  fervent  prayer  of.^ 
a  righteous  man^  faith  St.  James,  availetb , 
muck**   ^  * 

-  Lastly  :  Another  thing  that  is  requi-'. 
fite  to  an  acceptable  prayer,  and  mtift Re- 
commend it  to  God's  fzvour,  is  fait Af  or 
believing  wc  fliall  receive,  when  we  asfe/ 
laccording  to  his  promife :  Which  our  Sa-^ 
viour  makes  a  neceifary  qualification  to, 
our  being  heard  5  Whatfoever  ye  Jhall  ask 
in  prayer  9  believing^  ye  Jhall  receive'^.  And». 
If  any  man  lack  wifdom^  fays  St,  James» 
let  him  ask  in  faiths  nothing  wavering^ 
and  ii  Jhall  be  given  him  ||.  • 

Aad  the  true  meaning  of  this  is  eafil/ 
underftood,  from  what  I  have  already 
faid  concerning  the  terms^  whereupon  God 
will  grant  us  any  of  his  mercies.  For 
then  we  are  to  believe  we  fliall  receive 
them,  when  we  have  performed  thofe  con- 
ditions, whereupon  he  has  promifed  to 
Ibeftow  them.  So  that  then  we  muft  hope 
\o  obtain  pardon  for  our  £ns,  when  we 

fj«mty.x6.   ^l/Utt.xxi,%%M    ||  Jam.  1.  5, 6. 

forf^« 
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forfake  them^  and  ask  it  With  true  repen-- 
tance  and  reformation.  And  then  we 
moft  believe  that  we  (hall  receive  fome 
airfuous  mdowmentSf  when  we  are  care* 
fol  to  attain,  and  induftrioufly  feek  after 
them.  And  then  we  mufl  expert  tie>  en- 
j6y  the  affiftance  of  God's  grace  tod  hdy 
9|^rit,  when  we  arc  careful  to  concur 
Witfi,  and  make  a  good  ufe  of  it.  And  then 
wfr  niuil  expert,  upon  our  endeavours  af- 
ftt  die  fame^  to  be  heard  for  bealtb^  or  tafs^ 
or  any  prosperous  turns  of  providence  and 
oMtward  things,  when  God  in  his  wifdom 
6es  tiear  fitting^  for  us»  and  cpnliftent 
either  with  our  own  good,  of  with  the 
greater  benefit  of  others. 

It  18  thefe  promifes  of  God  which  mad 
gtlide  our  exptedations;  and  then  we  mud 
bope  to  receive  any  of  thefe  o^rcics  from 
bimi  when  we  come  qualified  with  thefe 
iDOddition^  whereupon  he  has  engaged  to 
he&iow  them.  To  believe  that  he  wiU 
giant  what  we  ask  of  him,  when  we^feek 
it  not  upon  thefe  terms ;  is  not  faith,  but 
infidelity.  To  expcd:  that  we  (hould  re- 
ceive thefe  mercies  any  otherWife  5   that' 

we 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


8«Ml.  XXIL    ^/  Pfayar.  427 

we  ihould  be  pardoaed  without  repent* 
ance,  and  made  virtuous  without  our  own 
(rare  and  good  endeavours ;  is  not  hope, 
but  prefumption^  Wo  mu(l  leek  things 
in  God's  own  way ;  For  this  is  the  confix 
dence  that  we  have  in  him^  that  if  we^  asf^ 
ajiy  thing  according  to  bis  wilU  h^  hearetb 
us. 


SERMON 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    XXIII. 

Preparation  of  a  good  Life^   for  the 
Sacrament. 

[FromBifliop  Patrick's  Minfa  Myftica.1 

PSALM  xciii.  the  laft  verfe, 

r^Holinefs  becometb  thine  boufcy  O  Lord, 
:         for  ever^ 

THE  principle  upon  which  this 
affertion  of  holy  David  is  found- 
ed, is  thiss  Tbat  God  is  ejfentially 
holy.  Which  truth  hath  fuch  a  foundation 
In  our  natural  underftanding^  and  fpring- 
eth  fo  clearly  from  every  man^s  mind,  that 
all  the  dedudions  and  confequents  which 
flow  from  \U  muft  needs  be  evident^  and 
^hd  no  refinance  but  only  from  the  wills 
»nd  perverfe  afFe^ons  of  men. 

If 
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If  we  confider  therefore  with  ourfelves 
a  while,  and  look  upon  him  that  dwelleth 
in  pure  light,  we  (hall  foon  be  perfuaded, 
that  they  ought  to  be  holy  that  approach 
near  unto  him ;  that  no  profane  foot  ought 
to  tread  in  his  f^nftuary ;  and  that  an  un-^ 
hallowed  mind  cannot  be  the  temple 
where  he  fliould  dweH,— Afhort  ex- 
planation of  the  Pfalmift's  words,  will 
make  it  manifefl,  that  our  minds,  do 
rightly  perfuade  us,  when  we  fo  concludei 

The  houfe  of  God  (which  he  fpeaksof) 
was  the  temple  at  yeru/alem,vrh6fc  ^God 
was  worftiipped ;  into'  one  part  of  whichi 
none  but  the^A/gA^prieft  might  enter,  and 
that  but  orice  'a  yearj  being  void  of  legal 
uncleannefs.  Into  a  fecond,  the  other 
priefts^  might  enter,' but  only  to  minifter 
in  holy  things,  and  not  without  the  likt 
ftate  of  purity.  And  the  people,  who 
were  only  admitted  into  the  courts  of  God's 
houfe,  could  not  even  there  be  accepted 
to  feaft  with  God,  unlefs  their  offering 
was  virithout  blemifh,  and  they  themfelveft 
at  that  time  free  from  any  poUutions  which 
their  law  prohibited^    Which  to  any.wiic 

man 
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man  mttft  fignify  &iit  much  i  •->  th«t  Ocxi 
is  gready  to  bfe  feared  in  the  a0eio^  d 
his  faints;  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of 
^  them  that  are  round  about  Inms  and 
that  nothing  becometb  his  pre&nce  b«t 
what  is  feparated  from  the  world*  and 
cleanfed  from  carnal  affe^ons.  And  wh»* 
ever  thinketh  Qtherwife»  is  by  this  very 
thought  (if  there  were  nothing  elfe)  an  un- 
holy perfon.  And  it  is  ftiU  ingrafted  k 
much  in  every  man's  mind».  that  none 
yt'iXL  venture  to  make  any  of  the  more  fo^ 
}emn  addrefles  to  God>  but  they  think  of 
fome  repentance  and  amendment*  of  ibme 
mofc  devout  difpoltuon  of  mind*  how  ttn<» 
holy  Soever  the  left  of  their  lives  have 
been. 

Now  though  theP&lmiil  mtend  more 
than  a  fit  of  rdy^on*  and  cfMmot  be 
thought  to  mean  fo  Uttie  as  an  holinefs  ditt 
hath  only  its  £bt  and  appointed  times  j  yet 
it  may  juftiy  be  aiked*  whether  befides 
tiiefe  two  things  I  have  already  mentionod^ 
(to  wit,  thehdinefsofOod*  aodtbecon^ 
ftant  holinefs  of  thofe  who  conv«ic  with 
htm)  there  be  not  alfo  g  thifd  iodiidal  i» 
i  them* 
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them,  which  is^  that  at  fome  times  we 
are  eggaged  to  an  hi^cr  degree  of  h<^^ 
O€0,  and  pugh^  more  folemoly  an4  re- 
ygiQM%  %o  purify  and  cleanf^  ourfeLv9Si<i 

Are  we  not  to  raife  up  our  hearts  to  « 
greatej:  fecyour  in  devotjlop,  to  fc^irch  ow-^ 
felves  more  curiously,  ^d  caft  ou|  ail  evil 
iocUnatio08,  wheo  we  qome  near  to  God 
in  thie  hig^eft  ^Kkim  oi  our  religion  ?  Or# 
in  (hort,  it  ipay  be  alkedt  whether  we  %m 
not  to  life  a  greater  preparation^  and  bri^ 
a  greater  hc^inefs  to  God's  table,  jtl^n  dt 
other  times,  when  we  approach  to  him  in 
other  duties  ?  I  fl)aU  not  certainly  deter^ 
mine  how  far  the  Pfalmift's  words  do  £0^- 
vour  ijvch  40  afiertioO)  that  there  ought  to 
he  a  greater  regard  to  ourfelves  when  we 
go  t((^  th)9  bopfe  of  God  than  at  pth«r 
times;  ha(  I  (tisAl  endejuyour  to  illuftmte 
all  the  truih  that  is  in  it,  in  thefe  foUowi^ 
propofitions. 

Poly  let  it  be  premifed,  that  it  is  mf 
defign  fo  to  ftate  this  matt«  of  preparai- 
tion,  that  we  may  come  to  God's  table  ia 
a  very  feverend  manner,  and  yet  not  ufe 
l}im  nn^verently  zt^th^r  times*    A  great 

deal 
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deal  of  care  is  to  be  ufed,  when  we  go  to 
feaft  with  the  King  of  heaven  r  but  that 
is  not  the  greateft,  much'  lefs  all  the  care 
of  a  Chriftian.  If  God  prepare  a  fupper^ 
we  (hould  prepare  ourfelves  to  be  fit 
gueftsy  (fo  much  is  refolved  upon  by  all ;) 
the  only  danger  is^  left  we  do  not  think 
this  preparation  looks  fo  farback  as  it 
really  doth.  It  is  not  the  preparing  juft  a 
little  at  that  time,  the  putting  on  a  grave 
and  ferious  deportment  when  we^come^ 
thither^  when  perhaps  we  are  wicked  and 
ungodly  at  other  times;  hxxt  ati  holy Jife  is 
the  true  preparation  of  our  fouls  to  be  God's 
guefts. 

Whatfoever  care  and  exaAnefs  we  ufe# 
and  whatfoever  extraordinary  ornaments 
we  put  on,  immediately  before  our  ap^ 
proaches  to  him;  —-yet — that  a  conftant 
good  behaviour  towards  God  and  man»  is 
the  main  thing  vve  are  to  look  after, — is 
the  fum  of  what  I  have  to  fay  in  the  fol** 
lowing  particulars.    The  .        . 

First  of  which  I  have  already  begun, 
and  it  is  nothing  but  this,  ^bat  bolinefs 

is 
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b  ta  ie  a  Cbriftiatis  tonftant  employment i 
and  the  great  bu/inefs  of  bis  life.  It  is  not 
a^quality  of  which  we  have  ufe  only  at 
certain  times,  nor  is  it  a  flticknefs  at  fomd 
ieaibns  that  gets  us  a  liberty  in  the  reft  of 
btir  lives  to  be  liaofe  ahd  carclfefs ;  nor  a  fo- 
Ktary  retirednefs  now  and  then>  that  {hall 
tnake  an  amends  for  all  oar  neglects  or 
breaches!  of  out  duty  v  but  it  is  a  walking 
With  God,  a  paticiit  f  unnitig  of  the  race 
which  he  hath  fet  before  us,  dnd  a  daily 
dying  unto  the  world,  infomuch  that  the 
iajioftle  faith j  We  touft  be  boly  in  alifhan-^ 
net'  of  converfation.  We  ought  not  to 
thitik  that  we  have  done  enough,  when 
We  fcparate  and  fet  apart  fome  fniall  (hare 
of  our  time  for  holy  purpofcsi  before  we 
tome  to  the  table  of  the  Lord,  or  againfl 
an  holy  timei  but  every  day^  in  a  due 
tneafure  and  proportion^  ought  to  be  holy 
Unto  the  Lord.  We  ftiould  learn,  not 
only  to  purify  ourfclves  for  a  fet  number 
of  days,  as  if  we  had  appointed  or  ordered 
fo  much  time  to  be  fpent  in  holinefs,  and 
fo  much  in  fin  1  but  to  behave  ourfelves  as 
4f  we  did  account  our  whole  life  an  op-^ 
Vofe.  IV.  F  f  portunity 
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portttnity  of  ferving  God,  and  a  fealbs  oC 
cleanfiog  ourfclves  from  all  tiutt^  fikhin^ 
of  ieflbt  and  ffniit,  which  wiH  hinckr  i»i 
to  fee  the  face  of  God. 

The  next  thing  I  would  have  cbfeif^ 
h,  that  this  boiitufs  cnfifi^  if  O&iom  cf 
dhets  fortu  and  is  expttffed  in  Sjfftrtnt 
manners.  It  is  diverfified^  not  only  by  the 
objeds  about  which  it  is  employed  >  but 
the  ftate  of  the  fubjed  wherein  i&is^  will 
not  permit  that  all  the  ads  of  it  ihould  be 
of  one  kind  and  value.  Some  of  them 
refped  God,  others  our  neighbour^  and 
the  reft  ourielves>  and  allthefe  wecando 
at  fome  times  with  a. better  underftanding 
and  greater  devodon,  than  at  other  times 
it  is  pofiible  fof  us  to^do«  For  snt  begin 
this  life  of  holine^  when  we  are  bap^ 
tized  into  the  Chrifttan  ^ithy  and  take 
npoa  us  thofe  facred.  engagemcB^  to  be 
Ijis  fcrvantt.  We  are  ever  after  tbip  under 
a  reHgtous  tie  and  vow ;  and  the  nj»t  flep 
'which  we  take  to  the  difchargeof  it,  b 
te^'btcatechifed  and  inftrudkcd  in  Chrift^s 
-reKgton,  whidi  is  all  that  a  chiid  is  ca- 
pable of.  And  then  when  we  come  to  years 

of 
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of  difcrction,  we  ai^  to  advance  (till  for-* 
Ward  by  ConJ^rfHation^  to  a  ferlous  pro^ 
fcffioh  thtit  WeftiMid  fo  our  ftfft  coveriaat^ 
artif  vtiB  be  true  and  faithful  to  out  Lord* 
Nb<^  jdl  our  Mfe  after  4s  but  an  afTerting  of 
our  truth  and^  flncerity  in  tliis  holy  covd-» 
riahti  and  a^  tfiaktDg  good  our  promife 
Wherein  we^ftand  ettgaged*  Which' wheil' 
we  labour  confcieiitioufly  to  perform,  then 
do  ^1  the  aldidiis^  of  our  lives  become 
holy  ^-^nOt  equally  fo  in  all  inftance*,  but- 
in  their  feveral  kinds  and  degrees* 

Tl*¥iiii  la^AndtheMhing  likeWiie  that 
muft  becoAfe^ed^  T^bat  tbmgk  aU  dSHoni 
fif  b^Hnefs  bavi  a  regard  to  GdJ,  as  tbey 
are  p^ti  of  our  sbedienee  to  bis  commands  j 
yif  fame  of  tbem  hanie  a  mori  particular 
rijpeftttn  him  and  are  more  induftrioujlf 
intended  to  his  honour i  Though  all  holy 
i^ions  bok  towards  him>  yet  fome  of 
them^are  mbre  partitularly  under  the  light 
df  Ms  countcftaiice*  His  glory  is  to  be 
always  our  end  j  but  fometimes  we  are  faid 
more  particularly  to  glorify  his  dattie*  As 
when  we  advance^  him  highly  in  our  own 
Ffa  thoughts  J 
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thoughts ;  or  when  we  proclaim  his  ti* 
celleDcies  to  the  world.  When  we  pay 
ou(.  acknowledgements  to  him  for  blef- 
fings  received^  or  wait  on  his  bounty  for 
things  that  we  need.  In  a  word^  prayer 
and  praifeSy  meditation  of  him,  and  de- 
fires  after;  hira,  reading  and  hearing  of 
his  holy  wo^d,  with  fuch  like  a^ons,  are 
of  that  fort  wherein  we  do  as  it  were  be- 
hold his;face»  and  do  more  feniibly  tafte  of 
his  goodnefs. 

It  must,  in  the  next  place,  be  con- 
fidered,  that  thefe  feveral  a^s  of  rel^ion 
are  mutually  preparative  one  h  nmtber* 
The  daily  facrifice  makes  the  weektyvaov^ 
acceptable.  Continual  prayer,  makes  us 
more  fit  for  prayer  on  the  Lord's  day. 
The  morning  and  evening  fpent  well, 
make  us  ready  to  fpend  a  whole  day  better. 
Our  extraordinary  devotions,,  make  us 
more  folemn  in  our  ordinary  duties;  and 
the  JU>rd*s  day  employed  well,  makes  eve- 
ry day  to  be  fpent  the  better.  Meditation 
and  retired  thoughts,  fit  us  for  prayer ;  and 
prayer  again  nouriflieth  and  feeds  our  me*. 

ditations. 
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dotations.  Both  of  thefe  do  fit  us  to  fe-* 
ccive  holy  exhortations,  and  ufeful infftf ac- 
tions; and  they  again  Air  us  up  to  more 
frequency  and  fervency  in  prayer  and  me- 
ditation. And  thefe  together,  with  all 
the  former  that  L  have  mentioned,  do 
prepare  us  for  the  facrament,  and  for 
keeping  the  holy  feafl  of  ChriiHans  in  the 
fupper  of  the  Lord ;  and  this  again,  af- 
^rds  fuch  nouriihment,  that  it  makes  us 
ftrong  in  the  grace,  of  Chrift,  and  to  per- 
form all  other  duties  vrith  a  greater  plea- 
fure,  and  with  more  delight  to  God ,  and 
to  oturfelves. 

But  it  muft  alfo  be  acknowledged,  T6a( 
there  is  fame  qther  preparation  requifite  to 
holy  dutiesy  bejide  all  this  that  I  have  men^ 
tioned.  For,  though  fervency  in  any  one 
duty  of  our  religion,  doth  fit  us  to  b?  more 
fervent  in  all  the  reft;  and  though  the 
works  of  our  etnploytnent  confcientipvifly 
difchar^d,  da  it  us  for  the  duties  of  re- 
ligion ;  *-  yet  to,  the  doing  of  them,  fer- 
^Qtly,  it  ^  needful;  that  we  lay  out  of  oun 
mind  all  othtr  thou^ts  that  concern  them 
mt.  Now  the  works  of  our  ordinary,  em- 
F  f  3  ployments. 
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ployaneiitB,  being  ^bout  a  c^frent  mW^ 
from  ibe  works  ;0f  devotioiij  and  ,tbc 
sniod  full  qf  one  thing,  i>pt  bciqg  ftble 
prc^atly  to  be  void  for  o|herc<)a^anyf<-^ 
we  muft  fpend  fome iiioe  to dtfchargeotir 
i^ughts  of  foch  obii^3is,  as  arefor«tgnjto 
thefe  hdy  xiutios  we  go  about.  Gon9m«sf 
in  our  lawful  bufia^s  doth  bm^  ifi^y 
indifpo&ions  and  fll  lubits  io  our  n£uods> 
whidi  t\k  would  girow  up  in  usj  but  y«t 
they  may  leav«  ^Dine  little  iadifpo^ioss 
in  us,  at  Icaft  to  foch  a  iccvcncy  in  jdewK 
tion,  as  vre  would  ^cife  imto.  Xheie 
therefore  muft  be  laid  afide  in  &aie  «nea~ 
fare,  and  the  thoughts  of  tbem  give  way 
for  fome  time  to  holy  purpofes,  that  tb? 
duties  of  religion  m^y  entei;,  and  mprc 
fully  poffefs  our  minds. 

Ani>  ^fAitn  we  are  tiim4Vtieifui?e,  i^m 
fet  oui!feJv^  to  confickft'  ni^t  is  the^ndtf 
ibis  riie,  and  *what  lieth  hid  under  the  w- 
refnony.  This  one  tW«ig  4feems  to  jcaH  for 
fome  folemn  thoughts  brfordiandi  be^ 
caufe  it  is  a  part  of  our  rtKgion,  ivhich  is 
<i|oathed  with  an  oi»twa»d  garnieat^  it 
^a^  fometfaing  of  ^  pofitive  mftitiuioo  in 

it, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SfiUM.XXIIL   tie  Saerament.  439 

it»  attd  retaios  fofiMsthiasrof  theceremooy, 
ihp  fignificadon  of  which  is  to  beftadkd, 
U&  we  (bottld  not  ctifcem  the  Lord's  ludy. 
If  we  lopk  not  beyond  the  fliadow,  we 
ihaU  ^oed  nothing  foot  our  kidy ;  or  if  wp 
4rAW  afide  the  veil  but  half  way,  weihs^l 
lofe  9  ffCBt  p9st  of  the  food  of  oor  ibidg, 
which  are  InflyaAed  hj  every  pait  of  xbtk 
h^y  a6kion.     We  nwft  dierefore  kboiir 
^Q  uncover  the  ^ce  of  this  tnyfteciotts  i6oA, 
03$d  confide  it  in  aU  ita  Q>irxttial  motiona. 
When  we  intend  to  remember  Chrift  in 
the  &cra9ien|»  let  us  coofider  ii^iilier  we 
4Ure  going;   what  Aat  laUe  is,  which  1$ 
fpcqd  for  US;  what  meana  that  broken 
bcea4  which  is  provided;  and  for  what 
jend  his  precious  l^lood  was  (hed.    Xrct  us 
look  into  his  wounds  with  joy  and  glad« 
aefs,  to  fee  how  his  heart  doth  beat  with 
love  towards  us.    Let  us  open  our  hearts 
unto  him,  and  fliew  an  abhorrence  and 
ileteftaticMi  of  thofe  fins,  lor  which  hefuf- 
foed,  that  he  might  fave  us  from  eternal 
ruin. 

And  then,  we  &ould  confidcr,  in  die 

{lext  plface^  wiff  fi£fs  arf  moft  proper  when 

F  4  we 
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fwe  Jhail  be'  at  G4ffs4abk.  Wc  (houW 
thmk  with  ourfelves/  ^  what  Hatred  of  fint 
what  defire,  what  love  t6  God,  and  what 
xharity  toour  brerhren,  is' then  to  be  ex- 
prefled  i  what  T>rayers  and  interceffioiis* 
iwhat  prgi^  and  tbankfgivingS)  are  then 
to  be  offered.  FW^we'  (hall  fcarte  fpend 
(OOr  time  welltherei  unlefe  we  be  pro* 
^idid  with  fotnfe  /matter  for  otir  thoiightt 
tt  that  time.  Anduherefore  it  is  good  td 
j:onfidor  with  ourfelves,  what  difpofitfbn 
lOfibul  riothi  bcft  agree;  with  feverjr  part 
-fiS  this  iacred  adion.  "How  the  mind -ft 
>to  be  affefbid  at  the  breaking  of  tfee 
tbcted,*  and  the  pouring  out  of  the^ine^ 
-h^w  it* is  to  bfef  moved  when  thejr  are 
rblcSed  and  ptcfented  unto  God ;  and  horw 
*when  they  are  taken  and  rtceived  by  us. 

.  AKn  when  we  h^e  diligently  pondered 

jpf  thiS|  liet  us  begin  t^  Jitr  up  thoft  qf^ 

feSiions  Ifeforeband^  which  will  prepartm 

fp  a  more  lively  exprejign  of  them  wk^we 

fome  there.     Let  us  begin  to  admire  at 

God's  goodnefs,  that  he  will  fend  an  in-? 

yitation  to  fuch  poor  wretches  as  we  are. 

Jupt  us  render  him  many  thanks,  for  that 

4  l)eing 
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being  a  Lord  of  rdch'  niajefty,  he  w6ur4 
vouchfafe  with  fo  much  humility  to  come 
and  dwell  in  our  flefh ;  '^nd  that  he  fhould 
!ove  us  better  thari  his  life,  and  that  he 
will  not  forget  us  qow  that  he  lives  ia 
heaven. 

In  the  next  place.  Let  us  further  en^ 
deavour,  that  all  the  pqffiuns  and  affeSitons 
^fmrjouls  may  h  quieted  and  Jiitl.  We 
moft  take  fome  pains  with  them,  that 
they  may  be  fb  mortified  and  deadenecj 
to  the  world,. that  then  they  may  not 
be  too  quick  and  lively,  and  hinder  our 
lueditatfOBs  of  heavenly  things.  '  For  this 
is  a  fpiritual  banquet,  and  the  food  gives 
BO  nourifhment,  but  what^we  receive  by 
meditation,  by  ferious  thoughts  and  afFec^ 
tions,  which  can  find  no  place,  but  only 
in-  ftill  and  quiet  fooK  There  fliould  be 
po  tumults  of  anger  and  fuch  like  paffions, 
l>ecaufe  we  converfe  with  the  God  of  love. 
All  our  ftorms  fliould  be  huftit  and  laid,  as 
)f  we  heard  our  Saviour's  voice,  faying, 
^eace^  be  Jiill,  And  therefore  all  holy 
fpep  bay?  ta|?en  an  pfpecial  care,  when 

•tbey 
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they  were  goiag  tp  the  table  of  the  Lord^ 
to  renew  their  aijs  of  forgivpoefs,  and 
Puffing  by  all  injuries  and  piFen^es,  to  re^ 
concile  themfelves  perfe<^y  to  their  hre* 
thren,  and  repair  any  wrong  that  they 
could  poflibly  conceive  themfelves  to  havf 
done  to  others.  And  indeed  there  can  be 
no  thoughts  xaatt  fit  for  preparation*  ^an 
thefe  of  forgiyeneis ;  becapie  we  call  outt 
felves  now  to  account  for  our  ofieRCOf 
«gainfl  God ;  and  al^s,  they  are  fo  s^ea^ 
that  they  nuy  we^  drown  the  f^m/eoHf- 
V^nce  of  all  offences»  tl^at  othtBrs  have 
^^eu  us»  and  .waj$i  f^iem  o^H  ^  QMT 
thous^^y  as  if  ^ey  Md  /Oetrer  been. 

And  as  a  p;»oft  neqeiTary  in(l;;(!M0ient  |9 
all  thefe,  the  appftle  direas  jus  u  fxamfof 
purfehes.  This  ^  jiodecd  a  [dfiily  duty^ 
bifit  now  fhpu^d  be  ^attended  to  witjb  % 
greater  ardency  of  afFedlionj  when  wc  arq 
aboiiit  thefe  facced  thi;igs.  We  fliould  fiXr 
amine  oprfelves  about  our  neglc^fts  in  4hc 
review  of  ourfclves,  aboujt  thQ  ,coldnp£s  of 
our  prayers,  the  fpi^Unefs  of  our  forrows 
the  weakneft  of  our  feryices,  and  our 
7  daily 
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dailjr  Qfiafdidabie  infi^niities.  We  (hould 
mtke  more  deep  refleQions  into  ourfelvci; 
now.tlitt  'wc  ftie  at  more  letfure,  and  iiave 
fo  folemnl^  ddigiied  more  time  from  other 
empbyments.  We  fhould  open  a  larger 
paffiige  for  our  forrow,  and  afied:  our 
heart&more  deeply  mth  our  needs*  and  the 
certaiMy  of  ^eir  (uppiy ;  and  &  raiie  out* 
ibok4oa  gi>eater  ^ight  i^^huBiility,  of 
defire,  and  of  a  religious  aflurance  of  pai> 
don  and  reconciliation. 

An9  if  we  find  fa^examioiog,  that  wd 
hV9t  fdbn  into  dtny  fia^  and  throagh  ne** 
^led  .-crignocaDce  \mdkm  opr  jc£)lption; 
iince  tbe  laft  conspmnioo,  ir/  ^/  make 
mqfijirious  rtficBims  upon  it.  Befi^  att 
i^  ibcrcwr  that  we  imiift  fiq^ofe  it  iiadi 
jcx^  a  good  iieart^  pnefontly  <after  it's  fxxa^ 
iftiiQian;  bcfides  its  hatred  of  h»  and  afr 
Jii^oa  iQif  it&lf  for  it,  with  amoft  ^ecdy 
iuncodn^ent  ^  the  fanks  t*^  this  is  a  Ik 
time  to  bewail  it  over  aga(y),  to  call  oor^ 
felves  to  a  new  account  for  '^  to  drown  it 
>n  another  flood  of  teai^,  and  moce  £rnUy 
to  ftrengtb^  our  rfivivtion;  sgaioll  it. 

Ano 
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And  whea  weIliaificido6e alhtliisi  then 
we  (hoold  />rdr/afa  Godtbaplk  "wouid^^re^ 
pare  us  bftUr^thcm'  all  our*  prepMf^dti$n  *, 
tbf^t  after  ^:!^F.>«3deaTourit6>fet  apa^coar 
hearts  for  bini»\ feci: would  be;:pkat{ai  to 
fend  his  holy  :Spvifc;to  prepare  out  hearts 
for  himf  -i^frf:  ^dornj.oui;; fools -with  :foch 
^gc^s,  thai:  feis;  ftMfr<jd  Mp5^  tm^MisA 
(dif^aio  to  c4)Qie  «rl4.t9^He  i^  abode  itnith 
.us.  -O'w  !:-:  :-  to  ;  n"  t  •'.  - 

And  now,  what  other  preparation  there 
Should  foe  be/idesithis^  iti&not«afy  tdcon* 
<xive :  It  being!dii^ly«)ntrarycd'the  ikd 
ihihg  that  I.propooiadbdr'  for-^oy  to  io^a- 
ghie,  that  we^ouightijuft  before  ^  ft6ra- 
ment,  to  have  a  greater  cait?  of  not  fin- 
ning, than  at  ioth^r  times;'  WK^are  ^A 
^ays  pilgrims  and  flrangtis,  aiidiQ  ought 
to.  a]:^ain  from  de^ly  laftsiittiat  War  ^- 
gainft  the  fouL  Sin-  is  alwa^i^  dangerous, 
and  not  ^?>r  at  that  tirtie  when  ^We-are  go- 
lAg  to  receive  the  facrament.  And  there- 
fore it  is  a  grand  deceit  to  think,  that  wc 
end  our  fins  muft  be  fevered  only  then, 
when  we  nidre  nearty  embrace  6ur  Lord ; 

for 
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for  holincfs  is  our  profeffion  afterward^  as 
much  ^4>efore  we  communicate.    Or  ra-  * 
ther,  all  the  time  after  one  communion, 
beidg  4c/2^^  fhe  next  which  doth  fucceed,  \ 
it  is  the  time  of  preparation  for  it. 

We  are  to  keep  ourfelves  In  a  conflant 
purity,  and  to  labour  to  keep  clofe  to  the  ' 
covenant  of  our  God ;  only  when  the  time 
doth  nearly  approach,  that  we  may  enjof 
fuch  another  repaft,  we  (hould  ejficite  our 
appetite,  raife  pur  thoughts  find  medita- 
tions, imprint  the  ends  of  the  inflitution 
more  fairly  in  our  meriiorics,  voluntarily 
oflfer  more  of  dor  time  and  our  thoughts 
to  religious  exercifes,  and  do  all  that  over 
again  with  a  greater  zeal,  which  we  have 
been  doing  every  day  fince  we  laft  com- 
municated. 

This  is  the  true  and  only  preparation  ^ 
which  will  ftand  us  in  ftead  ;  and  without 
which,  we  are  unqualified  not  only  for  the 
facrament,  but  for  all  other  offices  of  re- 
ligion \  and  without  which,  we  can  neither 
live  with  hope,  nor  die  with  conifort. 

sermon' 
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S  E  R  M  ON    XXfV. 

Sacrament  r  Behaviour  at  the-  Time  of 
receivings 

fFroiti  BMhop  Pat Ricic^s  Mkuffd  MyfihatJ 

ys^ACM  tiii.  4» 

What  is  man^  that  tb^u^rt  miw^ofbimi 
and  tbi  fan  of  man,  tbat^  tbm  vifiUfi 
bim? 

THESE  words  are  ift  nd  citcam- 
ftancc  more  applicable,  than  to 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord^'a  fup* 
per;  wherein  is  reprefented  unto  us  the 
exceeding  great  love  of  our  blefled  Lord 
and  Saviour,  in  dying  for  the  fins  Of  man* 
kind.  In  treating  whereof^  I  ihall  at  diii 
time  ihew^  what  afFedHons  we  ought  to 
have  in  our  mind*,  wiien  we  become  par- 
takers Qf  this  holy  myftery ;  which  will 
give  us  abuadaht  occafion  to  cry  out  over 
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and  over  again,  with  thie  Pfalmift  in  my 
tffxk^  Londy  wAat  is  man^  that  tbou  art 
flM^ftd  of  himf  and  the  fan  of  marif  that 
rbdui^tefihim? 

And  here,  f  (hall  not  go  about  to  iliew, 
what  preparation  is  requifitc,  in  order  to 
our  being  worthy  receivers;  butfuppofin^ 
iSiit  V^  are  in  fome  meafurc  duly  prepared^ 
to  come  to  this  heavenly  feaft>  I  (haU  con« 
iider  what  kind  of  demeanor  is  fultable  for 
us»  on  the  day  when  we  are  to  receive^ 
and  at  the  time  of  receiving ;  that  fo  we 
may  be  capable  to  partake  of  the  benefice 
kitended  to  us  thereby.  And  here  it  well 
Ibecomtth  U9,  in  the 

First  place,  to  welcome  the  day  that 
brings  our  Saviour  fo  near  unto  us,  witli 
t&s  oi  joy  and  thanifgiving^^ior  ihe  ap- 
proach'df  fo  great  a  blefling:  And  it  will 
be  very  ieafonable  then  to  renew  all  our 
refoludons  and  good  purpofes,  and  go  to 
the  boufe  of  God  in  a  juft  fenfe  of  our  un- 
worthinefs  to  entertain  fo  glorious  a  per- 
£>n»  and  in  a  fenfe  of  fin,  which  is  the 
caufe  of  that  unworchinefs;  together  with 

a  joy 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


44^  ^ehavtQUr  at  fkceivkg 

a  joy  in  our  fouls,  and  praifes  upon  otif 
tongues,  that  he  will  vouchsafe  to  for^vtf 
us  our  fins,  upon  our  repentance  and. 
turning  to  him  j  humbly  defiring  of  the 
Lordi  that  he  will  actcpt  of  us  for  bis 
own,  and  that  he  will  come  and  enlarge- 
our  fouls  by  an  holy  love  to  him,  and. 
longing  after  him,  that  there  may  be 
room  for  his  divine  Majefty,  and  our  hearts 
may  be  deanfcd  and  prepared,  to  receive 

him. 

And  then  when  the  time  comesi  that 
this  holy  fervice  begins,  we  muft  put  on 
fuch  affe6tions  as  are  moft  agreeable  to  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  adion.  We  muft  fo* 
lemnly  and  devoutly  join  in  thofe  confcf- 
fions,  prayers,  and  thatfkfgiviogs,  which 
are  appointed  to  be  ufed  on  that  occafion* 
And  when  we  are  invited  in  Chrift's  name 
to  come  and  receive  the  bread  and  wine  iir 
commemoration  of  him  j  we  muft  adore 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  will  call  us  to 
his  own  table ;  and  compofe  ourfelves  to  A 
thankful  reverence,  that  we  may  receive 
this  heavenly  food.  And  we  ought  dili- 
gently to  attend  unto  thofe  exhortationt 

and 
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tod  perfu^fioQS  Miikh  the  churth  hath 
appointed  to  be  then  ufed^  and  endeivout: 
that  our  hearts  may  be  afFeded  with  themi 
Mg»  particulariy*^^*?^ 

^  Wh«2*  v»  fie  tie ^read ami mnepre* 
parfdjbr  mr  receiving,  we  oug^t  to  aSe^ 
our  ^le  wish  iiich  medilsitions  as  thefetr^ 
We  (hould  iend  (ip  aa  a6k  of  woiider  and 
adiiitratiooi  that  the  San  of  God  £bould 
jbeoome  the  fpiritual  food  of  fouls  by  dying 
fer  usi  then  we  ihoidd  lift  up  our  hearts; 
t^d  mit  ^buls  ihonld  fpread  their  wings, 
t^At  .ify  tiifi  dil^e  infpirations  they  may  be 
mounted  unto  beavta  in  thoughts  of  ado-^ 
ratiorii    Nothing  more  becometh  this  fa-* 
tied  xtiy&tTf,  than  fuch  humble  and  ad- 
tniring  thoughts.    Let  us  therefore  labour 
it  the  y«f  y  fcntrance,  to  put  ourfdvci  into 
ibme  degree  of  wonder  and  amazement; 
io  think  what  manner  of  loi^e  ibi^  is, 
Wiierfewith  G^d  hath  loved  us  i  that  he 
(bould  die  for  us  when  he  was  upon  the 
tath,  and  that  he  (hould  notirkh  us  with 
ipiriloal  food  now  that  he  is  in  tht;  hea^ 
Wnls.    It  ftiouW  aftonifli  us^  that  bcavent 
.  V4>t.  IV.  C  g  ihould 
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ihoQld  fo  condefcend  to  earth,  and  ttaxi 
fliould  be  fo  united  unto  God ;  that  Chrift's 
goodnefs  towards  us  ihouM  never  be  cx^ 
haufted,  but  as  he  gavehimfelf  to  redeem 
us  from  our  fins,  fo  be  now  giveth  himfelf 
to  be  the  ftrength  and  health  of  our  fouls. 
This  would  be  a  good  beginning  of  this 
hdy  iervice,  and  we  fhould  be  fitter  for 
idl  the  following  addons,  if  we  could  put 
our  hearts  into  a  kind  of  ecftafy  or  admira* 
tioin,  at  the  ftupendous  greatnefs  of  this 
myftery.  If  our  thoughts  were  once  got 
fo  high,  we  (hould  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
other  things  that  are  apt  to  thruft  them* 
felvesiui  and  interrupt  us. 

In  the  next  place,  IV&en  toe  fee  the 
bread  broken^  and  the  wine  petlred  out,  it 
is  a  fit  feafon  to  entertain  ourielves  with 
fuch  meditations  as  thefe :  —  Let  us  re- 
member the  pains  and  anguiih,  the  (hame 
and  reproach  which  our  Lord  endured. 
Let  us  imagine  that  we  fee  him  crucified, 
that  we  behold  his  body  ilretched  forth 
upon  the  crofs,  and  his  blood  fhed  for  u&i 
Let  us  inejagine  that  we  hear  his  dying. 

groans. 
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groans,  and  the  mocks  and  infults  of  the 
Ji^Urs  who  crucified  hi^i,  founding  in  our, 
eirs.  Let  us  imagine  that  we  hear  the 
groans  of  the  earth  udder  the  weight  of 
his  'crofs ;  and  that  we  fee  how  the  fua 
ihrunk  in  his  head,  as  alhamed  to  look 
upon  fuch  a  fpid(AacIe9  and  afirighted  with 
the  horror  of  fuch  a  fight. 

And  when  we  have  meditated  a  while 
upon  thefe  wonders,  then  it  will  be  proper 
to  turn  our  thoughts,  and  meditate  with 
due  afFcdion,  upon  the  great  love  of  our 
Lord,  in  fubmitting  hlmfelf  to  fuch  pains 
and  difgrace  for  our  fakes.  \  Never  did  eyes 
behold  fuch  a  firange  thing,  that  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father  (hould  bleed  like  a 
malcfaftor ;  that  the  glorious  King  of  hea- 
ven (hould  die  for  his  own  fubjedbs,  rtbels 
I  {hould  rather  call  them,  zn6,  traitors  to 
their  fovcretgn  Lord.  Was  there  ever  any 
kindnefs  like  to  this  ?  Could  he  do  more 
than  ^iVfor  us?  It  is  impoflible  that  the 
remembrance  of  fuch  a  love,  if  we  duly 
rcfleft  upon  it,  (hould  ever  die  within  us. 
And  left  fuch  a;  thing  fliould  happen,  he 
hath  left  himfelf  ftill  among  us  in  fym- 
G  g  2  bols 
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bols  and  reprefentatioos ;  he  fets  before 
our  eyes^  in  the  facrament^  his  bloody 
death  and  jp^S&on,  ami  makes  himfelf 
therein  prefent  to  our  ifaitb.  How  can  we 
refrain  from  tears  of  forrow^  to  think  of 
the  (ins  of  mankind,  which  brought  our 
Lord  and  Savioor  to  the  crofs  ?  And  how 
can  we  refrain  at  the  fame  time  from 
tears  of  joy,  to  think  of  his  ilrange  love  ? 
It  cannot  but  trouble  us  to  think  that  we 
love  him  no  more,  who  put  himfelf  to 
fuch  pain»  and  laid  down  his  life  for  our 
redemption.  And  yet  when  we  confider, 
that  in^  his  blood  our  fouk  are  waflied, 
and  that  by  his  firipes  we  are  healed,  who 
can  chufe  but  rejoice  in  his  love,  and 
hope  that  he  will  accept  of  our  poor  ac« 
knowledgements  ? 

And  in  the  next  place.  When  we  con- 
fider  all  thefe  things,  we  cannot  at  the 
iame  time  but  refted;,  how  odious,  vile, 
and  intoleraUe  fki  is,  that  brought  our 
Lord  to  fuch  miferies,  and  required  fuch  a 
blood  to  expiate  it.  This  hatred  of  &> 
proceeds  from  the  love  of  God  jr  and  thr 
viler  that  we  perceive  iin  to  be,r  the  more 

wiU 
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will  our  love  increafe  to  him  that  will  par* 
lion  fuch  a  ihameful  ad^  Let  us  think 
therefore,  what  is  that  which  raalceth  God 
(b  angrjr  ?  What  is  that  which  requires 
the  blood  of  Chrift  to  expiate?  Whaj 
hideous  monfter  is  that,  which  could  not 
be  jiatisfied  without  fuch  an  atonement  ^ 
The  thoughts  of  Chrift's  crofs  are  enough 
to  affright  a  man  from  the  moft  delightful 
of  his  llnful  pleafures.—— ^But  then  how 
amiable  doth' the  goodnefs  of  God  appear^ 
that  he  would  pafs  by  fo  many  offences, 
and  re(|uire  no  fatisfa<2ion  from  us  for  fuch 
infuffcrable  wrongs  ?  How  great  was  his 
love,  that  he  would  transfer  the  punifh* 
ment  from  us  unto  his  Son  ?  and  how  great 
was  his  Son's  love,  that  he  would  bear  our 
iniquities,  that  by  his  ftripes  we  might  be 
healed  ?  It  is  fcarcely  to  be  conceived  or 
imagined  how  great  that  love  was;  but  the 
more  heinous  and  grievous  our  offences 
feem,  the  more  glorigufly  will  it  (hine  in 
oiir  eyes ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  more 
lovely  God  appears,  the  more  we  fhall  hate 
60  that  doth  any  injury  to  fo  good  a  God^ 
Q  g  3  J^^ 
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Ik  the  next  place,  ff^ben  wefeetbeJbread 
ready  to  be  adminiftered  untQ  us.  Let  jjs 
employ  ourfelves  in  thefe  ads  of  devotion, 
^t  will  become  our  fouls  to  fink  ipto  a 
.very  deep  humility,  and  to  abafe  them- 
fislves  in  the  fenfe  of  their  own  unworthi- 
nefs.  When  we  fee  that  Chrifl  is  coming 
(as  it  were)  towards  u$>  let  us  entert^n 
him  with  an  ad  of  reverence,  worfbip, 
and  humble  obeifance  to  him.  Let  us 
conlider  that  we  are  not  worthy  that  be 
ihould  come  under  our  roof;  and  that  we 
deferve  not  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  his 
table. 

And  together  with  this  humility.  Ictus 
mix  alfo  fome  ads  of  love.  Let  us  think 
of  the  infinite  love  of  God,  that  would 
give  his  own  Son  ;  and  of  the  infinite  love 
of  Chrifl,  that  would  fo  gracioufly  come 
to  fave  us,  and  would  leave  us  thefe  re- 
membrances and  tokens  of  his  love. 

And  then  let  us  turq  our  love  into  de- 
fire.  Let  us  befeech  him  to  fill, us  with 
his  holy  Spirit,  and  to  dwell  in  us  by  all 
^is  divine  graces.  Let  us  humbly  ftrctch 
put  our  hands  uqto  him,  and  defire  to  be 

fillc4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Sehm.  XXIV.      the  Sacrament.  45 j; 

iykd  with  bi8  boun^.  Let  us  fay  unto 
kim  in  the  word$  of  the  Pf^iil,  Whom 
bm)e  I  in  heaven  but  tbeef  and  t her f^  is  ^one 
upon  earth  that  I  defire  in  CQmParifon  qf 
thee.    . 

Furthermore  ;  When  we  take  the  bread 
into  our  hands^  it  is  feaibnable  to  do  that 
a<5t  which  is  alfoone  end  of  this  f^rament, 
namely^  to  commemorate  or  (hew  ibith 
the  Lord's  death.  Let  us  reprefent  before 
God,  the  iacri^ce  of  atonement  that  Chrift 
hath  made ;  let  us  cpmmemorate  the  paina 
which  he  endured ;  let  us  intreat  him  that 
we  may  .enjoy  all  the  purchafe  of  his  blood; 
that  all  people  may  reap  the  fruit  of  his 
paflion;  and  that  for  the  fake  of  his 
bloody  facrifice,  he  will  turn  away  all 
his  anger  and  difpleafore,  and  be  recon-* 
ciled  unto  us. 

And  it  is  alfo  then  a  feafonable  time,  to 
profefs  ourfelves  Chriftians,  and  that  we 
will  take  up  our  crofs,  and  follow  afte): 
him.  This  taking  of  the  bread,  we  (houl4 
Ipok  upon  as  a  receiving  the  yoke  of 
Chriftf  and  a  taking  up  ofhis^rofs,  if  he 
Gg4  a>aJJ 
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0)dl  think  6t  to  paU  uUo  it,  W^  embraM 
ft  crocified  Jefus^  and  we  are  not  to  «q)e£^* 
fj^ajrs  to  livfein  pleafure^^  un^efs  they  be 
fpitittialj  nor  to  rejoice  with  the  world, 
but  fonietin^es  to  endure  afHi£^ionjf  md 
we  are  to  account  it  all  joy,  when  we  fal( 
Into  divers  tepiptationSi  I^et  ue  therefore 
refolVe  to  love,  and  to  follow  hitn  in  a4 
events  I  and  be  cont^i^ted,  if  he  (hall  fqr 
f:aH  tis  liiito  it^  to  take  joyfi^y  thp  fppili&s; 
pf  tmr  goods,  to  be  pleafed- with  pains,  aa4 
to  tovtv)/t  death  for  his  ^^ke,  the  way  tq 
^trnal  life  and  happinefs^ 

AoAiif ;  When  m  iat^  it  is  a  tk  feafon 
tfa  put  forth  thefe  ads  of  faith  :-=r^— Let  us 
fxprefs  our  hearty  confent,  that  Chrift 
ihall  dwell  within  us  i  that  yft  will  be  ruled 
by  his  k^frs,  and  governed  by  his  Spirit  j[ 
that  he  fhall  be  the  fole  director  oif  our 
ibols,  and  the  lord  of  all  our  faculties}  and 
that  we  will  l^ave  no  otl^er  mafler  but  only 
^itti.  So  (hould  we  then  meditate,— tha^ 
^e  do  then  receive  Chrift,  never  to  befe^ 
paral6d  from  his  fervice,  for  ever  to  adher^ 
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unto  him  as   our  guide   and  Condu^ori 
wherefoever  his  commands  will  lead  us. 

We  (hould  alfo  then  firmly  believe,  that 
all  the  bleffings  of  the  new  covenant  are 
piade  over  to  us,  by  this  giving  and  receiv-s 
ing  of  his  facred  body ;  and  that  we  fhall 
thereby,  if  it  is  not  our  own  fault,  receive 
pardon,  and  grace,  and  ftrength,  and  fall 
vation.  And  what  joy  will  this  create  in 
dur  fouls,  that  wc  are.  united  to  Chrift's 
body,  and  made  capable  of  receiving  all 
the  bene^ts  of  his  death  aqd  pailion? 
What  a  delight  (hould  it  b^upto  us^  to 
believe,  that  unleft  it  be  through  puf  own 
grofs  negligence,  fin  {hall  not  have  domi-: 
nioii  over  usj  that  the  blood  pf  Chrift 
cleanfeth  us  from  all  unrightcoufnefs ;  that 
the  fiaines  of  hell  (hall  never  touch  usi; 
that  death  is  fwal}owed  up  in  victory;  that 
the  grave  is  buried  in  the  wounds  of  our 
Saviour ;  that  we  are  fealed  with  the  di- 
vine imprefiion^  and  rendered  capable  of  a 
blefied  im  mortality  I  ^n4  to  iph^rit  the  joy  $ 
.  pf  our  Lord  ? 

When  we  have  done  thefe  things,  with 
||ie  bcft  devotion  we  can,  it  will  be  a  great 

rcfre(hmcnt 
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refreshment  to  the  foul,  if  we  tarn  it  a 
little  towards  thofe  who  are  the  friends  of 
pur  Lord*    And  therefore. 

In  thp  next  place.  When  tvefee  the  fume 
ffrtadgwetf,  to  others^  Let  us  renew  ads  of 
love  unto  oujr  brethren.  Let  us  think,  that 
ive  being  many,  are  but  one  body;  and 
that  we  are  members  one  of  another.    Let 
lis  love  one  another,  witl)  a  pure  and  un- 
feigned love.    Let  us  remember  the  great 
love  of  our  Lord  unto  us  all ;  and  tbt^t  will 
^xtinguifh  in  us  all  the  fparks  of  envy, 
anger,   or  malice  one  towards  another. 
When  we  feel  the  loye  of  God  in  oup 
hearts,  all  our  anger  will  turn  into  }ove^ 
and  all  our  enemies  wil}  fivA  us  frienflsf 
Let  us  refolve  therefpre,  now  that  mt,  xtr 
member  his  love  to  enemies^  that  we  will 
never  bear  any  hatred  mone.    Let  us  rcr 
folve,  now  that  we  fee  bow  he  diftributej? 
himfelf  to  us  all,  that  we  will  never  defpife 
the  meaneft  brother;  that  the  eye  (haU 
not  fay  to  the  foot  I  have  no  need  of  thee; 
that  one  member  ihall  not  injure  another; 
that  we  will  live  in  a}i  peace  and  lovj^, 
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bearing,  one  another's  inficmities^  kindly 
accepting  of  reproofs,  doing  all  the  good 
we  can  to  foul  and  body,  that  all  men  may 
know  us  to  be  Chrift's  difciples.  That 
we  may  dp  thus,  let  every  man  think  as 
fcrioufly  as  he  can  with  himfelf,--' — ^Did 
Chriil  die  only  for  bim^  or  for  others  alfo  ? 
Have  we  not  all  eaten  of  the  Ame  bread  ? 
Are  we  not  about  to  drink  of  the  fame 
cup?  How  fhall  we  hate  thofe  whom  Chrift 
loveth?  How  (hall  we  envy  thofe  to  whom 
he  is  fo  liberal?  And  how  ihall  we  ofiend 
ofie  of  thofe  for  whom  Chrifl  died  ? 

Again  ;  When  we  receive  the  cup,  it  is 
^t  that  we  (hould  again  admire  the  won* 
'derful  love  of  God,  that  he  would  pur- 
chafe  us  to  himfelf  by  his  own  blood, 
^nd  we  (hould  coniider  the  great  and  in- 
eftimal^Ie  value  of  this  blood,  that  could 
.make  expiation,  and  give  God  full  £ttiP 
fadtion  for  fuch  a  world  of  offences.  The 
infinite  virtue  lij^ewife,  as  well  as  value  of 
this  facrificp,  (hould  be  taken  iqto  our 
thoughts,  which  lafts  for  ever,  and  is  now 
as  fre{h  and  full  of  efficacy,  as  if  the  blood 
vvere  newly  (hed  upon  the  crofe. 

I  And 
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And  let  as  confider  likewife^  what  dan* 
ger  there  is,  if  we  rejed  thofe  terms  of  re- 
croncijiation  and  pardon  offered  to  us  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  When  we  behold  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God  poured  out,  aod 
his  body  broken;  we  fliould  think  what 
the  danger  will  be  of  not  being  fledfaft  in 
bis  covenant.  God  will  require  his  Son's 
blood  at  our  hands.  The  Lord  of  that 
fervant  will  come  in  a  day  when  he  looketh 
not  for  him>  and  in  an  hour  when  he  is 
not  aware,  and  will  appcant  him  his  por» 
tion  with  the  h)rpo6rites. 

Let  us  ferioufly  reflcft,  what  the  doom 
of  all  thofe  will  be,  who  rebel  againft 
him,  to  whom  they  have  fo  often  vowed 
obedience.  The  love  of  God  cannot  make 
them  love  him ;  the  blood  of  Chrift  can^ 
iiot  piiVge  away  their  fin ;  and  all  the 
bands  that  he  can  lay  upon  them,  will  not 
hold  them  faft.  What  chains  of  darknefs 
therefore  are  referved  for  them?  What  a 
facrifice  muft  they  be  to  the  vengeance  of 
God,  whom  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  upon 
;he  crofs  could  not  deliver  ?  The  wrath  of 
pod  will  utterly  confute;,  and  burn  them 

up. 
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op^  They.  Oiall  be  a  whole  hurnt^ofieriog^ 
to  his  ficfy  indignation.  They  themielvest 
ihall  fktxsfy  for  their  iins^  and  then  they^ 
can  never  be  fatisfied  for*  Thefe  mea 
take  all  the  guilt  of  their  fins  upon  their 
own  fouls,  and  go  fearleisly  to  heU^  where 
they  (hall  lacnent  their  folly  and  obAin^cy 
to  all  eternity. 

Aftsk  all  thisi^  Let  us  on  the  other 
hand^  meditate  a  little  on  the  joys  of  hea-- 
veni  on  the  eternal  fupper  of  the  Lambj. 
and  the  blefied  life  we  (hall  live  above* 
We  {hovld  confider^  that  the  joys  of  this 
world  are    but  weak  fbretafles  of  thoie 
pleafbres  that  God  will  hereafter  beAow 
upon  uSf  if  we  will  /ender  ourfelves  <:a- 
pable  of  receiving  them  ^  that  our  feafting 
on  the  fymbols  of  his  body  and  blood  here, 
are  but  types  and  fhadows  of  the  evcrlaft-. 
ing  feaft  in  heaven,  when  our  fouls  (hall 
be  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatneis, 
whilf):  our  mouth  praifeth  him  with  joyful 
lips.    We  fhould  look  upon  thefe  fymbd^ 
here,    as  affurances  of  better   things  to 
come,  where  our  appetites  and  all  our  de-» 

fires 
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fires  fhaU  be  fully  fatisfied;  whtre  yfH 
ihall  fee  our  Lord  and  Saviour  in  his  glory, 
and  feafl  our  eyes  with  the  fight  of  hit 
pcrfcdions;  yea,  where  we  (hall  be  ra-- 
vi(hed  with  the  fight  of  God  himfclf,  and 
ihall  drink  of  the  pleafures  that  flreani 
from  the  light  of  his  countenance. 

And,  after  all  tbefe  things  in  the  world 
to  come,  we  fhould  ftrive  to  ftir  W^  the 
longings  of  our  foul ;  we  (hould  defire  to 
be  in  heaven,  and  ihould  third  after  thofe 
eternal  pleafures;  and  to  pa(s  from  this 
dark  glafs,  and  this  veil  of  the  facr^mentF, 
to  the  clear  fight  and  enjoyment  of  God 
himfelf. 

Finally,  and  in  the  Cdficloflon,  We 
fhould  give  Gpd  thanks  for  thefe  great 
favours,  for  the  hopes  of  his  glory^  for  the 
taftcs  which  he  gives  us  beforehand,  for  all 
the  fruits  of  his  Son's  death,  and  the  ear- 
nefls  we  have  of  the  eternal  inheritance. 
And  indeed  who  can  Efficiently  praife  his 
divine  Majefly?  The  tongues  of  angels  fall  ' 
(hort  in  uttering  of  his  goodnefs;  and  we 
become  dumb,  the  more  we  endeavour  to 

fpeak 
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fpeak  of  it.  The  bigheft  of  our  praifes  is 
humbly  and  affcdionately  to  acknowledge, 
that  we  cannot  fufficiently  praife  him;  the 
greateft  of  our  endeavours  is  daily  to  ad- 
mire him  i  the  furtbcft  we  can  ftrain  our 
fouls,  is  to  long  for  eternity,  wherein  it 
may  be  our  employment  to  admire  and 
praife  him  for  ever. 

I  a0i  therefore  end  the  whole  in  thofc 
words  of  the  Pfalmift  j  BUJs  the  Lord,  ye 
angels  of  bis,  lebicb  excel  in  ftrengt/j;  that 
do  bis  commandments,  hearkening  to  the 
*ooice  of  bis  words.  Blefs  the  Lord,  all  ye 
bofis'y  ye  miniPers  of  bis  that  do  bis  plea- 
fure.  Blefs  the  Lord  all  bis  works  in  all 
places  of  bis  dominion.  Blefs  thou  the  Lord, 
O  my  foul.  .   ' 


SERMON 
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Sacratlient:  Behaviour  after  reteivingv 
(From  B|(hOp  PAtRiCK*s  Menja  MxJiica.J. 
I  COR.  XV*  58i 

Wherefores  my  beloved  bretbretts  bfyefied^ 

fafti  unmoveable,   always  abounding  in 

the  work  of  the  Lord,  for af much  as  ye 

knoWf  that  your  labour  if  not  in  vdin  in 

the  Lord* 

THE  apoftle  here  h  e*horting  to 
fledfadnefs  and  perfcvcrance  ^  thai 
having  begun  well^  we  fhould 
continue  in  the  fame  path  of  duty  and 
obedience^  and  never  fwcrvc  thetefroiii 
during  the  courfe  of  our  lives*  And  he 
lays  before  us  ofle  of  the  ftfongeft  motives 
in  the  Avorld  for  fa  doings  namely,  beeaufcf 
we  know  that  our  labour  in  that  kind  (hall 
not  be  ia  vain  in  the  Lord. 

Which 
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Wbieh  advice  of  tine  apoftle  faHt  with 
ft  pecuUar  weight  4tid  foKH  u^a  ouf 
minds,  at  thbfeKbkrtnnSi  (bafeil$>;'wh«n  We 
have  been  reiMtHhg  l3k«  holy  ^icuatictitt 
Tim  it  bcccflblss  ti3  more  efpecS^y  td  re* 
new  our  reiblutions  of  conftancy  and  per* 
Ibveranc^  that  hating  advanced  fb  far  in 
Onr  doty,  we  toa^  not,  by  Ming  away  af« 
ttrwards,  bfe  the  reward  of  aH  diat  we 

Therefore  I  (hall  take  OCQafion  from 
hence,  at  this  titte,  to  con(!4er,  wbak  ^e* 
hayioitr  becotnes  us„  after  we  h^ve  recdve4 
Hie  ^icrament  of  the  Lord'^  fuppcr }  ^  ai 
tftttt  iH^  may  etijoy  the  benefits  tjierd)y  in^ 
tfendbd  us,  and  th^t  0uf  l^bodr  mdynot 
be  ini  vain  itt  the  Lb^d.  And  iht ' ' 

,)» ^Hm«i  td  ht  done  herein,  is  thiss 
tUf  imtiiedut^  jfo  taie  if  imr  ibou^btt 
Jhm  tbisoBiSity  btttjj^md  as  much  at  ive 
tm  (Ifthef^iiuttnhg^ti^tbe  day,  in  alii 
vf  loFoe  and  deligbtf  of  tbankfg^thi^  and' 
praijl^t  to  Oodfor  his  favour u 

We  ott^  no  tkti<S^  ourifehres  Ih  id" 

mMng  his  iove*  and  kindneft  to  usr  and  to  • 

Vol..  IV.  H  h  cohverfe 
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OMVPrib'  wttb  him  n^ixXd  tkfi'.ifiaifs'-cif^ur 
^^s  jkiio  Jay  jjefore.hiin.ifaft  ^neii  oi&quB 
k«9r^'l4Qqjl9ffiit  hi«^nWith::all' tur , wants 
an^ .  we^^Dpf^^  irj[M(!fi4;b^fim>ki«i:«ll  oniii 
<l0gr(i9,  ,lh4^,ctirneftly:iQtretfclum  :to:ma&^ 
%?M!P  WtK  «s._.  ;  ,  .  n  .;?:/  ...  -  t 
,  .VVa  (ho^.^deavgi9r;tp  Mpi>  thc,5©n 
vooant  that  19 between  .us.,  ilill  the  c^e^ 
an^  ^59S@5r  J  :J^njJ  ^,9!?Jd'J^«i  a&aW  of  g€)ii|© 
prefently  into  the  world  again,  left  it  ^9uk^ 

^4oofpi«nd4'ffo^v?<lh  ,:;  I  -  :k.->-i 
JW^.^f^puld-pais  tW  claj(;»t  Icaft  in  Y^esgf, 

ucnl^lcyovVrAitipa  witkj ^w^.  in , c^ptf^f;*! 
4o%oif Aift^iov^  and  f^^ 
in  i|(^«f  4<^ur^ai^er:iD^^r^ 

we  willal^w^P  bjp  fai^i^  SR^  i?^P^9'»'^:^J 
him. 

J  y(e  ^op|{l  :praif©  ten%  jbfjjhijs  lUu^ntis, 
e^tpi  ibe^  ricijesrof  Wsi  €<)»^d^e^  fliew  for^^ 
our.  Ipve^^unto  bitn,,^<j^.cra¥e  Us  jj^jrdq^Y 
forjpi^  f(4lic.$>-  andiWeatjiini^n^^^       i)^^ 

And  in  trmb,,thc^e  if  i^eacqq^^Bp^ 
PIPP<tfiMfiRiK*VfO'r^'«l4!Ma»»  i^an^h«M>f 
^^»?«;;thPHf  a^d-F^^.jWi^^  iS<)d,  frfa 
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^1  }ii$!£9pdacis  toouy  as  w^  ^9.  bir  cff a« 
|^rqg^i^B^.as\wea£4Q^nfjia^  ifedajv 
itfelf  ijr  avtypif  ft!f:|>?^^^ife  and;  ^^i^cferai^ 
reft;  and  therefore  oj^f^ work  ifli.Aibovikl 
little:  a«:prd.  w'&k  ^»h»fiisf(U)ne  io  Jiwc^n, 
where  they  ceafcrt nt>ti iofzndriig^t fi:oav 
praifing'GQd.'''o  hr:.  :,'';  :  -^  4l-v:v'^:t 
z^W^  KWght  tft^iflft'himfor.aH  stbe-sberf 
B^Cs  j)£  this  :\i^{for'[  ^  the  means  ^  d 
hoaitb,  ,^  for  Ldl  ^kimfe  ^  .of  iqu&ilitits-  anil 
efaa^gef'of  ieoforisyoahduiiich  Irkecmb^^iifs^ 
^fakk4?el  (bould  domoicmoratey  ^hck'oft}^ 
at*  ther'Si|imnibhtvv4)(3cI^fwBrdi^  ^wfi^ 
weifiay  ioio^evjsu^ely^fiiiiiricifittwti^bev^^ 
ace-bdkSldcnltahidilfbidh&s  goodiid[s:  ,Wi 
h^iire  atithe  faiaounerit  \been43raifihg  him^ 
fatttiv^iUaye  not  prai£bd  him  enough^Taifii 
therefore  owght  Aot  ko  ceafe  io  pi-aife-  hinir 
ItBat  day  ought  td  be  onto:  us^  more  thafer* 
ihcrei/^itf^^'  of  heaveii  ^  yeabi^^dagftfeiod 
^ttt^ei)ery:diy  odughtlot  have  fonietbii^ 
of  this  in  it»  and  to  b«i8^ood  dky  untcr 
us.  And  then  (hall  eternity  be  joyful, 
wki^hev werlaftingniay&iihall'^  give  is  Sl^bt 
Jong  enough^tp  ptrfca  bds  pjai^s,;^^ .    nf 

;:..-l:ii  H  b  3  Ilr   At 
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It  As'  wr  A6M  iptbA  a  great  iRid  d 
&e  afier-pairc  <^  the  drf,  hi  ibdk  a6l^  «f 
fniSt^  &  ihmttittkc dugltt M  befpeni  i^ 

Let  lit  make  ibiiie^  fiiMia  MfteaiMH 
wpom  tmbdmnrnt  v^hta^w^  w»t  bcfbw 
the  Lord  $  and  if  we  find  onrmiodii  not  tq 
ka«e  tiaeti  fa  (erumtfy  mtendtsAt  nd  our 
WrtS'not  £iftddtp]y!affe6beff9rwediddeN 
ifC^-^>ifro  ftould  caft  doHrai  ouri^e^  Ikmm 
|»ly  at  tbef«et  of  our  Lo;i}>.  md  begi^.par*^ 
doA  of  oiif  krva^gSavipltfi.  ^d  tameffiy 
intnat  bioi>  thathe  WQidd  helii  ua  noir 
by  an  ^ktt^€t,  tfiaewfe  maQr  WaUe  to^ 
^At,  wkklt  we  ib(nddifaa(drcdoQe' hefbre* 

CHeUe^.we  may  ;be  caccittd  to  rejoice 
the  more  ki  hb  goodnefi^  and  laUe&^bnn 
for  tht  refreihmestsf  ht  Jhadi  affoErded  atii 
and  to  reodcrbim  most  beany,  thanks  that 
hel»tk  fatiafied  u9  fa  atbutidantly  witbihta 
goodfBB6>  asulmadet^itotkankcf  tioanH 
teraof  his  j^mfnrey 

»         I         * 

-  -  J 

:  lU.LsTaSi^iendj&me'tinEieflfieritf^atdfift 

tn  JfrettgiJ^eMv^^ma^  pw^^fify  and  fOM 

doling  our  rtfolutions  of  a  nK>re  holy  obe- 

.1  dienccc; 
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jdieocc^  that  6}  there  may  be  iome  fruit 
ieenof  this  day,  in  maoy  others <thatrfoUQw# 
lill  xhe  ibleinoily  ihall  retorn  ^gain, 

rl^et tts lahour.tofix ao4 plant  the medi* 
dtapons  we  have  had,  fe  ftrongly  in  oof 
luindi,  Jhat  they  may  (boot  their  roots  to 
4hehottom  of  our  hearts,  and  nothing  nsay 
'be  aide  toi^hick  iktxa  up.  Let  «s  poKTeft 
^w:  4iearts  So  much  with  thofe  perfuafioo^ 
abat  when  a  tencipcatioo  comes,  we  noff 
ffje&it  ivitb  diidaan. 

hct  us  make  our  ^uls  io  (eafihie  <$ 
Chrift'j  preience  with  <w»  that  we  may 
i^eadily  think  upon  every  occafion  on  this 
namner:  How  is  it  fit  that  vwihould  treaft 
our  gracious  hfxA^  wiio  is  become  fo  united 
unto  us  ?  Shall  we  offend  htm  by  any  unF- 
giacious  adlions ;  or  difpleaTe  him  by  any 
unhandfonac  thoughts  ?  Shall  we  l)e  £>  ad- 
dided  to  tlie  world,  ihUi  we. ihatl  forget  to 
rettrejand^onverfe  with  diur  deare'ft  Saviour*^ 
Shall  we  £0  pei^plex  ourfelves  in  buiine&^ 
as  to  omit  to  pray,  to  meditate,  and  tp 
glv4Bj>i:aiitc8  to  him?  l^et-usconfiHer^  that 
wehavfiledfaftlyrpurpofe^,  to  keep 'Oodi^s 
f  |g)ue«us|u(lg.etnents.  ^nd  to  incite  eveiy 
H'h3  ol» 
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ISnfe.tKemorfe,  todo his endtavoar  thiis  tb 
Hrehgthen  his  refoliition;  let  this  oiie  thing 
be  fericJudy  coniidefed;  namely,  Thembrb 
tirefully  we  walk  with  God,  thelcfHa- 
Dobr   wie  fllall  find*  to  prepare  ourfelvcfe 
againftthe  next'coirirtianron  /  with  theleft 
^ains  fhall  w0  drefs  up  ouf  foals^to  come  td 
'another  fcaft  i  There  wifl  be  fomc  relifli  of 
Yhe  foi^mef  food  left  in  our  hearts,  and  we 
Ihatlbe'irt  a  fuitable  dxfpbfition,  to  perform 
jhe  fkroe  afts  again.    Moreovier,  •  Evefy  re^ 
Vurii  to  fin*  after  thefe  ehgagementsj  makes 
It  more  intolerable;  and  more  highly  dif^ 
5>Wxng  to  God  an^bbr  SaVioun    After  4 
^ah  hath  TCribuily  cotifidered,  hlow  hateful 
iiri  is  in*  Its  own  nature,  after  he  hath  re-* 
TolVed  igainft  it,  ajitffolemnly  covenanted 
Ito  avoid  it,  the  finis  too/e  black  and  deadfyi 
"and  (in  the  langifage.o^hdly  fcripturc)'be'i 
jcomtih  exceeding  J^nful.        '     '       -  -     ^^ 
And  if  fin  be  fo  difpleafing  to  our  Sa-i 
yiour,'{hal  he  Was  willing  to  fufFer  any 
tormehf^'.  And  iviti  death  Itfejf,  'that  Hfc 
tnight  de/lroy  the  Jjoiwer  of  iti  ho^cart 
we  liiiVk -that  he  Witt  ftay  antf  ^nrilkc- his 
|ibede\^ifii''ul/i3r  w<f  agiin-DMcf^hW 
*•  and 
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alid  ijiake  not  cpq^aenOe  to, watch.  0^{lir  our 
ways,  and  ayoidj  .^U  4«qf^pt^^ns,  .anii 
fl^P^all  occafipi>8,of  fin  ?  Howrt^a^  hctjen- 
^i}ff,  ifajit  WQ  £bpuld  idmit  »ny.  tbingi)tf> 
fPJPPi^t^^ion  witJbbifn?  .      ./ift:* 

j.He^is.thehigi^aAiife^  Onei  he ^cjcpjeias; 
to  beiitceatied  bononrAbly,  and  Hkeiitintci 
kim^lfj  that  'i^e';(faottld.bc^a,v&  our&lvea 
4S;becoineth  fo  &ohlQ^  prefence  v  that  wc 
^KNjld  live  Coberlyjrri^teoi^y,.  ^nd  godlyj 
^od^thcn,  aS'he  haihxome  to  us,  (b  hd 
¥i^al^de;with  u$,  and. will aumife^ihimr 
£ilf  t^Qiir.fcHilSs'  ^qj99io(  ius  with  tfipisooS 
the  fecrets  of  his  rqljgi^,  and  th^deligb^ 
that  are  in  an  holy  life.  For  fo  he  faith  to 
his  fjifqiples,  ^e:,th(it  hatb^  my.  camfmfr[d-^ 
ments^  and  kee^eth  tbem^  he  it  is  that  kvetJ\ 
me :.  apd  ife  that  l^y^^k  mCf  JhaUlelovfdqf 
mjf  Tat  her  I  and  J  will  love  him,,  and. mil 
tpanifejl  myjfelf  unto  him.  Which  ;%^ 
thing  he  repe»t;eth ;9y^r  again,  in  othpi} 
wprds,  thus;^  If.  a,  man  Jove,  tne^  h/e^will, 
keep  my  ^pr4fK  ^.^4  fW:  Father  wUl  4(y^A 
kim^  and  we^l^c9j»e,unto  hjmx  and^akfi 
l^^^^^bodewithbi^.^^  ,  ^  :,,  ^-  ,i  >/;  ^^^  ti 

'-  H  h  4  And 
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And  thfe  thet«  is  thie  mOfS  n«id  td  iA^tt!^ 
^te,  becftttfe  iherfe  ^re  too  many  that  H^ 
preaeh  With  Afur  bfchihrk)iir»  and  ferwardde^ 
TotGon  to  the  holy  table }  who  Ib&n  a^  tdki! 
the  liberty  to  run  u^cMl  a  hew  i<a(xt  &[  dfl» 
Jio^nn  Portly  to  httmbk  theil^fdtes,  iAA 
to  wipe  all  off  agidn*^  Macby  that  Iii«  ki 
fecret  pride,  and  eardUy  miflfdlednefi»  in 
negtedtof  themfelves,  and  dtfregatd  to  aU 
their  brethren ;  many  that  fbll  bacic  mi^ 
heart-bornings,  and  t^  fofti^ng»,  if  not 
into  o|)en  t|uart«te  aiid(«ntWtidM>  ^fAtb 
iteed:  ID  be  awtdcened  to  loiak  Ial6  dii:fi!i>« 
ibhet.    Further  j  In  Ac 

IVv  PtAck,  list  trt  do  this,— —  i.»/  us  fa- 
bour  to  hnprefiandteitam  an  image  ofCbriJi 
t^on  our  Jbub%  whdtii  we  have  feeft,  as  it 
were,  crucified  before  our  eyes.  Let  us 
fbpr^fent  unto  ouifeTve);,  what  fuch  a  pef  fon 
Chfift  War,  and  whit  his  manner  of  behi- 
tii6ttr  wasiii  the  Worid  j  and  theh  Ut  as  li- 
bt»ot  to  dOty  hikn  ih  dur  mind,  and  have 
Mm  b%fore.d^  %ytt,  Ihiit  fo  by  looking  on 
him,  we  may  (Ivipe  all  our  afFeAion»,  and 

all 
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til  ^  aS&obs,  aftet  1^  pattern  whidi  h* 
kftfh  fetus. 

Let  ot  endeavour  tb  thiok  every  where^ 
Aat  iKreftehitn  imaging  upon  tfaecrsft  jfor 
our  (ins,  or  declaring  to  us  his  mind,  of 
doidg  fomcthing  thtit  iIkso^cI  fpeaks  ofs 
fe  thttt  We  «nay  Ivad  imnMtiified  life,  aind 
be  in  lemy  itfaiog^dhioaiBd  lifter  bis  iikc 
licfsw 

And-this^ve  muft  tdolfae  radier,  becat^« 
tt  I  iMve  iilidk  he  is  »w  ooore  neaiijr 
ttoitbd  iato  us  ^  $>  that  wJajen  we  afe  to  do 
ally  Uufig^  itreai6ft«diycelum«  We  lUuft 
confider  bow  he<tidt  iar  what  he  would  do 
in  fuch  a  cafe  j  and  tre  muft  £>  bdiavt 
e«rfellr«6»lhatib«  tery  pvQper  fen^t*  Chrift 

WettNriftibbatanddlriok,  btfy  ind^^ 
aod  do  dl  fiicfa  filce  things,  as  we  diink 
thatX^brilft  wonald  do  thfcm*  weire  be  in  ^ 
AeOk  We  miift  betome  fo  many  &mf|gee 
of  him  in  the  worMj;  that  ther  wbo  .6% 
iM»  Ha^  behoM  faika»  and  ^dtify  GfaHft 
^wfoo  dweUeth  in  va^-^And  tbil  it  Ibe 
mrtwiing  of  tbiit  ^q^rcffion  of  the  apofiki 
iHicb  bt  ^bade  Iw  to  ^  t»  fAe  LtrdJ^t 

Cbrifti 
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him,  that  both  in  our  outwar^ji  '.£|^l>f ;iQf| 
(kpdrtmcofi*  juiid;  al£>  ia  our  .kvrae^  1^- 
ip6lion8»^weixui7  he  a  lively  re^mhlai}(^ 
fi' hinu:.  i;.!  -.j  wi  ;'  \\  ..:.  ii  ,-.  ^  i;  / 
;  ^Now.the  iii»e^iUe.t^^  as 

bmy.  as  Mire  haptized  btti^.  Gbri/h\^i>in€iput 

who  have  eaten  of  his  body,  and  drank  of 
\aB  blood,  ardiuppDiad  to  hav^'piit  liim:on, 
isikl  to  have'*  dfe^d'-tb^  iouls  compldatlf 
after  his  ho]y  ima^:^  fheyiiMll  faiboar 
to  he  all  over  godly;  and  ta  have  oA  vm^ 
verfal  holinefe  atfd  ^'rtiie^  that^they  inay 
be  holy  as  be  is  holy,^  i  -^^  -  *i  ;-  ^  \  / 
-  And  for  ouc  bet|ef  diredtiosw— ^Ijct  as 
labour  to  do  foniethingy'  woithy  of^e  ex« 
peiKe  of  Chrid's  blood  i  ^d  «o  thuik.  what 
ixianner  of  perfosis  4hey(  ought  :to  be,  for 
«vhom  the  Lord  :of  ^life  died,  and  wfib  are 
walhed  in  the  blood  of  that  Lamb,'who  was 
ftjalnibrtheflnijoftbewbtld;*"  r.t  - 
: -Let  us  labour  to  do  fomdthlbjg^  (mfwer^^ 
Kb^  to  diedeareft  love  of  the  great  God^f 
heaven  and  earth ;  and  codfider;  after  what 
fort  tJt^ey  ought  talii^j^  to  wfaemiGodhath 
4-.    *^  givcii 
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>givcri  fo  rich*  4  ^Tf,  whom  he  hatJf'lsa^ 
houred,  not  only  to  be  hisTons/  bdt-*td 
have  his  deareft  Son  ta'die  for  them.  '•     ^• 

Let  us  labour  to  do  fortiething,  that  may 
be  ahfwerable  to  fo  many,  land  fo  greai 
means  of  falvat ion  y  and-in  particular  W8 
Ihoiild  thin^,  whatis  cxpeifted  from'thfoJei 
who  hai^fe  HbW  received  a  jgrcater  ftrcrfgflf 
fromheavert.  "  ._r      *      '  .r 

We  muftlaboui*  to  dofomethingi  tMt 
i^S  worthy  of  a  foul  and  body,  epnfigned  td 
immoftal  bleflednefs.  How  holy  (hould 
they  be,  who  expedt  fuch  great  things? 
who  have  r^i^eived  fuch  pledges  of  thenii^ 
who  wait  fbr  the  Lord  from  heaven,'-t6 
change  thefe  vile  bodies  into  his  likencfs^-  ^ 

Let  us"ntit  defile  that  body,  which  is  he- 
tome  (as  it  were)  the  temple  of  the  Lof d| 
stnd  which  is  fandified  for  the  eternal  mafl-i 
fions.  Let  us  not  prbfane  that  body  ^afld 
fouV  which  (hall  for  ever  live  with  God^ 
and  are  ialready  become  fafis  habitation; 
through  his  holy  Spirit  dwelling  iii  them.^ 
'  Abd  now  Ifet  us^  confider;  — »•  Ckn  A*B 
think  that  thofe  perfons  do  leftd  -a^^'H^ 
l^rorthf  of  any  of  thefe>  v^4io  dfelight  *ot' t6 
* '     '^'  converft 
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4^        Biba%>iour  afttr  receiving 

coflRTcdc  Vfldi  Godi  who  pray  ncver^  or 
but  very  feldom,  aod  bat  yeryihortly^  and 
as  if  their  hearts  were  frozen-,  who  hear 
ieriaons*  and  nocieribuid  them  not,  or  eUe 
forget  them  as  foon  as  they  are  heard ;  who 
grow  no  wiier,  nor  better,  tboA  they  were 
snany  years  ago^  whofe  time  runs  away  in 
eating  and  drinkingt  ileeping  anddiyerfioos^ 
working  and  tolling,  as  if  thefe  were  the 
thmgs  tfaqr  are  exhorted  to  do;  who  rarely 
take  the  Bible  ora  good  book  into  their 
hands,  and  when  they  do,  throw  it  away 
again*  at  the  call  of  any  .plpafure  or  world^r 
^rgain ;  who  love  nobody  but  themfelycs^ 
and  are  angry  at  thofe  who  would  iave  th^ 
foi^s. 

JUet  us  iiot  deceive  ourfelves,— We^o 
|K>t  cat  and  drink  this  heavenly  ;proyifion» 
on  j^fpofe  that^from  iheace  we  may  rife 
ttp  to  s>la|^.  Men  ido  iiot  (land  in  need  of 
fach  noble  nourishment,  for  the  £allowiog, 
of  dmr  trades^  and  the  encouii^;ement  of 
them  in  their  world^  i)ufine(s«  An  ho^ 
Mft  bmtbeti  would  ^ven  do  blotter  ttbings 
tbfn  thefe.  He  thatjiever  hoardof  Chrtfit 
and  never  tafM  ^f  this  jieavenly  ibo(^ 

would 
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would  be  a(htnked  of  fiicb  a  life.  Pbtto-^ 
Jopby^  which  the  heavens  <:aUed  the  nou-- 
r^ment  if  the  fvuU  would  produce  far 
more  excdient  works.  There  is  no  need 
that  we^ocild  be  Chrifttana,  if  we  had  no 
more  Aobk  ends  than  ihefe. 

For  that  man,  certainly,  doth  not  de* 
ferve  the  name  of  a  Chriflian,  who  notwith* 
A^ncfing  all  the  means  of  grace  which 
Godaffi)inieth  to  him,  doth  ftrive  to  make 
btmfeir  equal  with  a  beafti  that  bafely 
ulbth  his  nobleft  part ;  that  is  like  a  fea- 
ther, toflbd  about  with  every  wind;  and 
yields  himfeif  up,  in.  fubjcdkion  to  every 
pleafure;  and  cannot  jfuftain  the  leafl  load 
of  grief ;  that  vexes  and  frets  at  every  crofs, 
as  if  the  devil  ruled  the  world;  and  trem- 
bles at  death  as  his  greateft  enemy. 

God  ci3ipe(fteth,  furely,  that  we  fliould- 
be  men  oTanother  ibrt;  and  that  Chriflia- 
nity  fhould  teach  ua  more,  than  to  five  the 
liftof  heMheiis. 

L^t  ilf  therefore  look  into  our  hearts  ^ 
daily,  and  fee^  if  the  ^ove  of  Chrift  be  there. 
"Wlietlieir  -We  eat  Of  ^  drmk,  or  whatfoever 
tlfe  we  dO|  let  us  confid'er  whether  he  be 

pleafed* 
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pleafed.    Let  m\sfii  ^  birai  c(Ji^g«tly,an- 
meditation  an^p^^aycF^/Aatfeenaay/kpow 
Ave  Jove  hirEu  !,A?^d  let  .us  intrea^  Hk^% 
hp,hQly  Spint,t9  iqfori>i>^s,  wh;S^fe§;WWi<i  : 
hjaye  us  tp  do4H,^nd:{tben^  l^otfPo^jif : 
with  all  our  migli^»r^T-TTBut,to  ^lont^^.l^: . 


our  fouls  f  qft^r  fucb  another  repfj^j-^l^tx  , 
us  ft  rive  ev^ry;d93f  to  Jcicep  pp,  a/p^^itwl; 
hunger  after  tjjiafftQcC^lhatff^^  , 

negled:  the . n^  ^jiyfwor Junky ;w|i^;God - 
fliall  give  U3  of  cQrnn:^^ni9aJing},pr  ;if  >ye., 
fhould  die  beifp^.^Wierhave  oae^ijfgt  .^esven  ; 
may  find  ws  ^/c^2i,^e^/,f^^  the  fjiOt  .^]|ich  , 
fhall  be  then  cpipplea^fdji.^,  C^  , 

fuch  holy  Jqngi^gs  ^ffprt.hi^ 
fqul^-  niay*  be  ^r^peiycd  , jnta,  Jiis;^,p^efeflfft 
and  we  tnay^dy^eU  Jo  hiroi.as.iift  feefgre  « 

When  we  cannot  outwar^ljfoiR^flanawii- 
C4tei,  set  we,4»Jiyj',wihfiii:t,,afi^  W;%]f- 
Though  -w€  caBao^t.;aJLwaj|s  (cdlcj)rate  ^t|^:, 
njyftcrics ;' .  yet^^ejip^x  WeUi^^^'^g/^i^^ 
nifipd  in  thofe  ,myilcrie$j ,  af jg]i,ftiipss,,#nd, 

...  »R 
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COiifinbaHy^ftito  but  ft^s.s^A^s  vr:  phnu 

^   Whenfo^vefj  fn'rcffiSfifbflfnc&of^Chi-f^i 
we  i«spi«lffljrfarid*'dtf*bilt}^*ftffb^^ 
an  imitation  of  Chrift 5* We^/|ftfi*itf^%fl^a; 
itft  fiistbodyritid:d>ii&  his'.blootf.  ^    ^  ^ 
•  "Bht 'theintf  :We^d»-c«»ftaHtly  f>i*'cfert^ 
fach  l0^gJi%8^!fd  hungerifig  aft<*  this:i<^^ 
^todr^  »a»¥iirti6Sfeaftlj^0rihim;%wetiHa 
not  ^^f*S^%ariyoc€^ofe"'lfeW'Godf'ffffb 
us,  of  rcceivirfg  him  in  that  ft?anh«r  iliat 
he^  fciilft  appointed-  and  .bkflfei'i   anil  we 
earinot  \*»ut  life  h«ty  foitvwarf  to.  go  ^d  ire  J 
Httocaibtri  hkrft  ^  c^^hen '  cfppef iunity  -  is '  |Jrei 
fentedpiwtHeoaifembiy  Df  bis  pioplfc.  T?*lr# 

ii  ¥i.',]AMDliui^i^ulirt(3iDft;  which  I  flkall 
j^eah  jitWe  mattciviisahisi  X^/  uf^SiftA^ 
t9  :ii4e:\m:]chdrity  iMir^tift'^  iri^tbr^n;  ht^ 
yM^  ironre  iiv  a  fpecial  ^anjfor  en^^^^ir 
b](  this  ftcaamentj  :md  s£  whioh^  we:  m^klij 
atmoft  iblemi^^rofefiionrj  v.  *  :;jj  :i  Ju^ 
5i  Lofmrbebshmjoorfelves  aslfei^ihts^iti  fftfl 
iSmq&mrl^,  las'fons  of  Jbt  'fenle  fath^r^^*^ 
tibfiiir  iRrhoime ^atep  of  thdfaMe  bi^MdP^iA 
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L .  u«  be  vtcf  fltr^ul,  lihai  we:  do  not 
c90T«r  ^  cottlji  lof  ,  APger  aod  Qontcndoa 
under  the  sUhes^  lor.  »  n^^  jiad  tbeo 
blow  them  pp  4^«i9  <he  fiext  w>vm%i 
bat  let  us  q«i^  extiofiaiib  than*  aad  «t<r 
^rlyjput  thfinvpttt. 

Let  not  ()ttr  «v3:  ibroiUes>  oor  hzA 
lb9«3^h^s,  otir  uneh«i^it^ble  and  nCct  cm* 
f<fvtfi^  o<»r  liificirewm  tndemi^^eu  ftfM 
ret^B  afi^}  hut  1<^  that  ft$9«tBQft  ran  m 
pur  oiinds,  BeIm'4kif<r»t/\fiJ«iHf4m  mt 

.  If  he.b^th  given  his  Son;  if  be  flill  give 
bim  tp US;  if  we  feed  and  Ike  upon  bit 
gopdnefs; — thai  let  us;  k>vi»atbretlbrei^ 
tnd.n<?t  fj^lpiit  in  our  way  tobetweq. 

And  if  we  find  our  love  tp  grow  fick 
(iMi'wiak»  and  (O'^be-iaileiitodecar|r;  then 
let  PS  jcomfi  hither  ofi  ^^nf^tj^t  to  revive  it^ 
«od  IP  raiie  il  u)>  ag^.  |f  tlM  iamp  b^^ 
«9  bufn  dim^*  aoad  tpcaft  a;  wtj  wesdt  lH^f 
kc  us  poor  in  mare  oil,  that  it  majr  not  goi 
out.  If  our  love  begin  to  b<^  odd,  let  us 
fiift  this  iue  the  ofttner  tnukr  it,  dut  it 
inay  be  kept  ie  a  flame.  Eor  we  raajr  a& 
^e  purftlves,^  that  ibzf  whptake  up  their 

diftvioces 
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differences  and  enmities  again,  did  neve^ 
truly  lay  them  afiide;  they  did  but  mock 
Godi  when  they  came  to  this  holy  com* 
nfiunibn  with  a  pretence  of  love  and  cha- 
rityi  their  hearts  not  being  thoroughly 
fefblved  to  forget  tU  injuries  and  ofFences. 
Or  if  ihey  did  ferioufly  labout  to  put  to 
death  all  hatreds  |  one  great  reafon  why 
they  are  not  thoroughly  mortified^  is^  bd- 
caufc  they  ufe  fo  rarely  this  powerful 
means  of  fuppreiling  them>  and  keeping 
them  in  fubjeftion, 

—^To  put  a  conclufion  then  to  this  dif^ 
courfe -^— ^  Let  us  be  advifcd,  when  wc 
come  from  the  table  of  the  Lord^  thus 
to  meditate  within  oqrrelvcs  : — We  have 
received  frefli  pledges  of  the  love  of  our 
Lord,  and  have  made  new  profefHons  of 
tourown.  What  now  doth  the  Lord  re- 
quire of  us  ?  What  have  we  that  we  can 
render  back  unto  him  ? —  We  have  nothing 
but  our  love.  And  that  alone  is  fuffi- 
cient.  It  was  love  that  brought  God 
down  to  us  i  and  love  will  carry  us  up  to 
God.  Love  made  God  like  to  nian;  and 
love  will  make  men  like  to  God.    Love 

Vol.  IV.  I  i  made 
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made  him  die  for  us ;  and  love  vrill  even 
make  us  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  bre- 
thren. 

And  this  is  the  love  of  God,  —  that  we 
keep  his  commandments. 

And  this  commandment  have  we  from 
him,  —  that  he  who  loveth<jod,  love  his 
brother  alfo« 
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